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BBC World Service Trust
Tuesday, 21 July 2009
Report from The Hague
Charles Taylor’s testimonies in The Hague have entered the heart of the Prosecution’s indictment, Joint Criminal
Enterprise. The Prosecution in its Indictment says Charles Taylor is being held not only for his own alleged
Criminal Acts, but also for the unspeakable atrocities committed by men that were under his direct control. Taylor’s
own Defence Lawyer today further asked him about his collaboration with RUF Leader, Foday Sankoh. The
Former Liberian President repeated his denial of the use of child soldiers. Mr. Taylor also reiterated the importance
of Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf’s contribution to the sustenance of the NPFL In the Hague, Adolphus Williams has more.
WILLIAMS: The Prosecution allegation of Joint Criminal Enterprise holds Mr. Taylor responsible for the
amputation and murder of thousands of civilians by the RUF rebels in Sierra Leone.
The Prosecution said Mr. Taylor and Foday Sankoh had a common plan to subject the people of Sierra Leone to the
untold suffering witnessed there.
Mr. Taylor denied using Foday Sankoh to pressurize Sierra Leone to close the base of the West African Peace
Keeping Force, ECOMOG in Freetown.
TAYLOR: My relationship with Sankoh was a pure and simple security relationship to protect my border, that we
would fight ULIMO in Sierra Leone without having to fight them in Liberia. Look, I don’t for the love of facts and
truth, the Prosecution can construct, they can construe, they can design whatever plans, and it’s up to these
wonderful Judges to decide.
WILLIAMS: Taylor during the Liberian civil war accused ECOMOG of bombing his rebel territories with Alpha
jets from Freetown.
Taylor has again refuted allegations that he used child soldiers.
Some Prosecution witnesses testified that the former National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) leader used child
soldiers as security on his Executive ground in Gbarnga, Bong County, in Liberia.
Defence Lawyer Courtenay Griffiths asked Mr. Taylor about the phrase “Small Boys Unit”.
TAYLOR: There is a group that was referred to, I will almost say like a joke form, that this is a unit of young
people, almost like an auxiliary like you have Boy Scouts, they were just called a unit of boys, yet. It was known,
that word was used throughout Gbarnga, yes.
WILLIAMS: Mr. Taylor re-stated, the NPFL didn’t involve children in combat.
The allegation, that the current Liberian President, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf substantially contributed to the survival
and sustenance of the NPFL has come up again in Taylor’s testimonies.
TAYLOR: The money was not for refugee relief. I had met Ellen and had shown her in Paris the photos of the men
that were already in training. What kind of relief is that when men are in Libya training? I mean, if Ellen said that,
Ellen is lying and she knows that she’s lying…What is she saying in another interview with another magazine that
she’s going to drink champagne when we finally take Monrovia. Do you take a government by relief supplies?
Nonsense. I mean, Ellen raised the money. She visited me in Gborplay in the bush, not for - she saw the soldiers,
she spent a few days there and she went back.
WILLIAMS: Mr. Taylor told the court Madam Sirleaf‘s contribution to the NPFL was not for humanitarian
purposes.
According news reports in Liberia, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf has consistently denied that she gave money to
Taylor for military purposes.
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Charlestaylortrial.org
Tuesday, 21 July 2009
Taylor Worked With Rebels inside Sierra Leone to Protect from Attacks in Liberia
By Alpha Sesay
Charles Taylor did not support Sierra Leonean rebels in the early 1990s, but worked with them inside Sierra Leone
to fend off attacks from a rival armed group in Liberia, he told judges today at the Special Court for Sierrra Leone.
Taylor began working with the Sierra Leonean rebel group, the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) between August
1991 and May 1992, after a Liberian armed group started attacking Taylor’s forces, he told the court today. The
rival group, the United Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia (ULIMO), was supported by the Sierra
Leonean government, Taylor said – but this did not mean he wanted to helping the RUF rebel leader, Foday
Sankoh, to attack Sierra Leone in the early 1990s.
“My relationship with Foday Sankoh was for security purposes to fight ULIMO in Sierra Leone so as t0 prevent
fighting them in Liberia,” Taylor said today while giving testimony in his own defense.
Taylor told judges that “I never harboured any intention, never planned any such intention, there was no reason to
plan such intention” to support the RUF and he refuted all allegations that he was present at the meeting where the
RUF attack on Sierra Leone was planned.
“The whole issue of what is going on in Sierra Leone is none of my business. If ULIMO had not attacked Liberia
from Sierra Leone, you will never have heard of all this foolishness,” Taylor said. He went further to tell the court
that “Sankoh and his people are a bunch of idiots” and that it will be “foolish to believe that Taylor who had had no
military training will be advising Sankoh who had been a trained soldier in the Sierra Leone army.”
Responding to questions that Sankoh fought alongside Taylor’s armed group, the National Patriotic Front of Liberia
(NPFL), in Liberia before attacking Sierra Leone, Taylor said that he “was not aware of Sankoh fighting alongside
the NPFL.”
“ If he had, I would have known,” Taylor said. “No evidence has been presented by the prosecution that Sankoh
fought alongside the NPFL in Liberia.”
Taylor also denied allegations that he used children as NPFL combatants in Liberia. He explained that while many
children were in NPFL controlled territory, “there was no official policy of the NPFL to recruit, train and arm
children for combat.” He said that he even had one of the largest orphanages in Gbarngha during the war and that
“whenever there is a crisis anywhere, you will always see soldiers moving around with children.”
Taylor also denied allegations that he supplied arms and ammunition to RUF fighters in the early 1990s. He
explained that the flow of arms between the NPFL and the RUF would not have been possible at this time because
from 1992 to 1993, ULIMO fighters occupied all the major routes between the NPFL controlled areas in Liberia
and the border with Sierra Leone. He further said that from 1994 onwards, peacekeepers of the Economic
Community of West African States Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) occupied all the airports and seaports in the
country through which arms and ammunition would have been transported.
Taylor also said ECOMOG forces had been biased against Taylor’s forces in Liberia, with an aim to stop the NPFL
from taking power in Liberia. He accused ECOMOG forces in Liberia of “deceit and hypocricy” and said they were
arming the Liberian armed forces in order to halt NPFL progress. Taylor defended attacks against ECOMOG
peacekeepers as necessary because the NPFL “wanted to take the capital and end the suffering of the people.”
“They were not peacekeepers,” he said about ECOMOG forces.
Taylor’s testimony continues tomorrow.
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Associated Press
Tuesday, 21 July 2009
Charles Taylor says insider witness was 'crazy'
By MIKE CORDER (AP)
THE HAGUE, Netherlands — Former Liberian President Charles Taylor said Tuesday that a key
prosecution witness at his war crimes trial was a low-level official who "went crazy" years before
testifying against him.
Taylor used his fifth day on the witness stand at the Special Court for Sierra Leone to try to discredit
witness Varmuyan Sherif, who told judges he was a close Taylor aide.
Sherif said last year he saw Taylor smuggle weapons and ammunition to rebels in neighboring Sierra
Leone in rice sacks in defiance of an arms embargo.
He said Taylor was "the father" of the Revolutionary United Front, a Sierra Leone rebel group notorious
for hacking off the limbs of civilians in a campaign of terror prosecutors say Taylor steered from his
presidential mansion in Liberia.
Prosecutors billed Sherif as the first member of Taylor's inner circle to testify as his trial opened.
But Taylor insisted Sherif was responsible only for his presidential motorcade and later "lost his mind."
He said Sherif was a former enemy commander who was only given a job in an act of reconciliation
among former warring factions after Taylor won 1997 presidential elections.
"I would be cuckoo to take an enemy soldier and tell him to go and take arms to anyone," Taylor said.
He added that Sherif later suffered a mental breakdown.
"He went crazy," Taylor said. "Varmuyan was on the streets, naked and eating from garbage."
Sherif also accused Taylor of using child soldiers in fighting formations called Small Boys Units. Taylor
has repeatedly denied that allegation since taking the stand, though he concedes that some children tagged
along with their elder brothers as they went into battle zones.
The court has charged Taylor with 11 counts of murder, rape and recruiting child soldiers by the Sierra
Leone militias he is accused of arming and supporting. He is the first African head of state put on trial at
an international war crimes court.
On Monday, Taylor forcefully rejected allegations he had stashed millions of dollars in foreign bank
accounts.
"I challenge the United Nations and any human being on this planet to bring one bank account" to the
court. "Bring the millions here, please," he said.
Taylor claims to be penniless and is being represented by a court-funded legal team that prosecutors say
costs $130,000 (euro91,400) a month.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 21 July 2009
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Ex-Liberian leader denies looting Sierra Leone
AMSTERDAM_Former Liberian President Charles Taylor has challenged anyone to find a bank account in
his name holding illicit funds or "blood diamonds" from the civil war in Sierra Leone. In his second week
of testimony at his war crimes trial, Taylor denied any role in forming the guerrilla force that invaded
Sierra Leone in 1991, in helping plan the rebel incursion, in training the rebel forces or in commanding
their operations. "I was never involved. It's a lie," he told the U.N-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone
sitting in The Hague on Monday. Taylor is charged with 11 counts of murder, torture and recruiting child
soldiers for supporting rebels in Sierra Leone's 1991-2002 civil war, whose signature crime was to
amputate civilians' limbs, ears and noses to intimidate the population into submission. He is the first
African head of state to be brought before an international court for war crimes.

