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[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Delta Quits Liberia Iron-Ore Project after Bid Terms Changed
By Carli Lourens
May 27 (Bloomberg) -- Delta Mining Consolidated Ltd. said it quit plans to develop the Western Cluster Iron Ore
project in Liberia after the government added bidding terms it couldn’t meet.
“One of the requirements was a large cash guarantee, which wasn’t doable in the short time we had available,”
Delta director Bernard Swanepoel said by mobile phone today. “This specific project is now out of our hands.”
While Liberia previously named Delta as preferred bidder, it reversed the decision last year, saying on Sept. 15 that
the bidding process may have been compromised. The government last month cleared the Johannesburg-based
company of all alleged improprieties, prompting Delta to withdraw a legal order preventing the government from
re-tendering the project. Companies had until May 15 to bid.
“Liberia remains a country with iron ore opportunities,” Swanepoel said, adding the government has “pointed out
one or two projects” Delta may be interested in.

International Clips on West Africa

China pledges continued aid to Sierra Leone amid global slump
BEIJING, May 26 (Xinhua) -- China pledged Tuesday to continue aid and preferential measures for Sierra Leone to
help its economy.
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao told visiting President Ernest Bai Koroma of Sierra Leone that China was ready to
support economic construction through enhanced bilateral cooperation in agriculture, infrastructure and resource
exploration.
Amid the global downturn, Wen urged the international community to support less developed countries. China was
willing to cooperate closely with African countries to implement follow-up actions to the Beijing Summit of the
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation in November 2006, and work out new cooperation plans to cement the ChinaAfrica new strategic partnership, he added.
Koroma said Sierra Leone and China had enjoyed traditional friendship and sound relations, and his visit
demonstrated Sierra Leone's determination to promote relations with China.

Local Media – Newspaper
President Says Central Bank Scandal exposes Weakness of Liberia’s financial system

(New Democrat, Public Agenda, Liberian Express, The Analyst, Daily Observer, The Inquirer, National Chronicle)

•
•

President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf says the US$1.1m transfer scandal at the Central Bank exposes the
weakness of Liberia’s financial system.
Addressing the press Tuesday, the President said the money was transferred fraudulently without bank
officials being able to expose the fraud.
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•
•
•
•
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•
•

President Sirleaf explained that all signatures in the documents for transfer were forged including hers,
and three Deputy Finance Ministers.
The President suspects a syndicate involving officials of the Central Bank and Finance Ministry or
incompetence of the staff.
She noted that some of the officials suspected of having links with the transfer are also suspects of the
twenty two million dollar check scandal at the Finance Ministry.
The President wants the Justice Ministry to ensure the indictment and prosecution of the suspects.
The President also said ECO-Bank must be questioned for allowing an individual carry on such transaction
in a name similar to hers, E. Jee Sirleaf.
She mandated the Anti-Corruption Commission to also investigate the case and asked the GAC to look into
it and make recommendations to help improve the system.
President Sirleaf in a frustrated tone lamented that corruption is holding her government back in meeting
its targets.

Local Daily Says British Investors Fear Chinese Influence in Liberia
(Public Agenda)

•

[sic:] British investors meeting with Vice President Josepk Boakia in England recently expressed their
apprehension of China’s involvement in the business sectors of Liberia. According to a Ministry of Foreign
Affairs’ release, the British investors who are desirous of venturing in the Liberian Forest Sector seemed
concerned that the economic prowess of China might pose an unfair advantage and remove any level of
even competition with smaller investors. In response to their concern, Vice President Boikai allayed their
fear with the assurance that the Government of Liberia remains committed and determined to ensure that
all investors are guaranteed equal opportunities. Veep Boikai further noted that to eliminate monopoly, the
Government had legislated laws to provide protection for every investors in Liberia, both foreign and
domestic. According to the release, before the meeting, Liberia’s Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to the United Kingdom Wesley Momo Johnson noted that several potential investors in the
United Kingdom have expressed interest to invest in Liberia. In the release. Ambassador Johnson made the
disclosure recently when he addressed a business meeting held in the Conference Room of the Chancery of
Liberia’s diplomatic mission to the Court of Saint James in London. The meeting brought together several
potential investors in London, the United Kingdom.

'Fraudster Had Legal Savings Account at Ecobank' – Says Bank Executive
(Liberian Express, The News, National Chronicle, The Analyst, The Inquirer, Daily Observer, Heritage)
•
•

•

The Managing Director of Ecobank-Liberia, Mrs. Morenike Adepoju, has told media executives in Monrovia
that the man, who attempted to defraud the Government of Liberia of US$1.171 million, had met all
requirements for opening an individual savings account at Ecobank.
Mrs. Adepoju said a local branch manager of the bank reported to head office that a huge transfer was
made into an account and the bank immediately began keeping surveillance on the account before it
received communications from President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and the CBL that something fraudulent was
at stake.
She indicated during the entire transaction not one procedure was compromised stating that the
Government of Liberia usually make payments to individuals by means of funds transfer through the Eco
Bank and those transfers are legitimate.

