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Independent Observer
Monday, 12 January 2009
Sierra Leone’s War Amputee Angrily Await Reparations

4

The Spectator
Monday, 12 January 2009
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Reuters
Friday, 9 January 2009
Liberian warlord's son gets 97 years in US prison
MIAMI, Jan 9 (Reuters) - The son of former Liberian President Charles Taylor was sentenced on Friday
to 97 years in prison for mutilations and executions carried out in Liberia, in the first U.S. prosecution for
torture committed abroad.
Charles "Chuckie" Taylor Jr., 31, was convicted in October on eight torture and conspiracy charges for
killings, beatings and atrocities committed while he headed a paramilitary force in Liberia. The charges
said he and his colleagues burned their victims with hot irons, molten wax and boiling water and applied
electric shocks to their genitals.
Prosecutors wanted a sentence of 147 years, calling Taylor's actions a "flagrant and pernicious abuse of
power."
After the sentencing, Acting Assistant Attorney General Matthew Friedrich said in a statement: "The
lengthy prison term handed down today justly reflects the horror and torture that Taylor Jr. visited upon
his victims. This case was made in no small part by the courage of individual victims who had the mettle
to come forward and speak the truth about what had been done to them."
Five victims testified during the five-week trial against Taylor, whose father, once one of Africa's most
feared warlords, is on trial before a U.N. tribunal in The Hague for war crimes during the civil war in
Liberia's neighbor, Sierra Leone.
The younger Taylor, 31, is a U.S. citizen who was born in Boston as Charles Emmanuel. He moved in his
teens to Liberia, where he was known as "Chuckie" and headed the "Demon Forces," a paramilitary unit
that protected his father during the elder Taylor's presidency.
Prosecutors said that between 1999 and 2003, Taylor and his forces tortured captives who opposed his
father's rule by burning them with cigarettes, dripping molten wax or plastic on them, confining them
naked in pits covered with iron bars and shoveling stinging ants on them.
Taylor stopped a group of suspected rebels near a checkpoint, picked out three of them and "summarily
shot them in front of others in the group," the charges said.
He also ordered his soldiers to behead one captive. They held the victim's head over a bucket and slit his
throat from back to front after he begged for his life, the charges said.
Taylor was the first person charged under a 1994 extraterritorial torture statute, which allows prosecutors
to charge a U.S. citizen or someone present in the United States with acts of torture or conspiracy to
torture outside the country.
Taylor was arrested at Miami International Airport on a passport violation in March 2006, the day after
his father surrendered for trial to the Special Court for Sierra Leone. (Reporting by Jane Sutton)
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Report from The Hague
Thursday, 8 January 2009
News Story on resumption of Charles Taylor’s trial
The war crimes trial of Former Liberian President, Charles Taylor is expected to resume on Monday
January 12 at the Special Court for Sierra Leone sitting in The Hague.
The trial of the Former Liberian Leader formally started on January 7, 2008, after several hitches
including the dismissal of his first Defense Lawyer, and the recruitment of a new Defense Team.
The trial of Mr. Taylor who is charged with War crimes and crimes against Humanity adjourned on
December 11, 2008, for the Christmas and New Year Holidays.
The resumption would see the continuation of prosecution witnesses testifying against the Former
Liberian President.
The prosecution of the Special Court for Sierra Leone has already produced 84 witnesses against Mr.
Taylor.
The witnesses testifying against the Indicted Former Liberian Leader are categorized as Insider, Linkage,
Crime Base and Expert.
According to the Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Stephen Rapp, the prosecution has
seven more witnesses to put on the stand.
Mr. Taylor is accused of supporting the Sierra Leonean Rebel Group, Revolutionary United Front, RUF
who allegedly amputated, raped and killed thousands of their country men.
Several Liberians and Sierra Leoneans have already testified that Mr. Taylor sponsored the rebel group
with fighters, money, arms, ammunition and food in exchange for diamonds.
The Legal Team Defending the Former Liberian President has persistently denied that their client had any
link with the atrocities committed in Sierra Leone.
Mr. Taylor is the first African Head of State to be put on trial for war crimes and crimes against humanity
which include sexual slavery and recruitment of child soldiers.
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[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Controversy brews over President Sirleaf's appearance at TRC
(The Analyst, Heritage, Public Agenda, New Democrat)

•

There has been exchange of communications between the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission and the Justice Ministry regarding the appearance of the President before the
TRC.

•

Reports say Justice Minister Philip Banks has warned President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf against
open testimony at the truth commission, arguing that it is against the spirit of the
Constitution which among others protects the President from any lawsuit or proceedings,
judicial or otherwise.

