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Standard Times
Monday, 1 September 2008
Commentary
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BBC World Service Trust
Monday, 1 September 2008
A new witness has on Monday afternoon testifies that the RUF rebels did not only commit atrocities
during the war but were also engaged in the habit of eating human beings. The Prosecution lawyer
Brenda Hollis led the questioning.
The BBC World Service Trust Mariama Khai Fornah now reports.
FORNAH: The Prosecution 37th witness has told the Court that civilians were treated badly during the
war in Sierra Leone. He told the Court that in some areas the civilians were also used as food.
WITNESS: They used to rape them, they used to kill them – sometimes they even ate them.
HOLLIS: And who was it who was doing this?
WITNESS: Well, the actual person who was involved in that was one “Dawn 18-18” who was nicknamed
“Kono Bypass”. That was the nickname that he used.
HOLLIS: And can you assist us with spelling that name?
WITNESS: D-A-W-N.
FORNAH: The witness told the Court that, in 1995, the RUF carried out an operation in Yengema and
Dea in Kono District. He said they received an order from their leader, Foday Sankoh, that if they got any
resistance on the way they should burn all the strategic houses in the town. The witness told the Court that
Foday Sankoh used to go to Liberia to collect arms and ammunition from Charles Taylor to attack Sierra
Leone.
The witness earlier on told the Court that he was assigned in Zogoda where Foday Sankoh was based. He
said that the Kamajors attacked the [gap in tape]. The witness said they were then divided into two groups
and headed for two different locations which were given code-names. The first location was code-named
“Libya”, and this group went to Sorogbema in the Pujehun District.
The second location was called “Burkina Faso”, and they went to Giema in the Kailahun District. The
witness said the Kamajors forced those in “Libya” into Liberia. The witness aid after Foday Sankoh was
captured during the May 8 incident in Freetown, he said they went to Liberia together with Issa Sesay
upon a message Issa Sesay received from Charles Taylor through a satellite phone.
The witness said Charles Taylor ordered that they be reinforced with ammunition so that they would be
able to launch an attack on the Kamajors in Sierra Leone.
WITNESS: They were offloaded and some were taken to Sierra Leone, to Kono, Koidu town, where Issa
was based, and some were stored in Foya and later they came for the remaining. And it was divided –
some stayed in Foya, that was used there, and the remaining was taken to Kono again.
HOLLIS: Where was it in Foya that this other material was stored?
WITNESS: They had a ground there that was called Tamba Taylor Ground. There was a chief who was
called Tamba Taylor who was in Foya. His house was what was used as the ground.
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HOLLIS: Now, the material that was taken back to Sierra Leone in this instance – how was that material
used in Sierra Leone?
WITNESS: They used it to fight against the Kamajors and the pro-government forces.
For the BBC World Service Trust, this is Mariama Khai Fornah reporting from The Hague.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
1 September 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

AFL First Infantry Activated - President Sirleaf Challenges New Army
(Heritage, New Democrat, The Inquirer, National Chronicle, Public Agenda, Daily Observer, New Vision)

•

•

The media reports that the Liberian Government last Friday activated the 23rd infantry
Brigade of the new Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL). The Heritage newspaper reports that the
activation of the first battalion of the 23rd infantry brigade is the first since the entire AFL was
deactivated as a result of the Comprehensive Peace Accord in Accra in 2003 by warring
parties. The first battalion of the 23rd infantry brigade consists of three infantry and support
companies.
The activation ceremony was occasioned by the graduation of the force's 5th and final Initial
Entry Training (IET). Meanwhile, the Daily Observer newspaper reports that the restructured
AFL numerical strength now slightly exceeded its initial target of 2,000 (rising now to 2,123).

UN Envoy Calls for Strategic Plan - Predicts Better Days for Liberia’s Police
(Liberian Express, Heritage, National Chronicle, Daily Observer)
•

•

The Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Ellen Margrethe Løj has called on the
Liberian National Police (LNP) to back their commitment to professionalism and excellence
with a strategic development plan that clearly outlines the effective way forward. Ms. Løj was
speaking at a stakeholder’s meeting organized by the Ministry of Justice to validate
recommendations made last month by senior Liberian Police Officers, at a workshop in AccraGhana, where they made a critical assessment of challenges and future needs of the LNP.
SRSG Løj cautioned that in the absence of a comprehensive and Liberian-owned strategy,
support that is being given to the LNP in bits and pieces becomes “both unsustainable and
often counterproductive.” Also speaking, Justice Minister Phillip Banks said every effort will be
made to support the LNP in drawing up the strategic development plan. He also disclosed that
an opportunity for support to the LNP from the Government of Liberia’s supplementary
budget will open up in December. For her part, the Police Inspector General, Beatrice SiehBrown urged her LNP colleagues to work together as a team to take the LNP forward.

