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Charlestaylortrial.org
Wednesday, 19 November 2008
Afternoon Session: Examination of Expert Witness TF1-358 Continues
3:00PM: Court resumed in open session and prosecution counsel Mohamed Bangura continued the
examination of Expert Witness TF1-358 who testified with voice and facial distortion.
The witness continued his testimony about wounded victims that he offered medical help to during the
rebel attacks on Freetown. The witness spoke about civilians who suffered from burns as a result of being
in houses which were set on fire by rebel forces. When asked about that nature of burns in adults and
children, the witness said that the burns suffered by adults were distinct from those suffered by children.
He said that when compared to children, the severity in adults was less because of the proportion of body
involved. He also spoke of people who had wounds caused by blunt instruments. He said that the blunt
instruments used on victims caused the tissues to go into spasms. The witness said that wounded people
were also brought from the provinces for treatment at his institutions. When asked whether the victims
told him about the mood of the perpetrators, the witness said they told him that the perpetrators behaved
abnormally. He also spoke about a witness that he treated for whom he had earlier been a primary
physician.
Prosecution counse Mr. Bangura asked the witness about the activities of combatants that he witnessed in
1999. The witness said that he witnessed rebel activities that targeted specific groups in the capital. When
asked to specify such groups that were targeted, he mentioned members of the judiciary or court system
and Nigerian nationals living in Sierra Leone. When asked how he knew that Nigerians were targeted, the
witness responded that a close friend of his was killed in the east end of Freetown because he had a tribal
marks that made him look like a Nigerian. He said the friend was mistaken for a Nigerian and he was
executed. He said Nigerians were targeted because a huge component of the ECOMOG forces was made
up of Nigerians.
Prosecution counsel asked that the witness be made to identify photographs and distingusih between those
that he personally took of the victims who were treated in his institution and those photos taken by another
individual but handed over to the witness. Defence counsel for Mr. Taylor, Mr. Terry Munyard objected
on the basis that the originals of the photos be shown in court. Prosecution counsel Mr. Bangura
responded that the photographs were digitally taken and that there were no originals in court. The witness
explained to the court that when prosecution investigators took the photos from him, they copied them and
handed the originals back to him. He said that he did not have them with him in court. After a few legal
exchanges in that regard, the judges allowed the witness to identify the photos available in court. The
witness made the identifications and prosecution counsel asked that the photos be marked for
identification.
Court adjourned 30 minutes ahead of normal time because the judges had other matters to attend to.
Mid-Morning Session: Examination of Witness TF1-358 Continued with Voice and Facial Distortion
Posted by Webmaster on November 19, 2008
12:00pm: Court resumed and prosecution counsel Mohamed Bangura continued the examination of
Expert Witness TF1-358. The witness testified in open session with voice and facial distortion.
In his testimony, the witness said that he received several patients from the the north, south and east of
Sierra Leone. Asked about specific ares in these regions, the witness said that those from the north where
mainly from Makeni in Bombali District while those from the east where mainly from Koidu, Kenema
and Daru. Describing some of the wounds of victims, the witness said that there were many cases of
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chronic amputations and badly infected wounds. He described cases of chronic ostromilisis and
retraction, in which case the sub tissue around the bone contracts, exposes the bone and the bone becomes
badly infected. The witness also described a situation where his colleague, another medical practitioner
came to him with an attempted amputation of his arm. The witness said that many of the patients who
went to his institution told him that their perpetrators were rebels. He testified of the generosity of
ordinary Sierra Leoneans who carried injured victims in trolleys and provided camp beds and matresses
for his institution to provide treatment for these victims. The witness also explained that several of his
workers in his medical institutions were caught behind rebel lines but were able to escape and go join him
to treat the wounded victims. The witness explained that he treated a woman who was gang raped and her
eyes plucked out by her attackers. He said that the rebels told the woman that she would not recognize
them if her eyes were plucked out. He said that he also treated children who suffered amputations of
various kinds.
Court adjourned for lunch break.
Morning Session: 83rd Prosecution Witness (Expert) TF1-358 Commences His Testimony With Voice
and Facial Distortion
10:00am; Court resumed and prosecution counsel Mr. Mohamed Bangura led the 83rd prosecution
witness in evidence. The witness, a medical practitioner testified as an expert in human anatomy, injuries
suffered from the application of force to human body, medical intervention for injuries to human body,
long term impact of injuries and emotional consequences of significant injury.
In his evidence, the witness testified about the nature of injuries suffered during the conflict in Sierra
Leone and more particularly rebel attacks on Freetown. He spoke extensively about injuries caused by
fireamrs, the application of force by objects, and sexual violence, including the emotional and long term
effects on the patients.
A huge part of the witness’s testimony during the morning session was heard in private/closed session as
questions asked could have disclosed the witness’s identity if heard in public. When court resumed in
open session, the witness testified about the various institutions he ran during the rebel attacks in
Freetown, which provided medical attention for persons injured by fighting forces. The witness gave a
description of the chaotic medical situation that existed in Freetown after the overthrow of President
Ahmed Tejan Kabbah in May 1997. He said that the major medical institutions were overcrowded and
overwhelmed with patients suffering from various wounds. He said that the patients were divided into
categories of those dying upon arrival, those with acute emergency situations, and those with light
wounds. He described to the court the various wounds sustained by patients he treated in 1997. According
to the witness, in addition to treating patients for various injuries that were sustained, the institutions he
ran also provided cancelling services to victims especially those who suffered from sexual violence.
Court adjourned for mid-morning break.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
19 November 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Local Media-Radio VERITAS (News monitored today at 9:00 am)

