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Registrar Herman von Hebel dressed in traditional garment at last week’s outreach in Pujehun, where he
was crowned ‘chief of peace’. See today’s Special Court supplement for more photos.
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Africa Press Agency
Saturday, 4 October 2008
Taylor ally rubbishes claims of discovery of former president’s money
APA-Monrovia (Liberia) An associate of former Liberian President Charles Taylor has described as
’untrue’ the claim by Special Court Prosecutor Stephen Rapp that US$6 million of Taylor’s wealth has
been discovered and frozen by the United Nations.
Speaking to APA Saturday, Mr. Sando Johnson, a former legislator in the government of former President
Taylor, said: "This is a black lie, there is no money anywhere. This thing is intended to blackmail Mr.
Taylor and dehumanize him so that people, including his supporters will shy away from him".
Sando Johnson, considered a spokesman of the Taylor family, said if the war crimes suspect had any
money, he would not let the UN hire a lawyer for him.
"There is no truth in that. I challenge Mr. Rapp to show us where the money is. I have said this over and
over. Mr Taylor does not have a dime in any bank in the world. It is a blatant lie," he emphasized.
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Heritage (Liberia)
Friday, 3 October 2008
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National Chronicle
Friday, 3 October 2008
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
3 October 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Over 50 Police Officers Suspended
(Heritage, The News, The Analyst, Daily Observer, The Inquirer)

•

•

Over 50 officers of the Liberia National Police have been suspended for the periods ranging
from one week, four months to time indefinite. According to LNP release, the administrative
action was taken against the officers due to their failure to report to work as well as assault
against peaceful citizens.
Two of the officers were suspended for time indefinite for assaulting peaceful citizens in
Grand Bassa County, while four were suspended for one week each. The release also
indicated that 47 of the 56 officers were suspended for two weeks each and three for the
period of four months each. The Liberia National Police have warned all officers to desist from
such practices of not reporting to work or face administrative action. Meanwhile, 106 officers
of the ERU Emergency Response Unit are expected to graduate today after months of
training.

UN Envoy Speaks to Challenges and Successes after five years of peacekeeping in Liberia
(The Inquirer, Heritage, New Vision, The Parrot)

•
•

•

•

The head of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) Madam Ellen Margrethe Lǿj has
admitted that despite much progress made in Liberia for the past five years, full restoration of
the rule of law remains a challenge.
“We might have underestimated the time for the police to be trained and ready to perform
but UNMIL will remain with them, guard them in the process of performing their duty.”
Madam Lǿj stressed that the areas of rule of law and security sector reform still need special
attention in order to consolidate and solidify the progress made in Liberia over the past five
years since the United Nations Mission began operations in the country after nearly 15-year
of civil conflict.
The United Nations Mission in Liberia which began operation in the country after the signing
of the Accra Comprehensive Accord that brokered peace between all belligerent forces to the
Liberia crisis in 2003 got an extension in its mandate from the United Nations Security
Council for additional one year ending September 30, 2009.
•
Resolution 1836(2008) of the United Nations endorsed by Secretary General Ban Ki
Moon recommends a reduction of 1,460 military personnel and the streaming of the current
sectors of the UN mission in Liberia into two, to be carried out between October 2008 and
March 2009.
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General to Liberia, Madam Ellen Margrethe Lǿj
told a press conference Wednesday that the resolution calls for minor adjustments to be
undertaken in the one year mandate of the mission. In regards to the military presence of
UNMIL, she said by the end of September 2009, the number of military personnel will be
reduced by 1,460 to about 10,000 and the police presence increased from the current five to
seven Formed Police Units (FPUs), which she stated means an extra 240 police will remain to
help in terms of training and advising the Liberian National Police, as well as day-to-day
operational tasks to combat crime.

US Government to Give US$56M for Security Reform
(The News)
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•

•
•

U.S. Charge d’Affaires Brooks Robinson has announced a US$56 million financial package for
various security agencies in Liberia during this fiscal year. She said the US government will
continue to work with the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) and the Liberia National
Police (LNP) to improve the security sector in Liberia.
Ms. Robinson spoke at the graduation of 100 personnel of the Special Security Service (SSS)
Wednesday following their successful completion of a three-month intensive training program
in VIP protection.
The U.S. Charge d’Affaires urged the new graduates to uphold the rule of law and respect
human rights. Security, she noted, will only be guaranteed by the commitment of the SSS
personnel. In a statement, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf congratulated the graduates and
spoke of progress in the performance of their duties. She said the SSS must continue to raise
the standard of the force in order for the citizenry to regain lost confidence.