Local Media – Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
President Says her Government’s Development Agenda on Course
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Tuesday held a press conference, addressing a number of national issues,
including the economy, security, governance, as well as Government's three-year development agenda,
known as the Poverty Reduction Strategy, now referred to as 'Lift Liberia.'
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• The President said an assessment of the Program during the first year of its implementation indicates that
Government fell short in achieving targets set for implementation.
• The President attributed the delay in implementation to a number of factors, which she said, have impeded
the successful implementation of the program. Among the factors, the President named the delay in the
passage of a number of legislations.
• She named the public finance management legislation, which was scheduled for completion several months
ago (The legislation is tied up to the International Monetary Fund's Heavily Indebted Poor Countries
Initiative (HIPIC) Program);
• A rigorous Code of Conduct, that covers all three branches of government (that legislation, is being delayed
for well over 18-months); as well as the country's energy policy, which is still in its final stages.
• President Johnson Sirleaf also spoke of delays in the implementation of some of the major road projects in
the country, including the Monrovia-Buchanan Road. The Project, the President said, has been delayed by a
year, although resources are now available for its start. A meeting, the President said is set for June 5, this
year to discuss and assess in detail the implementation of the program.
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth FM and ELBC)

State, defense argue Double Jeopardy Motion
•
•
•

State and defense lawyers have argued the motion seeking the release of Hans and Mardea Williams.
The double jeopardy motion was argued Tuesday at the Criminal Court A.
The defense during the argument claimed its clients were placed in double jeopardy because they were put
on trial before the jury was disbanded.
• The defense also said the jury was disbanded without the consent of the defendants.
• But the state argued the claims were not legally correct and called for the denial of the motion.
• Judge Emmanuel Kollie is expected to pass on the motion Thursday.
• Hans and Mardea Williams are in jail in connection with the murder of 13-year-old Angel Meideh Tokpah in
2007.
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth FM and ELBC)
EPA probes Firestone's pollution allegation
•

The Environmental Protection Agency says investigation is ongoing into the alleged water pollution by
Firestone as claimed by residents of the Kpanyarh Town community.
• According to a statement issued on Tuesday, a team of Senior Management of the EPA headed by its
officer-in- charge, David Wah paid a recent visit to the area.
• Mr. Wah said their visit was to engage Firestone Management and residents of the area for the collection of
water samples for further laboratory analysis.
• He said the EPA would continue to monitor water sources in Kpanyarh Town in ensuring a safe and health
environment.
• He however, called on residents of the area not to panic as the EPA was everything possible to bring the
matter to a logical conclusion.
• Meanwhile, a Pro-Democracy group has issued a 72-hour ultimatum to the EPA to make public its test
results into the alleged pollution of creeks in six villages by Firestone.
• The movement for the Defense of the Down Trodden said it would seek legal redress if the EPA fails to live
up to the ultimatum, pending the conclusion of the matter.
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth FM and ELBC)
Amlib's new CEO discusses future

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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The mining company, Amlib, says it would begin full mining production in Liberia within the next twelve to
eighteen months if all goes well.
Amlib said in spite of the global financial crisis, it is determined to implement its programs in Liberia.
Founded in 2000, the company has been exploring in the Kokoyah District of Bong County with the local
people expecting to benefit from the operation.
The new Chief Executive Officer of Amlib, Geoff Eyre told Star Radio the company needs to reach a target
of one million ounces of gold before full production.
Mr. Eyre revealed Amlib has produced nearly seven hundred fifty thousand ounces of gold.
Commenting on workers’ arrears owed by the former management, the new CEO assured all commitments
would be addressed including settlement of arrears.
Mr. Eyre said Amlib currently has the workforce of one hundred forty.

****
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BBC Online
Wednesday, 27 May 2009
Rwanda killers to face solitary
Genocide criminals in Rwanda will have to serve life sentences in
solitary confinement, under legislation approved the lower house of
parliament.
The proposed sentence, which must be formally approved by the
senate and president, follows Rwanda's abolishing of the death penalty
in 2007.
It is intended for use in the case of those convicted of genocide, as
well as rape and gang-related crimes.

