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Concord Times (Freetown)
Monday, 13 October 2008
Fear of Insecurity in Country, Liberia Border
By Mohamed Vandi
Residents of Gendema village in the border town between Sierra Leone and Liberia have expressed fear of
insecurity at the boundary of the two sister countries.
Moinima Mansary, a resident of the village told Concord Times that the massive movement of Sierra
Leoneans youth into Liberia on a delay basis was a concern.
She said the recent frequent crossing of young people has brought renewed fears in the township.
"The youth have not given us any good reason as to why they were going to Liberia. We want to know the
reason why they were going to another country. Before the war Sierra Leonean youth were crossing over
to Liberia in droves," she recalled adding that, "we have started seeing them going back."
Mansary claimed that customs officers were collecting Le 75, 000 from people crossing the boarder over
to Liberia.
Assistant inspector general of police south David Sesay also confirmed that he has been informed about
the movement of young Sierra Leoneans into Liberia.
Sesay said they have discussed the matter with the people of Gendema during a border and provincial
meeting held at the village.
"We discussed the movement of youth into Liberia. Some of the youth said they were going to Liberia to
seek jobs," he said.
Sesay disclosed that there are 47 crossing points between Sierra Leone and Liberian border.
"Since I took over I made sure that there are various check points in all the major areas of police coverage.
The police have the manpower and the human resource to combat crime in the district. My plan is to wipe
out armed robbery in the district," he said.
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The Analyst
Monday, 13 October 20028
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The Analyst
Monday, 13 October 2008
[Part of this story was omitted when scanning in Liberia]
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The Monitor
Monday, 13 October 2008
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Daily Observer
Monday, 13 October 2008
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Liberian Express
Monday, 13 October 2008
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New Democrat
Monday, 13 October 2008
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
13 October 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Ex-Combatants Demand Graduation from Skills training program in Northern Liberia
(The Inquirer)

•

Tension has erupted at the Liberia Opportunity Industrialization Centre (LOIC) and the Young
Men Christian Association (YMCA) skills training centre in Nimba County over the graduation
of some ex-combatants. Accordingly, the ex-combatants have accused the LOIC and the
YMCA Programme Coordinator, Julius Sele for deserting the program that was designed to
provide skills training to ex-combatants. The spokesperson of the ex-combatants, Elizabeth
Charlie threatened they would resort to a peaceful demonstration if their graduation is
delayed further.

TRC Releases Findings of National Conflict Mapping Survey
(The Analyst Public Agenda, New Vision, The Monitor)

•

•
•

A Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) has released findings from a National Conflict
Mapping Survey conducted by the commission. The TRC recently completed the survey which
is intended to identify threats to peace in Liberia. According to the Commission, the survey
focused on looming issues that have the potential to endanger the Country’s long term
stability.
The survey was conducted in seventy-five percent of the administrative districts of the fifteen
political sub-divisions of Liberia and was followed by consultations with government officials,
civil society organizations, political leaders and the traditional Council.
The TRC said the report will be presented by the European Commission for comments,
endorsement and the appropriate action.

Regional Examination Body Adopts New Measures
(The Inquirer)

•

The West African Examinations Council in Liberia says it has designed new measures to
prevent the recurrence of collusion during the 2007/2008 national exams administered in May
this year. The Head of the National Offices of the Council, Professor Thomas Gaie said those
candidates that are expected to sit the 2008/2009 examinations would sit the exams on their
campuses. According to him, other schools that do not have a decent examination hall would
be made to sit their test at a venue to be made available by WAEC.

Chief Prosecutor Speaks to Compelling Evidence against War Crimes Suspect, Taylor
(The Analyst, Liberian Express, The Monitor, and New Democrat)

•

•

Mr. Stephen Rapp, the Chief Prosecutor of the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone
prosecuting ex-Liberian President Charles Taylor says they have compelling evidence against
Mr. Taylor and the strength of the evidence has exceeded his expectations. But Taylor's lead
defense lawyer, according to The Analyst, Liberian Express, The Monitor, and New Democrat
believes his client will prove his innocence.
The prosecution's case against war crimes suspect and former Liberian President Charles
Taylor is due be completed by January next year. Taylor, whose trial started in June 2007, is
the first former African head of state to stand trial in front of any court on war crimes
charges. He has pleaded not guilty to charges involving murder, rape, conscripting child
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soldiers and sexual slavery during the intertwined wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone, in which
thousands of people were killed.
President Bush Wants Warlords Arrested as Child Rights Group Catalogues Abuses against
Liberian Kids
(Daily Observer)

•

[Sic:] With the latest call by United States President George W. Bush for the arrest and
prosecution of leaders of armed groups and military forces outside the US who have recruited
child soldiers, a child rights advocacy group has highlighted pervasive and all-encompassing
abuses of children in Liberia. The advocacy group, Forerunner of Children Universal Rights for
Survival (FOCIUS), has also called on President Bush and others to ensure that those
responsible for the abuses committed against children in the Liberian armed conflict account
for their deeds on the altar of justice.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 9:00 am)

Agriculture Minister Announces Major Project
• Agriculture Minister Dr. Chris Toe has announced the construction of the National Extension
Coordination Centre in Central Liberia which is to serve as a link between farmers and the
ministry.
• The Minister said the centre when completed would coordinate the distribution of seeds and
other varieties to farmers in the country and would also help the Central Agricultural
Research Institute (CARI) in its testing through the extension program.
• Meanwhile, the Agriculture boss has announced the purchase of twelve four-wheel double
cabin Nissan pick-ups for county agriculture coordinators.
• He disclosed that the vehicles were purchased from the ministry’s 2007/2008 Budget.
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC)

