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Cotton Tree News
Thursday, 26 February 2009
Special Court finds the three RUF
accused guilty.
Written by Ndeamoh Mansaray
Thursday, 26 February 2009

Trial Chamber One of the Special Court for Sierra
Leone has found the three former RUF fighters guilty for war crimes and crimes against humanity
committed during the country’s civil war. The Chamber found the first and the second accused
persons, Issa Sesay and Morris Kallon, guilty of sixteen out of eighteen counts respectively.The third
accused, Augustine Gbao was found guilty of fourteen out of eighteen counts. Reading the summary
of the Chamber’s findings, Justice Pierre Boutet said they found that the RUF committed a number of
crimes in different part of the country. He said the crimes included conscripting and enlisting of
persons under the age of fifteen, murder, and enslavement. The chamber of three judges said they
did not find those former RUF fighters responsible for crimes committed in Freetown between the
sixth of January 1997 and the twenty-eighth of February 1999. The accused sat quietly and
appeared sad as judgment was given. Issa Sesay and Morris Kallon were smartly dressed. Augustine
Gbao wore a white T-shirt. Sentencing is expected to be given by the chamber in a month’s time.
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Concord Times
Friday, 27 February 2009
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Independent Observer
Friday, 27 February 2009
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Time
Thursday, 26 February 2009
Guilty: Justice in Sierra Leone At Last
By Alex Perry
Remember Blood
Diamond? Remember
how all the bad guys
died? In reality, most
of them not only
survived, they went
free. As Sierra
Leone's civil war
wound down in 2002
after 11 years of
fighting marked by
some of the most
brutal human rights
abuses in history,
much of it fueled by
competition over the
country's diamond
fields, the leaders of the Revolutionary United Front and other militias, as well as their sponsor, Liberian
President Charles Taylor, negotiated themselves an amnesty.
Days before the conflict finished, though, the government of then President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah asked
the United Nations to help it set up a process to bring the worst offenders to justice. Out of that plea was
formed the Special Court for Sierra Leone, a first of its kind: a collaboration between international and
national justice and, unlike similar courts set up after wars in Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia, one
established on the soil where the crimes took place. (See pictures of the fallout in the Congo by James
Nachtwey.)
On Wednesday, the court convicted two surviving RUF leaders, Issa Hassan Sesay and Morris Kallon of
16 out of 18 counts of war crimes, and a third commander, Augustine Gbao, of 14 counts. The charges
included "acts of terrorism" against the civilian population, the use of forced marriage and, for Sesay and
Kallon, the use of child soldiers.
Leaders of other militias have already been convicted. The Court's last case is the trial of Taylor, who
initially fled to Nigeria under his amnesty agreement but is now being held in The Hague. Taylor's trial
was moved there for security reasons. After Wednesday's judgment, the Prosecutor of the Special Court
for Sierra Leone, Stephen Rapp, spoke to TIME's Africa bureau chief Alex Perry by phone from the
court's offices in Freetown.
TIME: I imagine you're pleased.
Rapp: Very, very pleased. It's a historic judgment.
What does it mean for Sierra Leone?
This country suffered enormously during this conflict. Some of the most heinous and brutal acts in the
history of human warfare were committed here. Tens of thousands were murdered. Tens to hundreds of
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thousands of women were raped or turned into bush wives and sex slaves. There was this incredibly
bestial practice of cutting off limbs, chopping arms and hands. Children were made to commit acts that
adults could not commit. It was a campaign of terror. And this was not a war fought as we think of it, but
one exclusively targeted at civilians. (See pictures of African diamonds.)
These convictions means that suffering is recognized. The leaders have been held criminally responsible.
It's very important to the victims. Of course, they need more, they need reparations. But I know this is
important. They have told me it is extremely important.
What of the age-old debate between justice and peace: that justice can get in the way of peace, but
that lasting peace demands justice? At the outset of the Court's work, there were many who argued
that by ripping up the amnesties granted to the militias, the Court would plunge Sierra Leone back
into war.
The whole experience of the Court indicates how important it is to have justice if you are going to have
peace. It has confirmed that. There were those amnesties, granted just days after those leaders had
committed some unspeakable atrocities. They did not work. The militias refused to disarm and
demobilize. They attacked peacekeepers who were sent to disarm them. It just didn't work. Some may
have viewed that as peace — with these militias still armed, still committing any crimes they liked — but
it was not.
That's why the President asked us to establish a court. And what happened was kind of a grand
experiment. We're different from what happened in Rwanda or [the former] Yugoslavia. We are in
country. We are a partnership between the country and the U.N. Except for Taylor, all the trials are being
held at the scene of the crime. The judges and the court staff are mixed between international and Sierra
Leonean. And we keep people informed of what's going on. Surveys show 90% of the country is aware of
what's happening at the court.
See TIME's Pictures of the Week.
Has the experiment worked?
I guess [the] proof of the pudding is that the country held an election in August and September 2007
where not only was the opposition not expected to get in, they were allowed to get in. That's pretty
positive. What the court has done is reinforce the peace and restore the rule of law to allow events like
that to happen. Of course, profound challenges remain. Sierra Leone is one of the world's least developed
nations. Infant mortality is the worst in the world. Infrastructure is terrible. And a court can only deliver
so much. Some people ask whether the money spent on the court wouldn't be better spent on development.
But at the end of the day, it's restoring law and order that makes development possible.
What are the wider implications of today's judgment?
It sends the message to heads of state around the world that impunity has ended. The biggest example of
that is Charles Taylor on trial in The Hague. Taylor was a chief of state and a big power in West Africa.
When he was indicted in 2003, he was allowed to go into exile. That was the solution of choice in the
past, for leaders like Idi Amin [the Ugandan dictator who found exile in Saudi Arabia].
But because of what had happened with the tribunals over Rwanda and Yugoslavia, that was no longer
possible. The world had changed. Now we knew that it we could put these people on trial and do it fairly.
And all over the world, people expected the same action to be taken against their leaders. And we had to
do it. You know, when we indicted Taylor, we had no idea of how we were going to get him arrested.
Now, since he has been arrested, and despite an amnesty, when you are indicted, you know that day, that
arrest will come. It's not a question of if but when. The symbolism of it is immense.
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There are also some specific lessons from our experience. In many of the situations where you need to
bring leaders to account, [you can apply the Sierra Leonean model of] a hybridized court, where you
obtain local and international support to bring people to justice and call their bluff. The International
Criminal Court is often told: 'You are just prosecuting cases in Africa. You are biased against Africa.' The
answer, I think, is a hybrid model able to deliver the kind of cooperation that an international court, sitting
outside the region with an exclusively U.N. staff, cannot do.
I understand the court's work is in danger, however. You're running out of money.
From the beginning, the decision was taken to have the court funded by voluntary contributions. That
makes it very challenging. Countries make their decisions on whether to fund it annually. There are other
priorities, particularly in the current climate, and getting that funding is very difficult. Some days we have
been down to our last $6,000. We have had some very hungry days. When I look at our pledges today, we
can get to June or July, maybe August, but I just don't know after that, and I don't know where we will get
the money. It's a real challenge. But I'm hopeful. It's the most important case in the world.
Why?
It's the trial of a chief of state. A strongman accused of committing horrific crimes, and not even in his
own country, but one next door. It's being held at the crossroads of international justice in The Hague.
And we're showing that we can do it in a fair and transparent manner. That sends a signal to every chief of
state in the world. This is not some guy down the pecking order. We were not able to finish with
Milosevic [who died mid-trial]. This is international justice on trial. And we are working very hard to
ensure it acquits itself.
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IRIN
Thursday, 26 February 2009
SIERRA LEONE: “Forced marriage” conviction a first
FREETOWN, 26 February 2009 (IRIN) - The Special
Court for Sierra Leone on 25 February convicted three
former leaders of the Revolutionary United Front
(RUF), marking the first time a court has convicted on
the charge of “forced marriage”.

