SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
OUTREACH AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

Members of the Mongolian Guard Force take part in traditional sports on
Sunday in a celebration of Mongolia’s National Day. See more photos
in today’s ‘Special Court Supplement’.

PRESS CLIPPINGS
Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and
related issues obtained by the Outreach and Public Affairs Office
as at:
Wednesday, 15 July 2009
Press clips are produced Monday through Friday.
Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact
Martin Royston-Wright

Ext 7217

2

Local News
Charles Taylor Describes His Indictment as ‘Lies’ / Awoko

Page 3

Defence Says Taylor Was Peacemaker Turned Scapegoat / PEEP!

Page 4

Taylor Labels Hague Case ‘Lies’ / The African Champion

Page 5

‘Deceit, Deception and Lies’…/ Concord Times

Page 6

‘Lies’- Taylor Labels Hague Case / The Exclusive

Page 7

Mr. Taylor Labels Hague Case Lies / The Independent Observer

Page 8

International News
Report From The Hague / BBC World Service Trust

Pages 9-10

Charles Taylor Defence to Resume / BBC Online

Page 11

Taylor Says Prosecution Case is Full of Misinformation and Rumours / Charlestaylortrial.org

Page 12

Charles Taylor: "I Am Not Guilty of All Charges" / Radio Netherlands Worldwide

Pages 13-14

Taylor Takes Stand in War Crimes Trial / UPI

Page 15

Liberian Diaspora Group Expresses Support for TRC Report / Voice of America

Pages 16-17

UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL

Pages 18-21

Guinea: Fears of Rebel Attack, MRU Summit Postponed / The Patriotic Vanguard

Page 22

Genocide Court jails Rwandan Man / BBC Online

Page 23

Kenya Cabinet Meets to Push Violence Tribunal / Reuters

Pages 24-25

Testimony of Contested Civil Party and Dramatic Twist by Defence…/ Ka-set

Pages 26-31

'ICC Still Committed to Capture Kony' / The New Vision

Page 32

David Tolbert Appointed to the Special Tribunal for Lebanon / Examiner

Page 33

The Battle for the International Criminal Court / Popmatters.com

Pages 34-35

Special Court Supplement
MONBATT celebration of Mongolia’s National Day, in Pictures

Pages 36-37

3

Awoko
Wednesday, 15 July 2009

4

PEEP!
Wednesday, 15 July 2009
Defence Says Taylor Was Peacemaker Turned Scapegoat

5

The African Champion
Wednesday, 15 July 2009

6

Concord Times
Wednesday, 15 July 2009

7

The Exclusive
Wednesday, 15 July 2009

8

The Independent Observer
Wednesday, 15 July 2009

9

BBC World Service Trust
Tuesday, 14 July 2009
Report from The Hague

NEWS SCRIPT (Eng)
JULY 14

INTRO :
The former Liberian president Charles Taylor has begun giving evidence at his war crimes trial in The
Hague. He denied prosecution claims that he was everything from a rapist to a terrorist and accused
witnesses of telling lies about him. He said he had no part in supporting the invasion of Sierra Leone by
RUF rebels nor did he ever receive so-called “blood diamonds” from them. The BBCWST Adolphus
Williams reports from The Hague.

After a trial lasting over two years, Charles Taylor is at last having his day in court. Dressed in a dark blue
suit and grey silk tie and wearing sun glasses for the morning session, he looked eager to take centre stage
as a witness in his own defence.
TAYLOR: I solemnly declare that I will speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.
My name is Dakpannah Dr. Charles Ghankay Taylor, the 21st President of the Republic of Liberia.
Questioned by his lawyer, Courtenay Griffiths, he vigorously denied the charges made against him by a
succession of prosecution witnesses – that he was a murderer, had practised cannibalism and encouraged
rape and mutilation.
TAYLOR: I am not guilty of all of these charges, not even a minute part of these charges. I cannot
understand how some of these people were brought to the point to tell some of the lies that I have heard
sitting over there. It’s impossible! It’s impossible what I have heard here where humans can come, and in
an organized fashion lie – lie and lie and lie. I just don’t understand it. There is no way, I am not guilty of
any of these.
WILLIAMS: Mr Taylor was asked a number of times about his alleged support for the RUF rebels in
Sierra Leone. He admitted hearing reports of mutilations and other atrocities but said he could not
understand why such things were happening and it was nonsense to suggest that he would embark on such
a venture when he was fully occupied in re-building his own country, Liberia, after seven years of civil
war.
TAYLOR: It is impossible; in fact it is just incredible that on the one hand I’m trying to work with Liberia
with all of my own difficulties, working with my colleagues trying to bring peace, and at the same time
getting involved in trying to order, plan or execute some action in Sierra Leone on January 6th.
Impossible. It could not have happened, I had no knowledge of it and was outraged, as were all of my
colleagues in ECOWAS, upon hearing of this terrible thing that happened. We could not understand it.
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WILLIAMS: In response to a question about his attitude towards USA, Mr. Taylor said he had no
personal problem with America, but he added, America has not been a friend it ought to have been to
Liberia. Mr. Taylor denied prosecution claim that he enrich himself through corruption.
TAYLOR: We are 150-odd years old and Liberia doesn’t have a fitting highway, and all this nonsense
about corruption – where’s the, how do you get corrupt with what you do not have? I’ve heard the
prosecution talking about me having a hundred million, I challenge them here now, and they were before
this court in Europe. Let them produce one account – lies, rumours. So this whole thing, there’s nothing in
Liberia, not even a fitting highway there, and America is capable of doing it, and I think they should.
WILLIAMS: One of the key prosecution witnesses’ claim is that Mr Taylor’s price for supplying the
RUF with weapons was the regular shipment of so-called “blood diamonds”. “This is a lie,” said the
former president, “a diabolical lie.”
Charles Taylor is expected to give evidence for several weeks and in order to lessen the strain on the
defendant, the judges have agreed that during his testimony, the court will sit for only four days a week.
This is the first time such a consideration has been shown to a witnesses during the trial.
AW, BBCWST, The Hague
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BBC Online
Wednesday, 15 July 2009
Charles Taylor defence to resume
Former Liberian President Charles Taylor is due to continue his defence at
a war crimes tribunal in The Hague.
Mr Taylor appeared in the witness box at his trial for the first time on
Tuesday, dismissing the charges against him as "lies".
He is accused of having armed and directed rebel groups during the civil
war in neighbouring Sierra Leone.
He denies 11 counts, including murder, terrorism, rape and torture, at the Charles Taylor denies backing
rebels during the civil war
UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone.
An estimated 500,000 people were killed, mutilated or suffered other atrocities in the 1991-2002 civil war.
Some of the worst crimes were committed by child soldiers who were drugged to desensitise them.
Mr Taylor is the first African leader to be tried by an international court.
'Deceit and deception'
Testifying on Tuesday for the first time since his trial began more than two years ago, he told the court he
had only wanted to bring peace to Liberia's West African neighbour.
He denied being

CHARLES TAYLOR CHARGES

involved in atrocities
committed by
Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) rebels
during the civil war.
"I am not guilty of
these charges, not even
a minute part of these
charges," he said. "This
whole case is a case of
deceit, deception and

