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The News
Friday, 9 May 2008

[This article was carried by several websites and local newspapers.]
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Concord Times
Thursday, 8 May 2008
Njala Wins Moot Court Competition
Njala University College Wednesday emerged winner after defeating Fourah Bay College in the fourth
national moot court competition organised by the Sierra Leone Red Cross Society (SLRCS) at the Special
Court in Freetown.
The essence of the competition was to bring international humanitarian law to the forefront, so that Sierra
Leoneans, especially students in tertiary institutions could understand it better.
SLRCS's secretary general Emmanuel H. Tommy said all tertiary institutions in the country have shown
interest in understanding international humanitarian law adding that, "Sierra Leone have signed so many
treaties in the world but not all have been looked into by past governments." He pointed out that it takes
expertise to understand the international humanitarian law and called on students and lecturers in tertiary
institutions to lay more emphasis on the IHL.
"The winners now have a responsibility of representing the country in the international moot court
competition in Arusha, Tanzania in November this year," he said.
Presiding judge at the competition Justice George Gelega King commended participants for their efforts in
presenting their case with regards to international humanitarian law.
He said the competition would help students who want to study law on how to present cases in court.
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Awoko
Friday, 9 May 2008
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BBC World Service Trust
Thursday, 8 May 2008
Last year the United Nations Security Council agreed to set up a three-member panel of experts to probe
into the 'hidden wealth' of the former Liberian President Charles Taylor, who has been accused of
committing war crimes and crimes against humanity during the 11 year conflict in Sierra Leone.
According to the SCSL Chief Prosecutor, Stephen Rapp, experts are trying to uncover Mr. Taylor's
wealth, which they claimed he had acquired from illegal blood diamond and timber trade in Liberia, Sierra
Leone and Guinea. He said they have located three hundred and seventy five million dollars which is part
of the accused wealth
Adolphus Williams met with the SCSL Chief Prosecutor, Stephen Rapp, and first questioned him about
this discovery.
RAPP: Well, we found bank transactions in accounts that there in his personal name and were being used
for his personal purposes. There’s been a little bit of misinformation about this. We did find two accounts
in the US in which there were $5 billion of activity - $5 billion US in activity – but a lot of it was money
moving back and forth between the two accounts in order to maximise daily interest payments. But at
least $375 million we’ve identified as moving out of those accounts into other banks in the US and
elsewhere around the world, and we’re continuing a tracing exercise following those funds to the present
to see how much is left. But we don’t know at this stage how much is left. Given the circumstances we
believe there are going to be some assets left here that could be available to be frozen by the UN and then
eventually available if Taylor is convicted for reparations for Sierra Leonean victims but of course to the
extent assets can be traced to Liberia and to public funds in Liberia, clearly there will be a right for
Liberia to recover as well. If we can show money being used to buy arms going to Sierra Leone, money
going to the Ukraine or something, that could help our case. That’s why we’ve been looking at this for a
long time. Additionally we have the right, if we obtain a conviction for the crime of pillage, to obtain a
forfeiture order equal to the amount of property pillaged from Sierra Leonean victims. And we’re
presenting evidence about diamond pillage, there’s a particular shipment that we’re [indistinct] a number
of evidence about was taken from Johnny Paul Koroma that was about 1,900 diamonds that we think have
been valued at several million dollars. If we can prove in the end of the day that Taylor pillaged diamonds
from Sierra Leone we can get a forfeiture order against him which could open money going back to
[interrupted]
WILLIAMS: How are you going to prove that? How are you going to determine money from Liberia,
money from Sierra Leone that formed part of Taylor’s wealth? It sounds difficult, you know.
RAPP: Well it involves the tracing exercise, and at the end of the day what I’m hoping on, and when I
meet with Liberian authorities I discuss – and with Sierra Leone authorities I discuss ways that we could
share the gains, so to speak. At the end of the day it may be difficult to tell whether money in an account
