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BBC World Service Trust
Monday, 2 June 2008
Charles Taylor’s war crimes trial resumes Monday after a week’s break.
Defence lawyer Terry Munyard recommenced the cross-examination of Prosecution witness Samuel
Kargbo .
As BBCWST/SFCG Alphonsus Zeon reports, Sierra Leone’s Former President Tejan Kabbah, deposed at
the time of the AFRC/RUF junta, is linked to the diamond mining in rebel controlled Kono District.
ZEON: Samuel Kargbo said an AFRC/RUF Supreme council meeting discussed strong suspicions that
while deposed President Kabbah was in exile in Guinea he was using his Sierra Leone Peoples Party
members in the diamond exploitation in Sierra Leone .
KARGBO: Well, by then we had a report that some people who were strong supporters of the SLPP and
who were in Kono were pretending to be loyal to us, the AFRC, and we allowed them - they were mining
and they were sending diamonds to Guinea at that
time.
MUNYARD: They were sending items to Guinea which is where Tejan Kabbah was with the rest of his
government. Is that correct?
KARGBO: Yes.
MUNYARD: And so what was the deal that Tejan Kabbah was going to do
with the diamonds and Sani Abacha?
KARGBO: Well, by then we did not know...
ZEON: The Prosecution accuses Taylor of ordering the rebels to hold the diamond-rich Kono while he
supplied them arms in exchanged for the diamonds.
West African troops later moved in and restored the elected government of Tejan Kabbah.
Kargbo said long before the ECOMOG intervention, the government of Charles Taylor had recognized
the AFRC/RUF junta shortly after they took over in May of 1997. But Taylor’s lawyer Munyard said this
could not be possible as Taylor was inaugurated four months after the rebels seized State House in
Freetown Munyard said during that period officials of the ruling junta were not allowed to pass through
Liberia to attend their meeting in the Ivorian capital, Abidjan .
MUNYARD: the ECOWAS leaders were refusing to recognise the junta, weren't they?
KARGBO: Yes.
MUNYARD: Every single one of them?... Who do you say recognised your junta government?
KARGBO: Well in the ECOWAS there was Liberia, there was Burkina Faso and there is Niger and those
recognised us, so it was not all of them.
MUNYARD: When was the meeting at Abidjan?
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KARGBO: I cannot recall the right date.
MUNYARD: But the document that we are looking at is about your meeting in the middle of July 1997,
isn't it?
KARGBO: Exactly, if that is the date that is there.
MUNYARD: The Abidjan meeting must have been before 19 July. That follows, doesn't it?... Can you
remember now how long before your first meeting of the Supreme Council the Abidjan meeting was?
KARGBO: No, I can't recall.
MUNYARD: Do you know the date when Mr Taylor became the President of Liberia?
KARGBO: No.
MUNYARD: Well he wasn't installed in office until 2 August 1997 and so he was not President of
Liberia...at the time of the Abidjan trip, do you follow?
KARGBO: Just as I am saying I cannot recall all of these things that he was chairman or president, but I
knew that he was a president in Liberia and he was the godfather of the RUF, Mr Charles Ghankay
Taylor.
ZEON: Kargbo said two other West African countries, Burkino Faso and Niger, recognized the junta.
Defence lawyer Munyard also suggested former Ghanaian President Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings had
connection with the junta.
MUNYARD: And the AFRC particularly looked to Jerry Rawlings as a kind of godfather, didn't they?
KARGBO: We did not have anything to do with him, no.
MUNYARD: You didn't have anything to do with Jerry Rawlings of Ghana?
KARGBO: No.
MUNYARD: Well it’s right, isn’t it, that... Jerry Rawlings sent his foreign minister Victor Gbeho to meet
the junta in June 1997, didn't he?
KARGBO: Yes.
MUNYARD: So why did you say when I asked you, "And the AFRC particularly looked to Jerry
Rawlings as a kind of godfather, didn't they - why did you reply, "We did not have anything to do with
him, no"
ZEON: Charles Taylor denies connections with the rebels. His lawyers maintain his role in the crisis in
Sierra Leone was only in his capacity as a peace mediator. Kargbo’s cross-examination is expected to
continue Tuesday.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
2 June 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Several Killed in Tragic Incident during a Soccer Match at Liberia’s Main Sports Stadium
• Authorities of a local funeral home have confirmed the death of nine persons who died
following a stampede during Sunday’s group six qualifying match between Liberia and The
Gambia at the Samuel Kanyon Doe Sports Complex.
• The Samuel Stryker Funeral Parlors said the bodies were taken to the mortuary by officers of
the Liberia National Police (LNP).
• Correspondents say one female was among the nine persons who died from suffocation while
another person is said to be critical at John F. Kennedy hospital.
• Doctors and aid workers say the fans died from rising temperatures resulting from overcrowdedness at the stadium.
• The stadium has a capacity of 35,000 seat but an estimated 40,000 people entered the
stadium to watch the match.
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
UNMIL Chopper Crashed in Sinoe County with No Casualties

