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Independent Observer
Wednesday, 7 May 2008

[This article was also carried by Awoko and the Concord Times]
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BBC World Service Trust
Tuesday, 6 May 2008
In the war crimes trial of the former Liberian President Charles Taylor, there are some Prosecution
witnesses who request not to be seen by the public while they testify.
Lawyers pressing charges against Taylor say these witnesses fear for their safety and that of their family
members and would not like to be known while they give evidence.
At some point, lawyers defending Charles Taylor reject the protective status of some of these witnesses
and asked the Court to look at the reasons for keeping them away from the public eye.
So when the Prosecution put another secret witness on the stand Tuesday, Taylor’s lawyers resisted that
TF1-215 did not meet the criteria to be hidden from the public.
As Alphonsus Zeon reports, the ensuing argument between the opposing lawyers took almost the entire
Tuesday after the previous witness, TF1-143, had left the stand.
ZEON: Anyah says the witness should not be given a fake name like TF1-215; he should not give
testimony behind the camera, and that his voice should not be distorted, because he is not a child, a victim
of sexual violence, neither an insider, nor an expert witness.
Anyah said these categories of witnesses are the ones covered by protective measures and that TF1-215
did not fit in any of these categories.
ANYAH: Indeed I submit to the Chamber that witness 215 who is up next is not covered by this order.
ZEON: Taylor’s lawyer Anyah prevails on the Judges to review the reasons for granting protective status
to some witnesses, because the British-trained Ghanaian lawyer argues times have changed so much so
that some of the ten-year old measures do not hold water any longer.
The Prosecution counter-argues that although TF1-215 is a witness of fact, he does hold security fear.
Prosecution lawyer Julia Baly says the court in its decision of January this year said it was satisfied that
potential threats to witnesses still existed, providing the basis why the measure should stay.
The Court agrees with Taylor’s lawyers that TF1-215 did not enjoy protection, but Presiding Judge
Theresa Doherty says the call for a review of the protective measures remains arguable
JUSTICE DOHERTY: The Defence have opposed and applied to rescind the purported protective
measures for witness TF1-215. The Prosecution submit that the witness is protected by an order of Trial
Chamber I of 5 July 2004, entitled "Decision on Prosecution motion for modification of protective
measures for witnesses", which the Prosecution submits applies to 266 witnesses of fact including
witness TF1-215. After careful consideration of that decision and the submissions of counsel, we find
nothing in the decision which would entitle witness TF1-215 to any protective measures. In our view, the
decision relates solely to those witnesses listed in annexes A and B of the renewed Prosecution motion for
protective measures. Witness TF1-215 is not among those witnesses listed in the annexes. Accordingly,
the witness will testify in open court
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ZEON: Instead of bringing TF1-215 in open court, the Prosecution withdraws the witness they say should
have testified to facts.
Prosecution lawyer Shyamala Alagendra announces a different witness instead.
BALY: Your Honour, the Prosecution does not intend to call witness TF1-215. The next witness will be
witness TF1-028, to be led by my colleague Ms Alagendra.
ALAGENDRA: This witness, your Honour, is a group 1, category A witness, and the protective measures
afforded to this witness previously were for her to testify using a pseudonym, behind a screen and with
voice distortion, your Honour.
ZEON: By the time the new witness, TF1-028, got ready to set foot in the courtroom it was time to pack
up for the day’s proceedings.
This is Alphonsus Zeon for the BBC World Service Trust and Search for Common Ground, reporting
from The Hague.
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New Democrat (Liberia)
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New Democrat (Liberia)
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The Monitor (Liberia)
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Daily Observer (Liberia)
Thursday, 1 May 2008
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
6 May 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

President Sirleaf Returns Home Healthy - Speaks to Several Topical Issues
(The Inquirer, The News, The Analyst)

•

•

•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf yesterday returned home from the United States of America,
after almost three weeks of absence from the country. The Liberian leader was heartily
received back home by a cross section of her government officials, officials and members of
the ruling Unity Party as well as Liberians from all walks of life.
Shortly upon her arrival late yesterday evening, the President addressed the press on a wide
range of national issues, ranging from issues of armed robbery; increment in the price of
petroleum; the last Friday’s judgment of the Criminal Court “A,” acquitting retried General
Charles Julu and Col. Andrew Dorbor among several others.
On the issue of an increase in the pump price of petroleum products and other basic
commodities on the market, the President said the issue was a global matter but however, a
national solution needed to be found in addressing it.
She said while away, she was in constant contact with the relevant government agencies and
functionaries that are responsible in addressing price issues on the market, stressing that she
was in control of the situation.
President Sirleaf said some of these increment like for example, the issue concerning the
petroleum products, were necessary to avoid shortage on the market.