came from Sierra Leone diamonds or whether it came from Liberian timber. There may be a case to make
in boith situations, and the money’s been moved around and some’s been spent, and all of that. So I think
in the end of the day there will be a need to work out a formula for distribution between the two countries.
But the critical thing at this point is to locate the funds, because if we locate the funds we can get them
frozen by the UN under the Security Council resolution.
WILLIAMS: So all what Taylor accumulated before, during and after the war are all classified illegal and
should be confiscated?
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RAPP: Well, Global Witness has done studies in this area about money taken from various sectors of the
Liberian economy during Taylor’s administration. They estimated it at least $100 million a year during his
six years as president. The strongest evidence was the timber products study, the concession study, that
was done by the Liberian government in partnership with a number of foreign aid agencies that resulted in
the end in the cancellation of all timber concessions in Liberia at that time. And that study I think came to
the conclusion that at least 84 percent of the money gained from the timber industry during Taylor’s
administration ended up in Taylor’s pocket, where it should have ended up in the treasury. And so that’s
something that’s there, but there’s certainly evidence of other diversions of ship flag of convenience
money and [indistinct] other places where Taylor might have gotten to the treasury. But that’s going to
have to yet be proven. That’s not directly relevant to us in Sierra Leone except to the extent that it can be
shown that that’s the source of this money we compete a competitive situation and certainly we have to
recognise the Liberians have a claim to stolen assets, and you can’t use stolen assets, stolen from the
people of Liberia, to compensate people in Sierra Leone. So that’s why at the end of the day I think
there’ll have to be a formula or an arrangement or a negotiation.
WILLIAMS: Mr. Rapp, let’s make an assumption here. Assuming the Court does not find Mr. Taylor
guilty, and now the Accused’s assets are frozen, $375 million located, is it not like we are putting the cart
before the horse?
RAPP: Well we have to find the assets first in order to justify what we’re doing in the Court, and so if at
the end of the day we get a judgment for several million dollars which should go back to the people of
Sierra Leone, it won’t do us much good unless we’ve frozen the resources. The United Nations, under
Security Council resolutions, has the right – indeed the Sanctions Committee is mandated with an order to
freeze Taylor’s assets, or to freeze the assets that are in the hands of third parties that came from Taylor.
So that needs to be done in any case. And even if Taylor’s acquitted, people in Liberia and others could
have claims to get that money back based upon grounds other than war crimes. It’s not just on war crimes
that you can recover money. You could recover money because it’s theft. You could recover it under a
lawsuit saying that Taylor’s men had committed a particular injury to you and it would be a whole
different standard. Just because we would not succeed, others could succeed in the future. But it makes
sense for everyone to work together to maximise the amount of assets that are located and frozen. Once
that’s done I think then we’ll move forward to... (interrupted) share it.
WILLIAMS: And the Defence team agrees with you?
RAPP: Well, no, the Defence team obviously contests whether Taylor took money. To a large extent
that’s not directly relevant in the case. What’s relevant in the case is whether he pillaged assets from
Sierra Leone. They of course have pled ‘not guilty’ on that. We will have to prove that. The question of
how much assets he has today, that will only become relevant to the Court once we have a conviction, if
we get one, for that particular offence. Then the Court will have to determine whether an order should be
entered that would allow us some of that money to be taken by the Court, sent to Sierra Leone, or it could
be distributed to victims.
WILLIAMS: Let me use this opportunity to ask about the former Vice President and President of Liberia,
Moses Blah. We got information that he will be testifying against Taylor in Court. So when is he
appearing in Court?
RAPP: Well he’ll appear after – there’s a witness right now, there’s a witness to follow witness 571. After
571 it’s our anticipation that Mr. Blah would appear. He’s already announced publicly that he is going to
appear under his own name and waive anonymity. We’re looking for that testimony, but it will depend
entirely upon how long the previous witnesses take.
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WILLIAMS: He was complaining about his health, so how is he now?
