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UN News
Tuesday, 2 February 2009
Liberia: Prosecutor Presents Final Witness At UN-Backed Trial of Taylor
The prosecution has presented its 91st and final witness in the United Nations-backed trial of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor on charges of war crimes committed in the civil war in Sierra Leone, completing a
graphic litany of alleged atrocities ranging from thousands of murders to mutilation, rape and sexual slavery.
The Chief Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL), Stephen Rapp, who built his case with 31
insider witnesses testifying to Mr. Taylor's links to the crimes, and more than 50 others, including amputees,
rape victims and former child soldiers, cited the harrowing case of witness 91 - a father who had his hands
chopped off to save his four-year-old son.
"I am in awe of their courage and grateful for their willingness to travel thousands of miles to bear witness," he
told a news conference in New York. "The contrast between these victims and the accused could not be more
stark and this was brought home in particular by the last witness, a man whose left hand was amputated by the
rebels who are alleged to have been controlled or aided by Taylor.
"When his four-year-old son protested the injury to his Pappa, and the rebels then threatened the boy with
amputation, the witness then offered his own right hand to save his son, which the rebels then proceeded to
chop off. Here we saw a man who sacrificed his own hands for the future of his son bearing witness against a
man alleged to have sacrificed the lives, the hands and the futures of thousands of human beings in pursuit of
his own wealth and power."
Mr. Taylor has pleaded not guilty to the 11 counts of counts of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other
violations of international humanitarian law, which also include pillage, slavery for forced marriage purposes,
collective punishment and recruitment and use of children under the age of 15 in active hostilities. He is
expected to testify in his own defence, according to his lawyers.
None of the charges relate to atrocities Mr. Taylor is alleged to have committed in Liberia, but to his aid to two
Sierra Leonean rebel groups, the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) and the Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) during the civil war from 1996 to 2002.
Mr. Rapp said he expected the defence to start after Easter in April, after possible procedural defence motions to
dismiss the case, and to last four to six months, with all evidence and arguments concluding this year. If Mr.
Taylor is convicted, sentencing should follow three to four weeks after that. An appeal could then take up to six
months and the whole process should be concluded by the end of 2010.
The SCSL, established in January 2002 by an agreement between Sierra Leone's Government and the UN,
cannot impose a life sentence, but it has already sentenced two defendants in another case to 50 years in jail.
Britain has said it would be willing to imprison Mr. Taylor if he is found guilty. In 2006, the UN Security
Council authorized Mr. Taylor's trial to be held in The Hague, Netherlands, instead of its usual venue in Sierra
Leone's capital, Freetown, citing security reasons.
Of the 91 prosecution witnesses, only four testified entirely in closed session, though some were protected by
partial face or voice distortion.
"It's been demonstrated that it's possible to prosecute a former chief of State in a trial that is fair and efficient
even when the indictment covers wide-ranging crimes," Mr. Rapp said. "We've seen international justice
operating in accordance with the highest standards."
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Chinaview.com
Tuesday, 3 February 2009
www.chinaview.cn
Final witness appears in UN-backed trial of Liberia's Taylor
UNITED NATIONS, Feb. 2 (Xinhua) -- The prosecution has presented its 91st and final witness in the United
Nations-backed trial of former Liberian president Charles Taylor on 11 criminal counts related to the civil war
in Sierra Leone, according to a UN press release Monday.
"I am in awe of their courage and grateful for their willingness to travel thousands of miles to bear witness," the
chief prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL), Stephen Rapp, told a news conference in New
York.
Rapp said the harrowing case of the 91st witness, a father who had his hands chopped off by rebels linked to
Taylor in order to save his four-year-old son, has fully demonstrated the stark contrast between the victims and
the accused.
Taylor has pleaded not guilty to the 11 counts of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other violations of
international humanitarian law. He is expected to testify in his own defense, according to his lawyers.
None of the charges relate to atrocities Taylor is alleged to have committed in Liberia, but to his aid to two
Sierra Leonean rebel groups during the civil war from 1996 to 2002.
Rapp said he expected the defense to start after Easter in April, after possible procedural defense motions to
dismiss the case, and to last four to six months. All evidence and arguments would be concluded this year, he
said.
If Taylor is found guilty, sentencing should follow three to four weeks after that. An appeal could then take up
to six months and the whole process should be concluded by the end of 2010.
The SCSL, established in January 2002 by an agreement between Sierra Leone's government and the UN,
cannot impose a life sentence, but it has already sentenced two defendants in another case to 50 years in jail.
