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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
1 July 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Liberian President Wants UN Extend Timetable for Troops Withdrawal
(Daily Observer, The Analyst, The News)

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has asked the United Nations to re-consider its timetable for
the withdrawal of peacekeeping troops in Liberia.
President Sirleaf stressed that crime still exists in some sections of the Liberian society and
appealed for assistance for the security sector.
Speaking on Monday during talks with the UN Deputy Secretary-General, Aisha Rose Mugiro,
the President said she believes the UN can do more to strengthen the Liberia National Police
and asked for cooperation from the organization in this initiative.
She said the country is building “a strong army” and expressed the optimism that this will be
strengthened in a few years.
Ms. Mugiro pledged the UN’s commitment to revamping many of Liberia’s troubled sectors,
including security.
In keeping with UN Security Council Resolution 1777, the mission is authorized to reduce its
military forces by 2,450 personnel. This clearly means UNMIL will still be maintaining more than
11,000 troops in Liberia after September this year. President Sirleaf’s request indicates a fairly
high level of public interest and the importance of UNMIL’s work and presence in Liberia.
Despite the overwhelming public approbation regarding the relevance of mission, some critics
continued to perceive the phased drawdown plan [that is steadily being implemented, and which
will leave more than half of the current number of peacekeepers in Liberia by 2010], to mean
that the mission was hastily winding down its operations while the country was yet to complete a
vigorous security sector reform process initiated by the international community.

Poverty Reduction Forum Ends With More Support for Reconstruction
(The News)

•

•

The 2008 Liberia Poverty Reduction Forum (LPRF) has ended in Berlin, Germany with Liberia's
partners announcing additional financial commitments to fund the country's development
programs. In a communique, the partners confirmed that their support to Liberia will be
approximately US$250-300 hundred million for the first year of the Poverty Reduction
Strategy (PRS 2008/2009). The partners agreed with the Liberian Government on the need to
fully align these funds to the country's highest development priorities.
According to an Executive Mansion dispatch from Berlin, the partners committed
approximately US$115 million through the Liberia Reconstruction Trust Fund. In addition to
this amount, there is a further US$140 million commitment from the World Bank and the
African Development Bank to support infrastructure financing over the three years. Partners
also announced increased budgetary support and contributed to financing for a cash buy-back
of the country's commercial debt. The African Development Bank and the World Bank made
commitments of US$26 million in budget support over the next three years.

UNMIL Public Information Chief Says Rape is Frequently Committed Crime in Liberia
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(The News)

•

[sic] An official of the UN Public Information Section says rape remains the most frequently
committed serious crime in Liberia, where most cases are not reported by the victims. Mr.
George Somerwill, Chief of Public Information of the UN Mission in Liberia said from January to
February alone, out of 200 rape cases, 17 involved infants aged five and below. In a
communication addressed to media institutions, Mr. Somerwill said terrible effects of rape do not
stay with the victim alone, but also family members suffer and their lives are destroyed.

Opposition Politician Urges Partisans to prevent next election under current electoral body
(Heritage)

•

[sic] Mr. J. Milton Teahjay, an executive of the opposition Congress for Democratic Change
(CDC), has declared that the CDC would prevent through legal and political means the conduct of
the 2011 general and presidential elections if the current administration of the National Election
Commission (NEC) is not replaced. Teahjay claims the entire NEC board of commissioners
headed by Mr. James Fromayan is incredible and would produce incredible and unfair results of
the 2011 elections if they are allowed to conduct the polls.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

President Sirleaf Appeals for Extension of UNMIL’s Mandate
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
Speaker Tyler Urges UN and America Not To By-Pass Rule of Law
• House Speaker Alex Tyler has called on the United Nations and the US Government to follow the
law in the move to freeze and seize the assets of Charles Taylor and his associates.
• Speaker Tyler said the UN and the US Government must ensure due process in achieving their
campaign against the former President and his associates.
• The Speaker made the statement at the start of a training programme for legislators and their
staff.
• The House earlier this year rejected the passage of the assets freeze and seizure bill submitted
by the Executive describing it as draconian and a violation of the Liberian Constitution.
• The training programme at the National Legislature was facilitated by a delegation of the House
Democracy Assistance Commission of the US Congress.
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
Cohen Reveals Why America Failed to Rescue Liberia in 1990
• A dispatch from the United States says former U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for African
Affairs, Herman Cohen has given reasons why the United States did not intervene at the start of
the civil war in Liberia.
• Testifying before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Diaspora public hearings, Mr. Cohen
said America could not intervene because it did not want to be responsible for Liberia forever.
• He quoted the former U.S. National Security Advisor, William Scowcroft as saying that the U.S.
intervention would have meant that Liberia would perpetually be a “ward” to America.
• Mr. Cohen said the perception of the administration was that if it had intervened to end the
conflict, America would be fully responsible for the recovery of Liberia forever.
****
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BBC
Friday, 27 June 2008

ICC charges DR Congo
'warlords'
Prosecutors at the International Criminal Court in the Hague
have charged two Congolese militia leaders with war crimes.
Germain Katanga and Mathieu Ngudjolo Chui are accused of
planning and ordering an attack, in which more than 200 villagers
were allegedly killed.
Reports say some of the victims were burned to death, and many
women were forced to become sex slaves.

Mr Katanga was known as
"Simba", meaning lion

This is only the second case to be launched by the court, set up in 2002.
The first trial, of another Congolese militia leader, Thomas Lubanga, has been suspended over concerns
that evidence was withheld from the defence.
Decision
Mr Lubanga, who was on the other side of the Ituri conflict, may be released over concerns that the
defence was denied access to some evidence.
Defence lawyers for Mr Katanga and Mr Ngudjolo have asked judges to suspend the case against them as
the prosecution is using the same evidence.
However, the court has decided to go ahead with the hearing, as the
proceedings are not as advanced.
A "confirmation of charges" is now set to take place at which evidence
will be presented to support the charges, which include war crimes and
crimes against humanity. These include murder, sexual slavery, rape,
inhumane acts and recruiting child soldiers.
At the end of this process the court will have 60 days in which to decide
whether or not to go to trial.
"Over 200 children, women, elderly and civilian men were killed," in the north-eastern village of Bogoro,
said Deputy Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda.
The Ituri conflict, which raged well after a wider peace accord officially ended Congo's 1998-2003 war,
pitted foreign-backed militias from the Hema and Lendu ethnic groups against one another.
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Mr Katanga headed the Patriotic Forces of Resistance of Ituri (FRPI), while Mr Ngudjolo led the allied
Front of Nationalists and Integrationists (FPI) militia.
The ICC, based in The Hague, was set up in 2002 as the world's first permanent war crimes court.
It was designed to end the need for various ad hoc war crimes courts - including the chambers created to
deal with war crimes committed in the former Yugoslavia and the genocide in Rwanda.