Some 800,000 people were killed during
Rwanda's 1994 genocide

Critics have said the judicial sentence could lead to human rights abuses.
The BBC's Geoffrey Mutagoma in the capital, Kigali, says that under the plans, certain prisoners would be
confined in maximum security cells and prevented from interacting with other inmates at any point.
Analysts expect the passing of the bill to be a mere formality.
Rwanda abolished the death penalty two years ago after some countries said it would be an obstacle to the
extradition of genocide suspects to Rwanda.
The parliament's move came as Sweden's Supreme Court ruled on Wednesday in favour of the extradition
of a Rwandan genocide suspect.
The 53-year-old suspect, Sylvere Ahorugeze, a former director of Rwanda's civil aviation authority, is
accused of participating in the 1994 slaughter.
The extradition must yet be confirmed by the Swedish justice ministry.
It has been estimated that Hutu extremists killed up to 800,000 people, mainly minority Tutsis and
moderate Hutus, during the 100-day genocide.
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Human Rights Watch
Thursday, 28 May 2009
Media Advisory
Case of Chad Ex-Dictator at the World Court
The International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague will rule at 10 a.m. on May 28, 2009, on Belgium’s
application for a court order to prevent the former dictator of Chad, Hissène Habré, from leaving Senegal.
He is wanted on charges of crimes against humanity and torture during his brutal rule, from 1982 to 1990.
Belgium has filed suit at the court to force Senegal either to prosecute Habré itself or to extradite him to
Belgium. That case is likely to take years to resolve. Hearings were held from April 6 to 8 on Belgium’s
request for an interim order to bar Habré from leaving Senegal pending the court’s final judgment on the
merits. During those hearings, Senegal gave a solemn undertaking to the court that it would not permit
Habré to leave Senegal pending the ICJ’s final ruling.
Habré was indicted in Senegal in 2000, but its courts ruled that he could not be tried there. His victims
then turned to Belgium, which had a “universal jurisdiction” law allowing it to prosecute serious foreign
crimes. After a four-year investigation, in September 2005 a Belgian judge charged Habré with crimes
against humanity, war crimes, and torture committed during his rule, and requested his extradition.
Senegal then turned to the African Union for advice. In July 2006, the AU called on Senegal to prosecute
Habré “in the name of Africa,” and President Abdoulaye Wade accepted the mandate. But two-and-a-half
years later, Senegal has refused to act until it receives €27 million from the international community for
all the costs of the trial, and Wade has said that if Senegal does not receive the funding he would allow
Habré to leave Senegal. In the face of Senegal’s inaction and threats, Belgium took the case to the ICJ.
Reed Brody of Human Rights Watch, who has worked with Hissène Habré’s victims for 10 years, will be
in The Hague and will be available for comment.
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Wall Street Journal (Asia)
Thursday, 28 May 2009
In the Cambodian Judges' Court
The judiciary has the power to investigate alleged fraud at the war-crimes tribunal
By JOHN A. HALL From today's Wall Street Journal Asia.
The Khmer Rouge Tribunal in Cambodia is facing a serious crisis stemming from unresolved allegations
of a kickback scheme. Yet the United Nations, the Cambodian government and donor nations aren't
dealing effectively with the allegations. That task has been handed to the tribunal judges, who have a
golden opportunity to make a difference.
Cambodian government officials are alleged to have received kickbacks from Cambodian employees in
exchange for securing them lucrative positions at the court. These are serious allegations. Refusing to
address them could deal a fatal blow to the court's credibility. That would be a tragedy for the people of
Cambodia, who seek justice for the Khmer Rouge's crimes. It would also be a blow for the international
donors who funded this important court.

