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Concord Times online
Wednesday, 21 May 2008
Opinion
75 Million British Pounds Spent On Taylor's Trial So Far
By Pel Koroma
A recent report published in the Daily Mail newspaper (UK) made the revelation that such a huge amount
of money has been spent so far on the ongoing trial of Charles Taylor at Special Court for Sierra Leone
sitting in The Hague.
But many of the people who were affected by the war are disappointed that their feelings are not taken
into consideration by the international community.
Amidst vague promises of rehabilitating the people's lives, poverty and degradation have overwhelmed
them.
Scares of the war are still a hall mark in the south, east, north and the west of the country. Even our West
African brothers (ECOWAS-ECOMOG) that came to our rescue are still grappling with the remains of
the negative war fought in Sierra Leone.
The point is that many people believe the western powers are wasting so much resource on the trial of
Charles Taylor simply because he was allegedly linked to Al-Qaida and not because he collaborated in the
massacre of his African brothers.
What efforts have been made to bring Lord Resistance Army (LRA) leader Joseph Kony of Uganda,
Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) leader Khalil Ibrahim of Sudan and Prime Minister Menes Zenewe
of Ethiopia to justice? These leaders have caused so much mayhem for their people and have refused to
listen to any external voice.
Yet, the Western powers have so much reverence for Menes even with his continued killing of fellow
Africans in Somalia. He is hailed out of Western selfishness. They believe that Somalia, being a Muslim
state, should be liquidated so as to defeat their common enemy, Al Qaeda.
It was like the role Africans played in the first and second world wars. Africans fought a war that was
never theirs. Africans had no reason to fight a European war. It has always been like that - Europeans
using Africans for their own selfish end.
There has never been an impoverished state in Africa that has received such money (75m pounds) as aid
package to alleviate the unprintable problems emanating from slavery, colonialism, neo-colonialism to
World Bank and IMF conditionality which has brought untold suffering to the people of Africa.
It is clear that some of the IMF conditionality partially contributed to war in West Africa.
Conditions like the Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAP) that encouraged African leaders to render
their people jobless and privatization that left the people at the mercy of unscrupulous businessmen
especially the so-called international investors.
The quest for diamonds lies with the western powers.
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Africans are making little of their resources. Liberia and Sierra Leone do not have diamond processing
industries, so where do the diamonds of these two countries go? All diamonds fetched in West Africa find
their way to western and Isreali markets.
It will interest the international community to know that people want to know all the institutions and
individuals who bought 'blood diamonds' from Liberia and Sierra Leone.
Yes to punish Charles Taylor is good but if the white men are really serious about justice, they will trace
and bring back all diamonds bought from West Africa to the genuine owners.
This brings to mind a recent statement made by the leader of NMJD Abu Brima on the ownership of
diamonds of Sierra Leone. Since diamonds were discovered in Sierra Leone in 1930, there is nothing
tangible to show for this natural wealth in the country.
The Western powers know the worth of diamonds and have exploited all avenues to reap Africa of its
natural resources by whatever means. In history, we were told that Europeans came to Africa with guns to
terrorize the natural people of Africa for their wealth.
Guns were used to force people as slaves out of West Africa. Who introduced terrorism into Africa?
Congo was ravaged by the Belgians, Southern Africa has a bitter history with European terrorism and so
also is Tunisia and Algeria. Guns made in western nations have destroyed what was left of Africa. Who is
Bob Dina? He is a white man who aided catastrophe in Africa.
The cold war gave birth to terrorism in Africa.
Africans were involved in an ideological war that was never supposed to be theirs. Angola, South Africa,
Somalia, Ethiopia and Sudan were destroyed by the rivalry between America and Russia. All missiles and
latest arsenals got tested in Africa, destroying the human resource base thus causing an exodus movement
of the African population in search of peace and respite.
The refugee crises rocked most part of the African continent.