Violation of humanitarian law: Conscripting child soldiers
Crimes against humanity: Terrorising civilians, murder, rape, sexual slavery,
enslavement
War crimes: Violence to life and cruel treatment (including hacking off limbs) pillage

lies."
Prosecutors have called 91 witnesses in pressing their case that Mr Taylor provided arms, money and
support to Sierra Leone rebels in exchange for diamonds.
The defence says Mr Taylor could not have managed a rebel operation in Sierra Leone while also running
affairs of state in Liberia.
Mr Taylor is the first of 249 witnesses the defence has said it may call.
The trial was moved to the Netherlands from Sierra Leone's capital, Freetown, amid fears it could create
instability there and in neighbouring Liberia.
A verdict in the case is expected some time in 2010.
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Charlestaylortrial.org (The Hague)
Tuesday, 14 July 2009
Sierra Leone: Taylor Says Prosecution Case is Full of Misinformation and Rumors
Alpha Sesay

The Hague — Former Liberian President Charles Taylor today dismissed prosecution case against him as
full of "disinformation, misinformation, lies and rumors" when he took the stand at the Special Court for
Sierra Leone as the first witness in his defense.
When asked by his defense counsel, Courtenay Griffiths, what he thought about the charges against him,
Taylor responded that they are "quite incredible, very unfortunate." Taylor said he has fought all his life
to pursue justice and that the prosecution's characterization of him was "completely false."
Taylor also dismissed ideas that he formented war in Sierra Leone and highlighted his role as a
peacemaker. He would have to be a "superman" to run his country as president, control insurgency in his
own country, while planning and ordering the commission of crimes in neighboring Sierra Leone, he said.
Instead, he invested his energy into fixing his war-torn country and helping other Economic Community
of West African States (ECOWAS) leaders to attain peace in Sierra Leone. Taylor said that for all times
that he was in contact with RUF leaders in Sierra Leone, he did so with the consent of ECOWAS leaders.
Taylor denied allegations of any association with former RUF leader Foday Sankoh and emphasized that
he had no knowledge of earlier RUF plans to attack Sierra Leone in 1991. He was "outraged" when he
heard the RUF invaded Freetown on January 6, 1999 after all his work to secure peace.
Taylor also "could not understand" why he was handed over to the Special Court after his ECOWAS
peers told him they would work to quash his indictment.
Taylor's admitted to earlier associations with the RUF. Between August 1991 to May 1992, there was
cooperation between the RUF and NPFL because the two groups were fighting against a common enemy,
the United Liberation Movement for Democracy (ULIMO), a group Taylor claims was supported by the
then government of Sierra Leone under the leadership of Joseph S. Momoh. Mr. Taylor denied ever
receiving diamonds from RUF rebels or providing them with arms and ammunition.
Mr. Taylor explained that he led a rebellion as leader of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL)
because the then president of the country, Samuel K Doe was leading a "violent campaign against the
country." He said that elections were stolen by Samuel Doe and it therefore became necessary to restore
order and democracy in Liberia.
Mr. Taylor admitted that during the conflict in Liberia, his NPFL rebels committed some atrocities but
that perpetrators were tried under military law and those found guilty were executed.
Much of today's testimony, however, described Taylor's early years, from childhood through to his role as
a student leader during the coup d'etat in Liberia in April 1980.
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide
Tuesday, 14 July 2009
Charles Taylor: "I am not guilty of all charges"
By Hermione Gee
The Hague,
Netherlands

Former warlord Charles Taylor protested his innocence today during his first day of testimony at the
Special Court for Sierra Leone in The Hague.
Former warlord Charles Taylor protested his innocence today during his first day of testimony at the
Special Court for Sierra Leone in The Hague.

“I, Charles Ghankay Taylor, am not guilty of all these charges. Not even a minute part of these charges.
This whole case is about ‘Let’s get Taylor. Destroy him, bring him down.’ Haven’t they had their pound
of flesh yet? I am not guilty of all these charges”
Addressing the Court’s four judges, the former Liberian president looked relaxed and confident, barely
pausing or hesitating as he took the court through a potted history of 20th century West African politics.
At one point Presiding Judge Richard Lussick asked him to slow down to allow the court stenographer to
keep up.
Taylor is charged with 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity. Although he never set foot
in Sierra Leone until his 2006 arrest, the prosecution alleges that he supported, ordered and condoned
atrocities – including murder, rape, amputations, sexual slavery and the use of child soldiers - committed
by Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels during the country’s civil war.
During the prosecutorial phase of the trial, Chief Prosecutor Stephen Rapp alleged that Taylor provided
the RUF with weapons in exchange for “mayonnaise jars” filled with diamonds.
“There’s not one person who speaks the truth who can say I, Charles Ghankay Taylor dealt with the RUF,
taking diamonds for arms. Never, ever. Whether it’s mayonnaise jars, or coffee jars, or whatever jars. It’s
a lie, it’s a diabolical lie. Never.”
He admitted to providing “small amounts” of weapons and ammunition to the RUF between August 1991
and May 1992 so that they would help Taylor’s National Patriotic Front of Liberia secure the country’s
borders against attack. But he said it would have been impossible for him to exercise control over the
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events in Sierra Leone.
Taylor also admitted to negotiating with RUF rebels after being elected to Liberia’s presidency in 1997,
but only at the request of other African heads of state who were trying to bring an end to Sierra Leone’s
bloody civil war, he said.
“Upon being elected, jokingly, my colleagues said to me, we have a problem continuing in Sierra Leone
and you are an old rebel so you know how to deal with rebels….So I laughed and said, I’m no longer a
rebel but I can do what I can to help so I was placed on the committee…to help bring peace to Sierra
Leone.”
Taylor’s testimony is expected to continue for at least another 6 weeks.
He has been held by the court since 2006 after being arrested in Nigeria where he had spent three years in
enforced exile.
The trial is being conducted by the UN-backed Sierra Leone Tribunal in Sierra Leone’s capital Freetown
but Taylor’s case was moved to the ICC premises in The Hague for fear that his appearance in an African
courtroom could destabilize Sierra Leone and Liberia.

It’s unlikely that a verdict will be reached for at least another year.
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UPI
Tuesday, 14 July 2009
Taylor takes stand in war crimes trial
THE HAGUE, Netherlands, July 14 (UPI) -- Former Liberian despot Charles Taylor testified on his own
behalf Tuesday as the first defense witness in his war crimes trial at The Hague, Netherlands.
Taylor, 61, in his first statement to the court, denied accusations that he was a killer and terrorist, CNN
reported.
The former Liberian president has pleaded not guilty to 11 counts, including murder, sexual slavery,
terrorism and torture. He is being tried by the special Court for Sierra Leone.
"It is quite incredible that such descriptions of me would come about. Very, very, very unfortunate that
the prosecution -- because of this information, misinformation, lies, rumors -- would associate me with
such titles or descriptions," he said. "I am none of those, have never been, and will never be, whether they
think so or not."
The prosecution, which has rested its case, accused Taylor of arming and commanding rebel groups to
boost his sway in West Africa and to seize area encompassing diamond mines in neighboring Sierra
Leone, The New York Times reported.
Taylor, once one of Africa's most notorious warlords, was president of Liberia from 1997 to 2003 and was
subsequently forced into exile.
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Voice of America
Wednesday, 15 July 2009
Liberian Diaspora Group Expresses Support for TRC Report
By James Butty

A Liberian Diaspora group is calling for the full implementation of the final report and
recommendations of Liberia’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC).
In a teleconference held in the United States, the group, Liberia Human Rights
Campaign said it plans to work with other civil society organizations in and outside
Liberia to drum up support for the TRC report.
The Truth Commission was established in 2003 to identify
the root causes of the Liberian conflict from 1979 to 2003
and determine those responsible for crimes against the
Liberian people.
Among its recommendations, the TRC called for the
prosecution of all warring faction leaders and 98 other
associates for gross human rights violations and war crimes
during the country’s 14-year civil war.