AFP
A handout photo shows president of the Pre-Trial Chamber, Prak Kimsan from Cambodia (L) sitting in
the courtroom to preside over a public hearing against the former Khmer Rouge deputy prime minister
and minister of foreign affairs Ieng Sary at the Extraodinary Chambers in the Court of Cambodia (ECCC)
in Phnom Penh on February 26, 2009.
With the trials now underway, the need to finally address the allegations is urgent. And it's becoming clear that the
tribunal's international and Cambodian judges are the court's best option to investigate and clear up the corruption
claims. The Cambodian judges have vigorously denied that they have in any way been involved in improper
practices. All the more reason, then, for them to investigate alleged corruption at their court with similar vigor.
They have already missed one opportunity. In March, defense lawyers for Nuon Chea, the former chief ideologist of
the Khmer Rouge, filed a request asking the two co-investigating judges who are responsible for judicial
investigation in the civil law tribunal to obtain the results of a U.N. investigation into possible corruption at the
tribunal and to launch a review of the corruption allegations. The lawyers argued that this was needed to "assess
what, if any, corrosive effects such alleged corruption has had on the administration of justice thus far at the
[tribunal]" and to determine whether their client's right to a fair trial has been compromised. Co-Investigating
Judges You Bun Leng and Marcelle Lemonde rejected that request.
The judges said that they lacked the jurisdiction to proceed as the requested information was "totally foreign to the
facts covered by the current judicial investigations." They added that they couldn't intervene in response to
"speculations as to hypothetical negative effects" of corruption, and that an administrative inquiry "would be
superfluous" as the U.N. and Cambodian government were "seised of the situation." The defense teams filed an
appeal May 4 with the tribunal's pre-trial chamber asking the three Cambodian and two international judges to
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reconsider the ruling of the co-investigating judges, arguing that "because exposure of the alleged scheme would
likely discredit senior officials and embarrass the U.N., neither institution possesses the requisite impartiality to deal
with the matter." Lawyers representing civil parties have since joined the appeal.
If the judges continue to reject requests to investigate the allegations, they risk seeing their tribunal's successes
overshadowed by persistent defense claims that corruption renders the trials unfair. Lawyers for civil parties have
correctly warned that "arguments in this vein would not only undermine the principle of finality of proceedings, but
would render elusive the justice and closure for which the victims of these proceedings have been waiting."
Judges have a responsibility to ensure the proper administration of justice within their court. The claim of the coinvestigating judges that they lacked jurisdiction to investigate allegations of corruption involving court personnel
was arguably in conflict with this core judicial responsibility. Moreover, a court must satisfy itself that the overall
proceedings are fair. Yet the allegations implicate individuals responsible for making legal decisions and
administrators and staff responsible for collecting, transcribing, translating and producing the evidence.
The judges' decision is crucial because there are few remaining options if the corruption allegations are ever going
to be properly investigated. High-level negotiations between the U.N. and the Cambodian government to produce a
credible investigative mechanism failed in April, and donor nations appear unwilling to press the point.
Donor nations have also failed to pressure the court into dealing with the allegations. Last year the U.N.
Development Program froze donor funds to the Cambodian side of the tribunal pending a resolution of the
allegations, but donors have recently signaled a willingness to support the tribunal regardless. Canberra has asked
the UNDP to release Australian funds, stating that it is generally satisfied with the progress being made at the
tribunal. When the UNDP refused, Japan provided more than $4 million directly to the Cambodian government -enough to fund the tribunal through the end of the year.
In an apparent tit-for-tat response to continuing calls for an investigation of Cambodian court officials, Phay
Siphan, secretary of state and spokesman at the council of ministers, stated on May 11 that the Cambodian
government is currently investigating allegations of undisclosed wrongdoing involving U.N. court personnel. He
said: "We have a file of who's the enemy of the [tribunal]. We don't want to expose any wrongdoing of the U.N.
side in order to discredit the [tribunal]. We know who's the enemy of the tribunal and we know who's trying to
manipulate what's going on. One day, if we feel the need to release it, we will release it." Andrew Ianuzzi, a legal
consulatant for the defense team of Nuon Chea, characterized this as "the childish, thuggish behavior we have come
to expect from the government."
With the U.N. stymied, donor nations lacking political will and leadership, and the Cambodian government
stonewalling and raising counterallegations, all eyes are now on the tribunal's judges. Trial Chamber Judge Silvia
Cartwright has stated that "one of the major issues that has been troubling for all the judges is that of corruption
within the [tribunal]. We welcome all efforts to ensure that the allegations are dealt with fully and fairly and that
independent measures are put in place to make sure [that claims] are resolved in a transparent manner." The judges
now have an opportunity to put these fine sentiments into concrete action and throw their weight behind a
competent, credible and transparent investigation of the allegations. It is time for them to deal with an issue which if
left unresolved will expose all future judgments to crippling legal challenges.
Mr. Hall is an associate professor of law and research fellow in the Center for Global Trade and
Development at Chapman University School of Law in Orange, California
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Ka-set
Thursday, 28 May 2009
http://cambodia.ka-set.info/khmer-rouge/news-duch-trial-tribunal-purges-s21-090527.html

Purges, the result of a regime's paranoia... and a methodology developed by Duch?

