SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
OUTREACH AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

PRESS CLIPPINGS
Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and
related issues obtained by the Outreach and Public Affairs Office
as at:
Monday, 10 August 2009

Press clips are produced Monday through Friday.
Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact
Martin Royston-Wright

Ext 7217

2

Local News
50 Controlled and Restrainers Get Certificate / Awoko

Page 3

Taylor Lashes at UK, USA / The Torchlight

Pages 4-5

Taylor’s Lawyer Poisoned? / The Exclusive

Pages 6-7

“ ECOMOG Trained Liberians” / Total News

Page 8

RUFP Writes International Community / The Satellite

Page 9

Needed: TRC Follow-Up Committee / The Senator

Page 10

“I Thank God for NaCSA” / The New Citizen

Page 11

Liberian President Faces TRC / The African Champion

Page 12

International News
Ex-Liberian Chief Pushes Back at US Government / Associated Press

Pages 13-14

Ex-Liberian Chief Tells War Crimes Court US Radio Intercepts…/ Associated Press

Page 15

Sierra Leone: Kabbah - It's Difficult to Forgive Charles Taylor / This Day

Pages 16-17

Taylor Tells Court He Has No Secret Bank Accounts / Charlestaylortrial.org

Pages 18-20

ECOMOG Peacekeepers Trained Liberians To Fight In Sierra Leone / Charlestaylortrial.org

Pages 21-22

Report from The Hague / BBC World Service Trust

Pages 23-25

UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL

Pages 26-27

Verdict Due for Ex-Nazi Officer, 65 Years After Italy Massacre / Agence France Presses

Page 28

Suddenly, US Inclines Towards World Court / Radio Netherlands Worldwide

Pages 29-30

3

Awoko
Monday, 10 August 2009

4

The Torchlight News
Monday, 10 August 2009

5

6

The Exclusive
Monday, 10 August 2009

7

]

8

Total News
Monday, 10 August 2009

9

The Satellite
Thursday, 6 August 2009

10

The Senator
Thursday, 6 August 2009

11

The New Citizen
Monday, 10 August 2009
“I Thank God for NaCSA”