Photo: Special Court/IRIN
RUF interim leader Issa Hassan
Sesay was charged for war crimes
by the Special Court on 25 February
2009

After a four-year trial, the tribunal found former RUF
interim leader Issa Hassan Sesay and RUF
commander Morris Kallon guilty on 16 of 18 counts of
war crimes and crimes against humanity, and former
RUF chief of security Augustine Gbao on 14 counts.
All three men were convicted of forcing marriage on
women. The court also set a precedent by charging all
three for war crimes for targeting humanitarian and
peacekeepers in direct attacks.

The prosecution argued that forced marriage should be considered a crime against
humanity distinct from other forms of sexual violence such as sexual slavery because of
the length of the association and its domestic nature.
“Our position is that sexual slavery is a horrendous crime,” lead prosecutor Stephen
Rapp told journalists after the verdicts. “Victims would be held for days or weeks and
forced into sex acts. Forced marriage is all of that plus essentially being consorts to the
rebels.”
The result, he said, is stigma, with the women seen as responsible for the crimes of
their “husbands”.
Rapp said the decisions marked a legal turning point. “We have essentially filled a gap
in international humanitarian law. The decision will become a precedent for other cases
in the International Criminal Court, and possibly act as a deterrent in future conflicts.”
Child soldiers
Kallon and Sesay were found guilty of the deliberate and widespread conscription of
child soldiers as young as eight years old; rebels used children in a number of ways,
including: to support soldiers in a campaign of systematic amputation and mutilation,
to spy, perform domestic labour, take part in armed patrols, or serve as bodyguards for
RUF commanders.
Gbao was acquitted on this charge. “I think it’s likely that we will be appealing the
majority if not all of the guilty verdicts,” John Cammegh, lead counsel for Gbao, told
journalists.
Sentences are expected in March 2009, followed by an appeals process, which will mark
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the end of the Court’s work in Freetown. The Special Court’s trial of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor – accused of war crimes and crimes against humanity in Sierra
Leone’s war – is ongoing at The Hague.
The Special Court was established jointly by the United Nations and the Government of
Sierra Leone to try those deemed most responsible for atrocities committed during the
11-year civil war that killed up to 50,000 people.
Muted reaction
Local reaction to the verdict was muted. In the capital Freetown people went about
their daily business, selling goods along bustling downtown streets, largely oblivious.
Unisa Sesay, in his 20s, who during the war was caught in an ambush at Tombo just
outside of Freetown, doubted the court’s impact on Sierra Leoneans’ daily lives.
“Jailing them will not bring back lives and property. Look at all of us. We are in the
street. We have no jobs. And they are spending money on the Special Court?”
Patrick Fatoma, outreach coordinator for the Special Court, is familiar with such
reactions.
“That’s not going to end,” he told IRIN. “This is a very poor country, and if people hear
about money being spent by the court, even if you’re spending [it] for a good cause,
they will think you should spend it on people for food.”
Fatoma tries to explain to people like Sesay that the money used to run the Special
Court has been donated specifically for that purpose. “If it is not used for the court,
they [the donor countries] take their money back.”
The Special Court received support from over 40 states, with Canada, the Netherlands,
Nigeria, the United Kingdom and the United States providing the majority of the funds.
Fatoma said perceptions have shifted slightly. “The question [people] ask us now in our
outreach events is not, ‘Why are you spending so much money on the Special Court
and not giving it to the amputees and war victims?’ The question is now, ‘Why are you
not trying more people?’”
Some Sierra Leoneans told IRIN that with the RUF verdict they felt they could finally
move on. “I like the Special Court,” said Alpha Tommy Conteh, whose wife was killed
by a stray bullet in a January 1999 rebel attack on Freetown. “It is necessary. If you
don’t [have a] Special Court to bring punishment, other men will just bring war again.”
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UN News
Thursday, 26 February 2009
Sierra Leone: UN-Backed Court Convicts Three Rebel Leaders for War Crimes
Three men who led a rebel movement during the most brutal phase of Sierra Leone's
decade-long civil war have been found guilty of war crimes and crimes against
humanity by a United Nations-backed court in the capital, Freetown.
The Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) found the former leaders of the
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) guilty of charges relating to forced marriage, attacks
against peacekeepers and use of child soldiers, according to a news release issued by
the Court.
Former RUF Interim Leader Issa Hassan Sesay and RUF commander Morris Kallon were
each found guilty on 16 of the 18 counts in the indictment, which included the child
recruitment charges.
Former RUF Chief of Security Augustine Gbao was found guilty on 14 counts.
All three were found guilty of specific war crimes relating to attacks on peacekeepers,
the first time ever such charges have been successfully pressed, and on the forced
marriage charges.
They will face sentencing in the coming weeks.
The Special Court, established in January 2002 by an agreement between the Sierra
Leonean Government and the UN, is mandated to try "those who bear greatest
responsibility" for war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in the country
after 30 November 1996, when fighting was marked by murder, mutilation, rape and
sexual slavery.
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Christian Science Monitor
Thursday, 26 February 2009
Sierra Leone verdict warns world's warlords
Rebel leaders Issa Sesay, Morris Kallon, and Augustine Gbao were found guilty Wednesday on more than
a dozen counts each of crimes against humanity.
By Scott Baldauf | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor
Reporter Scott Baldauf talks with Pat Murphy of CSMonitor.com about the repercussions of a guilty
verdict against three Sierra Leone rebel leaders for crimes against humanity.
JOHANNESBURG, South Africa - Found guilty of crimes against humanity in Sierra Leone's civil war,
three rebel commanders will soon begin serving time for ordering the systematic mutilation of civilians,
forced marriage of captured women, and the recruitment of child soldiers.
But the ripples of the international tribunal's decision on Wednesday in Freetown, Sierra Leone – finding
rebel leaders Issa Sesay, Morris Kallon, and Augustine Gbao guilty on more than a dozen counts each of
crimes against humanity – are already reaching around the continent and the world. Coming just a week
before the expected arrest warrant for Sudan's president, Omar al-Bashir, and in the middle of the ongoing
trial of former Liberian dictator Charles Taylor, this trial sets a very tough tone about the consequences of
cruelty in wartime.
"The Sierra Leone decision is another notch on the slowly tightening belt of international accountability,"
says John Prendergast of the Enough Project, a Washington-based rights group. "This is a good day for
potential future victims of crimes against humanity everywhere, as it takes the world a little further down
the track of deterring future crimes."
Made famous by the movie "Blood Diamond," the civil war in Sierra Leone was a precursor to many wars
of the current decade – most notably the Democratic Republic of Congo – where warlords and their illtrained armies carry out horrific attacks on civilian populations. Nearly 500,000 people were either killed
or mutilated between 1991 and 2002.
In Sierra Leone, rebel units often asked civilians if they wanted a "long sleeve" or a "short sleeve," and
then chopped off a hand for the former answer, and the entire forearm for the latter answer. What paid for
the mayhem was the global economic boom, and the world's appetite for Africa's natural resources, such
as timber, gold, and diamonds.
Few other nations have witnessed brutality on the scale of the Sierra Leone conflict – made worse by Mr.
Taylor's drive to control Sierra Leone's diamond trade – but experts say that warlords in other conflicts,