While his international co-lawyer suggested that the trial may turn his client into a “scapegoat”, Duch again referred,
on Wednesday May 27th, to the demands of a vertical communication system in which he only obeyed the orders of
his superiors in the Khmer Rouge regime. However, U.S. expert, Craig Etcheson, who was able to testify at last in the
afternoon, put forth other elements that qualify this stance markedly and, on the contrary, did not relieve the accused
of his responsibilities.
All communication went through the higher echelon
After presenting on the previous day nine letters sent to the accused by Sou Meth, former commandant of division
502 of the Revolutionary Army of Kampuchea, international co-Prosecutor Alex Bates sought to establish whether
Duch and Sou Meth communicated directly. Duch invariably replied that following the principle of absolute
verticality that prevailed under the Khmer Rouge, all communication had to go through the higher echelons, in this
case, through Son Sen, chief of staff of the Revolutionary Army of Kampuchea and deputy Prime Minister in charge
of national security. Duch sent lists of names of individuals to be arrested to Sou Meth, who referred them to Son
Sen, who, on the basis of their discussions, made a final selection of names. However, if the documents
systematically passed through the hierarchy, the rule required that the names of high-ranking officials be concealed,
under the name of “Respected Brother” or “Angkar”, like in this instance, Son Sen, then Brother nº2, Nuon Chea.
François Roux, Duch's co-lawyer, then intervened to point out to his colleague of the prosecution that his last
question was repetitive, and invited him to listen more carefully to the answers given by the accused. He remarked
that Duch knew more than him and would do a better prosecutor against himself than Alex Bates. The president
agreed and invited the accused to keep silence. “Thank you for your kind encouragement,” the international coProsecutor replied, before pursuing his examination of the accused.
Shortly afterwards, judge Lavergne asked Duch why the names of high-ranking officials were concealed in these
confidential documents, while their only addressee was perfectly aware of their identity and risks of leaks seemed
non-existent. The accused explained the operating mode also amounted to a sign of respect to the superiors, but did
not answer the question, although it was repeated to him until the French judge gave up.
If Duch admitted that the way he reported to Son Sen could have influenced his decisions – he specified earlier that
he talked on the phone with Son Sen every two or three days, when it was not every night –, he again insisted that he
was the one who had to answer the questions of his superiors and, in the end, he was only receiving their
instructions.
Is Duch a scapegoat?
François Roux struck again, echoing his comments made at the end of the previous day, Tuesday May 26th: “I note
that we have spent the whole morning interrogating Duch on letters he received from Sou Meth. Yet, [to
counterbalance] there are no letters from Duch to Sou Meth and Sou Meth was not called for interrogation. Why is
Duch here today on his own? Is Duch not being used as a scapegoat? I leave this question with you.” It was also
another morning without hearing expert Craig Etcheson, whom the president thanked for his “patience”...