RAPP: Well he did indicate, of course, publicly – I don’t want to discuss people’s health if they haven’t
already, but he indicated that he has high blood pressure and that he needed to make sure that that problem
is taken care of before he could travel, and that he would have a medical release from his doctor. That
examination was conducted, that release was obtained, and we didn’t want him to testify if there was any
kind of risk to his health. So that issue is resolved, as were some security issues because of threats that had
been made against him. And he’s now been able to travel to The Hague and we look forward to his
testimony.
WILLIAMS: Is he in The Hague?
RAPP: Yes. He has arrived.
WILLIAMS: And we are expecting him to take the witness stand next week?
RAPP: Next week, during the week of the 12th to the 16th of May.
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BBC World Service Trust
Thursday, 8 May 2008
Witness weeps at Taylor trial
By Alphonsus Zeon in The Hague
A prosecution witness at the trial of the former Liberian president, Charles Taylor, broke down in the
middle of her testimony in court on Wednesday as she gave a graphic description of yet more rebel
atrocities.
The witness, known only as TF1-028, said there was no shortage in the cruel acts of the AFRC/RUF
rebels in their dealings with civilians. When she began narrating how her two uncles were allegedly killed
by rebels with machetes, tears streamed down her cheek.
“I saw my uncle lying down. He had been hacked on his neck... He was saying, ‘God is great’ ... Then I
saw my other uncle ... My uncle was asking what his elder brother had done when they hacked him...
Then they hacked him across his face, saying that was the answer...[and] he died,” she said.
She narrated another incident in which rebels beat up people in Karina town, and dropped a burning
plastic on the body of her brother. The rebels allegedly raped small girls and killed people.
The witness said that in one instance, a boy was killed for simply taking soap without permission, to
wash. He was tied up on the orders of a rebel commander and “dragged like a goat” to the bush where,
despite pleas that he would be taking his school leaving O level exams in the following year, they shot
him dead.
Prosecution lawyer Shyamala Alagendra is expected to continue the direct examination of TF1-028.
Courtesy BBC World Service Trust and Search for Common Ground
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The Trial of Charles Taylor website
www.charlestaylortrial.org
Thursday, 8 May 2008
Taylor's Former Vice President, Moses Blah, to Testify Next Week
The press and outreach office of the Special Court has just announced that former Liberian Vice President
Moses Blah is now scheduled to take the witness stand next Tuesday, depending on how long the previous
witness takes. Blah served as Charles Taylor's vice president and was Taylor's immediate successor as
Liberian president when Taylor left Liberia for exile in Nigeria in August 2003.
Blah will be led in evidence by Chief Prosecutor of the Special Court, Stephen Rapp. It will be the first
time that Rapp has led a witness in the Taylor trial.
The court distributed the following summary of topics about which Blah may testify:
The witness may provide evidence in relation to the following:
Personal background information.
Training received by the Accused and Foday Sankoh in Libya in the late 1980's, the Accused authority at
that time.
Creation of the NPFL, the composition and command structure of the NPFL from the late 1980's onward,
the Accused's control over the NPFL.
Creation of SBUs in the NPFL and the RUF, reasons for using children in the NPFL and RUF.
NPFL headquarters and base camps in Liberia from the late 1980's onward.
Relationship between the Accused and the leader of Libya and the President of urkina Faso from the late
1980's onward.
Libyan assistance to the Accused and to Foday Sankoh from the late 1980's onward, including providing
money to the Accused and providing weapons and ammunition or facilitating the Accused's ability to
obtain arms and ammunition.
Assistance of the President of Burkina Faso to the Accused from the late 1980's onward, including but not
limited to providing arms and ammunition to the Accused, procedure by which such assistance provided.
Storage of arms and ammunition in Liberia.
Relationship between the Accused and leaders of the AFRC/RUF, including but not limited to Foday
Sankoh, Sam Bockarie and Issa Sesay, and Johnny Paul Koroma, leader of the AFRC/RUF Junta.
Assistance provided by the Accused to the RUF, including but not limited to arms and ammunition,
training in Liberia, providing Liberian personnel subordinate to the Accused to fight with the RUF in
Sierra Leone, providing guest houses and Liberian escorts in Liberia.