such as in Congo, Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe, and some would argue in Iraq, should take note of the
proceedings in Sierra Leone.
"We've seen already that there is a rising expectation for international justice, and the beginnings of
deterrence," says Stephen Rapp chief prosecutor of UN backed court in Sierre Leone, adding that "the
case can be made" that Kenyan leaders pulled back from further violence during last year's ethnic clashes
because they feared international prosecution.
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"[The Sierra Leone verdict] sends a very clear message to warlords, not just in Africa, but all over the
world who are doing this sort of crime," says David Monyae, a professor at Witwatersrand University in
Johannesburg. "It's a good start, but at the same time, the [International Criminal Court] and those that are
pro-ICC need to be very careful in terms of which countries get chosen for prosecution."
The danger, Mr. Monyae adds, is that by choosing weak, mainly African countries such as Sierra Leone,
Congo, and Sudan for war-crimes prosecution, the ICC sends an unintentional signal that countries are not
equal before the law.
"It's like Animal Farm by George Orwell, where some animals are better than others. In the cold war,
[former Congolese dictator Mubutu Sese Seko] ordered torture and extra-judicial killings, but in
Washington, President Reagan said, 'He's our dictator.' Same thing today with Saudi Arabia and Egypt,
which commit extrajudicial killings and nobody says a word. But if 'Mad Bob' [Zimbabwe President
Robert] Mugabe does it, people say, 'send him to The Hague.' It erodes the credibility of the international
court."
In addition, there is a balance between justice and peace, says Monyae, noting that his own country, South
Africa, chose peace in 1994, rather than jailing the country's top apartheid-era leaders for crimes against
humanity, including extrajudicial killings and torture. "You can't just say that Bashir must go, because
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Agence France-Presse (in The Australian)
Friday, 27 February 2009
Rebel leaders convicted
FREETOWN: Sierra Leone's war crimes court convicted three former rebel leaders of crimes against
humanity and war crimes committed during one of the most brutal civil conflicts in modern history.
Issa Sesay, Morris Kallon and Augustine Gbao, from the Revolutionary United Front, a former rebel
group, were convicted for ordering and carrying out a spree of killings, rapes and mutilations during the
decade-long war that ended in 2001.
"Today's judgment ... respects the suffering of the multitude of victims who were mutilated or enslaved,
who were murdered or raped, and who were rendered homeless or destitute," prosecutor Stephen Rapp, of
the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone, said.
Sesay and Kallon were found guilty of 16 of the 18 charges, while Gbao was found guilty of 14. The
charges included murder, rape, sexual enslavement, cruelty, using child soldiers and attacks on UN
soldiers.
By the time the conflict ended, 120,000 people had been killed and tens of thousands mutilated by having
their arms, legs, noses or ears cut off.
Sentences will be decided in separate hearings to be scheduled in the coming weeks, the court said.
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Amnesty International
Wednesday, 25 February 2009
Press Release
The judgment issued today by the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) finding three senior members of
Sierra Leone’s Revolutionary United Front (RUF) guilty of crimes against humanity and war crimes,
including rape and other sexual crimes, is a positive, but still insufficient, step in the fight against
impunity in that country, said Amnesty International.
The verdict by the SCSL Trial Chamber found Issa Hassan Sesay, Morris Kallon, and Augustine Gbao
guilty of crimes against humanity and war crimes committed during the internal armed conflict that took
place in Sierra Leone between 1991 and 2002.
The ruling found that they are criminally responsible for unlawful killings, rape, forced marriage, acts of
terrorism, attacks on peacekeepers, enslavement and other inhuman acts, among other crimes -reinforcing international condemnation of crimes of sexual violence.
“These guilty verdicts send a clear message to the international community in general and to perpetrators
of crimes against Africans in particular: those responsible for crimes under international law will not go
unpunished,” said Christopher Keith Hall, Senior Legal Adviser for Amnesty International.
The organization noted, however, that only a handful of those suspected of bearing the greatest
responsibility in the armed conflict in Sierra Leone have been tried by the Special Court.
Amnesty International said that many others - numbering perhaps in the several hundreds - must be
investigated in Sierra Leone or in any other state willing to exercise universal jurisdiction and, if there is
sufficient admissible evidence, prosecuted in fair trials without the possibility of the death penalty.
By convicting two of the three accused of conscr1pting or enlisting children under the age of 15 years into
armed forces or groups or using them to participate in hostilities, the Trial Chamber confirmed once again
that these acts are serious war crimes and that those responsible must receive penalties that take into
account the grave nature of such crimes.
The Trial Chamber decision also reaffirmed that an amnesty granted to any person responsible for crimes
under international law - as is the case in Sierra Leone and several other African states - is not a bar under
international law to prosecution.
An amnesty provision in the Lomé Accord of 7 July 1999 bars the prosecution of anyone in a Sierra
Leone court for crimes against humanity, war crimes and other crimes under international law. Even if the
amnesty did not apply, however, prosecutions for these crimes would not be possible since Sierra Leone
has not yet defined them as crimes under national law.
“The government of Sierra Leone must set aside the impunity provisions contained in the Lomé Accord
and make all crimes under international law -- including genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes,
torture and enforced disappearances -- criminal under national law. Otherwise, victims will be forced to
file complaints in other states where extraterritorial jurisdiction, including universal jurisdiction, is
permitted,” said Christopher Keith Hall.
Notes to editors:
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To date, the Special Court for Sierra Leone has indicted 13 people under its limited mandate to prosecute
those bearing the greatest responsibility for crimes against humanity, war crimes and other serious
violations of international humanitarian law committed since 30 November 1996.
To date, eight of the 13 have been convicted and sentenced. Two have died, two are still at large and the
trial of former president Charles Taylor continues in The Hague. Charles Taylor faces 11 counts of crimes
against humanity and war crimes committed in Sierra Leone, including unlawful killings, rape and use of
child soldiers. The Special Court for Sierra Leone is currently seeking US$5 million that is needed to
complete the trial.
In February, the Appeals Chamber upheld the original sentences passed in the cases of Armed Forces
Revolutionary Council (AFRC) members Alex Tamba Brima (50 years’ imprisonment), Ibrahim Bazzy
Kamara (45 years’ imprisonment) and Santigie Borbor Kanu (45 years’ imprisonment).
The case against Moinina Fofana and Allieu Kondewa – both members of the Civil Defense Forces
(CDF) -- concluded in May. Doubling their original sentences, the Appeals Chamber sentenced them to
15 and 20 years’ imprisonment respectively.
Although the Statute of the Special Court for Sierra Leone has no provision for reparations, a reparations
process, a key recommendation of Sierra Leone’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, is due to begin
at the end of February. It is expected to compensate 100,000 people, including amputees, war wounded,
victims of sexual violence, war widows and children. Currently, the bulk of the funding is coming from
the UN Peacebuilding Fund, but much more is needed.
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Patriotic Vanguard website
Friday, 27 February 2009
http://www.thepatrioticvanguard.com/article.php3?id_article=3766