Doe Never Had Knowledge of Lutheran Massacre”…Armah Youlo Tells TRC
(Heritage, The News, New Democrat, Daily Observer, National Chronicle)

•
•

•

A former agent of the National Security Agency (NSA) and aide of late former President
Samuel K. Doe, Armah Youlo says the 1990 Lutheran Church massacre was never sanctioned
by the former president.
Mr. Youlo, former executive of the defunct ULIMO said former President Doe never had
knowledge of the massacre. Appearing before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)
Thursday, Mr. Youlo said former President Doe was upset when he received news of the
massacre of people who had gone to seek refuge at the Lutheran Church compound in Sinkor.
He said the former President in the presence of several persons, including Mr. Wesseh
McClain, former Minister of State, threatened to execute those who carried out the massacre.
His testimony at the on-going Thematic and Institutional Hearings of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) contradicted earlier testimonies from survivals that former
President Doe was among AFL soldiers who carried out the massacre. Hundreds, perhaps
more than a thousand persons, were massacred at the St. Peter Lutheran Church in Sinkor
allegedly by soldiers of the Armed Force of Liberia.

Government Warns Against Hoarding of Rice
(The Inquirer)

•

•
•

The Minister of Information Lawrence K. Bropleh says the government of Liberia will not
hesitate to prosecute anyone found engaged in hoarding Liberia’s staple food rice in an
alleged attempt for profit making at the detriment of consumers. He made the
pronouncement yesterday at a major news conference at the Ministry of Information on
Capitol Hill in Monrovia.
For some time now, there have been reports that the price of the commodity has been
increasing steadily on the market because some dealers are hoarding the commodity thereby
creating the impression that rice is scarce on the market.
The alleged acts of these dealers have created a situation where the price of a bag of rice,
which was previously sold for the government’s approved price of US$35.00, has jumped
between US$45 to US$50.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

Police Suspends 56 Officers

(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Government Accuses Team of Journalists of “Ethical Bridge”
• The Government has accused a team of journalists that visited the site of the Kolleh Town
massacre of “ethical bridge”.
• Speaking at a news conference Thursday, Solicitor General Tiawon Giongloe said radio
pronouncements by the team of journalists have pre-determined the trial.
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•
•
•

Solicitor General Gongloe said the team’s statement undermines the rule of law and the
peace of the state.
He described the act by the group of journalists as “mercenary” journalism vowing to
complain the team to the Press Union of Liberia.
The Solicitor General said the journalists should not have taken money from anyone for
information gathering.

(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Forum to Develop National Mental Health Policy Opens in Monrovia
• A two-day stakeholder’s conference on the development of a National Mental Health Policy for
Liberia has begun in Monrovia.
• In an interview, the Chief Medical Officer of Liberia, Dr. Bernice Dahn said the conference
would design a comprehensive policy that will enable government to adequately deal with
mental health problems.
• Dr. Dahn said there has been no Mental Health Policy in the country although the Ministry has
over the years had mental health activities.
GAC Clears Bong Legislative Caucus of Financial Impropriety in Road Project
• An audit report from the General Auditing Commission (GAC) has cleared the Bong County
Legislative Caucus of financial impropriety.
• The report relates to the disbursement of US$147,000.00 for the Bong Mines-Hendi road
project.
• In its findings, the GAC said the funds in question remain in the custody of MAK Incorporated
the firm hired to undertake the road project.
• The audit report comes after accusations linking the Bong Caucus to sharing the funds with
the firm which is yet to complete the road project.
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Government Denies Imminent Rice Shortage
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)