(The Informer, The Monitor, National Chronicle, New Democrat, The Inquirer, Public Agenda)

•
•
•
•
•

The United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) said one of its helicopters with four crew
members aboard crashed in Greenville, Sinoe County.
A UN statement issued in Monrovia said the helicopter belonging to the UN mission's
Ukrainian aviation unit crashed while landing.
UNMIL said no passenger was on board and none of the four crew members were injured.
The cause of the crash is under investigation.
This is the second crash in less than six months. It can be recalled that an UNMIL-chattered
Russian helicopter crashed in November 2007 soon after taking off from Ganta to Luguatuo,
along the Liberian-Ivorian border killing all three crew members aboard. At the time, the
international media supported speculations that the flight was hit by gunfire. But an
investigation disputed claims that the chopper was shot down.

Bong Range Out For US$1.6B Bid… Four Companies in Line
(The News)
•

Four international mining companies have expressed interest in operating the Bong Range
iron ore deposit, formerly Bong Mines, the Ministry of Lands, Mines and Energy has disclosed.
Last week, the Ministry opened the sealed bids for the exploration of the Bong Range iron ore
deposit with four bidders contesting. The bidders include Vandanta Resources PLC from India,
China Union Investment Ltd.; a Liberian company, Beleh Resources Company, Liberia Ltd.,
and an Israeli Firm, BSG Resources. According to Land, Mines and Energy Minister, Dr.
Eugene Shannon, the investment into the Bong Range is estimated at US$1.6 billion.

US$1.2M Allotted for Regional Colleges
(Daily Observer)

•

The erection of regional colleges in leeward counties, which is intended to provide access to
education to scores of Liberians living outside Monrovia, will start in earnest, Director General
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of the National Commission on Higher Education (NCHE), Dr. Michael P. Slawon, has
announced. Dr. Slawon said the erection of the schools in Nimba and Lofa Counties will begin
in July which begins government next fiscal year. He disclosed that US$1.2 million has been
allotted by national government for the erection of three regional colleges. Most students in
rural Liberia have to make their way annually to Monrovia for undergraduate studies.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

Nine Persons Confirmed Dead After Sunday’s International Football Match – Government
Launches Investigation into cause of incident
• The Liberian Government says it is deeply saddened by Sunday’s tragic incident at the
Samuel Kanyon Doe Sports Complex which resulted into the injury and death of a number of
sports fans.
• The preliminary investigation conducted by the Liberian National Police has placed a number
of deaths at nine, while 13 others who suffered various injuries are currently receiving
treatment at the J.F.K. Medical Centre in Monrovia.
• In a statement issued Monday, the Government says it has launched a full-scale investigation
to establish the cause of this tragic incident.
• At the same time, the Government has called upon all Liberians and persons within its
borders to observe a moment of silence at 12 noon on Tuesday in commemoration of those
who have lost their lives.
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
Employees of NICOL Barred From Entering Office Building
• Employees of the National Insurance Company (NICOL) have been barred from entering the
“Old Executive Mansion” in a continuing dispute with the General Auditing Commission (GAC).
• The disagreement broke out between the two government agencies last week over who has
legitimate rights to the building.
• Dozens of NICOL employees were this morning prevented from entering the building by
security men deployed at the entrance of the building.
• A NICOL workers spokesman described the action by the GAC as misconduct but a official of
the Auditing Commission said it would not share offices with an entity it is about to audit.
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
UNMIL Chopper Crashes in Greenville, Sinoe County
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Senator Alarms Over Criteria For Liberians Seeking Top Jobs With Mineral Exploration Companies
• The Senate Committee on Lands, Mines, Energy and Environment has expressed concern over the
criteria set for jobs by Mineral and Oil Exploration companies in the country.
• The Chairman of the committee, Senator Cletus Wotorson of Grand Kru County observed that these
companies make it a requirement for Liberians seeking top management positions to have at least ten
years job experience.
• Senator Wotorson said if this continues more and more Liberians risk losing top companies jobs. He
accused the companies of creating job opportunities for foreign nationals at the expense of locals.
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