Special Court Prosecutor Hails RUF Convictions
- Friday 27 February 2009.

The Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Stephen Rapp, today welcomed the convictions of
three leaders of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF).
RUF leaders Issa Sesay and Morris Kallon were convicted
on 16 counts and Augustine Gbao was convicted on 14
counts of an 18-count Indictment charging them with
atrocities committed during Sierra Leone’s civil war.
“Today’s judgment recognizes the terrible crimes
committed against the innocent people of Sierra Leone,”
said Rapp. “It respects the suffering of the multitude of
victims who were mutilated or enslaved, who were
murdered or raped, and who were rendered homeless or
destitute. It does this in a review of evidence that
concludes that these individual leaders were responsible
for some of most serious crimes known to humankind.”
“Significantly, the judges convicted each of the three of
the war crime of ‘acts of terrorism’ against the civilian population,” said Rapp. “This recognizes that their
targets were not military bases or enemy soldiers but innocent men, women, and children. It means that
these men chose to commit acts so horrible against persons so innocent in order to frighten the population
into submission.”

“The Court also convicted two of these men for the use of child soldiers - the employment of those under
15 in a force where they would be ordered to maim and to murder. Abducted from their families,
brutalized if they resisted, furnished with drugs and guns, they were turned into tools of terror at a horrible
cost to their victims and to themselves,” said Rapp.
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“This Court today for first time in world history convicted each of these individuals of ‘forced marriage’
as a separate “crime against humanity.” In doing so, it recognizes the very deep and long lasting suffering
inflicted upon women through conscription as ‘bush wives’ during the Sierra Leone conflict,” said Rapp.

