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BBC World Service Trust
Monday, 18 August 2008
There was a dramatic resumption to the Charles Taylor trial in The Hague. After a month long recess the
case was expected to continue with more witness testimony. But the trial has been adjourned for a at least
a day because the defendant refused to appear. BBC World Service Trust Joseph Cheeseman reports from
The Hague.
CHEESEMAN: According to Lead Defence Counsel, Courtney Griffiths, Mr. Taylor has objected to two
security measures instituted by the Dutch Prison Authority on behalf of International Criminal Court.
Mr. Griffiths said one involved sensory deprivation. He said he could not be more precise about what this
means because he had been asked by the Custody Authority not give details. He said there was another
measure to which his client also objected.
GRIFFITHS: The Defendant is chained around his waist and effectively led like a leashed animal, and he
finds that particularly objectionable and degrading.
CHEESEMAN: The head of The Hague Office of the Special Court, Gregory Townsend. said Dutch
officials had informed him that security had been raised from medium to high level. He also said the new
measures were not just applicable to Mr. Taylor. But Mr. Griffiths asked the court to launch an urgent
investigation.
GRIFFITHS: These matters ought in the first place to be properly investigated, and second, we are
concerned that the impact the imposition of such measures might have on Mr. Taylor’s fair trial rights, in
particular because the adoption of such measures in the first place taints his public image, not only with
the Court, but we submit also with the public.
CHEESEMAN: Prosecution lawyer Brenda Hollis opposed the Defence submission. She said it was Mr.
Taylor’s choice not to come to court and that the security measures did not undermine his rights to a fair
trial.
HOLLIS: He is attempting to use these proceedings to impose his will over the security personnel who
have made determinations about appropriate measures. We believe that that should not be allowed and we
believe that we should go forward because it is a voluntary absence. He has refused to attend, and
therefore he has waived his right to be present and these proceedings should not be hostage to his whims
about how he is transported.
CHEESEMAN: After a brief adjournment, the Presiding Judge, Teresa Doherty, ruled that the security
issue did have some bearing on Charles Taylor’s fair trial rights and she ordered the Registrar to
investigate and report back to the court on Tuesday morning.
This is Joseph Cheeseman reporting for the BBC World Service Trust from The Hague.
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New Democrat (Liberia)
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New York Times
Tuesday, 19 August 2008
The Hague: Protest by Liberian
By MARLISE SIMONS
The former president of Liberia, Charles Taylor, refused to appear on Monday at his war crimes trial in
The Hague, in a protest over new security rules that require that he be blindfolded and chained while
traveling between prison and the court. His lawyer said Mr. Taylor found the treatment degrading. Mr.
Taylor's trial, which began in January, was supposed to resume on Monday after a one-month recess.
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The Independent (Liberia)
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
18 August 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Law student murdered by armed robbers in Monrovia
(The Informer, New Democrat, Daily Observer, The Inquirer, The Analyst, Heritage)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A second-year student of the Arthur Grimes School of Law at the University of Liberia has
been murdered in Gardnerville, outside Monrovia.
Men believed to be armed robbers early Saturday stormed the residence of Stanford Tamba,
a 40-year old law student and fired him in the head.
The elder brother of the victim said the incident occurred around 4:30am when four men
armed with AK-47 rifles banged on their door.
The brother said one of the armed men fired when Tamba was handling the ten thousand
Liberian dollars he had in the house without resistance.
Meanwhile, Second Year Class of the Arthur Grimes School of Law condemned the cold-bloody
murder of Stamford Tamba.
The class believes the murder of Tamba had an ulterior motive because family members said
one of the armed men commented as saying “this is the subject.”
In a statement issued, the law school students reminded the government that it is under
obligation and not an option to provide security for the citizenry.
The students observed government’s failure to uphold this responsibility has the potential to
inspire mob justice and undermine national security.
The statement urges government to act quickly to avoid what it considers complacency that
has engulfed previous cases.

Government Defends Mercy Ships - Dismisses “Kidney Buying” Rumour
(The Analyst, Daily Observer, Heritage, The News)

•

•

The Government of Liberia through the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare has dismissed
rumours that Mercy Ship was trading in human kidneys. Health Minister Walter Gwenigale
said the information was misleading and has no iota of truth, and is intended to discourage
the humanitarian efforts of the Mercy Ship. Minister Gwenigale, in a joint press conference
with the officials of Mercy Ship Friday, said reports of people being found dead with parts
missing have been in circulation long before Mercy Ship arrived.
He believes people who have volunteered and transport themselves to offer services to
Liberia will not engage in anything sinister. At the same time, the Interim Chief Executive
Officer of the Mercy Ships says the Ship is not engage in any surgery that has to do kidneys.
Mr. Samuel Smith said the Ship is instead involved in offering free surgeries of the eye, face
and tumour. Mr. Smith assured Liberians that Mercy Ships would continue its work in Liberia
until December despite the rumours.