IMF Opts for Refined Goals to Reduce Poverty in Liberia
(The Inquirer)

•

•

[sic] Following a week-long visit to Liberia by a team of International Monetary Fund (IMF)
experts, Fund Mission Chief, Robert Powell, has argued that to help reach the Poverty
Reduction Strategy (PRS) goals, the authorities involved should refine the costing of PRS
measures.
He said donors should align their commitment with the PRS priorities at an early stage,
saying, “The Fund supports the PRS through the Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility.”
Powell described his visit as successful. Speaking at a news conference over the weekend, Mr.
Powell explained that the government and the mission have agreed on the importance of
ensuring that the budget for fiscal 2008/09 be in line with PRS priorities.

Findings in Bribery Case due to be released today
(Heritage, The Inquirer, New Democrat)

•

•
•

Following months of internal investigation into a bribery scandal involving five lawmakers
findings into the bribery probe at the lower house are due to be released Tuesday to the
plenary. Recommendations in the report would be debated by the full plenary to determine
the fate of those involved in the alleged bribery.
The Inquirer said unconfirmed reports emanating from the House Judiciary Committee
suggest that the committee is expected to recommend some tough actions to be taken
against some of the accused based on their respective roles played.
Former Speaker Edwin Snowe last year accused five of his colleagues of bribe taking to
remove him as speaker, a claim the men constantly denied.
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Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

Rehabilitation of Monrovia-Buchanan Highway to be Delayed
•
•
•
•

Star Radio has gathered that the rehabilitation of the Monrovia-Buchanan Highway will not
start until 2010.
Our sources attributed the inability of the project to start this year to several factors. One of
the factors according to our sources, is the in-coming rainy season.
Another reason provided by our sources is inadequate raw materials needed for effective
road-building. According to our sources, the huge rock deposit discovered near Barclay Farm
in Margibi County has been sufficiently drained down and could run out of stock.
The Monrovia-Buchanan road rehabilitation project is one of the major undertakings by the
Chinese Road Construction team, CHICO. The project which covers Tubman Boulevard and
Somalia Drive is financed by the World Bank.

Community leader suggests use of Ex-security Personnel to Fight Crime
•

•

•

A local community leader says he would use the expertise of de-activated security personnel
to fight criminal activities in his community. The Chairman of the Telecom Community in
Paynesville said the inclusion and cooperation of the ex-officers would assist in making the
community peaceful.
He told Star Radio a peaceful community encourages investment and development. Mr.
Fayiah said residents of the Telecom community have agreed to embark on a monthly clean
up campaign to keep the community clean. He however, appealed to the municipal authorities
of Paynesville and NGOs operating in the area to support the efforts.
Mr. Fayiah also said owners of vacant lands would be encouraged to provide land for the
construction of commercial latrines in the community. He assured the community members
that proceeds from the latrine project would be used for community development. Mr. Fayiah
spoke following his induction as head of the Telecom Community. Other officials inducted in
office included James Fallah, Co-chairman and Jallah Saygbay, Secretary of the community.

AWOL Soldiers Begin Returning to Base - Says Defense Minister
•
•
•
•

The Defense Ministry says some soldiers who fled the barracks have begun to return following
weeks of absence. Defense Minister Brownie Samukai said the soldiers returned to their base
at the Edward Beyan Kesselly Military Barracks on the Monrovia-Harbel Highway.
Mr. Samukai however, did not state the exact number of soldiers who returned. The Defense
Ministry last month announced that at least twenty soldiers of the restructured army left the
barracks without authorization.
Mr. Samukai spoke to Star radio following a close door hearing at the House of
Representatives on the draft Defense Act. He called for the passage of the draft Act as it
provides the legal basis of the Armed Forces of Liberia.
Although the draft Defense Act has not been made public, it calls for measures to
professionalize the armed forces.

Truth FM(News monitored today at 2:00 pm)
Lawmakers Passed Armed Robbery Bill
•
•

The Houses of Representative has passed the proposed legislation seeking to make armed
robbery and other violent crimes non-bailable offenses. The bill was submitted to the
lawmakers in an effort to curb the reported increase in armed robbery.
At same time, some armed robbers have surrendered to the Police while a manhunt is on for
more dangerous criminals.
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•

Police today arrested several criminals in the vicinity of the Freeport of Monrovia and
forwarded more than 20 of them to court for prosecution.
****