Liberian boy passes in front of
a sign illustrating the reasons
behind the creation of a Truth
and Reconciliation Commission
for Liberia

It also recommends that President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and
51 others be banned from holding future political offices for
allegedly financing and giving political support to warring
factions.

Patrick Tuon, moderator of the teleconference, reminded
the participants about the seriousness and implications of the final TRC report.
“We should indeed be reminded that those who are responsible to implement this
report are the same people the report is targeting. So there will be a high degree of
reluctance on their part…this can happen if we, members of the civil society remain
silence,” Tuon said.
Most participants like Ben Davis of Colombia, Maryland agreed with the TRC
recommendation to ban President Sirleaf and others from holding future political
offices.
But Davis said the president and all elected officials recommended to be banned should
be allowed to serve out their current terms.
“I believe that those people who have been elected, they should serve their terms
because it would quite undemocratic for people to remove them. But those who were
appointed should vacate their posts immediately,” he said.
Edith Kpor of Philadelphia sounded what seems to be the fear of some about
implementing the truth commission’s report.
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“In order for us to even have this discussion we should have a better plan of
intervention because those people are criminals already. If we start anything they will
try to bring another problem in the country, and our poor people that have no way, that
are stuck in Liberia will be again in the hands of those people,” Kpor said.
In the end, the group agreed to form themselves under the umbrella of the Liberia
Human Rights Campaign. They said they would hold mass rallies and launch a letter
writing campaign to generate public support for the TRC report.
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf’s office said the president had no comment yet as she
was still studying the 370-page report.
But some warring factions, including Lewis Brown, former foreign minister in Charles
Taylor’s
government said the report was biased and politically
motivated.
“What we have is a Truth and Reconciliation Commission
largely motivated for selfish political objectives. They are
now recommending punitive measures against individuals
they did not provide an opportunity to face their accusers
or to confront evidence of alleged wrongdoing,” Brown said.
In another development, the International Contact Group
on Liberia has called on Liberians to be responsible in their
comments on the report.
In a statement, the group appealed to Liberians to desist
from making inflammatory statements that might incite
violence.

Former Liberian President
Charles Taylor sits in
courtroom prior to hearing of
witnesses in trial in The
Hague, 08 Jan 2008

Meanwhile, the Liberian Senate is expected to begin reviewing the final TRC report this
Thursday.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 14 July 2009
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
07/14/2009 10:04:10
Defense Says Taylor was Peacemaker Turned Scapegoat
The Hague, Jul 14, 2009 (CharlesTaylorTrial.org/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- Charles
Taylor is not a war criminal but a peacemaker turned scapegoat by the international community. This
was the message put forward by Taylor's defense in its opening statement today. Charles Taylor's
lawyer told a packed courtroom today that his client will declare his trial "political" and "set the
historical record straight" that he was trying to bring peace, not foment war. According to Courtenay
Griffiths, lead defense counsel, Taylor was a peacemaker. He was acting at the behest of West
African states and the United Nations to broker peace between the warring factions in neighboring
Sierra Leone, negotiate with rebels to set free abducted UN peacekeepers, and usher one of the
most prominent rebel leaders, Sam Bockarie, out of Sierra Leone to help calm the conflict. Taylor
took on this peacemaking role as the leader of the "Committee of Five," a group set up by the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) designed to bring peace to Sierra Leone.

Liberia's Taylor calls war crimes charges 'lies'
Source: AFP World News / English Date: July 14, 2009
THE HAGUE, July 14, 2009 (AFP) Former Liberian president Charles Taylor called charges of war crimes against him "lies" on Tuesday
as he took the stand for the first time at his landmark trial in The Hague. "This whole case is a case
of deceit, deception, lies," the former warlord told the court, rejecting all accusations stemming from
the brutal 1991-2001 civil war in neighbouring Sierra Leone. "I am not guilty of all of these charges,
not even a minute part of the charges." Taylor, the first African leader to be tried before an
international tribunal, told the judges he had sought to broker peace in Sierra Leone and not fuel
war. He is accused of arming, training and controlling Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) rebels in exchange for so-called "blood diamonds." He faces 11 charges for murder, rape,
conscripting child soldiers, enslavement and pillaging. The RUF is blamed for the mutilation of
thousands of civilians who had their hands and arms severed in one of the most brutal wars in
modern history, which claimed some 120,000 lives.

Charles Taylor Defends Himself
Jul 14, 2009 (allAfrica.com/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- Former Liberian leader Charles
Taylor is scheduled to take the witness stand this week to testify in his own defence at his trial on
charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity arising from the civil war in Sierra Leone. The
Special Court for Sierra Leone has announced that Taylor's defence lawyer, Courtenay Griffiths QC,
is expected to deliver his opening statement on Monday. Taylor is not expected to give evidence
before Tuesday. Taylor is being tried in The Hague, in the Netherlands, as a result of concerns about
regional security if he is tried in Sierra Leone. He faces 11 charges including murder, rape, sexual
violence, using child soldiers, enslavement, looting and terrorizing and imposing collective
punishments on civilians. Human Rights Watch reports that the charges relate primarily to Taylor's
alleged role as a major backer of the Sierra Leone rebel group, the Revolutionary United Front
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(RUF), and his alleged association with a second warring faction, the Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council (AFRC).

International Clips on West Africa
Charles Taylor: layman preacher and feared warlord
Source: AFP World News / English Date: July 14, 2009
THE HAGUE, July 14, 2009 (AFP) - Former Liberian president Charles Taylor, who took the stand to
defend himself at his war crimes trial in The Hague Tuesday, was once one of Africa's most feared
warlords. The 61-year-old who has compared himself to Jesus has been charged with a gruesome list
of acts allegedly ordered during Sierra Leone's 1991-2001 civil war, one of the most brutal in
modern history. Testifying at the UN-backed Special Tribunal for Sierra Leone, he called the 11
charges for murder, rape, conscripting child soldiers, enslavement and pillaging against him "lies".
"This whole case is a case of deceit, deception, lies," Taylor said. "I am not guilty of all of these
charges, not even a minute part of the charges." The trial tops a life marked by deep involvement in
conflicts that blighted several African countries.

Guinea junta threatens doubters with arrest
Source: AFP World News / English Date: July 14, 2009
CONAKRY, July 14, 2009 (AFP) - The head of Guinea's junta has threatened to arrest anyone who
contradicts his recent claim that hostile forces have deployed on the country's borders, preparing to
attack. Neighbouring states Senegal and Guinea-Bissau have vehemently denied the allegations,
which opponents of the junta have dismissed as a pretext to renege on a promise to hold elections
later this year. "All those who try to contradict my views concerning the presence of hostile troops
near our borders will be placed under arrest and prosecuted," military leader Captain Moussa Dadis
Camara told state television and radio late Monday. Guinea put its army on alert Sunday after
Camara said troops financed by drugs traffickers had massed along the border to invade.