Ministries only in name
The U.S. professor, whose examination resumed in the afternoon, explained that “the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Kampuchea [CPK] was the supreme body in charge, but this was the theory rather than the
practice, as real power and authority rested with the Standing Committee of the Central Committee.” He then
commented on the ministries of the Democratic Kampuchea government, which were only a façade, as they
resembled “more a committee of the wider party to which authority was conferred to deal with a specific policy
area.” Thereby deprived of the characteristics of ministries as they exist in a modern State, these structures were
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simply “members of the party who were given responsibilities in a particular policy area.”
S-21 unique in Democratic Kampuchea
Craig Etcheson returned to the “unique nature” of S-21, in comparison with other security centres in Democratic
Kampuchea. He listed the reasons for this specificity: “S-21 was the security centre designated to smash people at the
central echelon of Democratic Kampuchea and within the CPK structure […]. S-21 was therefore the only security
office of Democratic Kampuchea that had the authority to detain, torture and execute individuals coming from the
entire territory of Democratic Kampuchea. […] As part of my research into these issues over the last thirty years, I
could observe that at the district level, a typical security centre had a staff of 10 to 15 people, at the sector level, the
staff was a little bigger – 20 to 30 people – and at the zone level, the staff of security centres could have as many as
50 people or more. According to the document 'Combined statistics on the armed forces dated March 1977', S-21
featured in a unique category in terms of staff. It can be read that in March 1977, there were 2,327 people who
worked at S-21. In my opinion, this indicates that S-21 was indeed a unique organ within Democratic Kampuchea.”
Between paranoia of a regime and zeal of its cadres
A few problems of translation and word clarifications later, Craig Etcheson was asked about the reasons for the
important purges within the Ministry of Economy. He said the question was tricky but “at the heart of what this
Chamber must rule on”: “On the one hand, it can be said that the purges carried out in the Ministry of Economy
resulted from the paranoia of the CPK Standing Committee; on the other hand, it can be said that the purges resulted
from the method used to weed out the enemies, as a methodology had been developed by the accused. Maybe both of
these ingredients played a little role.”
On the issue of the constant purges that were rife within all the structures and throughout the country, he later added:
“In light of a constantly changing direction and a very high degree of uncertainty, a significant degree of operational
malfunctioning could be expected. To be clearer, it was very difficult to know what was happening and people were
very scared. That being said, the CPK established as a priority obedience and discipline, as well as the strict
implementation of the party line as defined by the party's supreme body. So, I would put forward that, in most places,
most of the time, cadres did their best to implement the party line, at least to the extent they could understand it.”
The limits of Son Sen's supervision
“I would like to recall that Son Sen was a member of the CPK Standing Committee, that he was deputy Prime
Minister in charge of national defence, that he was the chief of staff of the Revolutionary Army of Kampuchea, so he
was invested with many responsibilities,” Craig Echeson commented. “He must have been an extremely busy man.
Today, the accused told us: 'My superior verified the interrogations of important individuals.' This is completely
plausible. It would have been quite legitimate for Son Sen, in charge of domestic security, to be interested in the
interrogation of some important prisoners and he would have made sure they were then eliminated. However, a look
at the combined list of prisoners of S-21 established by the office of the co-Prosecutors reveals that many individuals
who went through S-21 could not be considered as prisoners said to be important, in light of their responsibilities or
ranks in the hierarchy. For instance, at the Ministry of Social Action, many female farmers, who were illiterate, had
received a few hours of training to learn how to make injections, before being considered nurses and assigned in
hospitals. An important number of them ended up in the torture chambers of S-21, on the basis of accusations that
they were part of the CIA or KGB. It seems difficult to me to believe that someone with such heavy national
responsibilities as Son Sen would devote time to the interrogation or execution of such staff...”
It was mandatory for communications to go through Son Sen: before the hearing was adjourned, the expert
acknowledged this claim was only based on the words of the accused and reflected an inference made in light of the
Khmer Rouge organisational functioning, but supported by no document.
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Kambol (Phnom Penh, Cambodia). 27/05/2009: Co-Investigating Judges You Bun Leng and Marcel Lemonde, during
a press conference on day 22 of Duch's trial at the ECCC
©John Vink/ Magnum
The co-Investigating Judges in front of the journalists
At lunch break, following a new communication ritual at the court, a press conference was given by the coInvestigating Judges, this time. They announced that, further to having already interviewed 453 witnesses and 61
civil parties for case file 2, they had fixed an objective to wrap up the initial investigation phase of case 2 by the end
of 2009. Judge Marcel Lemonde stressed it was an “ambitious” goal. It will then be followed by a series of
“unavoidable procedural steps that do not depend on the co-Investigating Judges.” Indeed, parties can refuse to
accept the investigation, request supplementary investigations, and if the judges refuse, file an appeal. “Only after this
procedure of requests for actions is over will we be able to close the investigation phase and decide to refer the case.”
For now, the four persons charged (Nuon Chea, Ieng Sary, Ieng Thirith and Khieu Samphan) continue to take
advantage of their right to remain silent, the judges specified. As for the question of a possible separation of their case
files, the judges have not made their decision yet, saying they must strike a balance between the need to reach the trial
stage as soon as possible, and respect for the rights of the parties, the defence in particular. They must therefore
weigh the advantages and disadvantages of such a decision. Also in the pipelines is the decision whether to retain
joint criminal enterprise as a form of criminal responsibility. The arguments of the various parties on this issue were
posted on the website of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Court of Cambodia. In conclusion, judge Lemonde
recalled that while there were lots of talks here and there about corruption and interferences in the court, he had come
here to work as a judge and he had been always been able to do so until now. “I have already said that the day I
cannot do it anymore, I will leave, and I repeat that. As French poet Boileau said: 'Criticism is easy but art is
difficult.'” A word to the wise...
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The Daily Star (Lebanon)
Thursday, 28 May 2009
No Tribunal officials talked to Der Spiegel journalist
By Michael Bluhm
BEIRUT: No one from the Special Tribunal for Lebanon talked with the Der Spiegel journalist who
published a story on Saturday saying investigators believed Hizbullah was behind the assassination of
former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, a tribunal spokeswoman said on Wednesday.
The court received only one brief e-mail - not written by journalist Erich Follath - asking tribunal
prosecutor Daniel Bellemare to confirm he was zeroing in on Hizbullah and to confirm his interest in
Hizbullah operatives later named in the German magazine's article, said Bellemare's spokeswoman Radhia
Achouri. The tribunal's reply did not provide any information regarding the course of the investigation,
she added.
"That was the only contact as far as the Office of the Prosecutor is concerned, and I can say the same for
the Special Tribunal for Lebanon in general," Achouri told The Daily Star. "We are not the ones who are
going to be making the case through the media. When we want to say something, we will say it."