International Clips on West Africa

Concord Times (Sierra Leone) - AAGM: PSRU, ENCISS Rap Civil
Society on Utilities
[Concord Times (Sierra Leone)]

The public sector reform unit, PSRU, in collaboration with ENCISS has engaged civil society
organizations on the performance of the ministry of energy and water resources. PSRU is currently
conducting a comprehensive management and functional review of the ministry of energy and water
resources to ensure its systems and processes are consistent with the national agenda for efficient
and effective service delivery. Addressing the meeting in Freetown, Ola Williams, senior
management analyst of PSRU, said the purpose of the collaboration with civil society was to get their
views on the activities of the ministry in order to have a holistic document reflective of people's
perceptions about the ministry.

Local Media – Newspaper

Civil Society Organizations Endorse TRC Final Report
(Daily Observer, The News, The Informer, New Democrat)

•
•
•
•

Nearly 60 Civil Society Organizations in the country working in various diverse thematic areas
have endorsed the final report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Liberia (TRC).
Speaking on Monday, the group condemned what they called “negative tendencies” being
exhibited by individuals named in the report.
They also frowned at threats being made against Commissioners of the TRC saying it was
totally “unacceptable”.
Meanwhile, the civil society groups have called on the International Community and
Government to closely monitor those listed as perpetrators in the TRC report saying recent
apology by former rebel leaders and executives was a ploy to win public sympathy.

Executive Mansion says No Strain in Liberia-Guinea Relations
(The Inquirer)

11
•
•
•

The Executive Mansion says there is no “bad blood” in the bilateral relations between
Liberia and neighboring Guinea.
The comments by Government is in direct response to concerns by the military junta that
Guinean dissidents were gathering in the Liberian border town of Foya in Lofa County to
launch an incursion into that country.
Addressing journalists yesterday in Monrovia, Presidential Press Secretary, Cyrus Badio said
countries in the Mano River Union basin (MRU) are sharing notes on issues concerning
security in the region.

NACCSOL Wants 'Freedom of Information Bill' Enacted
(The Informer, Daily Observer, Heritage)

•
•
•

The National Coalition of Civil Society Organizations of Liberia (NACCSOL), a conglomeration
of over 100 civil society groups has expressed concerned over the continued delay by the
House of Representative to conclude discussions on the 'Freedom of Information Bill'.
The bill was submitted to the National Legislature in April last year by the Liberia Media Law
and Policy Reform Working Group.
The group said it is also disappointed that the Legislature has not been able to conclude on
the joint resolution proposing the amendments of certain provision of the constitution which
is critical to the conduct of free and fair elections.

Liberia's Poverty Reduction Strategy Gets Major Boost
(Daily Observer, National Chronicle)

•
•

•

The investment Committee of the United States Government sponsored Millennium Challenge
Corporation (MCC) has approved Liberia's Threshold Country Programme Proposal (TCP) to
bolster implementation of the Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS).
According to a release issued in Monrovia, the Threshold Country Programme seeks MCC’s
assistance for policy reform that affects investment in people, economic reform categories,
specifically girls’ primary education completion and land access and rights and the
development of Liberia’s Trade Policy.
The TCP was developed by the Government of Liberia through the Ministry of Planning and
Economics Affairs.

LACC Gets Donation from UNDP
(The Inquirer, The Informer)

•
•

The Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission yesterday received a Toyota van from the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to facilitate the work of the commission.
The van is one of three vehicles that the commission is expected to receive to enhance its
work under the Peace Building Fund project and the United Nations Democracy Fund.

Local Media – Truth F.M. (culled from website today at 09:00 am)

President Sirleaf Says DDRR Process Successful
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has described as successful the Disarmament Demobilization,
Rehabilitation and Reintegration (DDRR) Programme.
• Speaking at the official close of the DDRR process, President Sirleaf said the successful end of
the programme signals a new beginning to peace reconciliation and development.
(Also reported on Sky F.M. and ELBC)

President Sirleaf Reappoints Counselor Gongloe as Labor-Minister Designate
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has for the second time nominated Counselor Taiwon Gongloe
to the post of Labour Minister Designate.
• Counselor Gongloe was early this month was appointed as Labour Minister-Designate but was
rejected twice by the Senate for what they called “not been fit” for the job.
• The Senate listed among other things the persecution of two of its members, Roland Kaine
and Richard Devine in connection with murder and economic sabotage respectively during the
Counselor’s tenure as Solicitor General. Government lost both of the cases.
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•

Since the rejection on Counselor Gongloe the Senate has come under a barrage of criticism
accusing them of the “abuse of power”.

(Also reported on Sky F.M. and ELBC)

Summit On Liberia Extractive Industry Convenes Tomorrow
• A summit of University Students is expected to convene in Monrovia tomorrow.
• According to the organizers of the summit, the gathering will be held under the theme:
Liberia Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative, Its Prospects and Challenges on the
Poverty Reduction Strategy”.
• Participants will be drawn from the six major Universities in the country.
(Also reported on Sky F.M .and ELBC)

ULSU Condemns Violence During National Students Union Congress
• The state-owned University of Liberia Student Union (ULSU) says it is disappointed over the
level of violence that characterized the just-ended congress of the Liberia National Students
Union (LINSU).
• ULSU said those who masterminded the violence must be made to account for their action.
• The students group described the action as “unacceptable” and must not be condoned.

