SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
OUTREACH AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

PRESS CLIPPINGS
Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and
related issues obtained by the Outreach and Public Affairs Office
as at:
Tuesday, 24 June 2008

Press clips are produced Monday through Friday.
Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact
Martin Royston-Wright

Ext 7217

2

Local News
Conspiracy at Taylor’s Trial? / Exclusive

Pages 3-4

International News
‘White-Flower’ Crime Scene to be Recreated / New Democrat

Page 5

Special Court Hunts for Taylor’s CIA Docs / The Independent

Pages 6-7

Lawsuit Hangs Over Police Director / National Chronicle

Page 8

Taylor’s Arab Connection Revealed / The Analyst

Page 9

Lawyer Accuses US of Hunting Father & Son / New Democrat

Page 10

Special Court Men, Police Others Storm Taylor’s ‘White Flower’ / The Monitor

Pages 11-12

US – Liberian Securities Invade Taylor’s White Flower / Public Agenda

Pages 13-14

Taylor Residence Searched Again! / National Chronicle

Page 15

UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries / UNMIL

Pages 16-18

3

Exclusive
Tuesday, 24 June 2008

4

5

New Democrat (Liberia)
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Newspaper Summary

World Bank Gives US$10M Grant to Liberia
(The News, Daily Observer, Heritage, Public Agenda, The Monitor, The Inquirer)

•

•

•

The media reports that the Liberian Government and the World Bank on Saturday signed a
US$10 million grant agreement in an effort to respond to the short and long term food needs
of the country. Signing for the Liberian government, Finance Minister Antoinette Sayeh
described the grant as an “illustration of the Bank’s continuous responsiveness to Liberia”.
Explaining the context of grant, Liberia’s Agriculture Minister Dr. Chris Toe said it is to
support national response to the food crisis. Dr. Toe said there are three components of the
grant including short and long term assistance to government’s efforts in addressing the
impact of rising food prices.
The Vice President for operation policy and country services at World Bank, Jeffrey Gutman
said the grant is indicative of the partnership between Liberia and the Bank. Mr Gutman said
the current food crisis was a global issue and a global problem for which the World Bank was
“responding quickly because time is of the essence”. He indicated that the quick response
from the World Bank was necessary so that the population is “not severely affected by the
food crisis”.

UN Extends Liberia's Arms Embargo
(Public Agenda, The News)

•

•

•

The United Nations Security Council has unanimously extended Liberia's arms embargo
mandate until 20 December, complaining that the situation in the country continues to
threaten international security. In 2007, the council lifted an embargo on Liberia's diamonds
and timber. The ban was put in place to prevent rebel groups in Liberia and Sierra Leone from
using proceeds of natural resources [blood-diamonds] to acquire arms and ammunition.
The council said Liberian government is encouraged to apply the recommendations emerging
from the last evaluation in the context of the Kimberley process, working in close cooperation
with the Council to reinforce controls on the trafficking of raw diamonds. The process,
introduced by southern African countries in 2000, was meant to contain the illicit trade of
diamonds to fuel arm conflicts in the world.
The council further requested the Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to renew until 20
December the mandate of a panel of financial experts and specialists that has been appointed
to monitor implementation of the arms ban on Liberia, and assess progress made by the
country in restoring its timber and diamond trade.

AFL Graduates Over 200 Non-Commissioned Officers
(Heritage, The News)

•

The Basic Non-commissioned Officer Course of the Armed Forces of Liberia over the weekend
graduated its 08-03 class of over 228 personnel at the Camp Sandee Ware Barracks near
Careysburg outside Monrovia. According to the Chief U. S. Office of Security Cooperation in
Liberia, the course is a leadership training which focused largely on small unit formations. Lt.
Col. William Wyatt said the basic components of the training include mission accomplishment
and the welfare of soldiers.
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•

Lt. Col. Wyatt said twenty-five officer candidates would continue to the Officer Candidate
School at the Barclay Training Centre for another six weeks. He said the U. S. government on
a temporary basis, at the request of the Liberian government, would help with the feeding of
the AFL for more than a year. Lt. Col. Wyatt also said it is difficult to obtain the twenty
percent female participation in the restructuring exercise. He expressed optimism that the
restructuring exercise of the new AFL would be completed.

Provisional Results of 2008 Census released –Liberia’s Population is 3.5 Million
(Daily Observer, The News, Heritage, The Monitor)

•

•

A new population and housing census provisional results put Liberia at 3,489,072 people. The
provisional results were released last Friday by President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf at the Foreign
Ministry. The figure based on data collected door-to-door in May are in line with projections
by development agencies in the absence of official figures during the 1989-2003 conflict that
left 250,000 people dead.
The last census, in 1984, put Liberia's population at 2,101,628. "The publication of the
preliminary results of the 2008 national population and housing census are a key milestone in
our quest towards rebuilding this country," President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf told the nation.
She said though the statistics are not final but the final report of the 2008 census will require
quite some time to be compiled. "I recommend that these statistics be used in all
development.