12

The African Champion
Thursday, 6 August 2009

13

Associated Press
Friday, 7 August 2009
Ex-Liberian chief pushes back at US government
By ARTHUR MAX
AMSTERDAM — Charles Taylor accuses the United States of gunboat diplomacy, of dumping him as
part of a global policy of "regime change" and of hypocrisy on human rights. Defending himself in court
against war crimes charges, the former Liberian president is hitting back at his nemesis.
On the witness stand for the fourth week in The Hague, Taylor's simmering anger at the U.S. has boiled
over several times into venomous monologues.
Taylor is charged by the Special Court for Sierra Leone with 11 counts of murder, rape, sexual
enslavement, torture and recruiting child soldiers while supporting rebels in Sierra Leone during the 19912002 civil war.
He denies wrongdoing, and claims the U.S. is responsible for putting him in jail.
On Thursday, he charged that the U.S. and Britain rammed resolutions through the U.N. Security Council
blaming him — unfairly, he says — for sending Liberian fighters into Sierra Leone, beginning his
downfall.
"Even now I'm hurt. I'm angry and hurt because I saw the whole country of Liberia destroyed, my
government destroyed, simply because two responsible members of the international community, in the
way I'm seeing it, acquiesced in this nonsense." he said.
"So I'm saying they are responsible," he said.
If Washington and London would release classified radio intercepts, they could disprove key prosecution
testimony claiming that he was directing the rebels in Sierra Leone, he claimed.
"The United States has the capacity to unravel this case if it chooses to," he told the three judges.
Then-President George W. Bush led the international pressure for Taylor to resign and leave Liberia in
2003, after Taylor was accused of meddling in the Sierra Leone conflict and sponsoring death squads that
committed grotesque atrocities against civilians to suppress any opposition.
After Taylor took refuge in Nigeria in a U.S.-brokered deal, Bush pushed for him to answer the
international indictment issued earlier that year by the U.N.-backed special court. Taylor was arrested in
2006 and brought to the Netherlands, where a trial was deemed less disruptive than in West Africa.
Taylor's beliefs are not unfounded, said Elwood Dunn, a political science professor at the University of
the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, and the author of the book "Liberia and the United States During the
Cold War: The Limits of Reciprocity."
"I'm not surprised that Taylor wants to blame most of his troubles on the United States," he said. "I think
the United States did play a role in bringing him down — and I think the Liberian people are grateful for
that," said.
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The history of Liberia — and of Taylor himself — is intimately entwined with the U.S.
Modern Liberia was founded by freed American slaves in the 1800s. Their descendants governed
uninterrupted for more than 130 years, establishing a ruling class that looked down on the tribes that
inhabited the country.
Taylor, the offspring of a Liberian magistrate and his illiterate housekeeper, attended college in Boston.
He has told his war crimes judges that he brought back from the U.S. the principles of democracy and the
rule of law — an image that contrasts with the portrait of tyrannical dictator presented by prosecution
witnesses.
Taylor now says the U.S. is in no position to lecture him on human rights.
"Look, I went to school in America, OK? I was in Boston during the school desegregation in south
Boston," he said. "I remember that time when black students had to be put on buses and bused with police
escort. ...
"When it happens in your country we don't see you report about yourselves, about the dirt in your own
country. And you come to us and you tell us all this nonsense about what we're doing."
Taylor initially had support within the U.S. government when he launched his insurrection to oust the
dictatorship of Samuel K. Doe in 1989, although other factions in Washington saw Doe as an important
Cold War ally in postcolonial Africa.
After seven years of civil war, Taylor handily won presidential elections in 1997.
But Washington soon grew impatient with Taylor's autocratic ways, Dunn said.
A key moment in Taylor's stormy relations with Washington came in 1998 when the U.S. Embassy in
Monrovia, the Liberian capital, opened its gate to allow rebels led by Roosevelt Johnson to escape
Taylor's pursuing forces. Johnson was airlifted out of the compound by a U.S. helicopter and out of
Taylor's grasp.
The U.S. Navy moved a warship off the coast, ostensibly to protect U.S. citizens during the upheavals.
Taylor denounced that move this week as "typical gunboat diplomacy," that he believed was meant to
intimidate him by military might.
During 75 hours in the witness stand, Taylor has unleashed broadsides at those who accuse him of
secreting millions of dollars in profits from dealing in "blood diamonds" from Sierra Leone in exchange
for arms. The U.S. has ordered a freeze on any assets found to be owned by Taylor or his family in U.S.
banks.
"They reduce me to a little petty thief. That's what I'm supposed to be. A little petty thug," Taylor said in
one lengthy lament this week. "I'm definitely not that."
Copyright © 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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Associated Press
Thursday, 6 August 2009
Ex-Liberian chief tells war crimes court US radio intercepts would clear case against him
By ARTHUR MAX
AMSTERDAM - Former Liberian President Charles Taylor called Thursday on the United States and
Britain to declassify radio intercepts he says would help clear him of war crimes charges.
Taylor was concluding his fourth week of testimony in his defense against 11 charges of crimes against
humanity, including murder, rape and torture, for aiding rebels in Sierra Leone.
Taylor said U.S. and British intelligence agencies could counter the testimony of a prosecution witness
who said the Liberian leader had sent radio messages to Sierra Leone rebel factions urging them to
cooperate in toppling the government in Freetown, Sierra Leone's capital.
Taylor denied that. He said any such messages would have been logged by the intelligence services that
were listening to open radio chatter.
"Who is silly enough to get on the open radio to talk like this?" he told the U.N.-backed Special Court for
Sierra Leone in The Hague.
"You can't haul me to jail, I mean, for years just on this type of nonsense," he said. "The United States has
the capacity to unravel this case if it chooses to," he said.
He said the United Nations should ask all member states with evidence to bring it to the courtroom. If it
needed to remain classified, he said, the court could go into secret session where confidential information
is protected.
Taylor has been systematically attacking prosecution evidence presented since the trial began in January
2008 alleging that he traded weapons for diamonds in Sierra Leone and tried to seize control of the
neighboring country by proxy.
He is accused of spurring on the rebels to impose a reign of terror on civilians by hacking off limbs and
ears. He has denied any involvement with the insurgents other than encouraging them to negotiate an end
to the conflict.
Taylor is the first African head of state to stand trial at an international war crimes court.
He was expected to be on the witness stand for several more weeks.