The tribunal will not comment about the veracity of Saturday's story or any other media report about the
investigation, she added.
"This investigation must remain confidential," she said. "We do not want to release any information that
might tip off people we don't want to tip off. It is still a murder investigation, and we do not want to tip off
the perpetrators. We did not say what it is that we are after.
"It's just another article. It's not the first; it's not the last. We do not get upset."
Follath said he had seen originals of the documents showing that detectives had identified Hizbullah
members as the culprits in the February 2005 killing that sparked a wave of mass protests leading to the
exit of Syrian troops from Lebanon after a 29-year presence, said an article in pan-Arab newspaper AshSharq al-Awsat on Wednesday. Many in Lebanon's March 14 political alliance have blamed Syria for
Hariri's assassination and other political killings, but Damascus has denied all accusations. Der Spiegel's
accusation of Hizbullah has provoked a mostly muted response from March 14 politicians.
Tribunal spokeswoman Achouri also said a story in Lebanese newspaper As-Safir was inaccurate in
reporting that Follath had copied his story from an article on the Syrian opposition Web site Al-Haqiqa.
Al-Haqiqa's article said the investigation centered on Islamist groups such as Fatah al-Islam and
speculated that the West would cut a deal with Syria to exculpate President Bashar Assad's regime,
Achouri added.
Meanwhile, Bellemare's inquiry continues, led by chief of investigations Nick Kaldas, an Australian
policeman born in Egypt who served for eight months in 2004 in Iraq as the US-led coalition's deputy
chief adviser to Iraqi police. Kaldas, who moved to Australia from Egypt when he was 12, left his position
as deputy police commissioner of Australia's New South Wales province to join Bellemare's team.
Another high-ranking tribunal official - registrar Robin Vincent - will be staying on for another month
because the UN has yet to find his successor, Vincent said. Vincent had announced he was resigning his
post at the end of April, but he has had to postpone that to the end of May and now to the end of June
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because the UN had not chosen his replacement, he added. The posting for his position has closed, and
the UN Office of Legal Affairs will conduct the hiring process, he said.
Contrary to some press reports, Vincent said he was leaving for professional reasons, although he would
not give any details. Vincent, 65, said he had received job offers since announcing his resignation but was
not leaving for another position. "I don't have anything else in mind. I don't have anything else in place,"
he said.
"You come to a point where you think the tribunal will proceed much quicker or better" without him,
added Vincent, who joined the nascent tribunal in August 2007 in New York. The tribunal opened its
doors in a suburb of Holland's The Hague on March 1.
Vincent said reports were false that he had been fired or had engaged in shouting matches with tribunal
colleagues, and he called the staff at the court "the best team I've ever had the privilege of working with."
Aside from the investigation, the tribunal is concentrating on raising funds for its 2010 estimated budget
of $65 million, Vincent said. Lebanon must pay 49 percent of the court's expenses, although spending
next year - as well as the $65 million budgeted for 2011 - could change markedly depending on the
progress made by Bellemare, Vincent added.
Of the remaining more than $30 million slated for 2010, the tribunal has received pledges for about $10
million, led by a US promise of about $6 million, Vincent said. Such a shortfall at this point in the
calendar year is not unusual for similar international tribunals, and the court will focus fundraising efforts
on the major contributors to the tribunal's first-year budget: the US, UK, France and Germany, he added.
"One likes to think that they will, obviously, repeat their commitments next year," he said.
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Lutheran World Relief
Wednesday, 27 May 2009
http://lwr.org/news/news.asp?LWRnewsDate=5/27/2009
Lutheran World Relief Applauds Bill for Peace and Reconciliation in Uganda
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) praises the introduction of legislation which would address the brutal,
decades-long violence of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in northern Uganda and neighboring
countries. Senators Russ Feingold (D-WI) and Sam Brownback (R-KS) and Representatives Jim
McGovern (D-MA), Brad Miller (D-NC), and Ed Royce (R-CA) introduced The Lord’s Resistance Army
Disarmament and Northern Uganda Recovery Act in the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives on
May 19, 2009.
The proposed legislation would require the Obama administration to craft an interagency strategy to
protect civilians, remove child soldiers from the conflict, and halt LRA violence. The legislation provides
emergency aid for people affected by LRA attacks throughout central Africa. It also authorizes additional
U.S. assistance for transparent and accountable recovery and reconciliation efforts in northern Uganda.
Recovery and reconciliation would particularly address tensions between communities in northern and
southern Uganda. Such efforts would also promote justice that recognizes victims and investigates human
rights violations.
Led by Joseph Kony, the LRA has launched attacks in northern Uganda for over twenty years. The
violence has killed thousands, displaced nearly two million people, and destabilized central Africa. The
LRA has kidnapped 66,000 children to serve as child soldiers and sexual slaves. In 2006, the LRA left
Uganda but continues its attacks in the Democratic Republic of Congo, southern Sudan, and the Central
African Republic.
“Lutheran World Relief is pleased to endorse this new piece of legislation,” said Annalise Romoser, LWR
Associate Director of Public Policy and Advocacy. “Smart investment in long-term recovery is essential if
the people of northern Uganda are to live with peace and dignity. Transitional justice initiatives and the
development of basic infrastructure such as food and water systems are crucial elements to lasting peace
and reconciliation in Uganda. Such investment from the United States will support the inspiring efforts of
northern Ugandans to return home and rebuild after decades of war and displacement.”
Peace negotiations between the Ugandan government and LRA have reduced violence in recent years but
Kony has refused to sign a final agreement. In December 2008, Ugandan, Congolese, and south Sudanese
militaries coordinated the Operation Lightning Thunder offensive against the LRA. Since then, the LRA
has retaliated by killing over 1,000 civilians and abducting more than 400 people.
Senator Russ Feingold, Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee on African Affairs,
emphasized the need for building on the peace negotiations. “If we are now to finally see this conflict to its
end, we need to commit to a proactive strategy to help end the threat posed by the LRA and support
reconstruction, justice, and reconciliation in northern Uganda.”
Lutheran World Relief has long called for peace in Uganda that protects the victims of violence and
allows them to rebuild their lives. LWR supports increased U.S. diplomatic and financial support for
peace talks between the Ugandan government and rebel leaders. LWR also promotes financial assistance
for the return of displaced Ugandans to their homes, reintegration of ex-combatants into society, and the
development of civilian local judicial systems.
For more information about LWR advocacy work on Uganda, contact Annalise Romoser at
advocacy@lwr.org.
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Voice of America
Wednesday, 27 May 2009
Sri Lanka Cleared of Rights Violations by UN
By Lisa Schlein
Geneva
Sri Lanka has received a clean bill of health from the UN Human Rights
Council, which adopted a resolution praising the government for its
humanitarian assistance to hundreds of thousands of internally displaced
Tamils. The resolution was approved by 29 nations, 12 voted against
and six abstained.
China, Cuba, Egypt and Pakistan were some of the 29 countries that
voted in favor of the resolution. All of the EU members of the Council,
plus Switzerland, Bosnia Herzegovina, Canada, Chile and Mexico voted
against.
Tamil civilians lie and sit on the
ground in the Manik Farm refugee
camp located on the outskirts of
northern Sri Lankan town of
Vavuniya, 26 May 2009