Phebe Hospital Receives 20 Mattresses from Lone Star
(The News, Heritage)

•

The Phebe Hospital in Bong County over the weekend received 20 mattresses from the Lone
Star Communications Company. Making the donation the Sales Support Representative of
Lone Star said the donation is the company’s way of identifying with the needs of the
hospital. Mr. Pettiquoi noted that the donation of mattresses was part of the 21 days of care
which he said has focused on humanitarian efforts. Receiving the items, the Medical Director
of the Hospital, Dr. Garfee Williams thanked Lone Star for the donation adding that the
gesture was timely. In recent weeks, Lone Star Cell has been engaged in humanitarian
programmes mainly helping hospitals, schools and orphanages.

NBI Arrests Sierra Leonean on Drug Charges
(The Inquirer)

•

The National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) over the weekend arrested a man carrying two
kilos of marijuana in the Duala Market area. Speaking to journalists at the weekend, the
Chief of Public Affairs of the NBI, Wahab Darley said Usufu Kamara was arrested by agents of
the NBI with 2 kilos of marijuana concealed in a rice bag. Darley said during questioning the
suspect claimed he was given the two bags of gari (farina) containing the marijuana by a
friend but did not know they contained narcotics. Meanwhile, the NBI Chief of Public Affairs
said Kamara would be turned over to the Drugs Enforcement Agency (DEA).

Taylor’s Residence ‘Searched’ – Associates Say it’s illegal
(The Monitor, Public Agenda, National Chronicle)

•
•

Reports say officers of the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone have searched the
residence of former President Charles Taylor in Congo Town.
The Court’s officers backed by heavily armed personnel of the Liberia National Police
reportedly searched the compound for about forty-five minutes. But an associate of Mr.
Taylor, John Richardson, described the action of the court as illegal, saying it was done
without the consent of the Taylor family. However, officers of the Court denied ever entering
Mr. Taylor’s compound. The search team said it stood outside waiting for Sando Johnson,
spokesman of the Taylor family to serve the search warrant.
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Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

President Sirleaf in Nigeria for ECOWAS Summit
• An Executive Mansion release issued in Monrovia said President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has left
the country for the 34th Ordinary Session of the regional body, ECOWAS to be held today in
Abuja, Nigeria.
• The one day summit will, among other issues, review the performance of West African economy
and the progress toward the work of the Millennium Development Goals.
• The review comes in the wake of the persistent rise in the price of oil and its adverse budgetary
implications on most member countries of the region.
• The ECOWAS Heads of State and Government will also review security in the sub-region, with
the aim of developing strategies for the consolidation of regional stability.
• The President will return to the country later today before leaving for Berlin, Germany on
Tuesday to attend a Poverty Reduction Strategy Forum, scheduled to take place from June 2528.
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
Forum to Review Cooperative Laws Opens in Monrovia
• The Ministry of Agriculture will today, Monday, begin a three-day National Roundtable
Conference on updating the country’s Cooperative Laws.
• The forum would also focus on the restructuring and rehabilitation of the Cooperative
Development Agency (CDA).
• A statement said the discussion would enable the Agriculture Ministry, CDA and other
cooperative stakeholders to formulate a cooperative development policy for Liberia.
• The Roundtable Conference is being organized by the Agriculture Ministry in collaboration with a
Canadian firm.
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
Taylor Associate Reports Search By UN-Backed Special Court
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
PUL Holds Audio-Visual, Photojournalism Training
• The Press Union of Liberia will today open a two-day Audio-Visual and Photojournalism training
in Monrovia.
• A PUL release said experienced Audio-Visual and Photojournalists would share knowledge on
topics such as ethics and techniques in photojournalism.
• Thirty one journalists from newspapers and Television stations would benefit from the training
which is intended to sharpen the skills and professionalism of journalists in the areas of
photography.

Labour Minister Bashes Opposition Parties
• In an interview, the Minister of Labour, Samuel Kofi Woods says the silence of opposition
political parties whose members have been linked to crimes against the state creates concern.
• Minister Wood said the silence gives the impression that the country would have been “chaotic”
if any of these parties had assumed state power.
• He said up to present there are no punitive actions taken by these political parties against the
two Senators accused of ex-judicial actions.
• The Labor Minister named Senator Roland Kaine of the Congress Democratic Change (CDC),
linked to the killings in Margibi County and Liberty Party Senator, Nathaniel Innis, accused of
assaulting his sister in law.
• He challenged the two political parties to conform to the democratic tenants of being
responsible.
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