E.L.B.C._ (News culled from website today at 09:00 am)

NACCSOL Wants 'Freedom of Information Bill' Enacted
****
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The Informer (Liberia)
Tuesday, 21 July 2009
Liberia: Prince Johnson Makes Amazing Revelations Again - Wants TRC Report Tabled
The former leader of the defunct Independent National Patriotic Front of Liberia (INPFL) now Senior
Senator for Nimba County, Prince Y. Johnson, has again unleashed another shocking revelations as
regards the fifteen years civil war that took place in Liberia saying that certain super powers including
America had provided US$10m. to him (Johnson) and others to execute the 1990 war.
Senator Johnson told members of the Liberia Council of Churches (LCC) in their meeting with former
faction leaders over the weekend that the US$10 million was allegedly negotiated and arranged for by a
group of Liberians based in the United States of America under the banner of the Association for
Constitutional Democracy in Liberia (ACDL) of which he said both Dr. Amos Cladius Sawyer, Cllr.
James Verdier, and others were part in the USA.
According to Senator Johnson, out of the US$10m negotiated for, US$5m was spent to buy arms and
ammunitions to launch the civil war in Liberia with Mr. Charles Taylor as the head.
He told the LCC meeting held at the S. Trowen Nagbe United Methodist Church that, he is disappointed
as to why the TRC had decided to exclude the names of Dr. Sawyer and his likes such as Dr. H. Boima
Fahnbulleh which according to him it was Dr. Fahnbulleh and others who allegedly trained people in
Libya to come and overthrow the late President Samuel Doe through the Thomas Quiwonkpa 1985
invasion.
He pointed out that the TRC does not mean well for the restoration of real peace and reconciliation in
Liberia by recommending few people and living out people like Dr. Amos Sawyer, Fahnbulleh, Cllr.
Verdier himself among others.
Senator Johnson said he is no longer interested in any war again, but rather total peace and forgiveness, he
will resist any punitive actions against him as recommended by the TRC.
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The Liberian Journal
Tuesday, 21 July 2009
Liberian Journalist James Fasuekoi Publishes New Book on Civil War
A new photo documentary book on the Liberian Civil War, the first of its kind, will be released in the United States
of America this July 26, 2009 in honor of Liberia’s Independence Day celebration, a press release signed by its
author, Photojournalist Mr. James Kokulo Fasuekoi said.
Titled, “Rape, Loot & Murder: LIBERIAN CIVIL WAR, A Journalist’s Photo Diary, the book is a 8.5” x 11 hard
cover 122-page pictorial containing 704 striking images of warlords, child soldiers and massacres, is the work of a
leading Photojournalists, Mr. James Kokulo Fasuekoi, who presently resides in Arizona with his family.
Marked as “EXCLUSIVE AND CONFIDENTIAL,” on the title page, the diary features horrific scenes from the
Camp Johnson Road massacre, Du Port Road massacre, and the genocide in Carter Camp, Harbel, Firestone.
In the Carter Camp series, a pregnant woman, half naked, lay dead, apparently raped before being murdered. Few
feet away lay another victim, a bayoneted infant whose intestines can be seen coming out from his stomach beside
the body; and yet, nearby, another infant, strapped on the back of its dead mother, is murdered in the most
sacrilegious manner as if her killer intended to prove a point. Her skull is whacked open.
The book also highlights what seemingly appears to be the deliberate and systematic destruction of public and
private infrastructures with Grand Gedeh and Lofa Counties being at the top of the list.
Rebel Commanders, such as NPFL’s “Jack The Rebel” and ULIMO-J’s notorious “Gen. Butt Naked” who fought
his war in nudity, are seen in action. Ex-American servicemen who also worked with the U.S. based contractual
PAE are shown participating in joint military operations with the West African Peacekeeping Force, ECOMOG in
Greenville, Sinoe and other parts of Liberia.
In the author’s profile, Mr. Fasuekoi for the first time explains his terrifying journey to the Fendall University
Campus (then a rebel territory) when he escaped the burning city of Monrovia; and how he came close to being
conscripted to fight for Charles Taylor’s NPFL.
The author also explains paying a ransom to free his Mother, Kebesua Boiyea (who meanwhile died on September
11, 2001), his siblings and other family members held hostage along with thousands by Taylor’s “Government
Forces” near the Lofa-Bong border as LURD rebels moved closer to Monrovia.
"The book will serve as a historical evidence for human rights groups as well as people who are involved with
women and children's welfare around the world and will help Liberians and foreigners alike to better understand the
level of cruelty that characterized the war as well as prepare them to make a better decision as to whether or not to
forgive those found guilty of war crimes during the country’s 14 years civil war," the release said.
Part of the proceeds, according to Mr. Fasuekoi, will be donated to orphanage homes in Liberia while a portion will
go toward a trust fund in memory of his beloved mother.
Editor’s Note: Meanwhile, anyone wishing to purchase a copy should contact author at boiyeadu1@hotmail.com.
Further information on how to obtain the book will be released later.
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide
Wednesday, 22 July 2009
Moreno Ocampo slammed for abuse of power; chief ICC prosecutor denies allegations
By International Justice Desk
The Hague, Netherlands
The Hague,
Netherlands