The two-day special session was convened so the UN Human Rights
Council could explore the human rights situation in Sri Lanka. The UN's
top human rights official and numerous rights and aid organizations
have accused both the Sri Lankan government and now vanquished
Tamil Tiger rebels of possible war crimes.

Their calls for an international, independent investigation into these allegations went unheeded. In fact,
the resolution praises Sri Lanka for its victory over the Tamil Tigers and it condemns the rebels for using
civilians as human shields.
The resolution also commends measures taken by Colombo to address the urgent needs of the Internally
Displaced Persons.
Aid agencies complain they are not being granted access to the 300,000
Tamils in Internment camps. But, the resolution supports the
government's decision to provide access as may be appropriate to
international humanitarian agencies.
The Sri Lankan Representative, Rajiva Wijesinho, thanked his friends
who understood and helped his country. He had fewer kind words for
some of the aid agencies.
"We would welcome the assistance of the UN, but we need to monitor
and make sure that there is not a cascading effect of people who are
making money from us," said Rajiva Wijesinho. "We want NGO's who
bring aid and many have done a wonderful job. But, we also do not
want people sitting around begging for the crumbs from the rich man's
table. That should go to our poor citizens. Not the NGO's, who have
done sub-contracting and sub-contracting beyond belief."

The first aerial view of the coastal
strip, a former war zone where the
Tamil rebels made their last stand,
videotaped by VOA

Canada's representative, Terry Cormier, did not disguise his country's disappointment at the outcome of
the session.
He said Canada and a cross-regional group of countries, which requested the special session, engaged in
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all possible effort to reach consensus on addressing the serious human rights and humanitarian situation
in Sri Lanka.
"We regret that our reasonable proposals were refused and that the credibility of the Council has been
further undermined by the result," said Terry Cormier. "Even more disappointing, the Council missed the
opportunity to send a united message of concern about the situation and support for the victims of the
conflict."
Cormier urged the Sri Lankan government to provide full, unimpeded access of humanitarian assistance to
the internally displaced camps. He said the government should allow more UN human rights monitors on
its territory to safeguard the rights of ethnic minorities.