16

This Day (Nigeria)
Sunday, 9 August 2009
Sierra Leone: Kabbah - It's Difficult to Forgive Charles Taylor
Nseobong Okon-Ekong
Lagos — Former President of Sierra Leone, Alhaji Teejan Kabbah, yesterday said forgiving former
Liberian leader, Mr. Charles Taylor, over his "atrocities" against the people of Sierra-Leone, was a
difficult thing for him to do.
Kabbah, a two-term leader of Sierra Leone, was President of the diamond-rich country when Taylor, then
President of the neighbouring Liberia, was alleged to be sponsoring a guerilla group, Revolutionary
United Front (RUF) that fought Kabbah's government from all fronts all through most of his tenure.
Taylor is currently being tried by the United Nations International Tribunal for War Crimes for allegedly
sponsoring war and criminal activities in Sierra Leone.
Kabbah, who was in Nigeria at the weekend for the fifth edition of the Nigeria Telecommunications
Awards, told THISDAY that it would be difficult for him to forgive Taylor if he continues to be
unrepentant as he exhibited in recent interviews.
Speaking further at the Oriental Hotel in Lekki-Lagos, Kabbah said, "It is difficult to ask if I can forgive
Charles Taylor because I spoke to him many times. I said what is going on in your name and with your
knowledge and connivance is bad, not only for Sierra Leone but for West Africa and African children. I
spoke to him, then, I followed that up with a letter. I sent my vice-president with a letter to him, pleading
with him along those lines."
Narrating how he engaged the empathy of other African leaders to prevail on Taylor to desist from his
alleged plundering of Sierra Leone, Kabbah recalled: "In fact, there was a meeting with the African Union
in Accra and all the others (presidents) were there - all the leaders - yes, all the West African presidents
were there but then we had Thabo Mbeki with us, somebody from outside the region. I tried hard. I spoke
to him, I asked people to prevail on him."
According to Kabbah, trying to extract a promise from Taylor was very frustrating. "He would say this to
me and he would be doing something else without my knowing. I will phone him. We got to the stage
where I think we had to go to court on this. Well myself, I decided that perhaps it will be a good idea for
us to have the special court in Sierra Leone so that if people see and know that even if a president does
something which is not right there is some facility for the president to be questioned about that and for
him to explain his own side of the story and that's how we went about setting up that court."
Kabbah, who was in the company of his wife, also said nemesis has caught up with Taylor. "It is so
interesting when I remember all these things in retrospect. We were attending a meeting - ECOWAS
meeting in Ghana and that morning, there was an agreement by my government and the UN that we
would not interfere in the running of the special court. They didn't tell me that they were going to make
him to appear in court and so on; but when I got to Ghana, I was told that this had happened and that they
were going to try and see how best they could accelerate the process."
Stating that the harrowing experience of war that his country went through can be traced to Taylor, the
former Sierra Leonean President revealed his last ditch effort to make Taylor stop the war. "I, in the
presence of the other presidents, spoke to Charles (Taylor). I said try and do something to end this thing
(war) and finish it up. That's how it happened ... How my people suffered, whatever problems we may be
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having still is borne through Taylor's machination and his supporters; so to ask me if I can forgive him,
yes, we should try to forgive each other. I will forgive you if you have been giving me the opportunity to
stop doing criminal act, committing criminal act or killing and getting involved in killing of people and I
spoke to you and you said yes I made a mistake. I will not do this type of thing again, but Taylor never
said that, you can hear his voice on radio during interviews. He still talks authoritatively, without showing
any remorse. So asking me whether I will forgive him, I think I have to think about that."
Explaining why he honoured the invitation to the fifth anniversary of the Nigeria Telecoms Awards,
Kabbah said, "I have brothers here doing what I consider to be a fantastic job, not only for Nigeria but the
rest of Africa, particularly, West Africa and they asked me and I felt it was my duty to heed call. I am
convinced that what they are doing is the best thing for Africa."