Luis Moreno Ocampo, the chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, has had his knuckles
rapped by the International Labour Organisation for sacking the head of the ICC's public relations
department, Christian Palme.
In October 2006 Mr Palme submitted a complaint claiming that Mr Moreno Ocampo had sexually abused
a female journalist in South Africa. He was acquitted when the alleged victim declared that no sexual
abuse had occurred. However, the ILO is highly critical of the fact that Mr Moreno Ocampo was
personally involved in Mr Palme's dismissal, when he should have remained impartial.
Disgruntled
The ILO complaint has added to the pressure on the chief prosecutor. Internally, people have long been
unhappy with his working methods. A number of employees have already resigned in protest at his loner
behaviour.
There has also been much criticism inside and outside the ICC of his decision to prosecute Sudanese
President Omar al-Bashir for genocide. International experts think it unlikely he has enough evidence.
There are also fears that the accusation will only lead to more suffering for the people of Sudan.
Christian Palme's complaint against his boss in 2006 was not directed to his leadership skills but to his
personal behaviour. Palme heard from a colleague that Mr Moreno Ocampo either raped or at least
sexually assaulted a female journalist during a business trip in South Africa. The journalist apparently
phoned Mr Palme's colleague and related how Mr Moreno Ocampo had snatched her car keys and refused
to return them unless she had sex with him.
Phone recording
Mr Palme had a recording of that phone call which he handed to the ICC president, calling for Mr Moreno
Ocampo to be dismissed for sexual misconduct.
Mr Palme's complaint was investigated by a panel of three ICC judges who decided there was insufficient
evidence to charge Mr Moreno Ocampo with sexual harassment, since both the alleged victim and the
chief prosecutor himself denied any sexual abuse had taken place. Mr Moreno Ocampo then sacked
Christian Palme on the spot for making false accusations with intent to damage the reputation of the chief
prosecutor.
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Damages
The International Labour Organisation, to which Mr Palme appealed against his dismissal, concluded
earlier this month that Mr Moreno Ocampo had abused his position. The basic principle of a fair trial, the
ILO argued, is that no one should take a decision in a case in which he himself is involved. The ILO also
ruled that Mr Palme had acted correctly in lodging a complaint when he became convinced that Moreno
Ocampo had committed a sexual assault. Mr Palme was therefore awarded damages totalling 25,000
euros. His salary was also ordered to be paid through to the end of his contract, which was 30 June last
year.
The ILO ruling is damaging to Mr Moreno Ocampo, particularly the way in which he dealt with a
complaint directed against himself. It can be expected of a chief prosecutor for the International Criminal
Court that he should exercise the utmost discretion in cases in which he is personally involved. He has not
only damaged his own reputation, but also that of the court. He has handed many of the ICC's opponents
an extra trump card. It was not Christian Palme who damaged the chief prosecutor's reputation but the
prosecutor himself.
Criticism
The ILO's pronouncement puts additional pressure on Mr Moreno Ocampo's position at the court. ICCwatchers say that, for some time now, there has been serious criticism of his methods within his own
department, resulting in the departure of several employees. They accuse him of operating too much on
his own and of paying little attention to any criticism of his policies
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Washington Examiner
Wednesday, 22 July 2009
International Criminal Court wants to expand jurisdiction
By: Brett Joshpe
OpEd Contributor
While the International Criminal Court (ICC) was founded to punish humanity's worse crimes "when national
courts failed to act," one of its prosecutors is attempting to expand its jurisdiction in unprecedented ways. In a
recent New York Times op-ed, ICC prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo boasted: "This year, the Palestinian National
Authority accepted the jurisdiction of the court. A month ago the Arab League sent the court its first-ever factfinding report on crimes committed in Gaza."
That Moreno-Ocampo would publicly declare that the PA has accepted the jurisdiction of the ICC is troubling, to
say the least. It represents a step closer to the parade of horribles that skeptics warned were inevitable. The PA is
not a state.
The grounds on which the PA has purportedly accepted the jurisdiction of the ICC is Article 12(3) of the Rome
Statute, which says that states that are not parties to the Rome Statute may "by declaration lodged with the
Registrar, accept the exercise of jurisdiction by the Court." On January 22, 2009, the PA submitted a "Declaration
of Recognition of the Jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court" seeking to grant the ICC jurisdiction to
investigate and prosecute acts "committed on the territory of Palestine since July 1, 2002."
Under the Rome Statute, only states can accept the jurisdiction of the court. But rather than rule out jurisdiction,
Moreno-Ocampo is using the opportunity to grandstand for Israel's adversaries and to solicit the support of the Arab
League and Amnesty International, both of which published skewed and misleading fact-finding reports on Israel's
Operation Cast Lead in Gaza during December and January.
If Moreno-Ocampo does indeed seek authority from the ICC to conduct an investigation, it would represent a gross
abuse of prosecutorial discretion. Doing so would undermine the very credibility of the court, potentially even
among Western European nations that fought for the court's creation.
Any exercise of jurisdiction would essentially amount to a unilateral declaration by the ICC that Palestine is a state
-- which clearly it is not. The PA was not even eligible to participate in the Rome Conference or to vote on
ratification given its non-state status. It could also lead to a blatant disregard for the Rome Statute as written and
ratified.
In addition, it would encourage other non-state actors, such as NGO's, to lodge declarations recognizing the
jurisdiction of the court. This would transform an already politicized ICC into an international kangaroo court.
The Rome Statute already has a way of dealing with situations where non-state entities might raise grievances that
the ICC should address. Article 13 of the Statute allows the United Nations Security Council to refer a situation to
the ICC Prosecutor, when it's clear that crimes over which the ICC has jurisdiction have been committed.
Moreno-Ocampo should realize this and tell the PA that, whatever his personal feelings about the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, the PA should address the matter to the Security Council, not him. Instead, Moreno-Ocampo seems to
welcome the development.
If he decides to proceed with an investigation, it will justify those ICC critics who warned about the abuse of the
court's authority to fight political battles. While Israel always makes for a convenient sacrificial lamb on the
international stage, it will be the ICC's integrity and credibility that will ultimately fall victim.

Brett Joshpe is an attorney and author based in New York.
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide
Tuesday, 21 July 2009
Serb nationalists mark year since Karadzic arrest
By International Justice Desk
Belgrade ,
Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Around a dozen Serbian nationalists marked the first anniversary of Bosnian Serb genocide suspect
Radovan Karadzic's arrest with a subdued protest here on Tuesday.
Outnumbered by police, the youths gathered outside the Belgrade offices of pro-Western President Boris
Tadic, some in T-shirts with pictures of Karadzic and his wartime military commander Ratko Mladic.
"Serbian Hero" and "Those who betrayed Radovan won't see the light of day," said messages stamped on
the T-shirts.
After 13 years on the run from a UN war crimes tribunal, Karadzic was captured in the Serbian capital on
July 21, 2008. He was travelling on a suburban bus disguised as a heavily-bearded alternative medicine
healer.
The protest was held without incident, unlike clashes between riot police and hundreds of pro-Karadzic
youths in Belgrade a year ago which left one person dead.
Karadzic faces 11 counts of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity before the Netherlandsbased International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY).
He denies the charges, which are mainly related to the siege of Sarajevo, which cost around 10,000 lives,
and the Srebrenica massacre of some 8,000 Muslim men and boys during Bosnia's 1992-1995 war.
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CBS5
Tuesday, 21 July 2009
http://cbs5.com/local/khmer.rouge.tribunal.2.1095692.html
Bay Area Cambodian-Americans Seek Justice
Thuy Vu

Reporting

It was one of the most horrific episodes of genocide in the 20th century, The Killing Fields of Cambodia.
Nearly 11,000 Cambodian-Americans live in the Bay Area, and are now giving voice to the atrocities as
the killers go on trial. Former Khmer Rouge prison commander, 66-year-old Duch (center), whose real
name is Kaing Guek Eav, sits in the Extraordinary Chamber in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) on Feb.
17, 2009, in Phnom Penh for the opening of the Khmer rouge trial.
Nearly 2 million Cambodians died during the communist experiment under Pol Pot from 1975 to 1979.
Pol Pot has died, but five Khmer Rouge leaders have been arrested and charged with crimes against
humanity. An international tribunal backed with the United Nations is underway. Activists are trying to
get refugees to submit their testimonies.

Former Khmer Rouge prison commander, 66-year-old Duch (center), whose real name is
Kaing Guek Eav, sits in the Extraordinary Chamber in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) on
Feb. 17, 2009, in Phnom Penh for the opening of the Khmer rouge trial.
Adrees Latif/Getty Images
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Capital News (Kenya)
Tuesday, 21 July 2009
Local trial best for Kenya
BY EVELYN NJOROGE