“Of great significance in the conflict zones of the world, this Court also for the first time in history
convicted individuals of the specific war crime of ‘attack on peacekeepers,’” added Rapp. “This
recognizes that peacekeepers were targeted during the Sierra Leone conflict. It sends a message that may
deter such attacks against the men and women who are protecting individuals, restoring security, and
keeping the peace across the globe.”
The Special Court has now delivered judgements against the Accused in all of its Freetown-based trials,
with all eight Accused persons convicted. The case against former Liberian President, Charles Taylor, is
ongoing in The Hague, where it was moved for security reasons. The Prosecution’s last witness, its 91st,
completed testimony at the end of January 2009.
Following today’s RUF judgement the parties will make submissions on sentencing, which is expected to
be pronounced in March.
The final stage in the case will be the appeals phase. “We will closely examine today’s judgement and
decide whether and on what points to appeal,” said Rapp.
Photos: Stephen Rapp, Sesay, Gbao and Kallon.
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WA Today
Wednesday, 25 February 2009
http://www.watoday.com.au/world/war-crimes-tribunal-low-on-cash-20090225-8hw9.html
War crimes tribunal low on cash
* Xan Rice, Nairobi
* February 25, 2009
FORMER Liberian president Charles Taylor could be set free because the global economic crisis has cut
funding for the court trying him for war crimes.
The special court for Sierra Leone, which is prosecuting those responsible for the worst atrocities during
the country's 1991-2002 civil war, faces a shortfall of more than $US5 million ($A7.7 million) due to cuts
in donations from individual states. The UN-backed court is entirely reliant on voluntary contributions.
"With the economic crisis continuing, to get funds is not easy," chief prosecutor Stephen Rapp said.
If funding ran out, it was possible the judges would have to release Taylor, he said.
Taylor is accused of backing Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front rebels, arming and training them
in return for diamonds. The rebels were notorious for hacking off the limbs of civilians and recruiting
child soldiers.
Although the court is based in Sierra Leone's capital, Freetown, Taylor is being tried in The Hague
because of fears that a trial at home could affect regional stability.
Charged with 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity, Taylor went on trial in 2007.
Mr Rapp said that if Taylor were released by the court, the indictments against him would remain in place.
The court's bill for 2008-10 is $US68.4 million, and it has now turned to the US and Middle East nations
for the $US30 million not yet secured. GUARDIAN
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World War 4 Report
Thursday, 26 February 2009
http://www.ww4report.com/node/6924
Sierra Leone war crimes court convicts three former guerrilla leaders
Submitted by WW4 Report on Thu, 02/26/2009 - 20:19.
The Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) Feb. 25 found three former guerrilla leaders guilty of war
crimes and crimes against humanity for their roles in the country's civil war. Issa Hassan Sesay, Morris
Kallon, and Augustine Gbao are the three highest-ranking surviving Revolutionary United Front (RUF)
leaders, after founder Foday Sankoy died before being tried in 2003. Of 18 charges, Sesay and Kallon
were found guilty of 16 offenses and Gbao was found guilty of 14 offenses.
The SCSL was unable to convict any of the three men of murder or taking hostages, and Gbao was also
found not guilty of conscripting child soldiers or murdering peacekeepers because his alleged actions were
not sufficiently widespread and systematic to rise to the level of war crimes or crimes against humanity.
The SCSL also held that they were not responsible for the January 1999 attack on Freetown which
resulted in over 5,000 deaths. The three are expected to be sentenced within in one month. The SCSL
announced last week that this ruling would be its last.
The Sierra Leone civil war ended in 2002 after eleven years, during which the RUF allegedly killed and
mutilated civilians, forcibly recruited child soldiers, and forced many from their homes as villages were
burned and destroyed. In 2002, the UN and Sierra Leone jointly established the Special Court to try the
leaders believed to be responsible. In October 2007, the SCSL sentenced two former leaders of the Civil
Defense Forces to serve six to eight years for "murder, cruel treatment, pillage, and collective
punishment." In July 2007, three former leaders of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council were
sentenced to 45 years imprisonment on counts of rape, murder, mutilation, pillage, and abducting children
to force them to work as soldiers and diamond laborers. (Jurist, Feb. 26)
Meanwhile, SCSL prosecutor Stephen Rapp told Reuters that lack of court funds due to the global
economic downturn may require the release of former Liberian President Charles Taylor. The SCSL has
charged Taylor with 11 counts of crimes against humanity for his involvement in the Revolutionary
United Front. The SCSL's budget comes entirely from individual donations, and it expects a shortfall of
close to five million dollars. Without sufficient funding, the judges in the case may be forced [Guardian
report] to release Taylor from custody. Should he be set free, the indictments would stand, leaving open
the possibility for further legal action.
Earlier this month, officials had announced that they expected the court to render a verdict by 2010,