•

But reacting, the TRC said Minister Banks’ advice has no legal or political foundations, saying
the Constitution does not grant immunity to any President for acts committed prior to his/her
ascendancy.

•

President Sirleaf recently announced that as soon the TRC meets her conditions she would
face the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

Eight Suspected Armed Robbers Arrested

(The Inquirer, The News, National Chronicle, The Analyst, Heritage, Public Agenda, New Democrat)

•

The Liberian National Police says it has arrested eight suspected armed robbers in Monrovia.

•

Speaking at a news conference in Monrovia, Police Inspector General, Munah Browne said the
men were picked up from various communities on Wednesday night.

•

According to Colonel Browne, the men were moving in groups and posing as vigilantes.

•

She said the Police will not allow the operation of vigilantes but registered community watch
teams.

•

Inspector Browne said one of the suspected robbers was shot and wounded while attempting
to escape arrest.

Signing of Death Penalty Law Has Not Deterred Armed Criminals - Amnesty InternationalLiberia Says
(New Democrat)

•

Amnesty International Liberia office says the signing into law of a death penalty for armed
robbery has made no difference to the crime.

•

The international human rights group said since the introduction of the death penalty, the
issue of armed robbery continues to be on the increase.

•

Amnesty observed that if the death penalty was of necessity, there should have been a
drastic reduction in the commission of the crime. Contrary to this argument, most people still
believe the armed robbery law is necessary to curtail armed crimes.
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•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf in July last year signed into law the armed robbery, hijacking
and terrorism bill which calls for death penalty or life imprisonment without parole whenever
death occurs in the commission of the crime of armed robbery.

Chuckie Taylor to Be Sentenced Today
(The Analyst)

•

Chuckie Taylor, son of the former Liberian President Charles Taylor, will today be sentenced
in the first case in the United States of a person charged and convicted for torture committed
abroad. Chuckie was convicted last October for torture committed while he headed the
“notorious” Anti-Terrorist Unit (ATU) between 1997 and 2003.

•

The charges included executions; beatings; burning victims with cigarettes, molten plastic,
wax, an iron, and scalding water; mutilating victims’ genitals and other body parts; and
shocking victims with an electrical device.

•

Elise Keppler, senior counsel with the International Justice Program at Human Rights Watch
said Chuckie Taylor’s prosecution for torture committed in Liberia is an important step in
ensuring the United States is not a safe haven for human rights abusers,. “The case also has
great significance for victims in Liberia,” she said.

National Association of Trial Judges Wants Colleague Re-instated
(Public Agenda)

•

The National Association of Trial Judges of Liberia has urged President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf to
allow the due process as provided for by law to take its course of action as it regards her
recent decision to remove the Judge of the Traffic Court, James Kumeh.

•

President Sirleaf recently removed Judge Kumah due to what she called “several complaints”
against him. But the association through its President, Judge Yussif Kaba called on her to let
the law take its course by referring the complaints against the Judge to the Judiciary
Commission which has the exclusive power and authority to investigate such matters.

Auditor General Morlu Meets His U.S. Counterpart
(Heritage, The News, Public Agenda)

•

In the wake of recently-released audits of several government institutions, the Auditor
General of Liberia John S. Morlu was on Wednesday a guest of General Accountability Office
(GAO), the Supreme Audit Institution in the United States. Morlu held discussions with Gene
L. Dodaro, Comptroller General of the GAO covering a wide range of issues.

•

During discussions, the two sides agreed to have a common interest of protecting taxpayers'
monies from fraud, waste and abuse. General Accountability Office (GAO). Dodaro became
Acting Comptroller General of the United States on March 13, 2008, succeeding David M.
Walker, who appointed him upon resigning.

•

Mr. Dodaro will serve in this position until the President nominates and the Senate confirms a
successor from a list of candidates proposed by the Congress.

Radio Summary
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Police Arrest Eight Suspected Armed Robbers
(Also reported on Star Radio, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

9

TRC, Justice Ministry Embroiled in Exchanges over President Sirleaf's Appearance at Truth
Commission
(Also reported on Star Radio, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)
Government Terminates Services of Volunteer Teachers
•

The Government of Liberia has announced an end to the services of volunteer teachers in the
country.

•

Education Minister Dr. Joseph Korto said those affected can however apply and if they meet
the requirements will be absorbed in the educational system.

•

Dr. Korto said the Ministry is reactivating the teachers training institutions in the country to
enable teachers provide quality education in Liberia.

