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Plain Truth (Liberia)
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Plain Truth (Liberia)
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The News (Liberia)
Tuesday, 29 July 2008
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
31 July 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Eleven Armed Robbers Arrested – AK-47 Gun, Valuable Items Retrieved
(The Informer, The News, Heritage, The Monitor)

•

•
•

•

The Liberia National Police has arrested 11 persons in connection with acts of armed robbery
in Monrovia and Buchanan, Grand Bassa County. According to Police Inspector General
Beatrice Munah Sieh, suspects Jacob Johnson, alias T-Stock; Peter Gongeh, alias Dirty Way
and Patrick Wah, alias Color Boy, were arrested in connection with an alleged armed robbery
at the residence of the Resident Manager of Total Gas Station.
She said the three suspects on July 29, 2008 took away valuables including a sunny Laptop,
one printer, one mobile phone and a digital camera from the home of Total manager, Moussa
Guelde.
The Police boss said after a search operation, the officers were able to retrieve the laptop, a
printer along with an AK-47 rifle from the robbers. Inspector General Sieh told reporters that
Allison Wowah, alias Gio Boy; Junior Jerry, alias School Face and Bill Tomah, alias Rasta,
were also apprehended as suspects in an alleged armed robbery on the ELWA Compound and
King Gray Community.
She said due to police rigorous operation to suppress crimes in Monrovia, criminals are now
moving to other counties; especially Grand Bassa where police also arrested additional four
suspected armed robbers. “In Buchanan, our men also arrested Mohammed Sheriff,
Alexander Telewou, James Selah and Victoria Toe,” she pointed out. Police Director indicated
that operation “Disrupt and Dismantle” launched recently by the police has gained
momentum.

President Sirleaf seeks Renewed Partnership with Legislature …Urges Cabinet’s
Compliance
The News, New Democrat, The Informer, The Monitor, Heritage, National Chronicle, The Analyst)

•

•

•

The media reports that in an address to the Joint Session of the National Legislature
yesterday, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf called for a new partnership between the
Legislature and her administration. According to President Sirleaf, to fully implement the
Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS), the three branches of government must work together.
The address to the Legislature centred on the Liberia Partnership Forum held in Berlin,
Germany.
The News, The Informer, The Monitor and the National Chronicle newspapers quoted the
President as saying that the Berlin forum was a huge success, but stressed that it is left with
the country to transform the Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS) into tangible benefits for the
Liberian people.
Meanwhile, President Sirleaf has urged the Executive to cooperate with the Legislature to
address what she called problems emanating from the private and public sector of the
country. This directive comes just days after the House cast a “Vote of no Confidence” in
three officials of her government.

New National Survey Shows Decline in HIV Prevalence in Liberia
(The Informer, Heritage)
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•
•

The Liberian Government in collaboration with development partners Tuesday launched the
2007 demographic and health survey. The Heritage and Informer newspapers quoted the
report as saying that two percent of Liberian adults age 15-49 are HIV positive.
Speaking at the launch, the Director General of LISGIS, Dr. Edward Liberty said low HIV rate
was promising but that more needed to be done to increase knowledge and improve behavior
in order to maintain or further reduce the current rate. Also speaking, Vice President Joseph
Boakai said health challenges remain immense despite the progress made. The survey was
conducted last year by LISGIS, the Health Ministry and the National Aids/STI’s Control
Programme and was funded by the Government, USAID, UNFPA, UNICEF and UNDP.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

President Sirleaf Seeks Collaboration With Lawmakers
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Vice President Boakai Says Health Challenges Remain Despite Progress
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Confusion Developing Between Guineans and Liberians at Border Town
• Reports say confusion is gradually developing between Liberians and Guineans at the border
in Foya District, Lofa County.
• Correspondents say the misunderstanding followed the discovery of a body believed to be a
Guinean national on the Makona River that separates the two countries.
• Correspondents say following the discovery of the body, a group of angry Guineans crossed
over to the Liberian side prompting residents to flee the area.
LIGIS Debunks Claim of Under Reporting Results of Population Census
• The Liberia Institute of Statistics and Geo-Information Services (LISGIS), says its attention
has been drawn to a misinformation campaign on the national population census.
• The Director General of LISGIS, Dr. Edward Liberty said politicians have begun wrongly
informing on the internet that the institute reported a 1.5 million population for Liberia.
• Dr. Liberty described the campaign as discouraging and an attempt to discredit the work of
the LISGIS.
• He clarified that the total population as reported in the preliminary census result remains at
3.5 million and not 1.5 million as is alleged.
Resolution to Remove President Pro Tempore Unearth
• Star Radio has seen a draft resolution seeking the removal of the President Pro- Tempore of
the Senate, Isaac Nyenaboe.
• The draft resolution among other things accused Pro Tempore Nyenaboe of administrative
ineptitude but did not provide detail on the charge.
• According to reports, the draft resolution has been signed by at least 20 Senators and is likely
to be introduced today in the Senate.
• The President Pro Tempore however said he has already dealt with the issue.