CBL Suspends 14 Employees over “Recycled” Checks Scam
(Heritage, The News, The Informer)

•
•
•
•

The Central Bank of Liberia (CBL) has suspended 14 of its employees for their alleged
involvement in dubious activities relative to the Government of Liberia (GOL) Liberia Dollar
Payroll Account.
A CBL statement said a spot audit of the Government of Liberia (GOL) civil servant payroll
account discovered that several checks that were issued between April to September this year
had been recycled to the payroll account in October 2008.
The Bank release said preliminary findings of the internal audit section gives reason to believe
that there was misconduct on the part of several employees in the posting unit and the
tellers.
The matter is being investigated by the Justice Ministry.

ADB to Give Liberia US$18M Budgetary Support
(The Inquirer, Heritage, The News, The Informer)

•
•
•

•

The Africa Development Bank (ADB) has agreed to provide direct support to the government
of Liberia for two fiscal periods.
Finance Minister Augustine Ngafuan said the decision followed a discussion held with the bank
on ongoing work in the country.
Minister Ngafuan disclosed that the Bank will provide US$18 million in direct budgetary
support pending approval by its board next month.
The money will be used to strengthen public financial management, procurement across
government and strengthening internal audits.

GAC Audit Report Indicates Millions Missing At National Housing Authority
(The News)

•
•
•

Inquiry into the transaction of the National Housing Authority by the General Auditing
Commission (GAC) has revealed unethical practices and how incomes from rental payments
were allegedly plundered by officials of the institution.
The audit report disclosed how invalid receipts were issued and how financial records of the
NHA did not agree with the bank balances of the entity.
The report suggested that there were unauthorized payments and cases were vouchers could
not be traced to the bank statement. The audit of the NHA covered the period 2006 and
2007.

New UL President Meets President Sirleaf
(The Inquirer, Public Agenda, Heritage)

•
•
•

The newly appointed President of the University of Liberia, Dr. Emmett Dennis has met with
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf in Monrovia.
During Tuesday’s talks, Dr. Dennis discussed plans for the revitalization of the state-owned
University and to improve the capacity of the institution.
According to an Executive Mansion release, the President assured government’s continuous
support toward the creation of a more conducive learning environment for students of the
institution.

•

8
Dr. Dennis succeeds Dr. Al Hassan Conteh, who now serves as Liberia’s Ambassador the
Federal Republic of Nigeria and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).