Ivorian Leader And UN Envoy Discuss Peace Process

Jul 13, 2009 (UN News Service/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- The top United Nations envoy
to Cote d'Ivoire has held talks with the President of the West African nation on progress made in the
peace process, including voter identification and registration, as well as the upcoming long-awaited
presidential elections. During yesterday's meeting in the capital, Yamoussoukro, with President
Laurent Gbagbo, the Secretary-General's Special Representative, Y. J. Choi, congratulated the
Ivorian Government for its identification and voter registration scheme, which wrapped up on 30
June. With 6.5 million voters having been identified or registered, Mr. Choi said the operation
"constitutes a solid basis to accelerate the crisis resolution process." The stalled elections, scheduled
for 29 November, present an "exceptional window of opportunity," he told Mr. Gbagbo. Financing for
the polls has been secured and the political will needed is in place, with technical, management and
planning issues being the remaining challenges, the Special Representative said. In his latest report
on the work of the UN Operation in Cote d'Ivoire (UNOCI), Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon stressed
that Cote d'Ivoire's political parties have the responsibility for ensuring that the elections are held on
time and are free, fair and transparent.

Local Media – Newspaper

Former President Taylor Brands War Crimes Case as 'Lies'
(New Democrat, National Chronicle, Daily Observer, The News, The Analyst, New Vision, Heritage, The Inquirer,
The Informer, The Independent, The Parrot)

•
•
•

Former President Charles Taylor has dismissed as "lies" the war crimes charges against him.
Mr. Taylor denied 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity including terrorism,
murder, rape and torture, at the Special Court for Sierra Leone sitting in The Hague.
The former President is accused of having armed and directed rebel groups from Liberia to
seize control of Sierra Leone’s diamond riches.
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•

His testimony is expected to last for several weeks with over 200 witnesses slated to testify
for the defense.

U.S. Embassy Dismisses Claims of Meeting between President Obama and Local War
Crimes Court Advocate
(The News, The Independent, New Vision, The Informer, National Chronicle, The Analyst, Daily Observer)

•
•
•
•

The United States Embassy near Monrovia has dismissed reports that war crimes advocate,
Mulbah Morlu met with President Barack Obama in Ghana.
According to a U.S. Embassy statement issued in Monrovia, no such meeting or conversation
was held between the two men.
Media reports had quoted Mr. Morlu as saying that he met with President Obama in Ghana
and presented a statement pressing for parties to respect the final recommendations of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Liberia (TRC).
The report further quoted Morlu as saying he had requested the U.S. support for the
establishment of a war crimes court in Liberia.

International Contact Group on Liberia commends TRC
(The News, The Inquirer, The Analyst)

•
•
•
•

The International Contact Group on Liberia has commended the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of Liberia (TRC) for its final report saying it is stimulating intense and interested
debate healthy for reconciliation and peace.
The ICGL members urged Liberians to be responsible in their comments and condemned
threats against TRC Commissioners
They said it was now up to the Liberians to decide how to implement the recommendations of
the TRC in accordance with Liberian law.
The ICGL encouraged the establishment of the Independent National Human Rights
Commission to follow up on the recommendations of the TRC.

Mittal Steel, Sapo National Park Probe Begins Today
(Daily Observer)

•
•

•

A 44-man fact-finding mission is expected to leave Monrovia for Nimba and Sinoe counties to
investigate operations in Nimba relative to the preservation of flora and fauna and illegal
squatters at Sapo National Park.
The Acting Managing Director of Forestry Development Authority (FDA), Mr. Kederick F.
Johnson, who is heading the mission to Nimba County, said the four-day assessment of Mittal
Steel's operations is to find out whether Mittal Steel's operations are destroying the flora and
fauna.
In a related development another 34-member delegation headed by Lands, Mines and Energy
Minister, Eugene Shannon is also expected to leave Monrovia today for the Sapo National
Park. The mission is to evict squatters at the National Park in Sinoe County.

Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am)

Former President Taylor Brands War Crimes Case as 'Lies'
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Justice Minister Dismisses Reports of “Living in Fear”
• Justice Minister Christiana Tah has dismissed media report that she’s living in fear.
• Minister Tah was reacting to reports that she has been threatened by an ex-police officer,
Yekeh Kolubah.
• Addressing a news conference on Monday, the new Justice Minister clarified she would never
operate in fear and at no time was her life or that of a family member threatened by the expolice officer.
• Meanwhile, the Justice Minster has called for honest and accurate reporting of stories on the
Justice Ministry.
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(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

U.S. Embassy Dismisses Claims of Meeting between President Obama and Local War
Crimes Court Advocate
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Senate Rejects Labor Minister-Designate
• Labor Minister-designate, Tiawon Gongloe has for the second time in less than a being
rejected by the Senate.
• Counselor Gongloe was rejected last week on grounds that he was not suitable for the job.
• Following his rejection, seven Senators took exception to the action and announced a motion
for reconsideration which was defeated today.
• Correspondents say the Counselor was rejected today for what most Senators termed as his
part in the “miscarriage of justice” during his tenure as Solicitor General.
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

International Contact Group on Liberia commends TRC
Four Arrested in Bong for Attacking DEA Officers
• Police in Bong County have arrested 14 persons in connection with an attack on the Drug
Enforcement Agency (DEA in which two persons were seriously wounded.
• The attack allegedly took place while officers of the DEA were en-route to Nyenwrolo Town to
destroy ten marijuana farms.
• According to the DEA, during the attack on the officers, the citizens made away with over
eight bags of Marijuana as well as 650 Marijuana trees that were seized from the town.
****
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The Patriotic Vanguard
Wednesday, 15 July 2009
Guinea: Fears of rebel attack, MRU summit postponed
By Gibril Koroma
According to unimpeachable sources in and out of Guinea-Conakry, that country’s leader, Captain
Moussa Dadis Camara (photo) has ordered the Guinean armed
forces to be on the alert as there are rumours that Guinean
dissdents have assembled in neighbouring countries to allegedly
launch an attack and remove the Dadis junta.
These rumours are so persistent that a Mano River Union
meeting scheduled for Tuesday is said to have been postponed.
In fact the Guinean authorities announced last Saturday that they
have information that dissidents are planning to attack the
country from one or more of its borders and that groups of them
are awaiting orders to attack Guinea from Cote d’Ivoire, Liberia, Guinea Bissau, Sierra Leone and the
Casamance region of Senegal. Conakry is said to be very tense as wild rumours continue to swirl around
the capital.
The MRU summit which should have taken place from the 14th to the 15th of July was supposed to have
been held in Monrovia July 10 but Dadis, apparently fearing for his safety, refused to go to Liberia and
the heads of state subsequently decided to hold the meeting in Conakry. Liberia’s president is the current
MRU chair.
The presidents of some of the MRU member countries like Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf of Liberia and Laurent
Gbagbo of Cote d’Ivoire did not show up in Conakry on Monday but Ernest Koroma of Sierra Leone did
show up. Koroma however had to use the opportunity to discuss bilateral issues with the Guinean leaders
in the aftermath of the postponement of the meeting.
The Dadis junta has been under heavy and intense criticism by Guineans in and out of the country in the
last couple of weeks and several protests against his regime have been held in a number of European
countries and more are planned. He is accused of mass human rights abuses and clownish and
embarassing behaviour on TV and other public fora. He is also said to be so security conscious and
paranoid that he normally works at night and sleeps in the day. Coups and rebel attacks in Africa usually
take place at night or early in the morning.
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Tuesday, 14 July 2009
Genocide court jails Rwandan man
A UN court has sentenced the former governor of the Rwandan capital, Kigali,
to life in prison for his role in the 1994 genocide.

