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BBC World Service Trust
Tuesday, 10 June 2008
A new Prosecution witness who took the stand late Monday has been telling the court RUF had
connection with the government of former President Charles Taylor.
The witness is protected and testifies with a distorted voice.
BBCWST/SFCG Alphonsus Zeon reports for the court room in The Hague.
ZEON: TF1-539 said during his stay at the home of Special Security Service Director Benjamin Yeaten,
the SSS Director told him to await the arrival of RUF commander Sam Bockarie before finalizing
discussions on travelling to Burkina Faso to find the ammunition for the 40-barrel machine gun and other
artillery weapons the RUF captured from Guinean and Nigerian ECOMOG troops in Sierra Leone. The
witness also said Bockarie brought diamonds from Sierra Leone to Yeaten in Monrovia.
TF1-539: All of those diamonds were taken by Sam Bockarie and handed over to Mr Benjamin. After
they had been handed over to Mr Benjamin, not long after I and Zigzag Marzah went out of the veranda
and out into the compound where the securities sat. Mr Bockarie, Mr Benjamin, the two Lebanese,
including Mr Mohamed Saleh, entered Mr Benjamin's vehicle and they went.
ZEON: TF1-539 said when he moved to the home of Taylor’s Chief of Protocol, Ambassador Musa Cisse
in Monrovia, he saw a radio room being run by an RUF operative called Menmuna Jalloh.
TF1-539: Yes, Memuna Jalloh...was an old time RUF, that she was a kind of daughter to Pa Sankoh. They
started the RUF and she knew a lot about communication... Memuna was the liaison between RUF and the
Ghankay government, she herself told me that... I even was made to understand that Memuna herself lived
in Ivory Coast with Foday Sankoh.
COUNSEL: Where was it that she worked in Liberia?
TF1-539: Well, most of the time she was in her radio room, but at times she would come to the mansion.
That was the radio room that was in Musa Cisse's house.
ZEON: TF1-539 told the Court before moving to the home of Ambassador Cisse, he briefly stayed with
Col. Joseph Marzah, alias Zigzah Marzah, where a lady having a relationship with Sam Bockarie was
killed on grounds that she was attempting to spy on RUF and Liberian government security operatives.
TF1-539: we were sitting, myself, JR, Sam Bock, Foday and some other Liberians who I cannot recall
now, when Marzah came.... and he took out something from his pocket, opened it up and dropped it on the
table and I observed that it was a hand...the lower palm of the hand. Why I knew that it was a female hand
it had a lady's ring and a nail polish on the fingers, and he dropped it on the table and he said, "Master,
mission accomplished", and they all burst out laughing. I too laughed because I had no option, but I was
concerned
Taylor sat listening as the witness narrated. The former Liberian president denies connections with the
RUF.
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Legalbrief Africa
Wednesday, 11 June 2008
A window into gripping war crimes trial
Published in: eLaw & Management
Date: Wed 11 June 2008
Category: Internet
Issue No: 1237
Liberians and Sierra Leoneans are taking a close interest in the trial of former Liberian President Charles
Taylor through a mixture of radio programmes and blogs.
While eight trials are being conducted at the Special Court in Freetown, Taylor's trial is taking place in
The Hague, to reduce the possibility of destabilising West Africa. Balancing Act notes that a blogger
called Zeon, and his Sierra Leonean counterpart Adolphus Williams, are temporarily based in The Hague
to create locally-driven news reports on Taylor's trial. Every week they develop 30-minute radio
programmes providing an overview of the trial's highlights. These reports are sent to Freetown and the
Liberian capital Monrovia. After being translated into local languages, call-in discussions are added, and
the programmes are distributed to community radio stations throughout both countries. Live video feed of
the trial, streamed through the Special Court Web site, has engaged many Liberians and Sierra Leoneans
in the diaspora. In West Africa, though, this tool's usefulness is limited. Lack of Internet access, combined
with high illiteracy rates, has meant that using the Internet to raise awareness about the trial in Liberia is a
'complete flop,' according to Zeon. He seems determined to continue spreading reliable and relevant
information about the trial in his home country. 'If we don't do our job,' he said, 'Taylor's people will
manipulate public opinion.'
Full Balancing Act report
View Charles Taylor's trial on a live video feed
Read unofficial real-time transcripts from the trial
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United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
10 June 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Another land dispute claims 10 lives – 20 others missing
(The News, New Democrat, The Informer)

•

•

Land disputes are becoming common in recent times, with contestants resorting to violence.
The latest of such case is in Margibi County where 10 persons are presumed dead and more
than 20 others missing in action following bloody clashes over land in Kakata between
Senator Roland Kaine and a Ministry of Commerce official, Charles Bennie during the
weekend.
Police authorities confirmed the incident and dispatched a team of investigators to the scene
to probe the cause of the fracas. The incident in Margibi follows a similar violent protest in
Maryland over a land dispute between two districts.

Auditing Commission accuses Finance Ministry and Central Bank of Non-cooperation
(New Democrat, The Informer, The News, the Inquirer, The Analyst)

•

Reports in many dailies continue to suggest the apparent refusal of the Ministry of Finance
and the Central Bank of Liberia to comply with an ongoing audit conducting by the General
Auditing Commission (GAC). However, the Ministry of Finance in a press release published in
the Daily Observer denied the claims saying it has submitted original processed vouchers and
other supporting documents to the General Auditing Commission.