Former Information Minister on America-Samuel Doe Issue
(The News, The Inquirer, New Democrat, Heritage, Liberian Express)

•

The Inquirer and New Democrat newspapers report that the former Minister of Information in
the Doe government, Emmanuel Bowier speaking at the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
(TRC) thematic hearings said former President Doe did not keep his promise to United States
and subsequently lost their confidence.
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•

Mr. Bowier said as a result of this the U.S. supported the insurrection against his government.
Continuing his testimony at the TRC, he said the Deputy Security Adviser to President George
Bush Sr., David Charles Miller, informed them that the U.S. had decided not to help Doe stop
the invasion because by doing so they would have kept Doe in power perpetually. The News
newspaper quoting the former Minister said a former U.S. Embassy official had influenced the
NPFL delegation at peace talks in Freetown, Sierra Leone, not to sign the ceasefire agreement
with representatives of the Samuel Doe government because his group had “the military
advantage”.

Cuba to Send 50 Doctors to Liberia
(The Inquirer)

•

•

The Government of Liberia through President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has announced that some
50 doctors from Cuba are due in the country soon to work with various health sectors across
the country. President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf who made the disclosure over the weekend said
the doctors are coming to Liberian under a special arrangement her government in concluding
with the government of that country.
The President, who was addressing a cross section of citizens from six communities on the
government Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS), said the decision to bring the doctors is based
on the fact that the nation lacks trained medical doctors to work in the health sector,
something which she noted would greatly help the health sector of the nation.

GOL, U.S. Government Sign New Peace Corps Agreement
(Daily Observer, The Informer)

•

An agreement for the resumption of the Peace Corps Volunteers Program was signed on
Friday, August 15, 2008, between the Governments of Liberia (GOL) and United States of
America (USA). The Informer newspaper reports that the Charge D’ Affaires of the U.S.
Embassy near Monrovia, Brooks Robinson and Foreign Minister Olubanke King signed a
memorandum of understanding on behalf of their respective governments.

Collapsed Vai Town Bridge Reconstruction Starts November…President Sirleaf Discloses
(The News)

•

President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf has announced that the Vai Town Bridge otherwise known as
the “Old Bridge” which connects Monrovia with the industrial complex of Bushrod would be
rebuilt shortly. The President said the reconstruction of the Vai Town Bridge would commence
this November. The Vai Town Bridge collapsed in 2006 after the Ministry of Public Works
declared the bridge unsafe for pedestrians and motorists.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 10:00 am)

Second Year Law student murdered by armed robbers outside Monrovia

(Also reported on

Truth FM, Sky FM, Love FM, and ELBC)

Liberia, USA finalize return of Peace Corps Volunteers
Health Minister terms rumours against Mercy Ships "vicious lie"
Presidential spokesman assures Pres. Sirleaf will go to Truth Commission
•
•
•

Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Wleh-Badio has confirmed that President Ellen JohnsonSirleaf will appear before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.
The Presidential spokesman however, said the appearance of President Sirleaf depends on a
timetable set by the truth commission.
Mr. Wleh-Badio told Star Radio President Sirleaf was an advocate for justice and transparency
in Liberia and solely welcomes the TRC.
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•
•
•
•

According to him, President Sirleaf will tell the TRC what she knows about the Liberian civil
war.
Mr. Wleh-Badio explained that although the Executive Mansion rejected misleading
information against the President at the TRC, she has no intention to take anybody to court.
The clarification followed rumours that President Sirleaf had threatened to sue a witness who
alleged he saw Madam Sirleaf in military uniform in Gbarnga.
The Executive Mansion dismissed the claims and maintained Madam Sirleaf never wore
military uniform as alleged by the witness.

Truth F.M. (News monitored today at 10:00 am)

Repatriation of Liberians from Ghana Gains Momentum
• The Liberia Refugee Repatriation and Resettlement Commission (LRRRC) in partnership with
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has, as of 10 August 2008,
assisted 5,811 Liberian refugees to return. Of the total number, 5,437 refugees returned from
Ghana, 196 arrived from Guinea, 170 came from Nigeria and 8 returned from Gambia.
• The accelerated voluntary repatriation for Liberian refugees, specifically from Ghana, resumed
on 13 April 2008, following a Tripartite Commission meeting held in Accra, Ghana, between
the Governments of Liberia and Ghana and UNHCR.
• The meeting stressed that voluntary repatriation remains the preferred option for Liberian
refugees in Ghana. The meeting also mandated that 12,000 of the registered population of
26,000 Liberian refugees in Ghana be repatriated by the end of October 2008.