despite the SCSL's ongoing financial troubles. After complaints of prejudice in 2007, the SCSL increased
Taylor's defense funding to $100,000 a month. Taylor claims to be indigent, but critics argue that he has
millions of dollars hidden in African banks. (Jurist, Feb. 25)
See our last post on West Africa and Sierra Leone.
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Reuters
Thursday, 26 February 2009
Press Release
Special-Court Convictions in Sierra Leone fail to provide justice for war survivors says CAFOD
Source: Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) - UK
CAFOD
Website: http://www.cafod.org.uk
Reuters and AlertNet are not responsible for the content of this article or for any external internet sites.
The views expressed are the author's alone.
For immediate release:
Special-Court convictions in Sierra Leone fail to provide justice for war survivors says CAFOD
The conviction of three Revolutionary United Front (RUF) leaders by the UN-backed Special Court for
Sierra Leone is not enough to provide real justice for victims of the civil war, CAFOD said today.
Although the court's decision is welcome, there is still an urgent need for greater support for the survivors
of the conflict.
On Wednesday February 25th the Special Court in Freetown found three senior rebel leaders of the RUF
guilty of multiple crimes against humanity. The charges against Issa Sesay, Morris Kallon and Augustine
Gbao included murder, amputation, sexual slavery and enlistment of child soldiers.
Mary Convill, CAFOD's Regional Representative based in Freetown said: "We welcome the decision of
the court as it is vital that those who've committed such crimes face justice. It also sends out a message
beyond Sierra Leone that human rights will be upheld. However, for the legacy of the war to be
transformed into something positive, the level of international investment in the Special Court must be
replicated with the same investment in rebuilding the shattered lives of the orphans, the amputees, the
displaced and the thousands who live with the mental trauma it caused.
"CAFOD in Sierra Leone has a special concern for young people who survived the war but whose
childhood was marred by loss of education, parental support and guidance when families members were
killed or when the children themselves were brutalised or traumatised by the war" Conville said
"The court is 'Special', but detached from the reality of Sierra Leone", Convill added. "If the convicted
leaders are finally sent to jail, it will almost certainly be a prison overseas and ordinary Sierra Leoneans,
their victims, will most likely continue to live in far worse conditions than the guilty prisoners. Survivors
of the conflict will struggle to see that as 'justice'."
The nine year civil war had a devastating impact - tens of thousands died and more than two million
people were made homeless. The rebel groups showed their brutality against communities with rape,
torture, amputations and forced recruitment of children, some as young as eight years old into their ranks.
John Caulker, the director of the Sierra Leonean organisation - Forum of Conscience, supported by
CAFOD- which works on community reconciliation said: "The court's decision is positive, but can only
be part of the process. We must look at the plight of the victims, who are still suffering nearly ten years
on. Three men have been convicted but there are thousands more who have committed atrocities and still
living free out in the villages.
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"For the peace-process to be sustainable, there must be a focus on community reconciliation", Caulker
said. "I'm calling on the Sierra Leonean government and international institutions to back the reparations
programme for victims of the war. People's dignity must be restored if we are able to move on from the
war. The Special Court is failing to address real issues for real people. We need to focus on reconciliation
at a village level, to allow victims and perpetrators to understand what went wrong so we can never again
suffer such a conflict".
For further information or interviews please contact Tim Sowula on:
00 44 020 7095-5561 or 00 44 (0)7920 287 546 or email: tsowula@cafod.org.uk
[ Any views expressed in this article are those of the writer and not of Reuters. ]
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
26 February 2009
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary
UN Envoy Raises alarm over number of young mothers in River Cess County
(Daily Observer)

•

•

•

The Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG), Ellen Margrethe Løj, was
stunned over the rate number of young mothers who were being treated the St. Francis
Hospital in Cestos City during her visit to view maternal and child health, and immunization
programs being facilitated by the World Food Programme (WFP) and UN Children's Fund
(UNICEF).
The SRSG appealed to parents to encourage their young sons and daughters to stay in school
and abstain from early sexual activity. “It really saddens me when I meet a very young girl
who should be in school, with a baby in her arms. She could have the baby a little later in
life,” she stated.
The UN Envoy commended the WFP and UNICEF for supporting the health care system in the
County. WFP’s maternal and child health programs encourages pregnant women to come for
pre- and post- natal treatment, as well as nursing mothers to bring their babies for
immunization, by providing them with dry rations comprising about 1100 calories daily. WFP
also supplies rations for tuberculosis and leprosy programs at the hospital.

