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[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

President Sirleaf asks AU to Denounce Zimbabwe's Elections
(The New Democrat, The Analyst, Heritage, The News, The Inquirer, Daily Observer, Liberian
Express, The Informer, The Monitor)
•

•

The media reports the President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has called on the African Union to
denounce the June 27th elections in Zimbabwe and declare the results unacceptable, if the
Union is to maintain its credibility. An Executive Mansion dispatch said President Sirleaf spoke
Tuesday, during the 13th Ordinary Session of the African Union (AU) in Sharm El-Sheikh,
Egypt, when she made her intervention to colleagues during a closed session.
The President said the international community should work with the Southern African
Development Community (SADC) to find a permanent solution to the situation in Zimbabwe.
She reminded Summit delegates that the African Union Observer Mission declared that the
June 27th elections fell short of the accepted AU standards, and that this was a similar
position taken by the Pan African Parliament and the United Nations Security Council.
Meanwhile, President Johnson Sirleaf left Egypt at the end of the Summit for the United
States on a private visit. She is scheduled to return to Liberia next week.

UNMIL Force Commander Gets Top UN Post
(Liberian Express, The Informer, The News, Heritage, The Analyst, The Inquirer)

•

•

The outgoing Force Commander of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), Lt./Gen.
Chikadibia Isaac Obiakor has been appointed Military Adviser for Peacekeeping Operations at
United Nations Headquarters in New York. An UNMIL release issued yesterday said Gen.
Obiakor called on Liberians to be patient and make sacrifices to rebuild their country, as it will
take time to deliver to their expectations.
Speaking to the media after a farewell visit to UNMIL troops in Central Liberia, General
Obiakor, who is leaving the mission after more than 30 months of duty, observed that Liberia
had come a long way since the inception of UNMIL in October 2003. The Force Commander
urged Liberians to work hard and take charge of their own destiny. “Liberians must take
ownership of the rebuilding of their country.
They must forge ahead and work for
themselves.”

CBL Grants Licenses to Two Banking Institutions
(The News, The Inquirer, The Analyst, Daily Observer)

•
•
•

The Central Bank of Liberia (CBL) has granted provisional licenses to AccessBank Liberia
Limited and Guaranty Trust Bank Liberia Limited to operate as commercial banking entities in
the country.
AccessBank is a commercial microfinance bank that will focus its activities on microfinance
lending and provide financial services to the low income segment of the population.
A CBL release Wednesday said that AccessBank will also provide short and medium term
lending to small and medium scale Liberian businesses. The CBL said shareholders of the
proposed AccessBank Liberia include institutional investors such as the International Finance
Corporation (IFC), the private sector arm of the World Bank, African Development Bank and
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European Investment Bank, while the majority shareholder is Access Holding AG which is a
joint stock holding company located in Germany.
Lawmakers Protest Budget Hearing…In the Absence of Performance Report
(New Democrat, The News)

•

•

Some members of the Senate and House of Representatives Wednesday publicly criticized
their colleagues for conducting public hearing on the 2008-2009 draft fiscal budget in the
absence of a budget performance report from government ministries and agencies. Grand
Cape Mount Senator Abel Massaley said it was bad precedent for the Legislature to hold
public debate on the national budget without a performance report which would serve as a
guide.
He protested that the hearing be called off until legislators can obtain a performance report
from the 2007-2008 fiscal budget. However, Grand Kru Senator Blamo Nelson who presided
over the hearing said the debate would not be called off and cautioned his colleagues to
register their opposition at plenary. Senator Massaley walked out of the public hearing
following Senator Nelson’s apparent refusal to discontinue the hearing.