These same western powers supported tyranny and dictatorships in Africa. They had no feelings when
their friends forcefully perpetuate their communist or capitalist ideas. They gave rise to Mobutu Sese
Seko, Houphet Boeny, Siad Barri and Samuel Kanyon Doe.
These were the stooges of the western powers. They were used to cause mayhem in Africa and economic,
social and political hardship for their people.
With the fall of the bipolar wall, these same western powers turned around to abuse and dump the devil
incarnates they have carved out for the people of Africa. The politics of Africa/European connection
ended with hate after the Western powers cunningly planted dissidents in various African countries that
will pursue their interests.
In fact multinational companies owned by western powers supported rebel movements in Africa just to
push their whims and caprices.
Most people want to know what will happen to European and American companies manufacturing these
deadly weapons. Are they going to be tried for producing guns that found its way to the likes of Charles
Taylor in a tiny Liberian state of West Africa?
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Sadly, West Africa does not have the sophistication to manufacture weapons. I think together with most
Africans that the international court set for Africans have refused to delve beyond the top layer of the
crises.
The money spent on Taylor's trial is needed in the West African region to fight hunger, diseases and care
for the war ravaged people. An amputee in Sierra Leone, John Conteh told me he does not care about
Taylor's trial. "I have no legs. My children are not properly fed let alone care for their academic work
because I am incapacitated and no one cares. Charles Taylor will only go to jail while my struggling will
remain forever. I believe the 75m pounds will help rejuvenate life in Liberia and Sierra Leone. We in
Africa believe in forgiveness and reconciliation.
After all, it was the same America that sent Taylor to pursue their diabolic interest in Africa. Taylor
reneged on their original plan like Osama did to them so he became their enemy. Taylor is under trial not
because of his role in Sierra Leone but because he fell out with the African exploiters," Conteh said.
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BBC World Service Trust
Tuesday, 21 May 2008
Although former Liberian President Moses Blah has ended his testimony in the war crimes trial of Charles
Taylor, he left behind a huge pile of evidence that could be helpful to the case of either the Prosecution or
the Defence.
One key issue Mr. Blah spoke of during his testimony was the killing of RUF Commander, Sam Bockarie.
Blah said Special Security Service (SSS) Director Benjamin Yeaten showed him Bockarie’s body lying
in a pickup van. He said he had seen Bockarie with Benjamin Yeaten and later learnt about the RUF
commander’s death
On the contrary, a public notary statement signed by one Jusu Momo stated that Mr. Blah sent his Chief of
Office Staff, Eugene Nagbe, to deposit Bockarie’s body at the Samuel Stryker Funeral Home in
Monrovia.
But the Prosecution asked the Court not to admit the public notary statement into evidence.
Adolphus Williams has more.
WILLIAMS: The Special Court for Sierra Leone Chief Prosecutor, Steven Rapp, told the Court the
document had just been prepared, thus raising doubts about its accuracy.
RAPP: Your Honours, this is the statement of an individual sworn before a notary in Liberia, but that's not
the way in which we hear the evidence of... since the issue here is Yeaten – whether Yeaten took the body
to the chief, to Taylor, or, as alleged here, this witness took it, which would be something to the contrary...
this is not a business record or some kind of public document created at some time in the past. It is
something prepared for this litigation. I think it bears the date 15 May 2008, if I read the numbers
correctly, just six days ago, clearly prepared even while this witness was testifying. And so under those
circumstances we would object to its admission.
WILLIAMS: Charles Taylor’s lead Defence lawyer, Courtney Griffiths, resisted Rapp`s argument.
Griffiths argued that the public notary document signed by Jusu Momoh related to the evidence Mr. Blah
gave because it had something different from what Mr. Blah suggested.
GRIFFITHS: Your Honours, in our submission the document is relevant to an important aspect of this
witness's testimony as it directly contradicts an important aspect of the account that he gives. It is
therefore in consequence, we submit, important and relevant in placing his account in context. We further
submit that it is logically connected to the witness's evidence... could be understood without your Honours