Cabinet Minister James Orengo said
on Tuesday that a local tribunal
would be the best bet for Kenya to
address the issue of impunity and
tackle last year’s post-election
violence.
He said the International Criminal
Court (ICC) is the last resort and
that the government had taken
cognisance of this fact and was
trying to establish laws that conform
to international standards.
“The Bills that are being debated (in Cabinet) are an attempt to comply with the Rome Statute which
Kenya is a part of and which requires member states to comply with certain obligations and
provisions,” he explained.
He said once this is done, then the ICC would not have any basis to intervene in the Kenya case.
“ICC can sit in Kenya and carry out investigations as they wish but for them to take up the case, it
must convince the international community that Kenya has been unwilling or unable to get justice for
the victims of the violence,” the minister added.
Mr Orengo expressed his support for measures to domesticate the local tribunal saying failure to do
so would lead to Kenya being categorised among other failed States such as Somalia.
At the same time, he chastised a section of politicians who are threatening to forward a separate list
of last year’s post election violence suspects to the International Criminal Court accusing them of
being dishonest.
Mr Orengo said the leaders are shifting the goal posts and their list might be inconsequential because
the ICC has been carrying out its own investigations since last year.
A section of back benchers in Parliament have threatened to present the list to ICC Prosecutor Louis
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Moreno-Ocampo which they say will include both President Mwai Kibaki and Prime Minister Raila
Odinga.
“That issue is neither here nor there. Ocampo has been carrying out preliminary investigations since
February last year and their list would not be important,” he commented on his colleagues’ move.
Meanwhile, Mr Orengo cautioned that the proposed Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission
(TJRC) should not be construed to mean that impunity should not be punished.
Pointing to the South African model, which he explained was used as a platform for confessions and
forgiveness but not as a prosecutorial forum, he said impunity in the country should not be allowed to
prevail.
The TJRC has been suggested as one way of ensuring that Kenyans confront and address past
injustices and avoid a recurrence of last year’s post poll chaos.
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The Standard (Kenya)
Wednesday, 22 July 2009
Which nation will jail Kenya’s VIPs?
Prime Minister Raila Odinga hosts President Kibaki for lunch at his rural home this weekend; in what could be
symbolic message to Kenyans they are united.
The VIP lunch will progress against the backdrop of diminishing prospects for those suspected to have higher
responsibility for post-election violence being tried by a local legal instrument propped up by international
standards.
If September lapses and this threshold won’t have been met, the International Criminal Court will step in, a fact that
has funnelled speculation on which countries could open up their jails for Kenya’s VIPs — if they are convicted.
The Rome Statute to which Kenya is a signatory sets very high standards for jails, rulling out the possibility of
those convicted spending time in their domestic jails.
Any country signatory to the Rome Statue, except those with disputes with Kenya, could take up the convicts. In
the case of former Liberian President Charles Taylor, who is being tried for heinous crimes at the Special Court for
Sierra Leone at The Hague, Britain has said it would incarcerate him if he were convicted.
If Parliament again denies the Cabinet its bid for a local instrument before the September deadline, at whose lapse
Ocampo would step in. But before this stage, Kibaki and Raila would first have to break the stalemate in the
Cabinet in the third round of meeting on Tuesday.
Historic Junction
If the Cabinet bid flops, or it agrees on thresholds that meets international standards, such as opening up Kibaki for
trial if he is found to have played a role, then only Parliament would determine which turn at the historic junction
Kenya would take — The Hague or a local legal instrument.
Beside the official engagement in Nyanza, the visit is being viewed as their attack on perception they have failed to
rally splintered Cabinet and hostile Parliament behind the proposal high-profiled personalities linked to postelection violence be tried by a special division of the High Court.
This view is lent credence by the fact that it will culminate in a reception by Lands Minister James Orengo, a
member of Kenya’s delegation to The Hague’s Chief Prosecutor Justice Luis Moreno-Ocampo and Chief Mediator
Dr Kofi Annan.
Its significance also comes hours to Tuesday’s third round of Cabinet meeting, to try and break the stalemate on
standards the special courts must achieve to persuade MPs out of their preference for International Criminal Court.
Perpetrators of the chaos, whose names have been submitted to the ICC, are believed to include at least six
ministers, who could end up serving long jail terms in Europe or Africa, but only if their cases go to The Hague.
Swaziland is the only African country to host a prison for ICC inmates who may soon include Kenyan politicians.
Other prisons are in Sweden.
But except for curtailed freedom of movement, isolation, and free will, life in these facilities could be tolerable
compared to Kenya’s regular prisons. There are also guarantees to a raft of rights, from conjugal rights, to freedom
to choose the jail where one wishes to serve in. Prisoners also have access to television, a balanced diet, free
laundry, books and religion.
For the perpetrators of electoral violence to be jailed in Kenya, Kennedy Ogeto, a defence counsel at the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) and the UN Special Court for Sierra Leone, the country has "to
spruce up its prisons and give them international standards".
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The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, which has been trying those who organised 1994 genocide in
which 800,000 people were killed, has prisons in Mali, Benin and Swaziland. It also has a detention centre in
Arusha, Tanzania.
The ICC prisons are rated among the best prisons in the world with private rooms and facilities one would only
expect to find in a middle-star hotel.
Protected Rights
The persons convicted are also protected under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).
The ICCPR Article Six, Seven and Eight govern their lives in prisons.
Article 6 reads in part: "Every human being has the inherent right to life ... anyone sentenced to death shall have the
right to seek pardon or commutation of the sentence."
Ogeto says one is taken to prison after the sentencing and appeal have been decided upon.
The president and the prosecutor then inform the person convicted before he is taken to prison.
"The convict has right to reject a country he is taken to if he has credible reasons he or she may not be willing to be
taken to the particular country," added Ogeto.
In 2007 ICC detention commandant Sandon Guindo told The Standard: "Every compound (comprising 18 cells) is
provided with a television set connected to Pay TV. It serves to provide for recreation and information."
"Daily ration cost per detainee is Sh500. The meal is prepared, taking into consideration the age, health, and
cultural requirement of the detainee," Guindo added. Menus vary from vegetarian, non-vegetarian, red meat to
white meat.
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Voice of America
Tuesday, 21 July 2009
Kenyans Indignant Over Cabinet Indecision
By Peter Clottey

Kenyans are expressing outrage after the coalition cabinet postponed a decision on dealing with alleged
perpetrators of 2008 post-election violence.
Cabinet ministers are sharply split between using a local tribunal or the International Criminal Court
(ICC) which led to the postponement of a decision until next week.
President Mwai Kibaki and Prime Minister Raila Odinga are reportedly in favor of using
a local tribunal to put those accused of masterminding the post-election violence on trial.
But a recent Steadman poll shows more than 68 percent of Kenyans favor sending the
perpetrators to the ICC.
Both President
Kibaki and PM
Odinga favor a
local tribunal to
address the 2008
post election
violence.

Political analyst Michael Tiampati told VOA that a local tribunal could be manipulated
by politicians.

"The general reaction of Kenyans at the countryside is that of disbelief and frustration.
Because Kenya is confronted by a multiplicity of issues, and the image of the country is
at stake. And what is appearing is that there is despondency at the cabinet level, which
should not be the case," Tiampati said.

He said Kenyans are questioning their leaders judgment on how to deal with those behind the postelection violence.
"In terms of leadership, Kenya is currently suffering a leadership crisis… and Kenyans have said that with
the coming together of the two sides and said it will get working, but that is not the case anymore," he
said.
Tiampati said divisions within the government contributed to its indecisiveness.
"The government has not been one, has been pulling in two different directions.
And this is playing out now because when the envelope was handed to the
prosecutor (Luis Moreno) Ocampo, then a section of the government started saying
that people actually fought because of President Kibaki and the Prime Minister
Raila Odinga," Tiampati said.
He said some Kenyans favor both the president and prime minister facing
prosecution over the post-election violence.
"What they are saying is that if there have to be people to be prosecuted, the two
principals should be in the mix because people fought because of them," he said.
Tiampati said there is growing fear that sending the perpetrators to the ICC could
undermine the country's stability.

