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Agence France-Presse
Thursday, 12 March 2009
Defence witnesses for Liberia's Taylor fearful: lawyer
FREETOWN (AFP) — Potential defence witnesses in the trial of Charles Taylor are reluctant to give
evidence for fear of being stigmatised for supporting the former Liberian president, his attorney said on
Thursday.
"We are being constrained in obtaining witnesses as they fear being stigmatised," Taylor's chief defence
lawyer Courtenay Griffiths told reporters on a visit to Sierra Leone.
"The trial against Mr Charles Taylor is political in nature."
The prosecution case against Taylor for war crimes wound up in January when judges sitting at the
Hague-based Special Court for Sierra Leone set a date of April 6 for hearing submissions by the
defendant.
Taylor has been on trial since June 2007 on 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity
stemming from the 1991-2001 civil war in Sierra Leone, Liberia's western neighbour.
Speaking in the light of last week's arrest warrant issued against Sudanese President Omar al-Beshir,
Griffiths said Taylor had also been a victim of double standards.
"It is curious that all of the individuals currently awaiting trial (in the Hague) are Africans," he said. "I
wonder why it is that only Africans appear to be committing international crimes?"
"After all, remember that Charles Taylor is charged with effectively arming a rebel group in a
neighbouring country (Sierra Leone). Have the Americans not done that in Nicaragua; what about
Afghanistan when they armed the mujahadeen to fight against the Soviet Union?
"I am not saying that African leaders should not be brought to justice but can't we set up our own courts
and dispense our own justice to our own leaders thereby establishing for ourselves an adherence to the
rule of law?"
Taylor is accused of arming, training and controlling Sierra Leone's notorious Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) rebels, blamed for many of the mutilations and being involved in the "blood diamonds" trade.
About 120,000 people were killed in the Sierra Leone conflict, with rebels mutilating thousands more -cutting off arms, legs, ears or noses.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
12 March 2009
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

J.F. Kennedy Hospital West Wing Renovated
(Heritage)
• The newly renovated West Wing of the JFK Hospital has been turned over to government.
• The project funded by the Ann Gloag Foundation renovated three floors including the fourth
floor used exclusively for surgery.
• In an interview, the hospital’s Administrator, Wannie Scott McDonald said with the renovation
the hospital now has six surgical theatres and an additional in-patient unit.
• The owner of the foundation, Ann Gloag said the renovation is a first step in restoring the
country’s largest referral hospital and assured of her continuous support to Liberia.
• Meanwhile, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has bestowed upon Madam Gloag one of Liberia’s
highest honours, the Star of Africa in recognition of her philanthropic work in Liberia and
other Countries worldwide.
Tension Brews in Gbarnga over Transfer of Inmates to Zwedru Correction Place
(Daily Observer)
• Tension is said to be brewing in Gbarnga, Bong County following the transfer of 23 persons
allegedly involved in the rioting and burning of the police depot in that part of the country.
• Correspondents say unknown persons are planning a demonstration to protest the alleged
“secret transfer” of their friends and family members.
• Late last month, about 40 persons were arrested in connection with a violent protest that led
to the burning of the police depot in Gbarnga, Bong Country.
• The incident took place after motor cyclists took to the streets to protest the death of one of
their colleagues.
Vice President Boakai Troubled over Continue Senate Leadership Crisis
(Heritage and The News)

•

•
•

Addressing a news conference on Tuesday, Vice President Joseph Boakai termed as
“unnecessary and unwarranted” the continued leadership crisis within the Senate which he
said has mired deliberations and ratifications of major contracts and concessions that should
have created job opportunities for Liberians.
The US$2.6 billion China Union agreement, the Buchanan Renewable (BR) US$150 million
which should bring electricity to Monrovia in 2010 are among “major” contracts held up at the
Senate due to the leadership crisis.
Meanwhile, Legislative sources say the Senate is poised to introduce a joint resolution seeking
the removal of the entire leadership of the House including the Pro-temp which political
observers see as a ploy to finally remove Senator Nyenabo following several failed attempts.

Women’s Colloquium Concludes with Renewed Calls for Action on Peace and Security
(The Informer, Heritage and The Inquirer)
• The International Women’s Colloquium, on “Women’s Empowerment, Leadership
Development, International Peace and Security”, has ended in Monrovia with calls for action
on peace and security.
• In a taped message, UN Deputy Secretary-General, Ms. Aisha Rose Migiro emphasized the
need to position peace and security for women and girls at the heart of formulating
development policy.

8

•

Delivering remarks during the launch of Liberia’s National Action Plan on resolution 1325, the
Special Representative of the Secretary-General to Liberia, Ellen Margrethe Løj, pledged the
mission’s support to the implementation and said the Plan was a demonstration of the
country’s commitment to fully “taking account of women in policies and programmes”.

U.S. Plans New $135M Embassy for Monrovia, Offers Job Opportunities
(The Informer, New Democrat and The News)

•
•

•
•

The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Overseas Buildings Operations and the Bureau of
Administration announced the award of a $135.4 million contract to build a New Embassy
Compound (NEC) in Monrovia, Liberia.
The project consists of a chancery, a support annex - warehouse, a general services annex
and a Marine Security Guard quarters and three compound access control facilities. The NEC
will provide safe, secure and functional facility for 619 employees who will work at the
embassy.
The 18-acre site located in the Mamba Point neighborhood in Monrovia was acquired on a
long-term lease from the University of Liberia for $2.43 million in 2008.
The NEC will replace the embassy which was constructed in 1963-66. The proposed
completion date for the Monrovia NEC is 2012.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled from website today at 9:00 am)
J.F. Kennedy Hospital West Wing Renovated
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

House of Representatives Issues Two-Week Ultimatum to Senate
• The House of Representatives has threatened a major power cut to the Senate if it fails to
pay its portion of the funds to buy fuel for the generators supplying the body with electricity.
• The lower House gave the Senate two weeks to cooperate or face a power outage.
• The threat comes amidst reports that the Senate coffer is depleted with no funds to
underwrite several obligations of the Upper House.
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)
Auditing Commission Agrees to Audit Senate
• The General Auditing Commission (GAC) says it takes seriously the request by the Senate for
an audit of the Upper House saying it is a demonstration of that body’s commitment to
account for public funds.
• The Senate last week requested the GAC to conduct a forensic and system audit of its
financial records from 2006 up to present.
• Correspondents say the pending audit of the Senate is critical given continuous reports of
financial malpractices at the Upper House.

Truth F.M.

(News monitored today at 10:00 am)

Supreme Court Justice Says Human Resource Capacity Crucial to Judicial Sector
• Speaking at the close of a two-week judicial training workshop, Associate Justice Francis
Kporkpor said the need for adequate training for court staff is the key to the rebuilding of
public trust in the Liberian judicial sector.
• Also speaking, United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Mission Director,
Pamela White said a strong justice system is critical to ensuring the country’s successful
transition to democracy.
• The two-week training was facilitated by the James A.A. Pierre Judicial Institute in
collaboration with the American Bar Association.
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