Liberian Government to present Security Master Plan in few Weeks
(New Democrat)

•

[sic:] A security “master plan” strategizing Liberia’s security requirements and needs will be
presented to the Government and the national Legislature in the next few weeks. Liberia’s
Minister of Justice Counsellor Philip Banks said in an exclusive interview that the master plan,
when drawn up, will map out security directions the Ministry of Justice(MOJ) is charting for
the country’s future.

Police IG Reports Decrease in Armed Robbery
(The News)

•
•
•

Speaking at UNMIL regularly press briefing on Wednesday, Police Inspector General(IG)
Beatrice Munah Sieh-Browne reported a decrease in incidents of armed robbery which had
reportedly been on the increase in the last couple of weeks.
The Police Inspector General said there were 10 cases of armed robbery between February 710, 2009 and later reduced to nice cases in the week of February 14-20.
She attributed the reduction in armed crimes to several security measures instituted by the
Police and its international partners.

Media Reports Predict Victory for Opposition Candidate in River Gee By-election ahead of
Official results
(The News, The Informer, Heritage)
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•

•

Though unannounced by the National Elections Commission (NEC), Daily Observer, The Inquirer,
and the National Chronicle newspapers declared an outright victory for opposition Liberia Destiny
Party's (LDP) candidate, Nathaniel Williams over his rival Conmany Wesseh of the ruling Unity
Party (UP). Similarly, reports in The News and the Informer newspapers said Williams was in a
slight lead while the Heritage newspaper quoted Wesseh as conceding defeat.
The NEC, the electoral body responsible for conducting elections in Liberia, is due to announce
the official results of the senatorial by-election soon.

JPC Claims Sirleaf Administration is Institutionalizing Corruption
(Heritage, Plain Truth)

•

In its Annual Situation Report for the year 2008, the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission
(JPC) said there are more than compelling reasons to arrive at the conclusion that corruption
in the Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Administration is being institutionalized on a wider scale. The
Report claims that the government is being gradually transformed into a kingdom of vampires
and vultures where public officials doing everything they can to suck every drop of blood from
Liberia.

Liberian Leader Praises Rights Groups for Comments on Bong Mines deal

(The Monitor, Daily Observer, Heritage)

•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has welcomed comments and recommendations by two rights
groups, contained in an in-depth analysis of a recently concluded Mineral Concession
Agreement between the Government of Liberia and the China Union Mining Company.
The President described as refreshing the observations and recommendations by the two
groups, noting that terms of the agreement are a manifestation of Government’s
determination to ensure that Liberia reaps the maximum benefits from its natural resources.

MOF Automates Financial System

(Daily Observer)

•

•

•

A US$3.7 million grant agreement commencing the process of installing and implementing an
Integrated Financial Management Information System (IFMIS) for the Government of Liberia
(GOL) has been signed in Monrovia.
The grant agreement was signed Wednesday between the GOL and the World Bank at the
conference room of the Ministry of Finance (MoF). The World Bank is making available the
money for the system as part of its commitment to assisting Government in its fiscal
management process.
The IFMIS is a budget management and accounting system for the GOL, who has prioritized
its installation as part of its efforts to improve public financial management in the country. It
is expected that there will be limit discretion and improved integrity, accountability and
transparency in the public financial management systems of government through increased
automation.

Radio Summary

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 1:30 pm)

Opposition Candidate Poised to Win River Gee By-election
(Also reported on Star Radio, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)
Unknown Persons Burn Rubber Trees at Firestone Rubber Plantation
•
•
•

A press statement issued by the Firestone Rubber Plantation Company said unknown persons
have set ablaze several rubber trees belonging to the company.
The incident occurred in Division 15 leaving a large portion of the concession area destroyed.
The statement said several young trees were also cut down by the unknown persons.
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Five Major Opposition Parties Discuss Merger Ahead of 2011 Elections
•
•
•

Five major opposition political parties are continuing series of consultative meetings on the
way forward to the 2011 national elections.
The parties are the Congress for Democratic Change (CDC), Liberty Party (LP), National
Patriotic Party (NPP), Liberia Action Party (LAP) and the National Democratic Party.
In an interview, Liberty Party Chairman, Israel Aknisanya said the meetings will pave the way
for a merger.

Star Radio

(News monitored today at 10:00 am)

CNDRA Says 10 of its Employees Caught Defrauding Government
•

The Centre for National Documents and Records and Archives (CNDRA) says 10 of its
employees have dupe government of LD$100,000.
• The Director General of the Centre, Bloh Sayeh said the employees were caught registering
land deeds and other documents in a registry she identified
• The ten employees are currently being investigated by the Justice Ministry.
(Also reported on Star Radio, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)
House of Representatives Halts US$ 2.6 Billion Mineral Agreement Hearings
• The House of Representatives has temporarily halted hearings into the US$2.6 billion mineral
agreement between the Government and China Union.
• The House is requesting some relevant documents from the Executive before reviewing the
mineral development agreement.
• The documents include index of bid materials, initial and additional concession areas and the
proposed fiscal regime of China Union.
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)
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CNN
Thursday, 26 February 2009

Serb ex-president cleared of war crimes
(CNN) -- Former Serbian President Milan Milutinovic was Thursday found not guilty
of war crimes and crimes against humanity in Kosovo by a U.N. tribunal.