Government to Subsidize More Private Universities - Minister Korto Discloses
(The News)

•

•

Education Minister Dr. Joseph D. Z. Korto says government has appropriated US$500,572.60
in the 2008/2009 draft National Budget for five private universities in the country. Dr. Korto
made the disclosure Wednesday when he appeared before the joint legislative subcommittees on Appropriation and Expenditure to justify budgetary allocation for his ministry.
The Education Minister said the subsidy was intended to buttress the universities’ efforts in
addressing the needs of their institutions. According to him, universities benefiting from the
subsidy include, the Cuttington University College with the amount of US$357,260, the
African Methodist Episcopal Zion University College, African Methodist Episcopal University,
Stella Maris Polytechnic University and the United Methodist University with US$50,000 each.
He further indicated that the five universities are being assisted with funding because they
are duly recognized by the National Commission on Higher Education to operate in the
country.

Construction Works on “Old Bridge” To Begin October
(Heritage)

•

•

The Minister of Public Works has disclosed that work on the collapsed “Old Bridge” linking
Waterside to the rest of Bushrod Island would begin in October this year. The bridge
collapsed nearly two years ago. Speaking during a budget hearing conducted by the joint
budget working group, Minister Loseni Donzo said government is currently reviewing three
bids submitted by foreign companies for the construction of the bridge.
The bridge collapsed in early November 2006 after more than three decades of existence.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 9:30 am)

Legislature to Shift Priority Spending on Public Works Ministry
• The National Legislature says it wants to shift the priority spending of the Ministry of Public
works.
• Announcing the plan yesterday, the Legislative Budget Working Group on Appropriations and
Expenditure said the US$21 million allotted to the Public Works Ministry would be used to
enhance road development in the Counties with US$1 million being given to each of the 15
Counties.
• Public Works Minister Losene Donzo told the committee that although government focus is on
road development there is no plan to buy equipment.
• The Ministers of Health, Education and Agriculture also told the hearing that their budgets
were in line with government’s move to enhance development.
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(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
AFELL Launches Green Ribbon Campaign in Grand Bassa County
• The Association of Female Lawyers of Liberia (AFELL) has launched its green ribbon
manifestation campaign in Grand Bassa County which is intended to encourage men and boys
to join the fight against gender based violence including rape.
• The Prosecuting Attorney of AFELL, Cllr. James Galiyeneh said rape remains a non-billable
first degree felony against the state and urged parents not to compromise rape cases.
• For his part, the Commander of the Grand Bassa Police Detachment, Tito Lolin
• frowned on parents who receive financial compensation from perpetrators to compromise
rape cases saying all such cases must be reported to the police.
Senator Roland Kaine Appears in Court Today
• Detained Margibi County Senator, Roland Kaine and 13 others accused of murder would make
their first appearance at the Kakata Magisterial Court today.
• Senator Kaine and 13 others accused are facing trial for the murder of 19 men in a deadly
land dispute along the border of Margibi and Grand Bassa Counties.
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)
More TB, Leprosy Cases Reported in Liberia
• The National Leprosy and Tuberculosis Control Programme says it has recorded nearly 1,300
new TB cases.
• In an interview, the Manager of the programme, Dr. Catherine Cooper said 170 new leprosy
cases have also been recorded.
• Dr. Cooper said the cases were recorded from Lofa, Bong, Nimba, Margibi, Sinoe, River Gee,
Rivercess, Grand Bassa and Grand Gedeh Counties and represent data collected from January
to June this year.
****
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Reuters
Thursday, 3 July 2008