The international court, which is based in Arusha, Tanzania,
convicted Tharcisse Renzaho on five counts including genocide,
rape and murder.
Prosecutors said Renhazo played a central role in the mass
killings.
Some 800,000 people, most of them Tutsis, were killed by Hutu
extremists during the genocide.

Some 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus
were killed in 1994

Renzaho was in control of the capital's police force and local officials at the time and was accused of
inciting the violence.
Prosecutors said he ordered the setting up of road blocks where Tutsis were targeted and distributed
arms used during the killings.
He was also convicted for the massacre of more than 100 Tutsis at a church in the centre of Kigali,
AFP reported.
"Renzaho played an important part in connection with the commencement and cessation of the
operation," said the UN court's judge, Erik Mose.
Appeal planned
Mr Mose said Renzaho also had a role in the removal of the bodies, adding that he "made remarks
encouraging the sexual abuse of [Tutsi] women".
After the genocide Renhazo fled to the Democratic Republic of Congo, where he was arrested in 2002.
He has denied the charges against him and his lawyer said he would appeal against the verdict.
"He is innocent - he did his best to save people," Francois Cantier was quoted as telling reporters after
the sentencing.
"He never wanted rapes to be committed."
Reporters in court said Renzaho took notes as the verdict was read out and express no emotion.
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda has made 39 judgements, six of them acquittals.
It was initially due to complete the prosecutions by the end of 2008.
But the Security Council recently gave the court until the end of 2010 to finish the trials.
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Tuesday, 14 2009
Kenya cabinet meets to push violence tribunal
By Wangui Kanina
(Reuters) - Kenya's cabinet met on Tuesday to kick-start plans for a local tribunal to try perpetrators of
last year's post-election violence and prevent the case going to the International Criminal Court (ICC) in
the Hague.
The coalition government of President Mwai Kibaki and Prime Minister Raila Odinga is under pressure
from foreign donors and Kenyans to punish masterminds of the worst bloodletting in the east African
nation's post-independence history.
But more than a year after the end of the violence, which killed at least 1,300 people and uprooted
300,000, the government has still been unable to push through parliament a proposal for a special local
court.
Crisis mediator Kofi Annan applied pressure last week by handing over a sealed envelope containing 10
names of high-ranking suspects to the ICC prosecutor.
That move has panicked Kenyan political circles, especially as the names of at least two sitting ministers
are believed to be in the envelope. Justice for the 2008 violence is viewed as essential to ensuring stability
in the region's economic powerhouse which faces another election in 2012.
A government statement said Cabinet considered two proposals -- one to amend the constitution allowing
for the court, and another formally establishing the "Special Tribunal."
"Both bills were discussed and a special session of cabinet will be held next week to discuss the way
forward after cabinet members have had time to study the two proposed bills," it said.
One political source told Reuters it was a stormy session.
ICC READY TO TAKE CASE In neighbouring Uganda, ICC prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo said he
expects to receive Annan's envelope on return to Geneva this week, but did not say whether he would
publicise the names.
"I will open the envelope, I will read, I will understand what the commission was discussing and then I
will seal it again," he said, referring to the government-appointed Waki Commission which came up with
the list.
"I will not use it again, because I have to collect my own evidence and make my own conclusions...This is
just preparation for me, the envelope is just an advice, it is not mandatory."
Moreno-Ocampo intends to take on the case for the ICC if Kenya fails to set up a local court.
Some of the witnesses who testified at the Waki inquiry on the clashes, which reared after Odinga accused
Kibaki of stealing the presidential poll, have told local media they have received death threats and are in
hiding.
Kibaki and Odinga failed in a previous attempt to push the tribunal measure through parliament.
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Legislators shot it down for a mixture of reasons, some from self-interest and others because they thought
a local tribunal would be a whitewash, analysts say.
Kenyans are far from convinced their government would arrest and charge guilty parties due to
widespread lack of faith in the judiciary, and traditional impunity among the political class.
"The idea of forming a local tribunal for post-election violence suspects is great but then we have all seen
the outcome of such things before, nothing," Nairobi resident Clara Mtini wrote in a letter to a local
newspaper.
"We want justice and if it means going to The Hague so be it. (Additional reporting by Justin Dralaze;
Editing by Andrew Cawthorne and Angus MacSwan)
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Ka-set (Cambodia)
Tuesday, 14 July 2009

Testimony of contested civil party and dramatic twist by defence adjourns the hearing
By Stéphanie Gée

Kambol (Phnom Penh, Cambodia). 13/07/2009: Mam Nay, alias Chan, 76 years old, former chief interrogator at
S-21, came warmly-clothed as a witness in Duch’s trial
©Stéphanie Gée
Mrs. Nam Mon – civil party whom the Trial Chamber started hearing on Thursday July 9th – continued on Monday
July 13th to deliver a confused testimony in which serious doubts kept transpiring as to her detention in S-21, then
Prey Sar. Something the accused, Duch, did not fail to highlight. When the much-awaited Mam Nay, who was the
head of the interrogation unit at Tuol Sleng prison, succeeded her at the stand, the defence put the Chamber in an
awkward position by arguing, in light of the request by the office of the co-Prosecutors to introduce in case file no. 1
the concept of joint criminal enterprise, that the witness may be prosecuted and must therefore be duly informed of
his rights…
A succinct medical training
Mrs. Nam Mon, who introduced herself as a former nurse at S-21 where she was then detained and several relatives
of hers died, was assisted by a representative of TPO, a psychological support NGO, who stayed by her side
throughout her testimony on Monday. She never seemed overwhelmed by her emotions and remained harshly severe
while she testified. The photograph of a man that had upset her so much on Thursday July 9th was shown to her
again, and this time, she said she was ready to identify him: it was her father. The screen then showed the pictures of
her mother, an older brother, a younger brother, her dead father, with the mention of the date of November 9th 1977,
her sister-in-law and an older brother, which all accompanied her civil party application. But why was her father
photographed dead? The question was not asked.
What did she do in S-21? “I took care of the sick and I saw that prisoners were interrogated and hit. I did not witness
it directly, but I saw the blood and wounds on the bodies of the prisoners I had to care for.” She did not see any dead
prisoner. She specified she took care only of adults in the prison building where she was assigned at age 15, in 1975.
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No, she did not know anything about blood drawing or physical experimentations that were allegedly performed on
detainees.
When judge Cartwright asked her to describe the medical training she received before taking her post, Nam Mon
hardly said much: “I was taught to distribute medication and take care of the sick.” The illiterate woman explained
the medication was “simple” and her team prescribed vitamins or, most often, Parecetamol. Once these stocks of
medication inherited from the former regime were exhausted, they used “traditional remedies” which were delivered
to them. In response to a question from the defence, she later specified that the training was given in a house located
“near radio station no. 5.”
Nam Mon specified that only cadres were sent to the “special” building where she worked, and that was where her
father ended up after his arrest.
A civil party that did not say everything, out of fear
Returning to the photographs of her deceased relatives, bearing captions handwritten by her lawyer and dictated by
her, as the civil party confirmed, judge Lavergne noted a few confusions. On one picture, it was written that it
represented her cousin, whom she earlier presented in court as her older brother. Nam Mon explained: “Actually, I
didn’t say at first that it was my older brother because I felt ill-at-ease with the idea that all my brothers had been
imprisoned. That’s why I said it was my cousin…” On another, under the photograph of the man she claimed to be
her father, it was written that it was one of her brothers. “It is actually the photograph of my father. […] I originally
identified him as my brother because I hadn’t properly realised it was my father.”
Strange justification for a change of identity
The civil party, officially known under the name of Nam Mon, used another identity under the Khmer Rouge, that of
Roeun Chantha. Why? “I used that name to try and hide my parents’ origin. I therefore took the name of my
godmother. […] If I had kept my father’s name or a name close to my parents’, I would have been killed,” she
explained. Why would she have worried about such a possibility from 1975, when her father was not yet in suspected
by the Angkar and her relatives appeared to be well-placed in the Khmer Rouge hierarchy? The question was not
asked to her. Her reply sounded even stranger when, a little later, she recognised that “some combatants” did know
that two of her brothers were employed as guards at the same prison where she worked. This time, the judge
wondered: “How did they know that since you no longer used the same name as them?” “People knew because my
uncle and father had let it be known at the beginning. Some people who had worked with my father in logistics were
also in S-21. That’s how some could know I was my father’s daughter. But they tried to hide my identity as soon as
‘Brother of the East’ [another alias of Duch] arrived at S-21 and they called me ‘Chantha.’”
Nam Mon does not know all of her file
A biographical data sheet relating to someone called Yarn Yoeun was added to her civil party application. Was that
person known to the civil party? Nam Mon thought of her father, but when the judge read to her what was written on
it, that is the man was arrested late 1976, while she repeated that her father was imprisoned only late 1977, Nam Mon
was lost and stated she did not know who it was.
Duch, “more handsome back then”
During her two years of work at the prison, Nam Mon claimed, in response to the co-Prosecutors, she met no staff
members other than her colleagues of the medical team. She was authorised to work only in one of the prison
buildings, the one where cadres were imprisoned, and could not circulate freely in the compound. She knew no cadre
at S-21, but was aware “there was one person called ‘Brother of the East.’” Invited to identify the accused, she stated:
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“I believe he was indeed ‘Brother of the East’ but back then, he was more handsome than today.” She saw him almost
every fortnight, but ignored at the time he was the one in charge of the prison.
An uncle killed under her eyes
She then recalled a scene, that occurred “one day at 6pm” and which she was able to observe from the third floor of
the building where she worked: “I saw my uncle Hoeun be beaten and Brother of the East hit him [on the back of his
neck] with a metal rod of about 50cm […] under a coconut tree, outside of the compound,” at the back of the building
where she was. “Afterwards, I was blamed for not doing my work well, but actually, I believe it was because I’d seen
my uncle’s execution.”