•

Meanwhile, the Minister said Peace Corps volunteers in the country have been assigned to the
various teachers training institutions, clarifying reports that the volunteers were to be
assigned to primary and other schools across the country.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 9:00 am)

International Rights Group renews protest against armed robbery bill
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Truth F.M. (News monitored today at 10:00 am)

Chinese Roads Rehabilitation Team Threatens to Pull Out
•

The Chinese Company rehabilitating roads in and around Monrovia has threatened to pull out
of the country due to a number of attacks on its personnel.

•

Speaking at a news conference Thursday in Monrovia, Information Minister Dr. Laurence
Bropleh said the decision by the company follows the obstruction of its operations by some
citizens.

•

Dr. Bropleh said the citizens were in the habit of insulting and physically attacking workers of
China Henan Company (CHICO) while carrying out their duties.

*****
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Newspaper Summary

Email Scandal Probe Committee Submits Report
(Daily Observer, The News, New Vision, The Inquirer, Liberian Express, The Monitor, National Chronicle, The
Informer, The Analyst, Heritage, New Democrat)

•
•
•
•

The Commission set up Sirleaf to investigate an alleged email scandal linking the Presidency
to corruption has submitted its report.
Making the presentation on Wednesday, the head of the Commission, Professor Elwood Dunn,
said the Commission had completed its work and was pleased to submit its findings President
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.
The 32-page report contains an Executive Summary, findings and recommendations.
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf assured that the report will be reviewed and appropriate
actions taken in keeping with the recommendations of the Commission.

Students’ demonstration turns violent at State-owned University
(Daily Observer, The News, New Vision, The Inquirer, Liberian Express, The Monitor, National Chronicle, The
Informer, The Analyst, Heritage, New Democrat)

•
•
•
•
•

A group of students at the state-owned University of Liberia Wednesday disrupted normal
academic activities on the campus.
In an interview, the students said the protest was in reaction to the administration alleged
refusal to allow them to complete their registration process.
During the protest action the students blocked the main entrance to the campus and shut
down the university’s powerhouse.
The UL student leadership blamed the administration for Wednesday’s violent demonstration
but the authorities say the action by the students was a violation of the school’s charter.
Meanwhile, the joint faculty senate council of the University yesterday held an emergency
meeting and resolved that the students return to classes and submit a petition to the body for
action.

Executive to take charge of County Development Funds - President Sirleaf says
(The News, New Vision, The Inquirer, Liberian Express, The Monitor, National Chronicle, The Informer, The
Analyst, Heritage,)

•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has announced that the Executive Branch of Government will
take full responsibility of the administration of the county development funds, in keeping with
its constitutional mandate.
Speaking in Rivercess early this week during a Town Hall meeting, the President said
although the exercise surrounding the allocation of the funds was a collaborative one, the
process has been derailed by problems.
The decision by the President to exercise Executive oversight of the administration of County
Development funds comes amid increasing reports of financial mismanagement and concerns
raised by citizens of Rivercess.

Controversy over Police Insurance

(New Democrat)

11

•

Some police officers are complaining that their salaries are being deducted for insurance
premium payments without their dependents benefiting from the scheme. The New Democrat
newspaper said in interviews, the dissatisfied officers said since the introduction of the
insurance policy entered into between the Liberia National Police and the Medican Insurance
Company, their children are yet to be placed on the list as beneficiaries amidst continuous
monthly cut thus forcing them to use their minimum income for medication. Police authorities
however said the process is ongoing despite the slow pace, blaming the failure of some
officers to submit the names and photographs of their dependants.

President Sirleaf Dedicates Weasayan Primary School
(Daily Observer, The News, The Monitor)

•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf braved all odds on Monday when she led her entourage into
the remote Weasayan Community in Rivercess County to dedicate the Weasayan Primary
School. Speaking at the dedication ceremony, President Sirleaf thanked the community for
the support and cooperation rendered the Liberia Agency for Community Empowerment
(LACE) and the contractors during the construction of the school. During the visit the
Rivercess administration building as well as City Hall was also dedicated.