Former UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan,
handed a list of suspects
to the ICC chief
prosecutor.
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"There is that fear that by taking the culprits to The Hague, then that would plunge the country into
chaos. My take is that that is what the president and the prime minister are trying to forestall," Tiampati
said.
He said Kenyans want the accused to be internationally prosecuted.
"The people are unanimous that the perpetrators should face justice at The
Hague because the Kenyan judiciary has lost credibility. There is a feeling
that a local tribunal would be prone to manipulation by the political
elite…a cabinet minister said in broad daylight that he wanted a tribunal
that they could control," he said.
Earlier this month, the former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan handed
over an envelope containing the names of 10 suspects to the ICC chief
Kenya's post-election
prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo. The move is believed to put more
violence left scores dead and
pressure on the Kenya coalition government either to establish a local court
hundreds displaced from
quickly or face international justice.
their homes.
Meanwhile, it has come to light that the names of some cabinet ministers are listed among the accused
masterminds of Kenya's 2008 post-election violence. The violence left scores dead and hundreds
displaced from their homes.
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TamilCanadian
Wednesday, 22 July 2009
http://www.tamilcanadian.com/page.php?cat=211&id=5779
Sri Lankan war criminals should be charged locally and Internationally
“We seek the truth and will endure the consequences”
American academic, historian and President of Yale University - Charles Seymour (1 January 1885 – 11 August
1963)
While discussing this press release, some of our colleagues predicted possible reactions of the Sri Lankan
government. One said it may be the routine intimidation and harassment; another said that as usual they will target
certain individuals through their state media and Embassies. But on the whole everyone said TCHR should be
prepared for the worst.
Let us look at the current realities and the facts regarding the Tamils in the North East – the Tamil homeland. The
Sri Lankan government is celebrating military victory over the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam – LTTE. In the
vocabulary of the Sri Lankan government, the majority of the people in the South and certain States and individuals
in foreign countries, it was a victory against Terrorism.
However, do the majority of people in the North East or the Tamil diaspora and Tamils in general accept or agree
with this vocabulary? This is an important question and the government of Sri Lanka can neither put words into the
mouths of the Tamils nor can it force its ideas and dreams onto the people.
For anyone who is really for human rights, good governance and democracy, it is understandable how and why the
current situation is misrepresented by the Sri Lankan government. This is a strategy for survival rather than a
representation of reality. In other words it is a massive build up of lies and deceptions with no foundation, waiting
to collapse in a storm of truth and reality.
Past three decades
The birth of the LTTE in the North East in 1970s came from the ashes of the several Sinhala riots against the
Tamils; Sinhala colonisation and Buddhisation in the North East; violent responses to the Tamils non violent
struggle; unilateral abrogation of pacts and contempt for the democratic mandate voted by the people of the North
East in the free and fair elections in 1977, in exercise of their right to self-determination.
During several Sinhala riots against the Tamils - thousands were killed, raped, displaced and their properties were
looted. Two important pacts signed in 1957 and 1965 between then Sinhala Prime Ministers and then Tamils
leaders were unilaterally abrogated by the Sri Lankan government. The Tamils’ non violent struggle since 1948 for
their fundamental political rights and aspirations was violently suppressed by the Sri Lankan government and its
security forces. This led to the birth of the LTTE and then its rapid development over the years, with massive
support of the people. Eventually the LTTE established a successful de-facto government in the North East. This
existed for nearly two decades with all infra-structures in place - this is history.
It cannot be denied that there were some mistakes made on the part of the LTTE. There were occasions when even
the LTTE acknowledged these. But the majority of the people in the North East still accepted and endorsed the
LTTE administration, right until 18 May 2009.
During the same thirty years, every Sri Lankan government which negotiated, signed agreements and fought with
the LTTE - committed massacres, caused disappearances, raped Tamil women, starved people to death, aerially
bombed and shelled Tamil areas destroying hundreds and thousands of schools, churches, temples and other public
and private buildings. The catalogue of suffering of Tamils at the hands of every government is long.
While waging war, Sri Lankan governments engaged in smart international propaganda campaigns, cleverly
blaming and recognising each others’ predecessor’s violations against the Tamils at least in part. However, the
ultimate conclusion of every government was that they were fighting a war against terrorism. To some extent this
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version was accepted by the international community without taking into account the history of the island and the
fact that the LTTE was being punished disproportionately by the mighty powers of the world.
According to former Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka (November 2005 to January 2007), Mr. Mangala Samaraweera,
the US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice lobbied many EU states to ban the LTTE, in June 2006. This implicitly
shows that many EU states did not want to ban the LTTE but due to a request from Condoleezza Rice, they felt
obliged to do so. (Daily Mirror, 26 June 2009)
The LTTE participated in negotiations with at least four Presidents – President J. R. Jeyawardena in 1986 in
Bangalore-India; President Ranasinghe Premadasa in 1989; Prime Minister and later President Chandrika
Kumaratunga in 1994; and President Mahinda Rajapaksa in 2005. When these negotiations failed, loud and clear
statements by the LTTE argued that the Sri Lankan government leaders were not interested in finding a negotiated
settlement to the Tamils’ long standing grievances. But this was not accepted by the international actors, possibly
because of the LTTE’s military structures having a Navy as well as an Air Force and their track record of military
victories.
If any of these Presidents had felt that the LTTE had played a foul game in the negotiations, one after the other, four
Presidents would never have invited the LTTE for further peace talks. Now the objective of the Sri Lankan
governments becomes very clear, it was purely to buy time until they had fully prepared for a war of victory.
Government poses - ‘National Unity’
Anyhow, as said and predicted by the party to the conflict, the LTTE, - the present Sri Lankan government with the
help of other political parties including the UNP in the South, has systematically found a military solution with the
wider help of many other States.
One should not forget that the present government is trying to pose as a ‘government of National Unity’. Many
members and ex-Ministers of the UNP, JVP, JHU, part of the NSSP and also non grata and non elected Tamils
make up the present government. It is a hidden fact that the unity of the SLFP, UNP and JVP is an exhibition or
facade – a drama. Unity and disunity among them are staged as appropriate to suit the questions and queries of
outsiders.
It must be remembered that the present Mahinda Rajapaksa government has antagonised not only the LTTE and its
sympathisers, but generally every Tamil locally and internationally. Tamils are unable to believe in a future solution
because the Sri Lankan government has not learned anything from the past. All successive governments believe in
one mantra – that is the Sinhalisation and Buddhisation of the whole island, especially the North East.
Every Sri Lankan government lives in the present and is not bothered about the future. This is one of the reasons the
Island has seen so much bloodshed. The President and his family may be today’s heroes for the South but the future
could brand them as the worst warmongers, traitors who caused disunity in the island. There is no doubt that after a
couple of years, the International propagandists of the Sri Lankan government are going to tell the world, “yes it
was a mistake made by Mahinda Rajapaksa’s government, but now we have a different government which is ready
to look into the grievances of the Tamils”.During that time, as there will be a different government and different
officials in other countries, it is easy to predict that such statements would even be believed. But Tamils will remain
victims and half of the population will no longer be alive.
The way the government handled the war, it has sown seeds for more violence in the future, rather than eradicated
terrorism, as they have claimed.
Armenian genocide
Today, the President and others may be escaping international punishment for war crimes - crimes against peace,
crimes against humanity, traditional war crimes and genocide. But history has taught us that when there is a change
of certain governments, the very countries which came to the rescue of violating countries facing indictment for war
crimes may eventually bring the same countries to the international court. The denial of systematic destructions of
today will be rectified tomorrow.
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A good example is the Armenian genocide during Ottoman Empire in 1915-1917. While Turkey resisted
widespread calls for it to recognise the genocide, after several years many countries did accept it. Some Turkish
individuals who denied the genocide ended-up in a court in a foreign country and were found guilty. Even though it
is not a pre-condition for Turkey to accept the genocide to enter the European Union, Turkey still faces difficulties.
We presume that the Sri Lankan authorities will remember what happened with the Nuremberg Trial and ad hoc
tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. Not forgetting of course, the recent indictment of the President of
Sudan. It is true that Sudan is not a signatory to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court – ICC, but
there are mechanisms which can be utilised by mighty powers, as and when determined.
Trial suit is waiting