Kambol (Phnom Penh, Cambodia). 13/07/2009: Nam Mon, during her testimony at Duch’s trial, with a member of
NGO TPO by her side
©Stéphanie Gée

She said she met Duch outside of work, at the house of her uncle – “who was still an important person in her division
and both had been friends” –, at two parties the latter had organised at his home. “If your uncle was a friend of the
accused, why do you think he killed him?”, the international co-Prosecutor asked her. “I could not find out if they
were very close friends…”
Taking care of the detainees so they can continue their confessions
“What instructions were you given?”, the international co-Prosecutor asked her. “Do my best to take care of the
patients so they can be strong and continue their confessions. I didn’t understand why those in a very bad state could
not receive any care, only those with light wounds…”
An uncle escaped, then the rest of the family was arrested
Then interrogated by her co-lawyer Silke Studzinsky, Nam Mon reported htat until her arrest, she used to go and visit
her uncle Hoeun, the one who put her up in Phnom Penh and sent her to medical training. She used to meet him
“frequently” until she was arrested. One night, she and the other members of her family discussed at that uncle’s
house an escape plan that only uncle Sem attempted. The latter managed to fly to the United States, where he still
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lives.
Nam Mon, witness to another execution
Before her lawyer, she suddenly remembered also seeing the execution of her other uncle, Keth, beaten by “Brother
of the East” in the same way and at the same place as his younger brother, uncle Hoeun. Judge Lavergne then
inquired about the new uncle, whom the civil party had until then never mentioned. “I did not include uncle Keth in
my complaint because I was afraid of giving too many names. I was also scared of being killed, as I was the last
survivor in my family,” Nam Mon explained. She said that two weeks after her uncle Sem’s escape, her two other
uncles were arrested, and later, her father.
“Prey Sar was not a re-education centre…”
In the re-education camp of Prey Sar, where she was transferred after three months of detention in S-21 in an
individual cell, did she see “children be killed?”, Silke Studzinsky asked her. “At night, I would hear children cries
and I saw one child be thrown into the air so he fell back on the pike of a bayonet.” “It was not a re-education centre,
but a place where women and children were killed,” the civil party said about Prey Sar.
Nam Mon obtained the right to ask a question to the accused: “I want to know if the accused will deny the true story I
just told the Chamber?”
Too many inconsistencies and inaccuracies, the accused opined
After giving another talk about his “legal and emotional” responsibilities for the executions carried out in S-21, Duch
recalled that after April 17th 1975 and the evacuation of Phnom Penh, forces remained mobilised in the capital, “in
particular those assigned to Vorn Vet to help him at the Ministry of Commerce and those assigned to Son Sen.” Once
this historical point specified, he declared he had not found the name of Nam Mon’s father – whom she presented as a
logistician at S-21 – in the staff list, nor the name of the civil party in the list of the medical staff, who he said
“belonged to the former forces of division 703 and only comprised of men.” He did not stop there. “The description
she gave is very remote from the situation that prevailed in S-21. […] Regarding Prey Sar, detainees were given many
missions, yet the civil party said she only had to dig pits,” he said with conviction, adding he did not believe “her
sufferings were the result of S-21.” As for a transfer of Nam Mon from Prey Sar to another prison (Prey Totem), S-21
simply did not have the authority for such a move, he continued. However, learning from Norng Chanphal’s case,
he took care to issue a reservation: “If documents attesting that the civil party was a member of S-21 medical staff
were to be found, and if such a document can be presented to the Chamber, mentioning her name […], then I will
revise my position. But I am not familiar with all the names [of her deceased relatives] she gave ring and I cannot find
them on the lists of S-21 detainees.” Then, concluding his demonstration, he highlighted that the civil party seemed to
ignore how many times S-21 changed location, a point he already explained the Chamber.
In a very short time, Duch finished undermining a testimony which fragility had already appeared in its
inconsistencies and inaccuracies.
Duch rehabilitates the story of a previous civil party
After the lunch break, the accused returned to the case of the civil party who testified just before, Mrs. Chim Meth.
He had news. Unit 17, which she belonged to, was indeed under the authority of Prey Sar, he now admitted, after
reading relevant documents, and he recognised the authenticity of her photograph. “What Chim Meth said about unit
17 was true. I therefore recognise she suffered and I hope to get more documents to shed light on her case.” Then, in
an unrelated fashion, he declared that “the seven photographs related to Nam Mon’s complaint are not sufficiently
supported by other documents for me to be able to confirm or infirm the presence of these people in S-21.”
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Nam Mon does not recognise Duch’s photograph
Judge Cartwright jumped in: “Do you recognise one [of the people whose photographs were shown this morning] as
staff members or detainees in S-21?” “None of them,” the accused replied positively. “[…] I do not recognise any of
those people as having been S-21 staff members.” However, he did not say if he had known them as detainees or
outside the context of S-21.
Then, a group photograph was shown to the civil party. Nam Mon said she did not recognise any of the faces. Judge
Cartwright then turned to Duch, who listed the names of the people featured on the old black and white picture,
essentially S-21 staff members… including himself.
Nam Mon: in Tuol Sleng since 1975
Kar Savuth, Cambodian co-lawyer for the accused, highlighted some inconsistencies in Nam Mon’s testimony. From
the first question, Silke Studzinsky intervened: “I ask Your Honour to request that my colleague Kar Savuth talk to
the civil party in a less aggressive manner.” The president agreed and recalled for the defence that this was an
emotional topic. The lawyer apologised, it was his “habit to talk in this way” but he had never intended to threaten
Nam Mon. He corrected himself. How was she able to work since mid-1975 at S-21, when S-21 had not yet been
established on the premises of Tuol Sleng? “We treated the people who were there, those who prepared the place
before S-21 was set up there,” Nam Mon answered. “And when cadres and their families were arrested, the place
became a place of detention and that’s how Tuol Sleng prison was established. But I was there from the start. I began
by providing care to the soldiers, then to the prisoners.”
Tuol Sleng or S-21?
“Under Pol Pot’s regime, were people authorised to organise parties?” “At the time when my parents and my uncle
were still alive, yes, it was still possible to organise a party. Afterwards, it wasn’t.” Did she know Nath, who directed
S-21 until Duch took charge in 1976, François Roux, the international co-lawyer for the accused, asked her. “No, I do
not know this name.” In any case, when she arrived in Tuol Sleng in 1975, the person in charge of the premises was
someone named Yem, “a subordinate of my uncle” (Hoeun), and “the place became a prison only when ‘Brother of