Radio Summary
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Classes resume after violent student demonstration at Liberia’s premier university
(Also reported on Star Radio, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)
Commission set up to Probe E-mail Scandal Submit Report
(Also reported on Star Radio, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)
Executive Poised to Take Over Administration of County Development Funds
President Sirleaf in Paris for "New World, New Capitalism Conference"
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is in Paris, France to attend the “New World, New Capitalism
Conference”.
• The two-day symposium, sponsored by French President Nicholas Sarkozy and former British
Prime Minister Tony Blair, will feature the global financial crisis and solutions to the crisis.
• An Executive Mansion release said the conference is a follow-up to last year’s Summit held in
Washington, D.C. to discuss the global financial crisis.
• The President is expected to provide an African perspective on the crisis and the way forward.
(Also reported on Star Radio, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Star Radio (News monitored today at 9:00 am)

Coalition of Political Party Youths Want County Development Funds Halted
• The coalition of political party youths has pleaded with the President to halt the disbursement
of the county development funds.
• The Chairman of the group, Daniel Fassah said the process should be halted until proper
mechanisms are put in place.
• Last month, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf says there was the need to rethink the
management of the County Development Funds.
• The President said the current management is causing serious problems undermining the
essence for which the funds were budgeted.
• The County Development Funds are being managed by county officials in collaboration with
the Legislature but of late there have been claims and counter-claims of corruption from
across the country over how the funds are expended.
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)
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Voice of America
Monday, 12 January 2009

Liberia's Truth Commission Says President Must Testify Despite Legal Advice from Justice Minister

