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Integrated Regional Information Network
Friday, 20 June 2008
Sex Crimes Continue in Peacetime
Freetown
Eight years after a civil war in Sierra Leone that became notorious for the extent of rape and violence
committed against civilians, social workers fear that rape is more of a problem in post-conflict,
democratic society than it was during the war.
The International Rescue Committee (IRC), which runs four "Rainbo Centres" - counseling and treatment
clinics for raped and battered women in Sierra Leone - recorded 1,176 attacks on women around the
country last year. Its staff say these numbers are just the tip of the iceberg.
"When we started work just after the war it was to provide medical and psychological counseling to
women who had been abused during the war, but the new cases have just not stopped coming," said
Hannah Kargbo, a nurse who treats abused women.
"Some of the perpetrators were children during the war and were exposed to rape and sexual violence then
and just carried on doing it," she said. The highest numbers of cases come from areas where large
numbers of ex-combatants are gathered.
Stigmatisation
"The ministry of health just cannot give it the attention it deserves with [other priorities, including] such
high levels of child and maternal mortality," explained Alan Glasgow, the head of the IRC in Sierra
Leone. "They want to, but the resources just aren't there."
Even when facilities do exist - like the IRC-run Rainbo Centres - people are very reluctant to come
forward and talk about what has happened to them.
"Being raped is stigmatised by society in Sierra Leone," said Eunice Whenzle, head of the Rainbo Centre
in the capital Freetown, who says that even the question of what constitutes a sexual assault is a very
complex issue in Sierra Leonean society.
Marital rape is still not considered a crime. It is also still normal for society to blame the victims for what
has happened to them, usually for how they dress or comport themselves, social workers say.
Protection of women
Getting a clear statistical picture of the problem is hindered by the country's still devastated health
infrastructure, fractured local government and other humanitarian priorities.
While the number of rapes is unclear, the extent of the problem is acknowledged by officials at all levels
as alarming. "Rape is endemic and pervasive," said one senior UN official, who requested anonymity.
Police officials said most police stations and police sub-offices receive at least one complaint of rape
every day.
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According to the human rights group Amnesty International (USA), increased rape and domestic violence
in post-conflict situations has also been recorded in the Democratic Republic of Congo, former
Yugoslavia and Northern Ireland.
"Studies suggest that domestic violence continues to intensify after conflict and is worse than it was
during the conflict," Amnesty says, urging added attention on protection of women and girls in postconflict states.
"When states fail to take the basic steps necessary to protect women from domestic violence or allow
these crimes to be committed with impunity, they are failing in their obligation to protect women's rights,"
it said in a report on post-conflict violence.
Rapists go free
But in Sierra Leone impunity for rapists is still the norm. Of 896 Rainbo Centre clients that sought legal
action against their attackers in 2007, just 13 perpetrators received a conviction.
Partly to blame is society's pressure for silence from the attacked. "The victims think that if other people
get to hear about the attack they will be mocked and blamed," Whenzle said.
Fear of stigmatisation is especially acute among the young girls and teenagers who make up the bulk of
rape victims. According to the IRC, between January and December 2007 some 65 percent of the victims
it treated were under 15 years old. The youngest client was 2 months old.
"The young ones refuse to go back to school after the attack because they think other children will tease
them about it," explained Whenzle. "Some of the girls completely retract from society, refusing to eat or
engage with anyone."
Even when girls and women do come forward and try to get a legal conviction against their attacker, they
face large financial and administrative obstacles to getting the necessary medical exams and certificates,
and then an interminable wait for justice.
"The court system is incredibly slow," said Whenzle at the Rainbo Centre in Freetown. "We try to explain
to people that it is nonetheless better to let the justice system run its course, otherwise these crimes will go
on and on, but mostly people settle out of court."
"As a result, rapists go free, and sometimes the same girl is even raped again by the same man."
Failure
Even when victims overcome the social and financial barriers to getting their case heard, the criminal
justice system has largely failed to successfully prosecute sex crimes.
"There is no stigma attached to being a rapist in Sierra Leonean society, only to being raped," Whenzle
said.
There is no stigma attached to being a rapist... only to being raped
In some cases, girls are even obliged by their families to marry the man who raped them. "These are
mostly uneducated people and their family's think just giving the girl away is the best thing to do."
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More commonly however, the rapist will offer to give money to the victim's family as a form of
punishment. "Ultimately money becomes more important than the child's welfare," Whenzle said.
Amie Kandeh, a gender-based violence expert at the IRC in Freetown, agreed. "There is a total lack of
support in society for holding perpetrators accountable," she said.
"We saw rape and sexual violence used as a tool during the war, and now it is morphing into this culture's
society as something that is understood and even accepted," said Glasgow, the IRC head.
[ This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations ]
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
20 June 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Security Council Seeks Renewal of UN Panel’s Mandate on Liberia
(The Parrot, The Informer, The New Liberia, The News)