being at the same time in a position fairly to juxtapose this document against that account... no doubt your
Honours will bear those difficulties in mind in deciding how much weight to attach to the document.
Those are our submissions, your Honour.
WILLIAMS: The Judges hung heads for a few minutes and Presiding Judge Justice Theresa Doherty ruled
saying, the court regarded the argument of Taylor’s lawyer much stronger.
JUSTICE DOHERTY: The document is relevant and the objections go to weight. The document is
therefore admitted and becomes Defence exhibit D-47.
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WILLIAMS: Meanwhile, the Court has been hearing evidence from Prosecution 28th witness who took
the stand Wednesday after former Liberian President Moses Blah.
A former member of Sierra Leone’s Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, AFRC, Samuel Kargbo, spoke
of how the AFRC decided to invite the RUF to join the ruling junta.
KARGBO: After we had taken over power within a week to two I did not know where Johnny Paul
Koroma, who was our chairman then, where he got Foday Sankoh's number. When he called him and told
him that he would like the RUF to come over and join forces with us... So Pa Sankoh told him and
the RUF that the RUF should come and join us. So within 72 hours the RUF came and joined us.
WILLIAMS: Kargbo said once the two forces joined, they began doing barter system with the accused:
diamonds for guns.
KARGBO: Well that particular delegation, which was headed by Mike Lamin, that went to Liberia was to
go and obtain some arms and ammunition. That was why Chairman Johnny Paul Koroma assigned Fonti
Kanu to go and tell them the kinds of ammunition we needed at that time... he just discussed in the
meeting that they will give a parcel... At that time we hadn't money, we only had diamonds.
For the BBCWST/SFCG - Adolphus Williams – the Hague.
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The Inquirer (Liberia)
Tuesday, 20 May 2008
Blah Faces Cross Examination
Former President, Moses Z. Blah said the media misquoted him relative to his predecessor, Charles Taylor
being not guilty of war crimes in Sierra Leone.
During a defense cross-examination of the former President now a prosecution witness in the ongoing trial
of former President Charles Taylor in The Hague, Blah first tried to say he could not remember saying
that Taylor was not guilty of war crimes. "I can not remember. The press can say anything they want to
say," he said.
When the Defense further quizzed him saying, "It is August 2003. It is in inverted commas. This means
that it is a direct quote from you."
Blah quickly replied, "I had a press conference in Sierra Leone. They asked me whether the president was
guilty. I said that I will not prejudge the former president until he had been judged in a court."
Asked why he thinks any journalist would want to misquote him on such a delicate topic, Blah said, "Mr
Taylor is not guilty until he is proven guilty. We cannot prejudge the former president. I remember
exactly what I said. I did not say it.
"That trip to Abidjan; what was your reason for doing so?" the defense asked former President Blah. And
Blah replied," I was doing a check up with my doctor. He had electronic machines that we do not have in
Monrovia."
Taylor's lawyer quizzed Mr. Blah as to who paid the airline ticket, but Blah admitted that it was paid by
the special court. They would pay the doctors.
The defense asked Blah, "You received US$132 that was transferred to Liberia and converted into 8,000
Liberian dollars. That was paid to you in a period of one year. That is a lot of money. Blah said, "I have a
medical bill I can show you, that I also paid US$ 900 to the hospital."
The defense told Blah that it is aware that on November 1, he received US$ 450 that day, but quickly
denied.
When the Defense said it has record that he received US$60 on the third day and another US$ 60, while
during his fourth interview he received another US$ 100 coupled with another US$220 at the beginning of
2007, Blah said, "Yes, I remember. They were for bills for medical treatment. They paid for them. I do not
know what the questions are about."
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Heritage (Liberia)
Monday, 19 May 2008
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National Chronicle
Monday, 19 May 2008
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National Chronicle
Monday, 19 May 2008
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Liberian Express (Liberia)
Monday, 19 May 2008
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Liberian Express
Monday, 19 May 2008
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The Analyst (Liberia)
Monday, 19 May 2008