By James Butty
Washington, DC
The Liberian Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) said President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
will have to testify before it. The Commission was set up to investigate the root causes of the
Liberian civil war and the subsequent human rights violations and corruption and economic crimes
that might have been committed between 1979 and 2003.
It has been alleged by some who testified before the Commission that President Sirleaf, before she
was elected president, played a role in the conduct of Charles Taylor’s war efforts. Last month, the
president did not show up to testify before the commission as she had promised.
But Justice Minister Phillip Banks has written a legal opinion to President Sirleaf advising her not
to testify on constitutional grounds.
John Stewart, a member of the Truth Commission told VOA the commission has made clear to
Justice Minister Banks that the President Sirleaf must testify.
“He does cite constitutional provisions, but those constitutional provisions are irrelevant in the
case on hand because those constitutional provisions he’s citing, Article 61of the Constitution
talked about the incumbency of the president. But we are talking about a period of review that
predates the ascendancy of President Sirleaf to the office of the president of the Republic of
Liberia,” he said.
In his legal opinion to President Sirleaf, dated September 2, 2008, Justice Minister Banks cited
Article 61 of the Liberian Constitution as a reason for which the president should not testify before
the commission.
The Article states that “The President shall be immune from any suits, actions or proceedings,
judicial or otherwise, and from arrest, detention or other actions on account of any act done by him
while president of Liberia pursuant to any provision of this Constitution or any other laws of the
Republic.”
In its response, the TRC told the justice minister, “We refute the substance of your
communication, reject its premise, rationale and conclusion and all its legal, moral or political
foundations. Your opinion, stretching the limits of Article 61 of the Constitution of Liberia to
include the LTRC, a non-judicial, truth-seeking, reconciliation and peace building institution,
advising the exclusion of the President of Liberia’s testimony from the LTRC process on matters
unrelated to her presidency from 1979 to 2003, is, in the least, disappointing and appears
analogous to and indistinguishable from dishonesty,” the Truth Commission said.
Stewart said the Commission also told the justice minister that President Sirleaf had earlier
publically volunteered to testify before the commission, and that the President has again said she
would testify before the commission.
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“We said to him that President Sirleaf has not only on several occasions publically pledged her
commitment of support to the Truth Commission but also her commitment to appear before the
commission and testify. And even in the face his advisory opinion, the president did write a letter
saying she would appear anyhow, meaning that she of course will not give heed to his persuasion.
She was a player in the political life of this country, and we believe that she must appear to
testify,” Stewart said.
Last month, President Sirleaf did not show up to testify before the commission as she had
promised she would.
Stewart said this time around the Commission would determine when and how the President can
appear to testify.
“What we have said is that we have extended our public hearings up to February in order to
accommodate those who have not yet testified and who need to testify. Additionally, there is cut
off period, and the President is fully aware that there is a cut off period, and any time between now
and that cut off period she can select and we would be pleased to have her,” Stewart said.
In his legal advisory, Justice Minister Banks told President Sirleaf that some members of the Truth
Commission would use her appearance before the commission to ridicule her and the office of the
presidency.
Stewart said members of the commission were disappointed by the justice minister’s comments.
“I personally and my colleagues feel that the justice minister has made some allegations in his
advisory opinion to the President, some of them are very serious, and we asked him to substantiate
those allegations and the decent to do is to apologize,” Stewart said.
He said the justice minister’s comments reminded members of the commission of Liberia’s past
during which individuals shielded the President from the public good with ill-conceived advice,
illegal opinions that place the President above the law.
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Voice of America
Friday, 9 January 2009
Indicted Rwanda Diplomat Returns to France to Face Charges
By Peter Clottey
Washington, D.C
The Rwandan diplomat accused of being complicit in the death of assassinated President Juvenal
Habyarimana is expected to arrive France today (Friday) to appear in court. Rose Kabuye, a close ally of
President Paul Kagame, was arrested in November in Germany after a French judge issued an
international arrest warrant for her alleged role in the death of Rwanda's former president. Kabuye was
later freed on bail by a French judge and allowed to return to Rwanda for Christmas. She is charged with
involvement in the shooting down of the plane carrying Mr. Habyarimana's plane in April 1994. The
death of the former president is widely believed to have triggered Rwanda's genocide, which led to the
killing of 800-thousand people in 100 days. Rwanda's justice minister Tharcisse Karugarama tells reporter
Peter Clottey that Kigali is confident of Kabuye's innocence.
"Indeed, Rose Kabuye is returning to France today. But that is not in accordance with the agreement that
we had with France. Rather, it is in accordance with the terms of the bail that was granted to her. It is the
terms of the court decision that was made authorizing her to make a trip to Kigali and be back to France
on the 10^th . And secondly, I wanted to say that those terms that were set are exactly in line with due
process, and so far, her rights have been respected," Karugarama pointed out.
He said there was no need for the French judge to have issued an international arrest warrant against Rose
Kabuye and some of her colleagues who are also being accused of complicity in the former president's
assassination.
"We have always argued and still argue that there was no reason in the first place at all to issue any
indictment because she would have voluntarily and freely moved to France if anybody has questions for
her. In the first place, there was no need at all for a warrant or arrest or an indictment and for this so-called
international arrest warrant. They should not have issued it in the first place because you can only issue a
warrant of arrest for somebody who has refused to cooperate with the judicial authority," he said.
Karugarama said he is hopeful the Rwandan diplomat would get a fair trial.
"Honestly, I would wish to believe that the judiciary would do its job. I also wish to believe that she
would definitely win the case because there is no case against her. I want to believe that those political
manipulations would be shown with what they were worth. And that the judges would see through it and
that they will call a bluff a bluff, and that she would come home clean, innocent as she has always been.
And that is the case of all the other people that have been indicted," Karugarama noted.
He said there seems to be no empirical proof of Kabuye's alleged guilt in the assassination of the former
president.
"There is nothing and no shred of evidence whatsoever. So we believe she would be clean, home and dry,"
he said.
Karugarama described the charges leveled against Rose Kabuye as a classic case of political
manipulation.
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"I read the report of judge (Jean-Louis) Bruguiere. When you read it, it is empty of substance. As a trained
lawyer, if I read something that is having no substance, if I read gossip, if I read the spirit of judge
Bruguiere, I call it for what it is worth, an empty accusation. So it can only political manipulation on the
part of the judge and those who were behind his decision," Karugarama pointed out.
He said the diplomatic relationship between Kigali and Paris is improving.
"I would say that today the relationship is better than yesterday, and that it would be good for international
diplomacy and politics to foster such relations. I think that there is nobody that benefits from conflicts,
except bad guys. We would wish to believe that we are the good guys and that there are good guys in
France, and that the good guys in the two countries would work hard for the harmonization of relations.
There is nobody that really benefits from strained relations, and so we would hope that time and history
would put things straight," he said.
Meanwhile, French Judge Bruguiere, who issued Rose Kabuye's arrest warrant, was probing the April 6,
1994, shoot-down over Kigali of a plane carrying Rwandan President Habyarimana, along with Burundi's
former leader Cyprien Ntaryamira, both ethnic Hutus, and a French crew. The judge also said President
Paula Kagame, a Tutsi and then a rebel leader, should be tried for possibly ordering the downing of the
plane. Kagame has always denied any involvement in the attack on the plane.
As a head of state, Kagame enjoys immunity. But on Wednesday, the judge signed international arrest
warrants for nine of the president's close associates, accusing them of murder and conspiracy in the
incident. Kagame reacted furiously, calling the claims "rubbish," accusing France of "bullyish" behavior,
and repeating allegations that France was complicit in the genocide by backing the radical Hutus blamed
for most of the killings.
Rwanda severed diplomatic ties with Paris in 2006 after a French anti-terrorism judge issued arrest
warrants for Kabuye and other Rwandan government officials alleged to have been complicit in the
shooting down of the plane and its prelude to the one-hundred-day massacre. Kigali also accused France
of showing gross disrespect and disdain to African countries over the international arrest warrants.
Following the arrest of Kabuye, Kigali sharply condemned both Germany and France, saying she was on
official government business when detained and therefore should have enjoyed diplomatic immunity.
Rwanda in retaliation expelled Germany's ambassador and recalled its envoy from Berlin.