the East’ arrived,” she stated, adding that Tuol Sleng “never changed location.” Duch was not asked whether Tuol
Sleng was already “inhabited” when he decided to establish S-21 there permanently in 1976.
If Nam Mon did not indicate in her civil party complaint of July 9th 2008 that she had seen her uncle’s execution, it
was “out of fear to be killed,” she repeated. She had not mentioned it even to the judges, but only when she was
interrogated by the co-Prosecutors. “It is true. Because at first, I didn’t want to talk about them.” In her complaint, she
did not mention either she had witnessed the killing of children in Prey Sar. The civil party recognised she had
reported only today the scene of a children being thrown into the air and falling back on the pike of a bayonet, only
when she was interrogated by her lawyer. Without any other explanation. The president thanked her for her
testimony. Next.
Mam Nay, Duch’s former subordinate, informed of his rights
Mam Nay, alias Chan, 76 years old, took his seat. He was warmly-clothed: a krama wrapped around his neck, two
shirts one over the other, and mittens on his hands. From the outset, the president announced to the former head of the
interrogation unit in S-21 that as a witness, he had the right to remain silent and not answer “a question that may
incriminate him.”
Joint criminal enterprise: the defence scores
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François Roux then shared a concern of the defence: “As you know, the co-Prosecutors have filed a request for the
application of the concept of joint criminal enterprise. In paragraph 9 of this request, […] it is indicated that the coProsecutors consider that Duch was an integral part of a joint criminal enterprise that included his subordinates at S21. This clearly means that, should the Chamber grant this request, the witness present here, who was a subordinate of
Duch, may be prosecuted by the co-Prosecutor, whether he remains silent or not. It seems to me it is our duty to
inform the witness at this stage of what may happen to him. It seems to me it is our duty to allow the witness to
discuss immediately with his own lawyer, who will explain him what joint criminal enterprise is and that, if the
Chamber should grant the co-Prosecutors’ request, he may be prosecuted, either before this tribunal or before a
domestic court. So, before going further, Your Honour, I would like you to inform the witness of his rights and to
authorise him to meet his lawyer immediately, unless… Unless the office of the co-Prosecutors immediately
renounces their request regarding joint criminal enterprise.” The arguments prompted stir in the audience.
William Smith responded: “The co-Prosecutors have already told the co-Investigating Judges they would not seek to
prosecute the present witness before the ECCC [Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia] […], before the
co-Investigating Judges have met and interrogated the witness. The co-Prosecutors’ position has not evolved since
and whatever the result of the co-Prosecutors’ request regarding joint criminal enterprise, as you know, this will have
no consequence in this case.”
François Roux had not said his last word. “When the co-Prosecutors said that to the co-Investigating Judges, they had
not yet filed the request I have mentioned and which is extremely clear, as it refers to all the subordinates in S-21.
[…] Secondly, you are saying today that you will not prosecute the witness before the ECCC. Can you affirm before
this audience that the witness will not be prosecuted before the national courts? Can you guarantee that to him? If you
cannot, I ask that he be allowed to consult his lawyer immediately.”
The international co-Prosecutor had no objection to the witness consulting a lawyer and “reiterated that charges
before the ECCC do not depend on a decision you will render on joint criminal enterprise, Your Honour.”
Mam Nay wants a lawyer
Interrogated, Mam Nay claimed he did not have a lawyer. “Do you think you need a lawyer to assist you before you
testify?”, the president asked him. Unsurprisingly, the witness answered positively, saying he did “not have the
means” to hire one.
The Chamber had contacted the Legal Aid Scheme, but “unsuccessfully until now,” the president noted, before
deciding to adjourn Mam Nay’s testimony. And, “since no other witness was scheduled to appear,” the hearing was
adjourned…
That was a swift move operated by the defence, as the co-Prosecutors’ request was filed when case file no.1 was
already referred to the Trial Chamber and it had already delayed the opening of Duch’s trial by five months. The
disarray of the Chamber and the office of the co-Prosecutors revealed they had not thought of such a scenario, while
the concept of joint criminal enterprise continues to complicate the case. On a procedural level, the defence’s remark
was pertinent and implacable. However, it meant that there will be nothing to expect from witnesses like Mam Nay, if
they are duly assisted by lawyers and aware of their right to remain silent. Some information may remain buried
forever, though it is unclear if such individuals were ready to make revelations to the Chamber when they have
always refused to talk to this day…
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The New Vision (Uganda)
Tuesday, 14 July 2009
'ICC still committed to capture Kony'

Museveni meeting Ocampo at the State House, Nakasero yesterday
By Henry Mukasa
THE Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Moreno Ocampo, told President Yoweri Museveni that his
interest remains to capture Joseph Kony and try him in at The Hague.
“He noted that such an achievement would lead to the collapse of all the other militia groups in Africa,” according to
a release from State House.
Ocampo, who met the President on Monday, also discussed matters pertaining to the security situation in the region.
In response, the President said the LRA no longer posed a problem to Uganda. “The LRA has been contained because
of having a better infrastructure,” the statement said.
Meanwhile, his press secretary, Tamale Mirundi, said yesterday that the President would issue an official statement to
give his stand on the ICC’s demand that Uganda, like any state party to the Rome Statute, arrests Sudanese President
Omar El Bashir when he visits Uganda later this month.
Museveni at several occasions noted that, given the complexity of arresting a president of a country, the ICC should
defer the indictment until the Africa Union appointed committee of eminent persons carries out its own probe into the
situation in Darfur.
Bashir is accused by the ICC of genocide and war crimes in Darfur. He has dismissed the charges.
During a press conference at the Media Centre on Monday, international relations minister Okello Oryem said
Uganda could arrest Bashir.
“Already the warrant of arrest of President Bashir is deposited in the office of the Solicitor General here in Uganda. If
and when Bashir arrives in Uganda, it’s up to (Police Chief Maj. Gen. Kale) Kayihura to take action,” Oryem stated.
This did not go down well with the Sudan government. Their ambassador to Kampala was quoted in the press as
warning: “If it is true Uganda has said it will arrest President Bashir, then that means something else to the relations
with Sudan.”
Meanwhile, Museveni also held talks with the internal affairs minister of Southern Sudan, Maj. Gen. Gier Chuang
Aluong. No details of the meeting were released
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http://www.examiner.com
David Tolbert appointed to the Special Tribunal for Lebanon