In 2006, the UN Security Council authorized Taylor's trial to be held in The Hague, Netherlands, instead of its
usual venue in Sierra Leone's capital, Freetown, citing security reasons.
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Talk Radio News Service
Monday, 2 February 2009
http://talkradionews.com
Chief Prosecutor for Special Court in Sierra Leone talks war crimes
Tala Dowlatshahi
Stephen Rapp, Chief Prosecutor for the Special Court for Sierra Leone, on the war crimes trial of former
Liberian president Charles Taylor briefed reporters this morning on the high level case.
The Special Court for Sierra Leone was set up jointly by the Government of Sierra Leone and the United
Nations. It is mandated to try those who bear the greatest responsibility for serious violations of international
humanitarian law and Sierra Leonean law committed in the territory of Sierra Leone since 30 November 1996.
Currently, two cases have been completed, including appeals. Testimony in the RUF case is complete, and a
Trial Judgement is expected later this year.
The trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor is in the Prosecution phase at The Hague.
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Agence France Presses
Tuesday, 3 February 2009
Senegal threatens to hand Chad dictator to AU
ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — Senegal's President Abdoulaye Wade said Tuesday his government may hand
former Chad dictator Hissene Habre over to the African Union because he is so angry with the lack of
international support to bring Habre to trial.
"Finally the story of Hissene Habre is going to turn against Senegal. Some accuse us of not wanting to bring
him to trial, but they understand that we have not been given the means to judge him," Wade told AFP on the
sidelines of an African Union summit.
Habre was toppled from power in 1990 and fled to Senegal after an eight-year reign marked by widespread
allegations of rights abuses.
An official truth commission report in 1992 accused Habre's regime of committing some 40,000 political
murders.
The African Union asked Senegal to prosecute Habre on war crimes and crimes against humanity charges, but
no progress has been made.
Wade said that if resources are not provided for his country to stage the trial, then he could send Habre either
back to Chad or hand him over the head of the African Union.
"There is a precedent," Wade said, noting that former Liberian leader Charles Taylor was sent to Nigeria when
its former president Olusegun Obasanjo was leading the continental bloc.
Taylor is now awaiting a judgement before the global war crimes court in The Hague.
Wade strongly denied that he was trying to bury the case.
"I agreed to do this firstly because I know that no other country would agree... and because I am against
impunity," he said.
"Secondly I do not want an African head of state judge outside the continent. It's better that he be judged here in
Africa," Wade said.
Human rights groups reject this theory.
"Senegal has an obligation to put Habre on trial or to extradite him. That's not based on the AU mandate, but on
its ratification of the convention against torture," said Reed Brody, a campaigner with Human Rights Watch.
"Senegal cannot extradite Habre to the AU, which is not a state and does not have the ability to try him. But we
are not opposed to an extradition to a country where he would be judged, like Belgium, which has sought him,"
Brody added.
"Habre used millions stolen from Chad's Treasury to bring a protective veil around him in Senegal," he said.
But Wade insisted that his country struggled to find the financing needed for a trial.
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"I have said from the start that Senegal will not pay the costs of this trial," Wade said.
"Everyone makes promises, including the European Union and Human Rights Watch," he said.
"President (Nicolas) Sarkozy announced that France would participate, but we have not seen this participation,"
he said, adding that Sarkozy had recently written to him urging Senegal not to abandon the case.
France's foreign ministry on Monday confirmed the letter, saying that France places "great importance" on the
trial.
"It's important that this trial enters an operational phase, including the creation of a timetable and a credible
budget, as well as the start of judicial investigations," ministry spokesman Frederic Desagneaux said.
"Senegal has done a draft and revised it with the partners who should finance the project. But after all that, if it
takes too long, I said that I refuse for Senegal to manage the trial budget," Wade said.
"As soon as we have all the money and the people to manage it, the trial will take place, there is no doubt," he
said.
"Now this money needs to be actually and totally available before Senegal begins this trial, because we could
very well begin and after we are left with the case, and that would be a catastrophe," he added.
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BBC Online
Tuesday, 3 February 2009
Teacher in US accused of genocide
A college near the US city of Baltimore has suspended a Rwandan professor
over accusations he participated in the African country's genocide.
Leopold Munyakazi had been working at Goucher College near Baltimore
under a programme for academics whose lives are threatened at home.
He has denied any involvement in Rwanda's genocide.
Some 800,000 minority Tutsis and moderate Hutus were slaughtered by
Hutu militias in just 100 days in 1994.
Mr Munyakazi, a Hutu, told the Associated Press news agency that he had
been persecuted by Rwanda's government.