Congo's Bemba transferred to warcrimes court
By Emma Thomasson
THE HAGUE (Reuters) - The International Criminal Court took custody on Thursday of its
highest-profile suspect to date -- Congolese former rebel warlord and vice-president JeanPierre Bemba, who was arrested in Belgium in May.
The transfer of Bemba, accused of leading Congolese rebels in a campaign of rape and
torture in the Central African Republic in 2002 and 2003, is a welcome boost to the court
after judges ordered the release of its first suspect on Wednesday.
The decision to halt proceedings against Congolese militia leader
Thomas Lubanga -- who will stay in detention pending a
prosecution appeal -- was seen as a major blow for the world's first
permanent warcrimes court, set up in 2002.
ICC Prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo announced Bemba's transfer
at a conference to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the signing of
the court's founding treaty and promised justice for the victims of
"massive sexual violence".
"There will be no impunity," he said. "We cannot bring back those
who were killed or died of AIDS after being violated, but I am
hopeful that we will bring justice for the victims."
Bemba, who was defeated by Joseph Kabila in Democratic Republic of Congo's (DRC) 2006
presidential election, is being held at a detention centre near The Hague.
He joins Lubanga and two other alleged Congolese warlords also indicted by the ICC as well
as former Liberian President Charles Taylor, who is being held in the same prison but tried
by the separate U.N.-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone.
The ICC was set up as a permanent successor to the temporary war crimes tribunals like
those for Sierra Leone, Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia. So far, 106 countries have
signed up to the court, mostly in Europe, Africa and Latin America.
IN EXILE
Bemba's is accused of crimes including rape and murder committed when his MLC
insurgents intervened in Central African Republic. The MLC also fought in Congo's 19982003 war and Bemba served as a vice-president to Kabila in the post-war transition.
Bemba, who has denied the allegations, fled into exile in Portugal last year saying he feared
for his life in Congo. His fighters had battled in the streets of Kinshasa with Kabila's
presidential guards in clashes that killed several hundred.
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Richard Dicker from Human Rights Watch called Bemba's arrival in The Hague a "terrific
moment" for victims in Central African Republic but said the court should widen its probe.
"It's important for the prosecution to look into allegations of crimes committed by Mr
Bemba in the DRC and to go further up the chain of command in the DRC to look also into
members of the current government accused of horrific crimes," he said.
The most senior figure to be arrested by the ICC so far, Bemba's arrival in The Hague
comes a day after the prosecution suffered a major setback when judges ordered Lubanga's
release.
Lubanga remains in custody pending a prosecution appeal, but judges have put his trial -due to be the new court's first -- on hold as his defence cannot view some evidence that
the United Nations wants to keep confidential to protect its sources.
Prosecutor Moreno-Ocampo said on Thursday he hoped a solution could be found in the
next couple of weeks so the trial could finally get under way, while respecting Lubanga's
rights.
"I am absolutely confident that there will be justice for Thomas Lubanga's victims," he said.
"The court is building the foundations of an international criminal justice system and a fair
trial is the cornerstone of that."

13

BBC
Thursday, 3 July 2008

Congo ex-leader sent to The
Hague
The ex-vice-president of the Democratic Republic of Congo has
been extradited to The Hague to face trial for war crimes and
crimes against humanity.
Jean-Pierre Bemba, who fled DR Congo last year, was detained in
Belgium in May. He will face trial at the International Criminal Court
(ICC).
Mr Bemba is accused over atrocities allegedly committed by his
forces in the Central African Republic in 2002.

Mr Bemba is accused of
widespread rights abuses in CAR

The one-time rebel leader has always denied the charges against him.
Mr Bemba went into exile after being accused of high treason in his home country for refusing to disarm
his militia after his defeat in presidential elections in 2006.
"Jean-Pierre Bemba was a vice-president and is a senator," said ICC prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo.
"But he does not have immunity before the ICC, and will face justice."
Coup attempt
The successful businessman was one of four vice-presidents in a transitional government in the war-torn
African nation between 2003 and 2006.
He was leader of the rebel group, the Movement for the Liberation of Congo, which later became a
political party.
In 2002, his group was asked by the former president of the Central African Republic, Ange-Felix
Patasse, to help put down a coup attempt.
While there, Mr Bemba's forces were accused of widespread rights abuses.
After Mr Patasse was ousted the following year, his successor pressed charges against Mr Bemba of rape
and murder.
The case was referred to the ICC in The Hague, which announced his arrest on 24 May.