****
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BBC
Friday, 15 August 2008

Chad ex-leader sentenced to
death
A court in Chad has sentenced to death former President Hissen
Habre for planning to overthrow the government.
Mr Habre was sentenced in absentia along with several rebel leaders,
who launched an assault on the Chadian capital, N'Djamena, earlier
this year.
Mr Habre, sometimes dubbed "Africa's Pinochet", was deposed in
1990 and lives in exile in Senegal.

Hissene Habre's regime has been
accused of widespread atrocities

He is unlikely to leave Senegal which has been asked by the African Union to try him for alleged rights
crimes.
Mr Habre was deposed after eight years in power in an uprising led by current President Idriss Deby, and
denies knowledge of the alleged murder and torture of political opponents.
A commission of inquiry said Mr Habre's government was responsible for some 40,000 politically
motivated murders and 200,000 cases of torture.
The court in N'Djamena also tried a number of rebel leaders in absentia, which it heard had been working
with Mr Habre to overthrow the government.
Mr Deby has been fighting a sporadic rebellion in the east along Chad border with Sudan's Darfur region.
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BBC
Monday, 18 August 2008

Senegal doubts over Habre trial
Senegal's justice minister has suggested dropping a case against
former Chad President Hissen Habre.
Madicke Niang said Mr Habre, who was sentenced to death in absentia
by Chad on Friday for armed rebellion, could not be judged twice on the
same facts.
Mr Habre, an exile in Senegal, is accused of widespread human rights
abuses during his eight years in power.
Human rights activists said the trial in Chad was based on separate
charges to those Mr Habre faces in Senegal.

Hissene Habre's regime has been
accused of widespread atrocities

Mr Habre, sometimes dubbed "Africa's Pinochet", settled in Senegal after he was deposed in 1990 by Chadian
President Idriss Deby.
A commission of inquiry has said Mr Habre's government was responsible for some 40,000 politically
motivated murders and 200,000 cases of torture.
He denies knowledge of the alleged murder and torture of political opponents.
Way out?
On Friday he was sentenced to death along with several rebel leaders, who launched an assault on the Chadian
capital, N'Djamena, earlier this year.
Mr Deby has been fighting a sporadic rebellion in the east along Chad border with Sudan's Darfur region.
"Habre cannot be brought to justice in another jurisdiction to be judged on the same facts," Mr Niang told the
RFM radio station.
But a spokesman for the African Alliance for the Defence of Human Rights noted that Mr Habre had been
convicted in Chad for armed rebellion, not for alleged human rights abuses when he was in power.
Senegal was asked by the African Union to try Mr Habre over the human rights accusations in 2006.
The BBC's Tidiane Sy reports from Senegal that Mr Niang's comments raise new suspicions that the
Senegalese government is trying to find a way out of the case or at least delay it.
Senegalese authorities long shown reluctance to try Mr Habre after he was ousted in 1990, he says.
Senegal last month passed new laws enabling it to put Mr Habre on trial.
But at the same time, Mr Niang appealed for international help in raising the 18bn CFA francs ($43m) he said
were needed to proceed with the trial.
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BBC
Monday, 18 August 2008

Sudan's 'sham' justice
condemned
A human rights group has strongly condemned Sudan's special
"anti-terror" courts after eight alleged Darfur rebels were
sentenced to death.
Hundreds of people remain unaccounted for after a rebel attack near
the capital, says Amnesty International.
The government is also preparing to try 109 people in "sham" courts
for the attack in May, the group said.

Jem leader Abd-al-Aziz Nur Ushar
was one of those sentenced to hang

The government has previously promised that anyone arrested for the attack would receive a fair military
trial.
Among those sentenced to death on Sunday was senior Justice and Equality Movement (Jem) official,
Abd-al-Aziz Nur Ushar.
Mr Ushar is the half-brother of Jem leader Khalil Ibrahim.
More than 220 people were reported to have been killed in the attack
on Omdurman, the twin city of the capital, Khartoum.