*****
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The Inquirer (Monrovia)
Friday, 3 October 2008
Ex-Ulimo General Wants Youlu, Alhaji Kromah Reappear
By D. Webster Cassell
A former ULIMO-K general, Isaac Kamara has given Mr. Armah Youlu and Alhaji G. V. Kromah
twenty-four hours ultimatum to reappear before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and
provide the whole truth regarding the death of the late ambassador Albert Karpeh.
Speaking to the INQUIRER late yesterday evening, the former Lofa County representative said that the
two individuals who he claimed narrated lies when they appeared should go back and explained the actual
story surrounding the death of the late Ambassador.
Former General Kamara who appeared very upset over the presentations of the two witnesses claimed that
they lied under oath and as such should reappear and provide the full and true stories.
According to him, the two witnesses with hidden and cruel motives excluded themselves from the death
of the late Amb. Albert Karpeh.But according to him, they fully and jointly participated in the
slaughtering of the late Ambassador.
The former UNLIMO General then threatened a L$100,000 law suit against the two individuals on
grounds that if they do fail to reappear before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to provide in
depth revelation of which he is full aware about the Ambassador's death and other heinous crimes
perpetrated by Mr. Youlu and Alhaji G. V.Kromah.
The former ULIMO general pointed out that Mr. Armah Youlu was particularly jailed in Sierra Leone for
his alleged involvement in the killing of Amb. Karpeh who was then the Liberian Ambassador accredited
to Sierra Leone from 1986 to 1992 upto the time of his death. According to General Kamara, this fact is
very obvious and plain.
In a very serious mood, he further alleged that the late Ambassador was cruelly executed by Alhaji
Kromah and Armah Youlu in Sierra Leone but according to him, they have consistently denied their
involvement into the death of the late Liberian ambassador.
The former Lofa County lawmaker also asked that the TRC request the two witnesses, Youlu and
Kromah, while appearing to explain the "God truth" about the Sinje and the Tenne massacres which
according to him resulted to the death of several innocent people.
"If they cannot explain the truth, the people of Cape Mount County are prepared and are in complete
readiness to provide and narrate the entire truth. "We only want the TRC to invite under-men including
the former generals and other guys who served as under- men instead of those war lords to testify before
the TRC to make the Liberians know the truth," he noted with serious emphasis.
However, the former Lofa County lawmaker claimed that if the TRC failed to have those men reappear
and to also invite some of the ex-generals who served with those guys, then true meaning of the TRC
process will not be attainable.
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He also said that he challenged the witnesses to say whether they are not aware of the claims. "He, Armah
Youlu, trained 'K-5' and he also facilitated lots of wicked killings, how then will he say that they did not
kill anybody," the former general grieved.
He claimed that his request comes as a result of continued fallacy provided by those so-called 'war lords
after they have taken oath.
We wondered as to whether it would be possible for the two witnesses Mr. Youlu and Mr. Kromah, who
had just completed their various testimonies according to the schedule of the TRC can use their own
discretion to reappear before the TRC.
But what is very certain is the fact that General Kamara seems to differ with the testimonies of the two
witnesses. It appears that another avenue of exploring the actuality seems to be on course.
Mr. Youlu testified Thursday, October 02, 2008 at the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Liberia
ongoing Thematic and Institutional Inquiry Public Hearing on the Contemporary History of the Conflict at
the Centennial Memorial Pavilion in Monrovia.
Under the theme: "Understanding the Conflict Through its Principal Events and Actors," the ongoing
hearings are addressing the root causes of the conflict, including its military and political dimensions.
The hearings are focused on events of conflicts between 1979 and 2003 and its national and external
actors that helped to shape those sad events.
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Mediaforfreedom.com
Friday, 3 October 2008
http://www.mediaforfreedom.com/ReadArticle.
United States: Bush Signs Law on Child Soldiers
Measure to Prosecute Recruiters Abroad Puts Commanders on Notice
(New York, October 3, 2008) – Under a new law signed today by US President George W. Bush, leaders
of military forces and armed groups who have recruited child soldiers may be arrested and prosecuted in
the United States, Human Rights Watch said today. The law could apply to leaders of dozens of forces
that have recruited and used child soldiers in over 20 armed conflicts.
The Child Soldiers Accountability Act makes it a federal crime to recruit knowingly or to use soldiers
under the age of 15 and permits the United States to prosecute any individual on US soil for the offense,
even if the children were recruited or served as soldiers outside the United States. The law imposes
penalties of up to 20 years, or up to life in prison if their action resulted in the child’s death. It also allows
the United States to deport or deny entry to individuals who have knowingly recruited children as soldiers.
“The US is saying to the world that using child soldiers is a serious crime and that it will take action,” said
Jo Becker, children’s rights advocate for Human Rights Watch. “Military commanders who use children
can no longer come to the United States without the risk of ending up in jail.”
The legislation was introduced by Senator Richard Durbin of Illinois and adopted unanimously by both
the US House of Representatives and the US Senate in September 2008.
In a statement issued on October 3, Senator Durbin said: “The United States must not be a safe haven for
those who exploit children as soldiers. Period. The use of children as combatants is one of the most
despicable human rights violations in the world today and affects the lives of hundreds of thousands of