(c) United States Institute of Peace

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has appointed David Tolbert of the United States as the Registrar of the
Special Tribunal for Lebanon. He will commence his duties on 26 August.
Mr. Tolbert is the second Registrar of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, succeeding Robin Vincent. The
Secretary-General is grateful for Mr. Vincent’s assistance to the United Nations in the establishment and
commencement of functioning of the Special Tribunal.
Mr. Tolbert will bring with him a wealth of experience in the work of international criminal tribunals. At
the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY), he served in senior capacities in
all three organs of the institution, in the Office of the Prosecutor as Deputy Chief Prosecutor from 2004 to
2008, in the Registry, among other positions, as the Deputy Registrar from 2003 to 2004, and in
Chambers as the Chef de Cabinet to the President from 1998 to 1999. Mr. Tolbert also served as the
Special Expert to the Secretary-General on the United Nations Assistance to the Khmer Rouge Trials
(UNAKRT).
Born in 1956, Mr. Tolbert holds a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in International Law from the University of
Nottingham, United Kingdom; a Juris Doctor (J.D.) from the University of North Carolina, United States;
and a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), from Furman University, South Carolina, United States. Mr. Tolbert has
published extensively in the field of international criminal law.
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Popmatters.com
Tuesday, 14 July 2009
POV: The Reckoning: The Battle for the International Criminal Court
Created by: Pamela Yates
Regular airtime: Tuesday, 9pm ET (PBS)
Cast: Luis Moreno-Ocampo, Christine Chung, Ben Ferencz
US release date: 14 July 2009
By Cynthia Fuchs, PopMatters Film and TV Editor
Official SiteEditor’s note: PopMatters originally ran this review on 11 June 2009, when The Reckoning
opened the Human Rights Watch International Film Festival.
Even critics of the court are talking about ending impunity. Sometimes the process is painful and
sometimes it is controversial, but it is changing international relations forever.
—Luis Moreno-Ocampo, New York Times (1 July 2009)
“People were advising me, ‘Be careful,’” remembers Luis Moreno-Ocampo. “I knew I had to run, I had to
show very quickly some outcome, some results.” The Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court
(ICC), Moreno-Campos knows too well the pressures associated with saving the world. The Court’s
decisions—what case to investigate and which criminals to prosecute—are expected to bring justice to
populations long aggrieved and only rarely acknowledged.
Moreno-Campos recounts the early years of the ICC for The Reckoning: The Battle for the International
Criminal Court. As the film shows, the Court was initiated in 2002, following years of international
negotiating, and inspired in part by the Nuremberg Tribunal. A prosecutor at Nuremberg when he was just
27 years old, Ben Ferencz here describes his experience bringing charges against 22 former SS officers
who had murdered millions of people. Even with such a monumental task before him, Ferencz says, the
hope of the prosecutors at Nuremberg was “that we would lay a cornerstone saying that genocide is a
crime. Nobody is immune: a head of state will be brought to trial.”
The problem of immunity shapes the ICC’s work, both its objectives and its obstacles. While the ideal is
to bring to justice criminals who otherwise avoid punishment because they are too powerful within their
own nations, the reality is that it is difficult to secure international support—in particular the ability to
execute arrest warrants against such figures.
Human Rights Watch representative Richard Dicker says the Court was conceived as “an institution that
would have the authority to investigate and prosecute these horrendous crimes”—such as genocide, rape,
and torture—committed by heads of state and other vested authorities. Moreno-Ocampo recalls his
previous experience as an assistant prosecutor in Argentina 1985, during the “Trial of the Juntas.” At the
time, he says, he thought it was “the most important work of my life, prosecuting the top generals of a
country because they killed 20,000 people” (the first time since Nuremberg that such a case had been
brought). Now, he says, “I feel that was my training to do this job.”
Pamela Yates’ film—conventional in structure but profound in effect—tracks the ICC’s early cases,
beginning with Uganda. The Court ran into its first real-world obstruction when it issued arrest warrants
for Lords of Resistance Army leaders Joseph Kony and Vincent Otti, only to find that no police body
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would execute the warrants. Dennis Lemoyi, leader of an IDP Camp in Pagak, describes the frustrations
of internally displaced persons, forced to move from place to place, enduring the hardships of camp life,
as they agree to testify against their persecutors and then learn no action can be taken. A second case was
brought against the UPC Militia’s Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, responsible for some 3000 killings in Ituri,
Congo.
The testimonies of witnesses are heart-breaking of course, retold here in close-ups intercut with
photographic and video evidence. These narratives are crucial to build cases against men (and the
criminals in the ICC cases thus far are all men) who have long operated without regard for law, and who
typically send conscripts and kidnapped and tortured child soldiers to do their most brutal work. ICC
Senior Trial Attorney Christine Chung explains the process of gathering information. As the camera
shows her repeatedly gazing into her computer monitor at transcripts and photos showing horrific injuries
and mutilated bodies, she says, “A lot of it is about erasing yourself, and letting the stories and the
accounts come forward so the facts can be judged.”
The facts seem apparent. And yet they also exist in cultural and political frameworks designed to protect
those in power. And so, as The Reckoning reveals again and again, the ICC team—attorneys,
investigators, and analysts—must work through thickets of denial, elusion, and obfuscation. As MorenoCampos declares, “A president cannot use openly a state to commit crimes, that is why they cover the
crimes. Part of his cover-up is diplomatic work.”
This raises the specter of power networks that blocks the ICC repeatedly: countries who refuse to
participate in the process or sign on to the Court, out of concern for their own “national sovereignty.”
Chung observes, “We rely on a network of the states, the member countries,” to achieve ICC ends. And
yet, some nations will not participate. The case in point for The Reckoning is the United States. As John
Bolton, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations during the Bush Administration, puts it, “The notion that
somehow we’re obliged to sign on to a treaty just because a lot of other people have done it frankly is
ridiculous. If that’s American exceptionalism,” he asserts, “I’m an American exceptionalist.”
While it is becoming increasingly evident—with the releases of memos and reports concerning torture—
just why the recent U.S. administration wanted to avoid even the possibility of being prosecuted for war
crimes, hopes remain that the new administration will rethink this course. In the meantime, the ICC has
continued its work, focusing on Darfur. No matter that its 2007 warrants for Ahmad Harun and AliKushayb have not yet been fulfilled. Moreno-Campos and his team have gone on to construct a case
against Sudanese president Omar Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir, for genocide. That arrest warrant has shaken
officials around the world. As Chung says, though the crimes are evident, “The problem is the world just
doesn’t want to do anything about it.”
As the film observes, this problem is exactly why the ICC is in place. “The world” is typically understood
as those in power, people who want to preserve their positions and the systems as it stands. The ICC
means to change that arrangement. Moreno-Campos notes that while the work inside the courtroom is
crucial, “The measurement of this Court is how the Court impacts the world.” The Reckoning offers a
valuable introduction to that potential impact.
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