12

Command structure of the fighters in Sierra Leone in the early to mid 1990's, including the command
structure of subordinates of the Accused facilitating the movement of fighters into Sierra Leone.
Crimes against Sierra Leonean civilians committed by Liberian subordinates of the
Accused in the early to mid 1990's, including but not limited to killing civilians and looting, the Accused
reaction to these crimes.
Travel of AFRC/RUF leaders, including but not limited to Foday Sankoh, Sam
Bockarie, Issa Sesay, Johnny Paul Koroma, to Liberia to meet with the Accused and/or his subordinates.
Communications within the NPFL in Liberia regarding activities of the NPFL and RUF, and regarding
crimes being committed in Sierra Leone.
The Accused's control over the Liberian armed forces, police, special units after he became President in
1997, command structure among those forces.
The involvement of the AFRC/RUF in supporting the Accused against the LURD and ULIMO.
Circumstance surrounding the killing of Sam Bockarie in Liberia by personnel subordinate to the
Accused, including but not limited to the reason for the killing.
Circumstances surrounding the killing of Johnny Paul Koroma, the leader of the
AFRC/RUF Junta government, in Liberia by personnel subordinate to the Accused.
Copyright (c) 2003 Open Society Institute. Reprinted with the permission of the Open Society Institute,
400 West 59th Street, New York, NY 10019 USA, www.justiceinitiative.org. or www.soros.org.
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Reuters
Thursday, 8 May 2008
Court chases $375 mln from Liberian Taylor's banks
By Katrina Manson
FREETOWN, May 8 (Reuters) - Prosecutors for Sierra Leone's war crimes court are trying to track down
$375 million they say vanished from two U.S. bank accounts held by former Liberian President Charles
Taylor when he was forced from power in 2003.
But lawyers defending the former warlord against charges of fomenting civil war in Sierra Leone to obtain
diamonds challenged prosecutors to produce evidence that Taylor had salted away state funds for his
personal use.
Taylor is on trial before a U.N.-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone set up to try those most responsible
for that country's 1991-2002 civil war, in which drug-taking rebels killed, raped and hacked limbs off
terrified villagers.
Taylor denies all charges and has requested donor funds to pay his lawyers because he says he is broke.
The Special Court's chief prosecutor, Stephen Rapp, said a London law firm working with the court had
found records of two bank accounts in Taylor's name at Citi bank in New York.
"These accounts were closed and a total of $375 million was transferred from them over time into other
bank accounts in the U.S. and elsewhere," Rapp told Reuters in an interview this week.
The accounts were closed in December 2003, four months after Taylor stepped down as President and
went into exile, he said.
"The amount of money is truly remarkable ... It seems at least 80 percent of the revenues of Liberia -from timber, ship money, customs, other things -- ends up in Taylor's own private accounts," Rapp said.
"Customs receipts would be delivered to him at the end of the day. There are examples of paying nearly
$2 million into the government treasury in the morning and that same afternoon that same exact figure -$1,999,975 -- going into Taylor's account."
"PUT UP OR SHUT UP"
Taylor's lawyers challenged prosecutors to produce evidence.
"To date we have not seen a shred of evidence to support the fact that former President Charles Taylor has
salted away millions whilst he was in power," Courtenay Griffiths, Charles Taylor's lead defence lawyer
told Reuters in the Netherlands.
"We say they ought to put up or shut up on this issue.
"There is no charge on the indictment relating to him stashing money away overseas. Finding the money
is totally irrelevant to the indictment. The sole relevance of finding that money would be to contradict his
assertion that he is indigent and that the court should pay for his defence," Griffiths said.
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Taylor, who escaped from a U.S. jail where he was being held on embezzlement charges in 1985,
emerged victorious from the first phase of Liberia's 14-year civil war and was elected president in 1997,
only for rebels to force him out in 2003.
The trial is being held in the Hague for fear of destabilising West Africa. Last month a former fighter told
the court he had killed men, women and babies on Taylor's orders and had eaten the heart of a former
rebel leader.
Rapp said he was working closely with the United Nations Sanctions Committee, which has the power to
freeze Taylor's assets anywhere in the world, to accelerate the search for the cash, which could potentially
be used to compensate war victims.
"The one thing we don't know is how much is left, so to speak, at the end of the rainbow," he said.
"But ... we would be very surprised if a substantial amount were not still out there in bank accounts,
potentially in banking havens, countries with strong bank secrecy laws, and in the names of persons other
than Mr Taylor," Rapp said.
Even if the funds were found and seized, Liberia and Sierra Leone would need to agree how to divide it
up.
"There's two claims on the money, and Sierra Leone is not entitled to all of the money. Some gain-sharing
should be worked out between the two countries," he said. (For full Reuters Africa coverage and to have
your say on the top issues, visit: africa.reuters.com) (Additional reporting by Alexander Hudson in
Amsterdam and Alphonso Toweh in Monrovia; writing by Alistair Thomson)
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The Analyst (Liberia)
Thursday, 8 May 2008
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New Democrat (Liberia)
Thursday, 8 May 2008
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New Democrat (Liberia)
Thursday, 8 May 2008
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Cocorioko website
Friday, 9 May 2008
Njala edges FBC in court moot contest
Written by Moses Kargbo
The Njala University College will be representing Sierra Leone in the November 2008 International Moot
Court competition to be held in Arusha, Tanzania after defeating the defending champions, Fourah Bay
College in this year's local contest.
The competition, organised by the Sierra Leone Red Cross Society (SLRCS) with the support of the UNbacked Special Court for Sierra Leone, was held at the Trial Chamber II of the court at New England in
Freetown.
The session, which focused on International Humanitarian Law (IHL) for students in colleges and tertiary
institutions across the country, seeks to popularise the subject to enable students understand and
appreciate it. It also provides Sierra Leonean academics the opportunity to be recognised globally.
The two teams from Njala and FBC were locked in a fierce debate as each argued on a specific IHLrelated case in a 30-minute presentation. After protracted arguments, a six-man jury gave their opinion
and a subsequent verdict on whose presentation was the best. And the lot, this time, fell on Njala.
Justice George Gelega-King, President of the Special Court who presided over the session, commended
the participants for their brilliant presentations, adding that the competition would help students who want
to study law with the basic skills on how to present cases in court. He urged the winning team to
reconsider studying law as non of them is a student of law.
This is the first time the Njala University College has peeped Fourah Bay College to the contest as the
previous three contests had been won by the latter. The winning team of Emmanuel Sahr Joseph, Jestina
Simbo and Emmanuel Kanga were commended for breaking the FBC monopoly in the contest.
The losing team of William Freeman, Victoria Davies and Alex Bull were equally applauded for putting
up a brilliant showing.
Secretary-General of the Sierra Leone Red Cross Society, Emmanuel Tommy encouraged students and
lecturers in colleges and tertiary institutions to lay more premium on International Humanitarian Law.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
8 May 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Operation Thunder Storm Succeeding against Criminals
(The Informer, The News)