We assume that the President and other violators of war crimes in Sri Lanka are aware of what happened to
President Chandrika Kumaratunga, when she visited the Netherlands in the late 90s. Under local law, a suit was
filed against her by a Lawyer in the Netherlands and the judge could not find enough evidence to proceed with that
case. This allowed Chandrika to fly out of the Netherlands. If enough evidence had been filed, today Sri Lankan
history would have been written differently. As far as Sri Lanka is concerned, presently, the lack evidence is not an
issue – on the contrary, evidence is over flowing. Filing a suit in a democratic country is not limited to the President
of a violating state. It is applicable to anyone representing the violating county, other than the Ambassador of that
state.
This is why Sri Lanka has recently appointed a notorious military commander as their Ambassador to Germany. In
fact, they are testing the pulse of the West regarding their violations. Germany was one of the countries that took a
serious initiative in the Special session of the Human Rights Council on Sri Lanka, in last May.
Excerpt from the TCHR Urgent appeal of 28 June 2001 - Ref : AC/16/01 “Justice has no Border”
“..........Under the International legal framework of human rights, Sri Lankan political leaders, along with their
security counterparts can be held to account for their war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide in Sri
Lanka.
Those of us who live in democratic and civilised countries should make use of the law of these countries and bring
the Sri Lankan war criminals to account, who freely come and go on holiday.
The case filed against President Chandrika Kumaratunga in Netherlands has showed us the path..........! (end)
It cannot be denied that the armed struggle supported by the majority of the Tamils in the North East, has come to
an end - maybe permanently or maybe temporarily – with a massive number of killings and deaths, disappearances,
casualties and displacements. The survivors of the Vanni war find themselves in places which are worse or equal to
the Nazis’ Auschwitz & Buchenwald extermination camps and concentration camps. Half the cadres who were
carrying out this struggle are dead, many are in custody of the Sri Lankan security forces undergoing various
harassments and torture, some have been disappeared and some of them may be alive.
Those who are in the camps, where inhumane conditions are rife, are killed and disappeared every day. The women
are raped, the children harassed, families’ members are separated and there is no proper shelter, food or medical
facilities. The hygiene conditions are horrendous. Recently there has been serious outbreak of meningitis and
encephalitis.
International NGOs, Social Workers, Media personnel and others are not allowed to visit these camps.
This is what is happening to the victims of war and their families who fought for their fundamental political rights
and aspirations for the last six decades through non violent and other means.
The government has to admit that it treats Tamils differently to the Sinhalese. A comparison between the military
victory over the JVP in 1989 and the Vanni war is a good example. When the JVP was decimated by the Sri Lankan
security forces - how many Singhalese in the South became IDPs and how many IDP camps existed in the South?
Were any people in the South kept in camps for months in the name of screening?
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This is where one has to seriously think of the true nature of the LTTE’s struggle for the right to self-determination
of the Tamil people. If the LTTE is not fully supported by the majority of the Tamils, then why is this so-called
screening process going on? Here the logic put forward in the past that “the LTTE is the Tamils and Tamils are the
LTTE” is proven to be accepted by the government itself.
The banning, unbanning and eventual banning of the LTTE is a clear indication that the government doesn’t want
the outside world to realise the support that the LTTE enjoyed among the Tamils in North East. The government
fear that the LTTE may become a political force in the North East.
Plight of the IDPs
On 19 May 2009, President said in the parliament that, “....There are only two peoples in this country. One is the
people that love this country. The other comprises the small groups that have no love for the land of their birth.
Those who do not love the country are now a lesser group.”He continues,“No longer are the Tamils, Muslims,
Burghers, Malays and any others minorities.”
What does he mean? Is he saying that “those who do not love the country are traitors?”or“Tamils, Muslims,
Burghers, Malays and any others minorities are now Singhalese?” The message has a double meaning.
We are sure that the President is well aware that 300,000 victims of the Vanni war have been incarcerated in forty
odd inhumane extermination camps and concentration camps for more than two months.
Sources visited camps
A few of our sources have visited some of these camps. When they entered for the first time, they were surprised to
see that the Soldiers at the entrance guarding these camps were wearing masks. Only after they entered inside the
camps, did they realise that the camps were full of injured, sick and elders who are left to die. Hygiene conditions
are appalling and flies everywhere, hence the masks.
Those whom they have met and spoken with previously were not seen on their next visit. The women whom they
met earlier had been raped and harassed by the soldiers. The children have no schooling. The injured have no
proper medicine. The hungry have no proper food. The wives, husbands, children pleaded with them to find their
parents, sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, and other family members. Those who want to follow their spiritual
practices have no place to do so, nor persons to carry out their rituals and rites.
The tyranny and this appalling situation have continued for days, weeks, months and years. Yet the President said in
his speech on 19 May, “....In the past several decades those (Tamils) people did not have the right to a meaningful
life. They were denied the right to life, the right to freedom, the right to development. I shall give all of that to those
people. I accept that responsibility.” These words have no meaning other than for international publicity.
Development and Reconciliation may be sweet words for outsiders but not for those who are in the extermination
and concentration camps. It is shameful that a government which claims to respect democracy and exists in 21st
century, has these camps. The homes of those interned IDPs are almost all looted by the soldiers and the
paramilitary working with the government.
It is strongly believed that the IDPs of any part of the North East will be resettled only after the Sinhalese people
have been well settled and statues of Buddha have been erected in most of those areas. De-mining is a pretext to
prevent resettlement and the government is shedding crocodile tears over it. Do these people face anything worse in
their own places of residence than what they are undergoing in the extermination camps and concentration camps?
All this is happening behind an iron curtain.
Some victims of the Vanni war are held in incommunicado, undergoing torture and forced to appear to give
interviews in favour of the government to the press. The Government uses such sinister acts to hide the truth. Who
will consider these interviews seriously?
Political solution is a myth
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The Secretariat for Coordinating the Peace Process (SCOPP) will be winding up operations with effect from July 31
and the All Party Representative Committee (APRC) has also been asked to wind up its affairs.
Sri Lanka has a history of finding excuses to avoid implementing a political solution for the Tamils.
Please see the sequence in which the present President has talked about this matter : Initially he said that a political
solution would be offered once the military operations ended. Then he stated that, the All Party Representative
Committee (APRC) was in its final stage and once finalised would be implemented. Now the APRC has been
replaced with a new committee, known as the committee for Development and Reconciliation. This committee has
nothing to do with a political solution and the latest is that the President wants a new mandate for any political
solution to the Tamil question. Now he thinks that his second term in office is the best period for it. In between,
there was an occasion when he said in USA : “there is no ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka, as some media mistakenly
high light”.
These are the new thoughts of the government - as the LTTE is no more in existence in the ground and there is no
other Tamil leadership which is in a position to challenge the government, to seriously consider any political
solution. At least now the mighty powers will understand why the Sri Lankan government was determined to brand
the LTTE as a terrorist organisation and also sought their help to wipe them out.
Is it democracy?
While the government gained a military victory, the independent media in the South was silenced by illegal forces
which are working with the government. No media is allowed to report anything about the suffering of the people
during the war nor even about the inhumane conditions in the camps nor how the government has achieved this
military victory.
Some journalists in the South have been branded as traitors and these journalists and their families are facing
various hardships and threats. Some have already left the island for their safety. Many journalists in the North East
and in the South have already been killed.
On 19 May 2009, in his speech to the Parliament, the President said, “.....I will also not permit anyone to destroy
democracy in our country...”
The government which presents itself to the world as democratically elected is now looking for a way of extending
the period of the Parliament and the Presidency though a referendum! Sri Lankan governments introduced all their
anti-Tamil legislation under the guise of democracy.
In the past, President J. R. Jeyawardena had many referendums. If the Sri Lankan leaders think that a referendum
would be the best way to show their commitment to democracy, they must courageously hold a referendum in the
North East, on the Tamil ethnic question.
If this government chooses to ignore the Tamils’ grievances, then in another few years, there may be worse
incidents, than those experienced in the past. However successive governments have always benefited from the twin
agendas of Sinhalisation and Buddhisation of the North East. The present government is no exception. In fact, this
twin agenda is going to be its eventual political package to the Tamils.