22

23

Cocorioko website
Thursday, 22 May 2008
'I had no hands in the assassination of Masquita' : Moses Blah
Written by Alphonsus Zeon
Thursday, 22 May 2008
The former Liberian Vice President, Moses Blah on Tuesday, 20 May, ended his testimony at the trial of
his former boss, Charles Taylor, at the UN-backed Special Court sitting in The Hague, The Netherlands.
On the last day of his testimony, the 27th prosecution witness faced questions relating to his own role in
the Liberian civil war and the death of the former Commander of the RUF rebel movement, Sam
Bockarie, as Mr Taylor’s lawyers sought to cast doubt over his honesty. It follows damning allegations
by Mr Blah that Mr Taylor instructed his fighters to kill Mr Bockaris. Under cross examination, Mr Blah
rejected suggestions from Taylor’s lead lawyer, Courtney Griffiths that Blah had a hand in the death of
Sam Bockarie. The autopsy report prepared after an examination of Bockarie’s body read out in court on
Tuesday, revealed the RUF commander had four bullets lodged in his chest, two in his back and one in his
pelvis. Mr Blah said a public notary document signed by one Jusu Momoh, alleging that Mr. Blah had
instructed his Chief of Office Staff, Eugene Nagbe to deposit Bockarie’s body at the Samuel Stryker
Funeral home in Monrovia was “a blinking lie”. He also refuted a Monrovia newspaper article quoting a
witness who appeared before the country’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, alleging that he [Blah]
had supervised a military mission codenamed “Operation Grass Hopper”, in which several dozen civilians
were massacred on Duport Road in Monrovia.Blah said both the Analyst newspaper, which published the
article, and the person only identified as Debleh, had lied. Blah answered in the negative to questions from
Griffiths on whether he commanded a child soldier unit, known as the Small Boys’ Unit of the NPFL. He
said he had only taken in a 13-year-old child soldier when he was Inspector General of the NPFL, but on
humanitarian grounds. He went on to say that the boy, Tamba Allieu, ceased being a fighter thereafter and
that he was still under his care.Courtesy: BBC World Service Trust and Search for Common Ground
Last Updated ( Thursday, 22 May 2008 )
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Patriotic Vanguard website
Thursday, 22 May 2008
Moses Blah ends testimony at Taylor trial
By Alphonsus Zeon
The former Liberian Vice President, Moses Blah on Tuesday, 20 May, ended his testimony at the trial of
his former boss, Charles Taylor, at the UN-backed Special Court sitting in The Hague, The Netherlands.
On the last day of his testimony, the 27th prosecution witness faced questions relating to his own role in
the Liberian civil war and the death of the former Commander of the RUF rebel movement, Sam
Bockarie, as Mr Taylor’s lawyers sought to cast doubt over his honesty.
It follows damning allegations by Mr Blah that Mr Taylor instructed his fighters to kill Mr Bockaris.
Under cross examination, Mr Blah rejected suggestions from Taylor’s lead lawyer, Courtney Griffiths that
Blah had a hand in the death of Sam Bockarie. The autopsy report prepared after an examination of
Bockarie’s body read out in court on Tuesday, revealed the RUF commander had four bullets lodged in
his chest, two in his back and one in his pelvis.
Mr Blah said a public notary document signed by one Jusu Momoh, alleging that Mr. Blah had instructed
his Chief of Office Staff, Eugene Nagbe to deposit Bockarie’s body at the Samuel Stryker Funeral home
in Monrovia was “a blinking lie”.
He also refuted a Monrovia newspaper article quoting a witness who appeared before the country’s Truth
and Reconciliation Commission, alleging that he [Blah] had supervised a military mission codenamed
“Operation Grass Hopper”, in which several dozen civilians were massacred on Duport Road in
Monrovia. Blah said both the Analyst newspaper, which published the article, and the person only
identified as Debleh, had lied.
Blah answered in the negative to questions from Griffiths on whether he commanded a child soldier unit,
known as the Small Boys’ Unit of the NPFL. He said he had only taken in a 13-year-old child soldier
when he was Inspector General of the NPFL, but on humanitarian grounds. He went on to say that the
boy, Tamba Allieu, ceased being a fighter thereafter and that he was still under his care. Courtesy: BBC
World Service Trust and Search for Common Ground
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
21 May 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Executive Submits 2008/2009 Budget to National Legislature
(Daily Observer, The News, The Inquirer, Heritage, The Analyst, Public Agenda)

•

•
•
•

The Budget Bureau has submitted a draft National budget of over US$276m to the National
Legislature.
Speaking at a news conference yesterday, Budget Director Augustine Ngafuan said the draft
budget represents Fiscal Year 2008/2009 and a growth of 38.8% over the approved of budget
of 2007/2008 of US$199 million.
Director Ngafuan said the draft Budget is broken down into a core budget of over US$248
million and an allocation of US$9.5m was made in the Budget for the upward adjustment of
civil servants salaries.
He said the Budget is poverty driven and is being topped by the education sector, which has
an allocation of US$27.1 million.