Sudan's anti-terrorism
special courts are nothing but a
travesty of justice

Amnesty International
It represented the first time rebels had got so close to the capital in five years of conflict, and the
government reacted with a security crackdown and mass arrests.
There were unconfirmed reports of summary executions during the crackdown.
'Torture'
The government set up special courts in Omdurman and Khartoum to try suspects.
So far, a total of 38 people have been sentenced to death.
"Sudan's anti-terrorism special courts are nothing but a travesty of justice," Amnesty International's
deputy director for Africa, Tawanda Hondora, said in a statement.
"Some of the people sentenced [on Sunday] only met their lawyers for the first time during the trial, while
several said they suffered torture when they were held incommunicado and that they were forced to
confess to crimes."
The group said that those being held without charge or access to lawyers included women and a ninemonth-old boy.
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Jem is one of several rebel groups fighting the government and pro-government Janjaweed militia in
Sudan's western Darfur region over alleged discrimination by the authorities in favour of Arabs.
The UN estimates that some 300,000 people have died in the conflict in Darfur and more than 2 million
have been displaced.
Sudan has accused neighbouring Chad of backing Jem, which Chad denies.
Chad and Sudan are seen to be fighting a proxy war using each other's rebels.
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New Vision (Uganda)
Monday, 18 August 2008
International court vital in resolving conflicts
BY MARTHA NANJOBE
The Rome Statute which established the International Criminal Court (ICC) was adopted at a diplomatic
conference in Rome in 1998 and it came into force in 2002. Ten years on, in July 2008, there were 139
signatories and 107 State Parties (ratifications) to the Rome statute. The statute classifies the most serious
crimes against human rights and establishes procedures for prosecuting such cases. The statute also
establishes the court’s functions, jurisdiction and structure. Theoretically, the court has universal
jurisdiction but it can only prosecute if the State where the crime was committed or the accused person is
a national of a signatory to the Rome statute. The UN Security Council can also refer cases like the Darfur
situation to the ICC.
The Rome Statute has changed parameters of resolving conflict and promoting peace. There is an
emerging norm that perpetrators of crimes of international concern cannot go unpunished. The court has
investigated crimes committed in the Democratic Republic of Congo, northern Uganda, Darfur and the
Central African Republic and issued eight arrest warrants. One Congolese militia leader, Thomas
Lubanga, is in custody awaiting trial. The ICC has contributed to restoring peace and justice in conflict
zones by reducing impunity and reaffirming the rule of law.
However, the ICC faces challenges in fulfilling its mandate. First, the Rome statute has not been
universally ratified. Countries that have not ratified the statute include the US, China and Russia. This
means that over half of the world’s population remains unprotected from impunity. Countries like China
are advocating for the suspension of the indictment against President Omar el-Bashir of Sudan, yet they
are also accused of supplying arms to Sudan, a direct violation of international law and a UN embargo.
Furthermore, countries like the US have undertaken steps that undermine the ICC. The US un-signed the
Rome statute and has gone ahead to bind ICC state parties into bilateral immunity agreements that exempt
US citizens from ICC jurisdiction, thus making State parties violate their obligations to the ICC.
Secondly, the ICC faces structural weaknesses that undermine its capacity to enforce its decisions. The
Court depends on the good will of national governments to ensure the arrest and transfer of suspects. For
instance, Sudan is not a state party to the Rome Statute but its President and some ministers face war
crime charges. It is unlikely that goodwill for international criminal justice will prevail over the Sudanese
government to compel them to hand over the wanted persons to the ICC or try them in Sudanese national
courts.
Charles Taylor’s indictment was also unsealed while he was in Ghana but instead of arresting him, the
Ghanaian government gave him safe passage to Liberia. The arrest warrants of five members of the Lords
Resistance Army (LRA) were unsealed in 2005 but the suspects are not in ICC custody. This is because
the ICC depends on cooperation which is sometimes not forthcoming. The ICC undertakes investigations
in remote conflict zones which hamper the court’s effective mandate. In cases like Darfur, investigations
are mainly conducted outside Sudan because the Sudanese government is uncooperative.
Thirdly, the ICC’s work is affected by politics or diplomacy based on practical considerations rather than
ideology. In Africa, many wars end in local deals with victors reluctant to punish and losers getting
benefits and/or government positions. For example, RENAMO gangs perpetrated war crimes and crimes
against humanity in Mozambique in the 1970s but after negotiations with the government, perpetrators
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were given houses, salaries and cars, and their group became the official opposition. In Sierra Leone, the
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) perpetrated atrocities, including forcing children to kill and eat their
relatives. The civil war ended when the RUF was brought into government after a peace agreement in
1999. In Angola, Jonas Savimbi was killed in 2002 and the government granted amnesty to his followers
and brought them into parliament. Sudan has just ended a 50-year-old conflict in a deal that leaves the
perpetrators of war crimes on both sides unpunished.
Fourthly, the ICC is subjected to public opinion pressures regarding the primacy of peace over justice.
Whenever the ICC exercises its jurisdiction, there are people challenging its decisions or timing. In the
former Yugoslavia, Liberia and Uganda, indictments were opposed because they were likely to hinder
peace negotiations.
Opponents of Bashir’s indictment have also alleged that it could worsen the humanitarian crisis in Darfur.
Pursuing justice during armed conflict creates challenges regarding the relationship between peace efforts
and criminal prosecutions. In some cases, key players in peace talks are war crimes perpetrators.
However, the role of the ICC in restoring peace and justice in conflict zones, as well as reducing impunity
cannot be overstated.
The writer is the project coordinator for Advocates for International Law Initiative