Milan Milutinovic had was cleared of war crimes in Kosovo.
Five other former high-ranking Serb officials -- Nikola Sainovic, Dragoljub Ojdanic,
Nebojsa Pavkovic, Vladimir Lazarevic and Sreten Lukic -- were found guilty on all or
some of the same charges.
The judgment was the first by The Hague, Netherlands-based tribunal for crimes by
the former Yugoslav and Serbian forces during a military campaign against Kosovo's
ethnic Albanians in 1999.
Their crimes took place during a Serb-led military campaign against Kosovo's ethnic
Albanian population during the first six months of 1999 before a NATO bombing
campaign forced a halt to the operation.
Sainovic, former Yugoslav deputy prime minister and Pavkovic, a former Yugoslav
army general were each sentenced to 22 years in prison for crimes against
humanity and war crimes.
Lazarevic, another ex-general and Ojdanic, who was chief of general staff, were
each sentenced to 15 years on charges of forced deportation of Kosovo's ethnic
Albanian population.
The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia had heard during the
two year tribunal how military forces of the former Republic of Yugoslavia and
Serbia waged a campaign of terror against Kosovo Albanians.
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The court said Milutinovic didn't have "direct individual control" over the army and
that "in practice" then-Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic "exercised actual
command authority" over the army during the NATO campaign.
Milosevic eventually surrendered to Serbian authorities in 2001 and had been
extradited to The Hague, where he was on trial between 2002 and 2006 for the
alleged offences in Kosovo and for alleged crimes in Croatia and Bosnia and
Herzegovina.
He died from natural causes in March 2006 before the trial ended and before a
judgment was made. He was the first sitting head of state to be charged for war
crimes when he was indicted in 1999.
Kosovo's government declared its independence from Serbia in February 2008 after
being administered by the United Nations since 1999. The U.S., Britain and France
have recognized Kosovo's independence, but China and Russia joined Serbia in
opposing the move.
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Voice of America
Thursday, 26 February 2009
Analyst: Uganda's LRA Leaders Must be Captured to Stop Killings
By Alisha Ryu
Nairobi
26 February 2009
Uganda's Lord's Resistance Army rebels have crossed into Central African
Republic after fleeing a multi-national offensive against their hideouts in
northern Congo Kinshasa. An Uganda analyst for the Washington-based
Enough Project predicts the group, known as the LRA, will continue killing
and spreading terror unless the organization's top leaders are captured.
According to reports from the Central African Republic capital Bangui,
LRA fighters ambushed an army patrol last Friday close to the country's
border with Sudan and Congo-Kinshasa.
The army says one of its officers was killed and another soldier was
A column of Lord's
wounded in the attack. Central African Republic soldiers fired back, killing
Resistance Army (LRA)
an unknown number of rebels and chasing the rest back into Sudan.
fighters (file photo)
The government dispatched extra troops to the remote region last month to protect against an LRA
incursion that had been widely expected since mid-December when Congolese, South Sudanese and
Ugandan forces launched an offensive on the LRA.
The group's leader, Joseph Kony, his commanders and several-hundred foot
soldiers escaped from their bases in northeast Congo, slaughtering
hundreds of people in nearby villages. They are now believed to be
scattered across 40,000 square kilometers and looking for the next safe
haven.

Joseph Kony, leader of the
Lord's Resistance Army
(LRA), answers journalists'
questions in Ri-Kwamba,
southern Sudan (2006 file
photo)

An Uganda analyst for the Washington-based Enough Project, Julia
Spiegel, says Kony, who was indicted with four others by the International
Criminal Court in 2005, formed the Lord's Resistance Army primarily as a
rebellion against the perceived marginalization of the northern Acholi
people in Uganda.

But Spiegel says the LRA has long been a movement with no defined
ideals or goals other than to spread terror. Although the December military
assault has been sharply criticized for unleashing an LRA bloodletting
spree, Spiegel says she believes the regional armies made the right decision
to go after the LRA leadership.
"There was a need to do something aimed at apprehending those key LRA leaders indicted by the
International Criminal Courts. They are the mastermind behind their operation. They are the ones who use
fear and terror to keep all of these other fighters behind them. Now, what we ended up seeing was a
poorly planned and poorly executed operation," she said.
Spiegel says better intelligence gathering, coordination and rapid response capability are needed to
capture Kony and his lieutenants. She says only their capture will enable the foot soldiers to lay down
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their weapons.
"You have got young men and women, who were abducted when they were nine, 10, 11 years old," she
said. "They were forced to do terrible things to their families and communities and all they have known
ever since is living in the bush for basic survival and killing. So, as far as getting out of there, it is really
daunting because they are terrified. If you cut the head off the snake, it will be much easier to bring back
all the other lower rank-and-file fighters and reintegrate them into society. Not that that is not a very
difficult process. But we are talking about a couple of hundred. It is nothing like on the scale of Liberia
and elsewhere, where you had hundreds of thousands."
It is not known how many children have been abducted by the LRA since 1987. Estimates range from
20,000 to as high as 60,000.