•

The Security Council has asked Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to renew the mandate of the United
Nations panel looking into the issues of diamonds, timber, sanctions, arms and security in Liberia for
another six months. In a unanimously adopted resolution, the Council also requested Mr. Ban to
reappoint the Panel of Experts and to make the necessary financial and security arrangements to
support its work. The 15-member body also called on all States and the Government of Liberia to
“cooperate fully with the Panel of Experts in all the aspects of its mandate.”

Liberia Reinforces Ban on use of Single Barrel Shot Guns
(The Inquirer, Heritage, The New Liberia, The News)

•

The Liberian Government has reinforced the ban on the use of single barrel shot guns in the
country. The government encourage those using single barrel shot guns as a means of
livelihood to register them with the superintendent of the county they reside in. The
pronouncement follows survivors’ account that most of the 19 people killed in the recent
bloody land dispute died from gunshots wounds.

Police Search for 21 More Suspects in violent land dispute
(The Inquirer, Public Agenda, Daily Observer)

•

•

Police are searching for 21 more people suspected of being linked to the killing of several
people in a dispute over farmland along the border with Margibi and Grand Bassa Counties.
Fourteen persons including a senator have already been charged with murder and are being
prosecuted in connection with the killing.
In another twist, the Kakata City Magistrate, Joseph Freeman, according to the Public Agenda
newspaper, said he has no knowledge of how the defendants in the case were transferred
from Kakata to the Monrovia Central Prison. The Daily Observer newspaper reported
Thursday that the suspects were transferred for security reason.

Liberia’s main Opposition Political Parties Suggest Land Tenure Review – Decry
‘Insecurity’
(The News, The Inquirer)

•
•

Recent reports of clashes arising from land disputes across Liberia have triggered calls from
the two main opposition political parties for government to review the land tenure system in
the country.
In a joint statement issued Thursday, the Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) and the
Liberty Party (LP) also expressed concerns over the increasing wave of killings in the country,
blaming the situation on what they claimed as the government’s inability to handle the
security situation.
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Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

UN Says Sexual Violence Constitutes War Crimes
• The UN Security Council on Thursday’s affirmed that rape and other forms of sexual violence
can constitute war crimes, calling for measures to combat such attacks. Liberia's Foreign
Minister Olubanke King-Akerele who attended the special session said her country has
experienced widespread sexual violence and has adopted strict measures to fight them. The
UN Mission in Liberia is currently engaged with a nationwide anti-rape campaign in support of
the Liberian government.
• While addressing the special session, the UN Secretary Ban Ki-moon said an increasing and
alarming number of women and girls are falling victim to sexual violence in conflict, adding,
“we can and must push back."
• "Let us ensure that all future mandates have clear provisions on protecting women and
children in conflicts," he said.
Post-war Census Results put Liberia’s Population at 3.4 million
• Announcing the provisional results of the 2008 National Housing and Population Census in a
live radio broadcast Friday, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf put the country’s population at a
little over 3.4 million people. According to the results, Montserrado County has the highest
number of population while Grand Kru is the county with the lowest population. The 2008
census, conducted in March this year, is the first post-war census after 24 years. Results from
the last census in 1984 put the country’s population at 2.5 million. Prior to the conduct of the
new census, rough estimates had indicated that there were approximately three million or
more people in Liberia. Star Radio says the current results show a 2.1 growth rate over the
period of 24 years. Now that the preliminary census results are public knowledge, the
government can easily devise ways to foster the development and transformation of the
country.
(Also reported on Truth FM, Sky FM, Love FM, ELBC)