Two suspects charged with murder in connection with bishop’s death
(The Informer, The News, Daily Observer, The Inquirer, National Chronicle)

•

•
•

Police in Monrovia have forwarded to court two men linked to the killing of Bishop Alfred Quao
of the Salvation Church of God in Logan Town some two weeks ago. The two men, a
Ghanaian (Samuel Amofa) and a Liberian (Rev. Brima Fartoma) appeared in court Monday
and were charged with the murder of the Bishop.
Police said during preliminary investigation, Amofa revealed that Rev. Fartoma accused the
Bishop of being a cheat and threatened to teach him a lesson.
The latest revelation contradicts earlier information that the bishop was killed after a woman
begged him to come out and pray for her ailing son.

Government line up witnesses against ex-public officials
(National Chronicle, The Informer, Daily Observer, The Inquirer,)

•

Several news items said the corruption case involving five former government officials will
continue unabated as State lawyers on Monday presented a list of witnesses to the court to
be qualified for the trial. State witnesses are due to begin testifying today.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)
Auditing Commission Reports Hitches
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
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Trial of 5 Former Finance Ministry Officials Opens in Monrovia
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
Suspects in Bishop’s Murder Case Sent To Court
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
UNDP Constructs Health Centre in Gbarpolu County
• The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has sponsored the construction of a
clinic in Jallah Lone Town, Gbarpolu County.
• In an interview, Paramount Chief Jallah Lone said the lack of a health centre have made
residents to walk for hours to seek medical attention at the nearest health centre or in other
counties.
• Chief Lone commended the UNDP for constructing the clinic, but pleaded with the
organization to consider constructing a school and market buildings in the area.
Harvard Interns indentify Rebuilding as A Challenge facing Liberians
• In an interview, interns of the Harvard University in the U.S. who are currently in the country
say the rebuilding of Liberia is a challenge for every citizen.
• They said though the reconstruction effort was well on course, it required the active
participation of all.
• The students are assigned at the Ministry of Internal Affairs and are assisting with the
development of a peace-building office in the country. Others are working on urban planning
and national identification cards.
• The Harvard interns are working on their Masters Degrees in Public Administration,
International Development and Business.
MCSS Teachers Want Government Honour Deal
• The Monrovia Consolidated School System (MCSS) Teacher’s Association has called on
government to honour its promise regarding an increment in teachers’ salaries.
• The President of the association, Mr. Nathan Suah said government had promised to increase
teachers’ salaries as part of a deal to end a strike action last year and warned that failure to
adhere to the bargain would suggest that the authorities were not taking teachers seriously.
• Mr. Suah however ruled out the possibility of teachers laying down their chalks to press for
their demands.
• He said they would rather engage government constructively until their demands are met.

*****
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Associated Press
Wednesday, 11 June 2008
US attorney general urges prompt extradition of alleged Russian arms dealer from Thailand
BANGKOK, Thailand: The United States has a strong case against alleged Russian arms dealer Viktor
Bout and is optimistic he will be extradited from Thailand promptly, Attorney General Michael Mukasey
said Wednesday.
Bout, dubbed "The Merchant of Death," was arrested in Thailand on March 6. He has been indicted in the
U.S. on four terrorism offenses and is awaiting extradition proceedings that were scheduled for this week
but then delayed until July 28.
"I'm very optimistic that the proper course will be followed and that Victor Bout will be extradited,"
Mukasey told reporters at the end of a two-day visit to Bangkok for meetings with law enforcement
officials.
He said he believes the case for Bout's extradition is "very strong" and that "it will proceed expeditiously."
Bout is accused of trying to sell weapons to a U.S.-designated terrorist organization with the goal of
killing Americans, according to a U.S. indictment made public May 6.
American prosecutors say Bout was offering a deadly arsenal of weapons to the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia, or FARC, including more than 700 surface-to-air missiles, thousands of guns, hightech helicopters, and airplanes outfitted with grenade launchers and missiles.
The charges were based in part on a covertly recorded meeting in Thailand on March 6. He was arrested
after a sting operation in which undercover U.S. agents posed as Colombian rebels.
The 41-year-old Russian faces charges of conspiring to kill Americans, conspiring to kill U.S. officers or
employees, conspiring to provide material support to terrorists and conspiring to acquire and use an antiaircraft missile.
Bout, who had eluded arrest for years, is regarded as one of the world's most wanted arms traffickers.
He was purportedly the model for the arms dealer portrayed by Nicolas Cage in the 2005 movie "Lord of
War."
Bout's alleged list of customers includes African dictators and warlords such as former Liberian President
Charles Taylor, Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi and both sides of the civil war in Angola. He has been
accused of breaking several U.N. arms embargoes.
He has declined to comment to reporters in Thailand, but has long denied being involved in illicit deals.
Mukasey noted that his birthday was July 28, the same day as Bout's extradition hearing, and called it a
"fortuitous day for me."
"I can think of no better gift than for the extradition proceeding to go forward on that day and to be
concluded successfully," he said.