World Bank, Partners Launch Adolescent Girls Initiative
• The World Bank, partner governments and the private sector have launched the adolescent
Girls Initiative which is intended to promote economic empowerment for adolescent girls in
poor and post conflict Countries for a three year period.
• Liberia will be the first Country to benefit from the initiative, followed by Afghanistan, Nepal,
Rwanda, and South Sudan.
• Speaking at the well attended launch in Washington DC, World Bank’s president Robert
Zoellick said investing in young girls would serve as the best catalyst to overcome poverty.
• In a televised speech, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf said young women have the potential to
ensure economic growth when given the chance.
• Partners including Denmark, Norway, the Clinton Foundation, and Nike Foundation have
pledged about twenty million dollars to fund the initiative.
Angel Tokpa's Murder Trial “Lingers” Amidst Threat from Suspects’ Family
• The Government says the outcome of foreign investigation on the sample of the body parts of
little Angel Tokpa shows her guardian, Hans William committed the murder.
• In an interview, Justice Minister, Philip Banks said government has what he called a high
quality of evidence to prosecute Mr. Williams and his fiancé Mardea Paykue.
• Minister Banks maintained that the government would not bow to any form of pressure from
the Hans Williams’ family to release him warning that any demonstration by the Williams’
family must be preceded by a permit from the Justice Ministry.
• He was reacting to threats by the Williams’ family that they would take to the streets if their
brother was not immediately released from detention.
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC)

ADF Gives Grants to Two Groups
• The United States African Development Foundation has presented grants to two local
organizations in the country.
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•
•

The Kpatawee Community Development Association in Bong County and SHOCAS, a women
group, are the two beneficiaries of the grants.
The grants which total one hundred seventy-seven thousand US Dollars are intended to
increase the income of marginalized entrepreneurs.

TRC Releases Results of National Conflict Mapping Survey
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC)

****
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The Analyst online (Liberia)
Monday, 13 October 2008
Former Warlord Demands War Crimes Tribunal
…Boi Bleeju Boi At TRC
The first former Liberian warlord to recommend the establishment of a war crimes tribunal told
commissioners of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) their work would be a waste if crimes
against humanity committed during the civil conflict are not prosecuted.
Then self style General Boi Bleeju Boi, vice chair and spokesman of the defunct Movement for
Democracy in Liberia (MODEL) contended that there can be no peace in Liberia without prosecutions of
those who committed heinous crimes against civilians.
“The voices of those innocent persons killed during the civil war are crying out loud for justice. We must
establish a war crimes tribunal here in Liberia. We need justice in this country,” the former warlord said
Monday while answering commissioners’ questions.
Mr. Boi was testifying at the TRC ongoing Thematic and Institutional Inquiry Public Hearing on the
Contemporary History of the Conflict at the Centennial Memorial Pavilion in Monrovia.
He said without the establishment of a war crimes court in Liberia, the peace and security of the country
will not be preserved. Mr. Boi demanded that those who committed crimes against humanity during the
country’s civil conflict must one day have their day in court.
“The can be no genuine peace and security in Liberia without justice. Our people were killed during this
conflict and they are continuously crying for justice. That’s why I continue to advocate for the creation of
a war crimes court here. There can be no genuine peace without justice.”
He said that there can be no reconciliation in Liberia without justice for those who committed heinous
crimes against humanity.
Mr. Boi said that opportunit afforded key military actors through the TRC process was being abuse due to
their boastfulness and arrogance before the commission and hence the only remedy now was prosecution.
Under the theme: “Understanding the Conflict Through its Principal Events and Actors,” the ongoing
hearings are addressing the root causes of the conflict, including its military and political dimensions.
The hearings are focused on events between 1979 and 2003 and the national and external actors that
helped to shape those events.
The TRC was agreed upon in the August 2003 peace agreement and created by the TRC Act of 2005. The
TRC was established to “promote national peace, security, unity and reconciliation,” and at the same time
make it possible to hold perpetrators accountable for gross human rights violations and violations of
international humanitarian law that occurred in Liberia between January 1979 and October 2003.
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BBC Online
Tuesday, 14 October 2008
Dutch hear Rwandan genocide case
A Rwandan Hutu, Joseph Mpambara, has pleaded not guilty before a Dutch court to charges of rape and
murder during the Rwandan genocide 14 years ago.
Prosecutors say he took part in the massacre of Tutsis at a church complex and the hacking to death of
seven people dragged out of an ambulance.
He was living in the Netherlands when he was arrested in 2006.
He is being tried under a Dutch law that allows the prosecution of war crimes committed overseas.
Some 800,000 minority Tutsis and moderate Hutus were slaughtered by Hutu militias in just 100 days in
1994.
Mr Mpambara, 40, is accused of being a member of the Interahamwe militia.
His case came to the attention of Dutch authorities after his 1998 application for asylum was turned down.
The UN-backed International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) was set up in 1997 to try the most
high-profile genocide cases.
Prosecution spokesman Wim de Bruin said the ICTR, under pressure to finish its cases by the end of the
year, had asked the Netherlands to take on this case, Reuters news agency reports.