Senate Passes Four Acts as Lower House Concurs
(Daily Observer)

•

The Liberian Senate on Tuesday passed three bills into law recording one of the highest
numbers of bills ever passed by the body in a single session since it was officially seated to
transact legislative work early 2006. The Acts include three oil contracts and an agriculture
concession agreement signed by the Government of Liberia. The Acts passed Tuesday bring
to seven the number bills passed by the Senate in two weeks, three of which the House of
Representative concurred with the upper house.

Blah Concludes Cross Examination with Taylor’s Lawyers
(National Chronicle, The Informer, New Democrat, Daily Observer, The News, The Inquirer, Heritage, The
Analyst, Public Agenda)

•

•
•

Lawyers representing detained former President Charles Taylor have ended their crossexamination of Moses Blah, a key prosecution witness in the trail. Mr. Taylor’s lawyers have
been busy thrashing ‘evidence’ that their client orchestrated atrocities in neighbouring Sierra
Leone from his presidential power base in Monrovia.
Before ending their cross-examination, the defense lawyers accused Mr. Blah of having a
hand in the death of Sierra Leone’s rebel Commander, Sam Bockarie in Liberia a claim he
denied.
Earlier, the defense team sought to downplay the notion that Mr. Blah was an insider and had
knowledge on Taylor-RUF links.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)
National Budget formally Presented to Legislature
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
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Defense Lawyers Ends Cross-Examination of Taylor’s Vice President
• Lawyers representing detained former President Charles Taylor have ended their crossexamination of Moses Blah, prosecution witness in The Hague.
• Before ending their cross-examination, the defense lawyers accused Mr. Blah of having a
hand in the death of Sierra Leone’s rebel Commander, Sam Bockarie in Liberia a claim he
denied.
• Earlier, the defense team sought to downplay the notion that Mr. Blah was an insider and
had knowledge on Taylor-RUF links.
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)

President Sirleaf Wants Unity Amongst Citizens
•
•

An Executive Mansion release issued in Monrovia yesterday said President Ellen JohnsonSirleaf has urged citizens of Grand Cape Mount County to put aside their differences and unite
for the development of the county.
Speaking during the second day of her cabinet retreat in Robertsport, Grand Cape Mount
County, the President encouraged the local authorities and the county’s legislative caucus to
forge ahead in the interest of the county.

*****
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Voice of America
Wednesday, 21 May 2008
Experts Warn of Violence After Guinea President Fires Prime Minister
By Ricci Shryock
Dakar
21 May 2008

Opposition politicians in Guinea are welcoming the ouster of former Prime Minister Lansana
Kouyate, while union leaders say they will take a wait and see approach. Kouyate was fired in a
presidential decree read on state television Tuesday. Ricci Shryock reports from our regional
bureau in Dakar.
Opposition leaders said Kouyate had not done enough to improve economic
conditions of Guineans, and that they welcomed his dismissal.
Kouyate was named consensus prime minister in 2007 following violent unionled protests against long time President Lansana Conte.
Union leaders said Wednesday they would wait until the new prime minister,
Ahmed Tidiane Souare, names his new government before commenting
further.
Souare is close to President Conte, and has previously been minister of mines
and education.

Lansana Kouyate
He told journalists Wednesday he would work for reconciliation, change and ending what he called a state
of cacophony at the higher echelons of Guinea's government.
Immediately after the announcement Tuesday night, youths took to the streets and threw stones in protest
in several suburbs of the capital Conakry. But Wednesday the situation was calm.
In the eastern city of Kankan, though, shops and offices were closed, in fear of possible violence. Kankan
is populated mainly by ethnic Malinke, the ethnic group of the dismissed prime minister.
A senior researcher for West Africa for the New York-based group Human Rights Watch, Corinne Dafka,
warned of increased violence.
"A clear concern of ours, and I am sure others, is that this firing could provoke another wave of violent
protests in Guinea," Dafka said.
Dafka says the government reacted violently to public protests in 2007, and she worries it will happen
again.
"We are concerned about the way those were dealt with about one year ago, in which at least 130
individuals were gunned down and otherwise killed in other forms by members of the security forces,"
Dafka said.
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President Conte has been in power since a coup in 1984. Berlin-based Transparency International has
called his government one of the most corrupt in the world.
The West African country is home to mineral wealth-it holds more than a third of the world's known
reserves of bauxite-but most of its citizens live in poverty.