Leopold Munyakazi had been
teaching near Baltimore since last
year

He said he had been held without trial in Rwanda from 1994 to 1999 on accusations of genocide.
"I'm not hiding; I was never involved in genocide," he said.
Sanford Ungar, president of Goucher College, said in a letter to students and faculty that he became aware of
charges against Mr Munyakazi when a journalist and a Rwandan prosecutor came to the college in December.
They told him of witnesses testimonies that Mr Munyakazi, 59, had "participated directly" in the genocide.
Charges had been prepared in 2006 after Mr Munyakazi had given a "controversial talk" in the US questioning
the Rwandan government's version of the genocide, Mr Ungar said.
"Dr Munyakazi vehemently denies any involvement in committing genocide, and in fact has presented evidence
that he assisted numerous Tutsis in fleeing Hutu killers," the letter said.
Mr Ungar said the Rwandan, who started teaching French at the college in September, would be suspended
from his job pending further investigation.
An official at Rwanda's embassy in Washington said Rwanda had asked for Mr Munyakazi and five others to be
returned to the country.
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Voice of America
Tuesday, 2 February 2009
AU Summit Hails New Somali Leader; Calls on ICC to Suspend Bashir Warrants
Somalia's newly-elected President Sheik Sharif Sheik Ahmed has been hailed
at the opening ceremonies of a summit of African leaders in Addis Ababa.
The session was dominated by Libya's leader Moammar Gadhafi, who vowed
to push ahead with his idea of a continental government, a day after it was
declared effectively dead.
A Continent Ravaged By War
The summit's business meeting opened Monday with AU Commission
Chairman Jean Ping painting a harsh picture of a continent split by wars,
military coups, and on the brink of a disastrous recession.
Somalia's newly elected president
Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed arrives at
the UN compound in Addis Ababa for
consultations, 01 Feb 2009

Speaking in French, the continent's top diplomat warned Africans they are
about to feel what he called the 'sweeping blow' of a 'systemic global
economic crisis'. And with Sudan's President Omar al-Bashir in the audience,
he said the continental body is working to delay the pending International Criminal Court warrants charging Mr.
Bashir with genocide.
He said efforts are underway to persuade the ICC to place a 12-month moratorium on any move to hand down
indictments against Mr. Bashir. The Sudanese leader sat quietly at the front of the hall.
Chairman Ping also deplored Africa's apparent return to the bad old days of military coups, as evidenced by
Guinea and Mauritania, the unsuccessful coup in Guinea Bissau, and the current unrest in Madagascar.
Progress Made
On the bright side, he pointed to the recent arrest of renegade Congolese General Laurent Nkunda, efforts to
achieve peace in places from Burundi and the Comoros, the Central African Republic and countries of the West
Africa zone.
Ping also hailed the election three days earlier of Somalia's President Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed, and asked
Africa's newest head of state to stand, as the packed hall erupted in applause.
He said shades of hope are appearing in Somalia with the United Nations Security Council expressing its
intention to take over the AU Somalia peacekeeping force, as well as the peace accords signed in Djibouti that
led to election of Sheikh Sharif.
The Somali president's presence in the Ethiopian capital was ironic, coming two years after Ethiopian troops
poured into Somalia to force him and his Islamic Courts Union from power.
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Questions Surround Libya's-AU Role
The summit session was marked by contradictions. Libyan leader Moammar
Gadhafi was sworn in as AU Chairman for the coming year by the outgoing
chairman, Tanzanian President Jakaya Kikwete. A day earlier, Mr. Kikwete
had pronounced the Libyan leader's concept of a union government a "nonstarter.
But in his acceptance speech, delivered in Arabic through an interpreter, the
golden-robed Mr. Gaddafi appeared to reject the death sentence imposed on
his unity government idea. He said he would consider the idea accepted unless
a majority of the heads of states speak out against it. Gadhafi speaks thru an
interpreter.

Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi (L),
escorted by bodyguard (R), arrives at
the AU meeting in Addis Ababa, 01 Feb
2009

"We want it to be ratified, either rejected or accepted, at the next summit. If
we don't have a quorum for rejection, then this means we have accepted it," he said.
Human rights groups said Mr. Gadhafi's election raiseed questions about the African Union's commitment to
democratic principles. Reed Brody of the group Human Rights Watch said this breaks a string of three
consecutive democratically-elected leaders at the helm of the continental body.
"The question is whether he sets a good example in terms of human rights and democracy. For the African
continent. Let's remember that despite Libya's re-engagement with the international community, it's still a
country that doesn't have political freedoms," he said.
Outgoing chairman Kikwete interrupted summit business Monday to pay tribute to the new U.S. President
Barack Obama. As his last act in the chair, Mr. Kikwete said the African Union attaches great importance to
what most people here feel will be a new chapter for U.S. Africa relations during the Obama administration.