•

‘Operation Thunder Storm’ is making impact as latest Police report shows a reduction in
criminal activities in the last three weeks. ‘Operation Thunder Storm’ is a security network
recently launched by the Liberia National Police in collaboration with UNMIL to combat armed
robbery. Police Inspector General Munah Sieh told a regular news briefing Wednesday that
nine cases of armed robbery were reported in the last three weeks as opposed to 47 cases
reported across the country with Monrovia accounting for 40 of those cases in April alone.

UN Envoy Wants Greater Involvement of Women - To Advance Their Rights
(The News)

•
•

•
•

[sic] The UN envoy to Liberia, Ms. Ellen Margrethe Løj, is calling for the advancement of
women’s rights in post-conflict Liberia.
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) was speaking at the Monrovia
City Hall at the start of a five-day National Women’s Conference organized by the Liberian
Government, with support from the United Nations family and other partners in the country,
under the theme, “Advancing Women’s Human Rights in Peace-building, Recovery and
Development Processes in Liberia”.
SRSG Løj threw out a challenge to the organizers of the conference to take the message of
women’s empowerment and the advancement of women’s rights to community level.
“When discussing these issues, ensure that they are not only discussed with intellectual
women in Monrovia; make sure that all women of Liberia are involved in these efforts,” the
UN envoy emphasized.