The President and his family cannot hang onto power forever, in Sri Lanka. When their period comes to an end, that
is the day that they will be answerable for all the heinous mistakes of today.
Even the Tamils who supported the government, miscalculating that the elimination of the LTTE is the only way
forward, are now regretting. The Eelam People’s Democratic Party - EPDP members and a nominated Minister in
the government are being forced to contest the election on the ruling party ticket – they were prevented from
contesting through EPDP. Then the TULF President who fully endorsed the war is now complaining that he is

31

unable to carry out his election campaign in Jaffna because government people are obstructing his party’s
campaign.
The following was said to the IPS, on 17 July 2009, by two Tamil politicians who supported the government in the
latest war :
"These elections do not mean anything to the people. The people are undergoing total agony. Every house has a
relative who is missing, killed, injured or in IDP camps," said V Anandasangaree, the leader of the Tamil Liberation
Front.
Dharmalingam Sidarthan, the leader of the People’s Liberation Organisation of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE) said, "Even
though these two places (Vavuniya and Jaffna) were not directly affected during the final stages of the war, people
had lost many of their kith and kin". "Therefore, we had asked the government not to hold the elections until the
people were mentally stable."
The government is testing the ground with Municipality elections in the North, while 300,000 people are kept in the
inhumane IDPs concentration camps in Vanni district and another 200,000 in other places. They have already
hidden the elections results of 1977 and 2004 in the North and East. Even if they lose this election, they will have
their own explanation. But if they win the election with their routine vote-rigging, the results will be used to further
strengthen their appeal to the International Monetary Fund - IMF and to the EU for GSP plus.
Sri Lanka discredits and intimidates as ‘preventive measure’
In a joint statement on 23 May 2009, the UN Secretary General underlined the importance of an accountability
process for addressing violations of international humanitarian and human rights law in Sri Lanka and he further
indicated that the government will take measures to address those grievances. So far, no measures have been taken
by the government, but it has used this very statement during the Special session of the UN Human Rights Council
on Sri Lanka, to lobby members to vote in its favour. Until now no measures have been taken towards
implementation.
The recent statement to the media by Sri Lanka’s Ambassador to the EU is a clear indication that Sri Lanka expects
all Western countries to create a few camps like those inhumane camps in the Vanni and Vavuniya and herd all the
Tamil diaspora into them. The Ambassador has forgotten that these are real democratic governments made up of
civilised people. In these countries, the rule of law and good governance prevail.
The Sri Lankan Ambassador to the EU should also remember that being law-abiding citizens of democratic
countries, each person has the right to work on human rights, democracy and good governance issues in any country
around the world. According to international norms these are fundamental birth rights. This may shock the Sri
Lankan Ambassador.
The Tamil diaspora should be alerted to the fact that the Sri Lankan embassies and state media’s fiction writers
work with the agenda of discrediting and intimidating. This is done with the motive of preventing any pressure
being brought to bear on Sri Lanka, for its record of war crimes and genocide, perpetrated against the Tamils in the
island.
Any individual for peace, security and human rights should continue to coordinate to find all possible methods to
bring these culprits to the local courts of countries they visit, as well as to International courts. Lawyers need to be
consulted and the evidence prepared, in case any Ministers or military officials visit democratic countries where
they could be indicted.
Nobody should miss a single opportunity arising in democratic countries, to bring the Sri Lankan War criminals to
book. They have inflicted massive damage to the community as a whole, now let us find justice wherever it is
possible.
Also it is imperative that the diaspora and its organisations continue to work hard on the matters related to the IDPs
and the political detainees, who are undergoing severe hardships at the hands of the tyrannical government.
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Hariri witness held for four years without charge in Syria
Monday 20 July marks exactly four years since Ziad Ramadan was arrested by the Syrian authorities, in whose
custody he remains detained without charge or trial.
Amnesty International has urged Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to order the release of Ziad Ramadan, a witness
in the case of the assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafic Hariri on 14 February 2005 in Beirut,
unless he is to be given a prompt, fair trial.
Ziad Ramadan is thought to be currently held at the Palestine Branch of Syrian Military Intelligence, where torture
and other ill-treatment of detainees is common. He has not been permitted to see his family since September 2007,
raising serious concern for his safety.
According to the Syrian authorities, Ziad Ramadan, a Syrian national, was detained in connection with the
assassination of former Prime Minister Hariri.
However, the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, the court established to try those accused of responsibility for the
killing, told Amnesty International in May 2009 that it does not consider Ziad Ramadan a suspect.
Instead, they said he was merely a witness because of his association with someone of interest to the Tribunal’s
investigation, and therefore they had not requested his detention.
Prior to the assassination of Rafic Hariri, Ziad Ramadan had been a work colleague in Lebanon of Ahmed Abu
‘Adas, a Beirut resident who appeared in a video making a confession of responsibility for the killing on behalf of a
previously unknown militant group.
The video was broadcast by Al-Jazeera on the day of the assassination but a UN fact-finding mission indicated in
March 2005 that there was little or no evidence available to support Ahmed Abu ‘Adas’ statement.
Ziad Ramadan was interviewed by the Lebanese authorities following the broadcasting of the video but was
released soon afterwards. He then returned to Syria, where he was detained by Military Intelligence officials on 20
July 2005.
He was held incommunicado at the Palestine Branch detention centre for six months before being moved to prison
in Homs. He was returned to the Palestine Branch in September 2007, where it is presumed he is still being held,
although there has been no official confirmation of his current whereabouts.
In February 2009, responding to a joint intervention by the UN Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges
and lawyers and the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD), the Syrian authorities said Ziad
Ramadan could face trial in Syria on terrorism-related charges once he had appeared before the Special Tribunal
for Lebanon.
However, no charges are known to have been brought against him and, four years after his arrest, he remains held
without access to his family or a lawyer of his own choosing. He is without any means to challenge his continuing
detention or obtain effective remedy.
Amnesty International wrote to Syrian President Bashar al-Assad regarding the case of Ziad Ramadan on 17 July
2009. It had written on 2 June 2008 to then Defence Minister Hassan Ali Turkmani with similar concerns, but
received no response.