Aid worker resists 'witch-doctor'
• A witchdoctor up-rooting charms and talisman in Vincint Town, Bomi County has been
resisted by a worker of the Norwegian Refugee Council.
• Sayon Dukuly said he challenged the witchdoctor when he attempted entering his house to
find juju.
• Mr. Dukuly alleged the witchdoctor identified as Boima Quaye collected over 27,000 Liberian
dollars from the people of the town.
• Other residents told Star Radio they accepted the exercise because they believe it would help
cleanse Vincint Town of years of bad luck.
• The office of the Commissioner of Dowein District said it was not aware of the witchdoctor’s
cleansing process.
• The Clerk to the Commissioner, Varney Burphy said the exercise was illegal and promised to
launch a full-scale investigation.
Ban on use of Single Barrel Shot Guns Reinforced in Liberia
(Also reported on Truth FM, Sky FM, Love FM, ELBC)

****
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Afrol News
Friday, 20 June 2008
Sudan opens fresh row with ICC
afrol News, 20 June - The government of Sudan has opened fresh row with the International Criminal
Court (ICC) in The Hague, with the Minister of Justice, Salah al-Dee Ubu-Zeid, suing the ICC prosecutor,
Luis Moreno Ocampo, on terrorism charges.
The minister who was acting in response to Mr Ocampo's last month's interview with 'Sudan Tribune,'
said his action was taken to protect "Sudan's security and interests."
In the said interview, Ocampo disclosed failed plans to divert the plan carrying Sudan's Minister for
Humanitarian Affairs, Ahmed Haroun, from going to South Arabia in December.
Mr Haroun, who has been on the wanted list of the ICC for his alleged role in war crimes in Sudan's
troubled Darfur region, was on his way to perform the pilgrimage in December when the plan was
hatched. Had the plan succeeded, he would have fallen into the hands of the ICC for prosecution.
Sudanese government has been quarrelling with the ICC for its refusal to honour its obligation to extradite
Mr Haroun and Commander of the government-backed Janjaweed militia, Ali Mohamed Ali AbdelRahman aka Ali Kushayb. Kushayb has been indicted on 51 charges including murder, rape and forced
expulsions in 2003 and 2004. Sudanese officials have no regards for the ICC and would not therefore
comply with its requests.
Angered by the ICC prosecutor's disclosed plans, the Sudanese government linked the plot to "terrorism",
insisting that Ocampo should be removed from office.
As he is covered by a diplomatic immunity, the ICC prosecutor is immune to prosecution. He is covered
by a lifetime immunity on all the actions he has taken while in office.
This month, Ocampo angered Sudanese authorities for submitting a damning report on the country to the
UN Security Council, claiming to have gathered enough evidence of a "criminal plan based on the
mobilization of the whole state apparatus, including the armed forces, the intelligence services, the
diplomatic and public information bureaucracies, and the justice system."
Mr Ocampo said his office wants to know who is "maintaining and instructing" Haroun and others to
"commit crimes."
Meanwhile, European Union leaders are on the brink of imposing new sanctions on Khartoum unless its
authorities comply with the ICC prosecutor's demands.
Apart from placing an arms embargo on Sudan, the EU also imposed visa bans on a number of Sudanese
officials. But sanctions on Sudan have failed to produced the desired results, which was why EU leaders
are contemplating on freezing assets of Sudanese officials.
Last Updated ( Sunday, 22 June 2008 19:40 )
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