****
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Associated Press
Friday, 1 August 2008
Karadzic skirmishes with UN war crimes court
By ARTHUR MAX
THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — Former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic, appearing for the
first time before the U.N. war crimes tribunal, declined to enter a plea and
told the judge he intended to
act as his own attorney.
Karadzic was told Thursday at his initial hearing that prosecutors will
object to his demand to represent himself and Judge Alphons Orie
scheduled an Aug. 29 hearing at which Karadzic must enter pleas.
If he does not, the court will enter pleas of innocent to 11 charges on his behalf.
"With all due respect to you personally, I will defend myself before this institution as I would defend
myself before any natural catastrophe," Karadzic told Orie.
Karadzic also claimed his seizure and trial violated a deal he made with the United States in 1996 that the
case against him would be scrapped if he left politics and did not undermine the peace agreement that
ended the Bosnian war.
The plea hearing took place a day after he was extradited from Serbia to answer genocide and war crimes
charges for the murder of thousands of Bosnian Muslims and Croats and for directing a reign of terror
during the 1992-95 Bosnian war.
Prosecutor Alan Tieger asked the judge to caution Karadzic about the risks of conducting his own defense
— an indication that the prosecution wanted to avoid a repeat of the much-criticized trial of former
Yugoslav leader Slobodan Milosevic who died in jail in 2006 before his four-year trial ended.
It was the first time Karadzic was seen in public since he dropped from sight more than a decade ago. He
appeared thinner, grayer, but still defiant, self-confident and able to joke.
The full beard, long hair and loose white clothes that he wore when posing as a new age psychologist in
Belgrade were replaced by a clean shave, fresh haircut and a business suit with a black briefcase.
"I've been in worse places," he replied with a smile when Orie asked him about conditions at the U.N. jail.
For many war survivors, the sight of Karadzic brought fresh pain to old wounds.
About 20 widows in Tuzla, Bosnia watched his court appearance on TV in the small office of the
Association of the Mothers of Srebrenica, site of a wartime massacre.
"There is the trash," one woman said when Karadzic came into court. Three women burst into tears.
"I have not found one bone of my children yet and there he is — alive," said Ramiza Music, 52, who lost
two teenage sons, a husband and two brothers at Srebrenica. "Today I feel there is a bit of justice in this
otherwise really pitiful world."
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In the Bosnian capital, Sarajevo, coffee bars showed Karadzic's hearing on giant flat-screen TVs.
"It's him," said Elvir Kljakic, 27, who lost his father and brother during the war. "It's the beast. I did not
believe it until now."
"I'm happy and sad at the same time," said Alena Tiro, 42. "Happy because the world seems to be not as
bad as I thought so far if it forced him to the courtroom. Sad because 100,000 people he killed are not
watching this."
More than 100,000 people were killed during the Bosnian war as part of a campaign to purge the country
of non-Serbs.
Though dismissive of the court, Karadzic was respectful, stood at military attention when Orie entered the
courtroom and sat motionless as the judge summed up the charges against him.
Orie also cut Karadzic off when he began speaking about a deal he insists he made with U.N. negotiator
Richard Holbrooke in 1996, a year after he was indicted by the U.N. court in The Hague.
The judge did not allow him to fully explain his version of events. He said the court would hear those
complaints at the right time, but "the appropriate moment is not now." He suggested Karadzic file a legal
submission in writing.
The U.S. State Department declined to discuss the issue. Spokesman Sean McCormack referred questions
about it to Holbrooke, whom he said has publicly denied any such deals.
Holbrooke told AP Television News on Thursday that in 1996 he did go to Belgrade "to negotiate an
agreement with Milosevic and two of Karadzic's henchmen that Karadzic would quit as president of the
Serbian portion of Bosnia and as head of his political party immediately and disappear from public life."
Karadzic "reluctantly signed that agreement without ever coming to the negotiations," Holbrooke said.
But Holbrooke dismissed claims that the United States had in return promised Karadzic that there
wouldn't be a "search to capture him if he would disappear."
"He's one of the greatest mass murderers of the world and he's putting this out in order to defend himself.
It's an invented story and no one ought to believe it," Holbrooke said.
But Karadzic's face showed frustration when Orie refused to let him read a prepared four-page statement
outlining "numerous irregularities," including a claim that he was kidnapped three days before his
announced arrest in Belgrade on July 21.
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San Francisco Chronicle
Friday, 1 August 2008
Opinion
The end of impunity?
Mark V. Vlasic