Press Union Cautions Journalists against Igniting Tension
(Liberian Express, The News, The Inquirer)

•

In a release issued in Monrovia, the Press Union of Liberia (PUL) has cautioned journalists
against fuelling tension amidst the anxieties and bitterness being generated at the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) public hearings. The PUL said the media has a responsibility
to enhance the reconciliation process and must not facilitate chaos and ethnic bickering. The
union believes that the idea of the TRC is a unique opportunity for Liberians to deal with their
violent pass and correct their history.

Several Nominations in Government
(Heritage, The News, Daily Observer, New Vision, The Inquirer, The Informer, Pubic Agenda)
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•

•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has made additional appointments in government pending
confirmation by the Liberian Senate. Those appointed are Commany Wesseh, Ambassador
and Representative to the United Nations; Sebastian Muah, Deputy Minister for Economic
Policy, Ministry of Planning and Darryl Ambrose Nmah, Assistant Minister for Public Affairs,
Ministry of National Defense.
Others are Counsellor Eva Mae Mappy Morgan, Deputy Minister for Administration, Ministry of
Justice, and Timothy B. Grandoe, Assistant Minister for Coast Guard Affairs, Ministry of
National Defense. The President also nominated Samuel Thompson, Member of the Board of
Governors, Central Bank of Liberia and Juma P. Karnley, County Attorney, Bomi County
among others.

LPMC Signs Agreement with JICS
(Daily Observer)

•

The Government of Liberia (GOL) and Japan, through the Liberian Produce Marketing
Corporation (LPMC) and the Japan International Cooperation System (JICS) Saturday, August
30, 2008, signed an Agent Agreement for the procurement of US$6.5 million Japanese Food
Aid to Liberia.

LISCR Reacts to Email Scam
(The Inquirer)

•

[sic:] The Liberia Ship and Corporate Registry (LISCR) reacted to recent copies of email
correspondence which inferred bribery and corrupt practices on the part of LISCR's Yoram
Cohen. In a statement issued yesterday, LISCR said the statement and the allegation, which
refer to the purported copies of email in which it inferred bribery and corrupt practices on the
part of Yoram Cohen and LISCR, are entirely untrue. The statement said the purported copies
of emails from Yoram Cohen and Avi Zaidenberg referred to in the report are fictitious
fabrication. In a related development, the opposition Congress for Democratic Change (CDC)
has written the International Contact Group on Liberia (ICGL) saying that a popular Liberian
Internet-based news magazine has run and exposed email communication, yet to be
authenticated, amongst high government officials and foreign businessmen discussing bribes
for the awarding of the lucrative contract to manage Liberia's Maritime program. The CDC
letter signed by its founder and party leader, George M. Weah said, "We have received
information that the United States Department of Justice has launched a probe into the email
affairs to determine if the US anti- corruption Foreign Corrupt Practice Act (FCPA) has been
violated.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 10:00 am)

Ministry of Education Threatens to Revoke License Of Non-Compliant Schools
• Education authorities have threatened to revoke the licenses of schools that would not resume
academic activities today.
• The ministry said all schools are to be opened today in keeping with its calendar.
• Deputy Education Minister, Hester Williams Catakaw said the ministry and school authorities
agreed to the timetable during a consultative meeting and warned that the ministry would not
accept any defiance.
“Disputed” Senate Leadership Faces Supreme Court Chamber Justice Today
• The disputed leadership of the Senate is expected to face chamber justice, Jamesetta
Wolokollie today in a conference at the Supreme Court.
• The Supreme Court Chamber Justice is to hear a complaint against the Senate filed by the
National Democratic Party of Liberia (NDPL) and co-defendant Senator Isaac Nyenabo.
• In a prohibition petition, the NDPL and co-defendant Nyenabo asked the Supreme Court to
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overturn the Senate’s decision to suspend Senator Nyenabo as pro-tempore contending that
the action was illegal and the Upper House was sitting unlawfully when it took the decision.
Press Union Encourages Journalists on TRC Reporting
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)

President Sirleaf Makes Additional Appointments

Truth F.M. (News monitored today at 10:00 am)
ECOWAS Commission on Trade Wants Regional Integration
• The ECOWAS Commission for Trade, Commerce, Customs and Tourism said regional
integration of trade within the sub-region is paramount to the free movement of goods and
services.
• Commissioner Alhaji Mohammed Daramy said if the countries in the sub-region must have a
stronger market share in the international market it was incumbent among member states to
form a strong partnership in the industry of trade and commerce.
*****