Labour Minister Says Liberia Is “Caricature” Of A State
(The Inquirer, Heritage)

•
•

•

Labor Minister Samuel Kofi Woods has called for the dismantling of the Liberian state.
Testifying at the ongoing Truth and Reconciliation of Liberia public hearings, Minister Woods,
a human rights lawyer and former student activist demanded that the Liberian state must be
dismantled and re-conceptualized saying that the real Liberian state must emerged out of the
proceedings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Liberia.
Under the theme: Understanding the Conflict Through its Principal Events and Actors,” the
ongoing hearings are addressing the root causes of the conflict, including its military and
political dimensions.

Radio Summary

Liberia Holds Roundtable on Global Financial Crisis
• The Government of Liberia has held a roundtable on the global financial crisis today.
• Speaking at a news conference yesterday, Finance Minster, Augustine Nganfuan said the
roundtable will discuss the impact of the financial crisis on Liberia and will consider options to
mitigate the impact of the crisis on the economy.
• The roundtable will be chaired by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and will be attended by
members of the financial management team, the business community, development partners
and other stakeholders.
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC)
ADB To Give Liberia US$18M Budgetary Support
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC)
Labour Minister Says Liberia Is “Caricature” Of A State

STAR RADIO (News monitored today at 9:00 am)

Diamond Identification Conference Opens in Monrovia
• A diamond identification conference has opened in Monrovia with more than 80 miners
participating.
• The five-day conference is hosted by the Gold and Diamond Miners Workers Union of Liberia
with support from UNDP.
• The President of the Union, Mrs. Helena Jackson Thomas will help miners appreciate the
values and prices of diamonds.
• She said the miners are being taught to identify the shape, colour, clarity and cut of
diamonds saying the exercise will set the basis for Liberia’s continuous compliance with the
Kimberly Certification Process.

Truth F.M. (News monitored today at 10:00 am)
New UL President Meets President Sirleaf
*****
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BBC Online
Thursday, 20 November 2008
Rwanda aide questioned in France
A senior Rwandan presidential aide has been placed under formal investigation in Paris over the killing of a former
Rwandan president.
Rose Kabuye was extradited to France from Germany. She was detained in Frankfurt last week.
She is one of nine officials accused of involvement in the shooting down of Juvenal Habyarimana's plane in 1994,
which helped trigger Rwanda's genocide.
She has denied any involvement and her arrest has led to protests in Rwanda.
Ms Kabuye is a popular figure in Rwanda and, on Wednesday, thousands of people turned out for what appeared to
be highly organised demonstrations against her extradition in Rwanda's capital, Kigali.
"People of Rwanda have come together once again to appeal to the international community to join us in
denouncing this political manipulation of international justice by certain Western countries," said one protester.
French officials took charge of Ms Kabuye in Frankfurt, and she was flown to Charles de Gaulle airport in Paris
aboard an Air France jet.
From there she was transferred to the main law courts in Paris to appear before anti-terrorist judge Marc Trevidic,
Ms Kabuye's lawyer Bernard Maingain told the AFP news agency.
Judicial officials confirmed she had been put under judicial investigation - in effect, charged - with "complicity in
murder in relation to terrorism".
'Illegal and flawed'
Correspondents say Ms Kabuye, a former guerrilla fighter with the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), now Rwanda's
ruling party, has heroic status in Rwanda.
Correspondents said the Kigali protests did not appear spontaneous
She has served as an MP and mayor of Kigali, and is one of President Paul Kagame's closest aides.
Mr Kagame has condemned the arrest, claiming Ms Kabuye held diplomatic immunity.
Rwandan Foreign Minister Rosemary Museminali has described the arrest of Ms Kabuye as "illegal and flawed".
She told the BBC on Monday that the arrest had been "based on politically motivated information".
The plane carrying President Habyarimana, a Hutu, was shot down on 6 April 1994, as Mr Kagame's Tutsi rebels
were advancing on Kigali.
The two French pilots and the president of Burundi, Cyprien Ntaryamira, were also killed.
The Hutu extremist government accused the RPF of the assassination. Within hours, militias set up roadblocks and
started to systematically murder any Tutsis or moderate Hutus they could find.
The RPF has always accused the Hutu extremists of shooting down the plane, to provide a pretext for carrying out
their genocidal plans.
Some 800,000 people were slaughtered in just 100 days before Mr Kagame's forces ousted the Hutu government.