Police IG Eschews Vigilante Groups
(The Inquirer)

•
•
•

•

[sic] The Inspector-General of the Liberia National Police (LNP), Beatrice Muna Sieh has
warned community dwellers to put a halt to what they termed as "vigilante, or watch night
team" since there is no need for such in the country.
The Police boss observed that the physical appearance of some of those who claimed to be
part of the vigilante team is even worse than the criminals, while others who claimed to be
part of the team go on the rampage and hurt innocent people.
Addressing the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) weekly briefing on Wednesday,
Inspector Sieh explained that the Police have organized a community forum to joint work
together as a team in combating crimes throughout the city and its environs. She added that
the communities have registered with the various Police Stations throughout the city.
The Police Inspector-General also praised President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf for the level of
support she has given to the Police to perform all if its duties, "even though, we still need
more logistics to perform our job. Thank God for UNMIL that is also assisting us".
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Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

LDI Expresses Disappointment with President Sirleaf’s Comments on Court’s ruling
• The Liberia Democratic Institute says it is disappointed with President Sirleaf’s comments on
the Not Guilty verdict from the treason case.
• The LDI said comments by President Sirleaf that that Judge who handed down the Not Guilty
verdict should go and sin no more is worrisome.
• LDI Executive Director, Dan Saryeh said the Liberian leader’s statement has terrible
implications.
• Mr. Saryee said Madam Sirleaf’s comments clearly indict the Judge of wrongly handling down
the verdict.
• Meanwhile, the LDI boss called on government to pay reparation to General Charles Julu and
retired Col. Andrew Dorbor for wrongfully detaining them.
• Mr. Saryeh also called on Justice Minister Phillip Banks to unconditionally withdraw his
statement that Judge Peter Gbeneweleh’s verdict was a show of incompetence.
Liberia hosts ECOWAS currency forum
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The regional body, ECOWAS says its monetary cooperation would promote and build the
economy of member states.
The interim head of the West Africa Monetary Agency said the single currency to be
introduced would conform to the economy of the various states.
Mr. Melvin Tucker said a policy called the Convergence Criteria has been introduced, which
member states should meet.
Mr. Tucker said the criteria include inflation rate and borrowing money from the central
banks.
He said the single currency which is expected to be introduced in 2009 would also help to
boost trade and commerce in member states.
Mr. Tucker spoke at the Government-ECOWAS/ West Africa Monetary Agency Joint
Sensitization Seminar on the Monetary Cooperation in Monrovia.
He said the sensitization seminar would take place in all ECOWAS states to inform citizens
about the single currency.
Mr. Tucker said the living standard of the people in the sub region is also being considered.

Dutch company to construct school in Buchanan
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Netherlands based Insurance Company, National Academic, has begun the construction of a
two story school building in Buchanan, Grand Bassa County. The project is estimated at
nearly US$160,000.
The Project Manager of National Academic, Benedict Reeves said the construction work on the
school is expected to complete by the end of August this year.
He said the thirty-classroom school when completed will accommodate six hundred students.
The sponsor of the project, Mrs. Josephine Hermen Gbae said the construction of the school is
to enhance the educational capacity of Liberian children.
Mrs. Gbae said when children are educated they will be in a better position to contribute to
the decision making and rebuilding process of the country.
The school is being constructed to relocate students of the Buchanan Community School now
called National Academic on Preston Street.

UK-based NGO to supply magnesium sulphate
•
•

An NGO based in the United Kingdom says it would bring in the country more than two
thousand capsules of magnesium sulphate.
The head of Hope for Grace Kaindo told Star Radio the drugs would be used for maternity
purposes.
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•
•
•
•

Madam Angela Gorman said the medicines would be shared among key hospitals including
JFK, Redemption, ELWA and Rennie in Kakata, Margibi County.
She said the magnesium sulphate was donated to her organization by a drugs producing
factory in the United Kingdom.
According to her, the shipment of the drugs to Liberia would cost four thousand United States
dollars.
Madam Gorman reaffirmed her organization’s commitment to assist improve health care
delivery in post-war Liberia.

Liberia, IRC sign MOU
•
•
•
•
•
•

Government and the International Rescue Committee have signed a memorandum of
understanding to improve technical education in Liberia.
The MOU will improve the quality of technical vocational education at the Liberia Swedish
Vocational Training Centre located in Nimba County.
Under the two year agreement, the IRC’s LEGACY program will provide technical and financial
support for the trainings.
The IRC will over US one hundred thousand dollars to refurbish the dormitory facilities and
provide tools and equipment to train youths.
In addition, the IRC will also facilitate the revision of existing curricula or develop new ones
based on labour market need.
Education Minister Joseph Korto signed for government while IRC Acting Country Director
Elijah Okeyo signed for the IRC.
****