boys and girls who are used as combatants, porters, human mine detectors and sex slaves. The power to
prosecute and punish those who violate the law will send a clear signal that the U.S. will in no way
tolerate this abhorrent practice” (http://durbin.senate.gov/showRelease.cfm?releaseId=304082 ).
The recruitment and use of children as soldiers was recognized in 1998 as a war crime under the
jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court. In 2007, four former military commanders from Sierra
Leone were convicted by the Special Court for Sierra Leone for recruiting and using children as soldiers.
Rebel and military commanders from the Democratic Republic of Congo and Uganda have also been
charged under the International Criminal Court with recruiting and using child soldiers, though none have
yet gone to trial.
“This new law is a breakthrough because it no longer leaves the prosecution of child recruiters to
international tribunals and the national courts of conflict-affected countries,” Becker said. “The United
States is stepping up to hold these war criminals accountable in its own courts.”
Children are currently used in armed conflicts in at least 17 countries. Countries and territories in which
children are known to have been used in hostilities between 2004 and 2007 include: Afghanistan, Burma,
Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo, India,
Indonesia, Iraq, Occupied Palestinian Territories, Nepal, Philippines, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Thailand
and Uganda. Between 2001 and 2004, child soldiers were also used in Angola, Republic of Congo,
Guinea, Liberia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Iran, and Yemen.
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Voice of America
Monday, 6 October 2008
Sudan Ready to Cooperate Without Preconditions Over ICC Warrant
By Peter Clottey
Washington, D.C.
Sudan's government says it is ready to work with the international community in a compromise to
improve the security situation in the Darfur region. This comes after its delegation to the United Nations
sought to have a possible International Criminal Court (ICC) indictment against President Umar Hassan
Ahmad al-Bashir over human rights abuses. The chief prosecutor of the ICC, Louis Moreno Ocampo
accuses President Bashir of committing genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes in Darfur. But
Sudan's government maintains that a possible indictment against President Bashir would derail Darfur
peace talks.
The United States and some European countries reportedly said they are ready to have the indictment
differ if Khartoum would change its policies in Darfur.
Ambassador Ali Saddick is the spokesman for Sudan's foreign ministry. He tells reporter Peter Clottey
that Khartoum is ready to cooperate with anybody with no strings attached over the ICC possible
indictment of President Bashir.
"In fact our delegation headed by the Vice President Ali Osman Taha was able to present the Sudan
government's position regarding the International Criminal Court. And in this regard, we have made so
many meetings and consultations with different groups and the vice president also met with Condoleezza
Rice and the special envoy Mr. Williamson. And we briefed them on the support that Sudan has got from
over 140 countries, but there is, I think, some more work to go," Saddick noted.
He said The United States as well as some European countries are skeptical about Sudan's role in the
troubled Darfur region and are demanding a dramatic change in Khartoum's policies.
"The Americans are not convinced with his (Vice President Taha) position, and we are not convinced with
the imposition the Americans are using. The position is that they are ready to support any suspension of
the continuation of the ICC in the condition that some development is being achieved on the ground in
Darfur. And we are working on that because the government now is working with the United Nations and
the African Union on two tracks - Peace and there is a political solution the negotiations with the Abuja
Agreement and on the other tracks the deployment of the UMISS (United Nations Mission in Sudan) force
in Darfur," he said.
Saddick said Khartoum has made significant progress working with other nations to resolve the crisis in
Darfur as well as the possible ICC indictment of President Bashir.
"They were received very well in most of the countries and we are still working with the French, the
British and the Americans, although the United States is just like us, we are not part of the ICC statute.
But I think we need to put in some more effort with those countries so that overall objective of the African
Union had agreed that this indictment should be stopped at one point," Saddick pointed out.
He said Khartoum would not be pushed around under any circumstances.
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"It is the belief of the government of Sudan and that of the African Union and the Arab League that if
strings were not attached to the issues, western governments, those three countries in particular not all that
has not been done regarding the situation in Darfur does not lie on the government of Sudan because now,
there is insecurity. The government is trying to forge a security, but there are other factors who are doing
otherwise," he said.
Saddick said the government of President Bashir is working with some international bodies to ensure
peace and stability returns to Darfur.
"The government of Sudan is helping the United Nations to complete the deployment of the forces and all
the requirements for UNMIL to operate, but again the United Nations is not doing anything, so, it is not
entirely the government. We need other people to help us to assist the United Nations to complete or to do
its obligations regarding the peaceful resettlement and the deployment of the 26 thousand strong force,"
Saddick noted.
He said although there was a need for compromise on the way forward in addressing the insecurity
situation in Darfur, Khartoum would not be bullied.
"I can't agree more because we believe that there should be some compromise if there are no political
agenda, I think we would reach some agreement very soon," he said.
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