Justice caught up with Radovan Karadzic Thursday, when he was formally charged with genocide, crimes
against humanity and war crimes at the United Nations war crimes tribunal in The Hague. Thirteen years
after the Srebrenica genocide, when Bosnian Serb forces rounded up more than 7,500 Muslim men and
boys and slaughtered them in cold blood, thousands with their eyes blindfolded and their hands tied
behind their backs, the former president of Serb-controlled Bosnia will find himself in the very same dock
that held former Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic. Former President Karadzic is accused of presiding
over the worst massacre in Europe since the Holocaust. And as he sits between two U.N. prison guards in
an international tribunal, one must wonder, is the end of impunity finally coming to a close?
In 2002, I sat across from Slobodan Milosevic in the first war crimes trial of a head of state. It was a
historic trial - one supported by the United Nations and the international community - and one that only a
few years earlier, I thought never would happen. You see, up until April 2001, when the Butcher of the
Balkans was arrested at his Belgrade villa, it was almost presumed that if you were a terrible dictator, or a
head of state bent on mass slaughter and destruction, then you would never see the inside of a courtroom.
Lesser functionaries, yes - they might go to trial - but the top officials were virtually untouchable. As
presidents, they probably would die in office, or escape to a well-appointed villa to live out their lives in
comfortable exile. But now, in the short time I've been a lawyer, the very presumptions that have guided
human history have changed ... and we've almost taken this for granted.
After the arrest and trial of Milosevic came the arrest and trial of former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein the first war crimes trial of a Middle East leader in history - and then the arrest of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor, who now also sits in the dock in The Hague. It seems that with every year, the
dominoes of impunity keep falling, first Europe, then the Middle East, then Africa. And they continue to
fall: Chad's exiled former president, Hissène Habré, is to stand trial at a special court in Senegal, while in
Asia, another domino is falling.
Khieu Samphan, the former president of the Khmer Rouge, is facing a U.N.-sponsored court in Cambodia
for his part in "the killing fields" - the slaughter of his own people - nearly 30 years ago.
Most recently, the International Criminal Court in The Hague has dropped another domino with its
indictment of President Omar al-Bashir of Sudan for genocide. The question now is not if another
president will ever be charged, but rather when. And who is next?
This is a fundamental change in the presumption that dictators will go unpunished. Unlike those of us who
studied law and justice in the 20th century, the next generation of international prosecutors and foreign
policy professionals - those graduating from universities and law schools in the 21st century - will only
know a world where such terrible dictators do stand trial.
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Such a presumption may empower the next generation of leaders to act - and perhaps with time - to bring
an end to impunity. Sixty years after the world's experiment with international justice at Nuremberg - and
after millions of lives shattered by war crimes, destruction and perverted leadership, we should be
cautiously optimistic that there is some hope for humanity. But that hope is only sustained if we keep
pressing the cause of justice. Let us challenge ourselves to press on, and let us hope that future dictators
take notice.
Mark V. Vlasic, a senior fellow at Georgetown's Institute for International Law and Politics, served on the
Srebrenica prosecution trial team at the U.N. war crimes tribunal. He helped to train the judges who tried
Saddam Hussein, and worked with the President's Special Envoy to Sudan while serving as a White House
fellow in 2006-07. The views expressed here are his own.