"I tell you why, many years ago before independence, you wanted to phone somebody in Guinea which is
just next door to us you had to go from Freetown, you phone to London and from London they put you
unto Paris and from Paris before you get back again to Guinea. Now you can see the type of
inconvenience our people went through. In those days, telecommunications was a difficult thing."
He related a personal example of the difficulties: "when my father died, I was in England, I had gone there
on some mission and they kept on trying to get me from one place to the other. It was so difficult. Now it
was because of this difficulty that's why a lot of pressure was put on the international telecommunication
system that this was too much. We must be in a position where African countries can communicate with
each other. I think that's the way it started and Nigeria has perfected it. I hope the whole of Africa will
benefit from this."
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Charlestaylortrial.org (The Hague)
Saturday, 8 August 2009
Liberia: Taylor Tells Court He Has No Secret Bank Accounts - Says He Did Not Give Orders To
RUF Commander Sam Bockarie
Alpha Sesay
Charles Taylor has denied stashing away huge amounts of money, allegedly earned through illicit
diamond trading with Sierra Leonean rebels during the country's 11-year conflict, in secret bank accounts
around the world and challenged his accusers to prove any such accounts existed.
"I challenge the prosecutor to bring any evidence of a bank account that I have they know it's a lie but
they keep repeating it," Mr. Taylor said during his testimony at the Special Court for Sierra Leone on
Monday. "I ask anyone on this planet, if you know of any account that I opened or if you know anyone
who was acting in my interest, you are obliged to come forward and say it."
The Special Court for Sierra Leone's prosecution team has alleged that Taylor benefited from diamonds
mined by Sierra Leonean rebels, the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), during the country's civil war,
and that Mr. Taylor hid the proceeds in secret bank accounts. The prosecutor has been working with the
UN Sanctions Committee to recover any moneys and assets, if at all they exist. Mr. Taylor has denied
these allegations.
"What bank account has the UN found out for me?" Mr. Taylor asked. "Nobody ever brings factual
evidence but it is repeated, repeated and repeated, and you can never put things straight."
After a break on Tuesday due to the illness of Taylor's lawyer, the court resumed Wednesday and Mr.
Taylor told the judges that RUF Commander Sam Bockarie did not take orders from him during Sierra
Leone's conflict.
Prosecutors claim that RUF commander Sam Bockarie used to take orders directly from Mr. Taylor and
that the former Liberian president promoted Mr. Bockarie to the rank of Brigadier General in the RUF.
Mr. Taylor dismissed the allegations as "total nonsense." He said that the RUF was "dealing with me as a
president of Liberia and a member of the Committee of Five" – the group set up by the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to try to bring peace to Sierra Leone.
"Bockarie did not seek orders from me. I did not seek to give him orders," Mr. Taylor told the judges in
The Hague.
The link between the two men and Bockarie's RUF rebel group goes to the heart of the case against
Charles Taylor in the Special Court: that is, whether Mr. Taylor was in control of the RUF's actions in
Sierra Leone during the war, including the crimes that were committed by the RUF, during the country's
conflict after 1996 – and whether Mr. Taylor had the power to stop those crimes or punish those who
committed them.
The Prosecution has alleged that Mr. Taylor did give orders to Mr. Bockarie, and thus had effective
control over the RUF forces at critical times during the Sierra Leonean conflict. Between 1997-1999,
former RUF leader Foday Sankoh was jailed in Nigeria and during his absence, Sam Bockarie served as
interim leader of the RUF. Several prosecution witnesses have testified that during Sankoh's absence, Sam
Bockarie used to take to take orders directly from Mr. Taylor and based on his advice, the RUF launched
strategic operations such as the attacks on the diamond-rich town of Koidu in 1998 and Sierra Leone's
capital, Freetown in 1999. Witnesses also testified that during this period, Sam Bockarie made several
visits to Liberia based on Mr. Taylor's invitation. During these visits, witnesses said that Mr. Bockarie
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travelled back to Sierra Leone with loads of arms and ammunition which the RUF used to cause mayhem
against the people of Sierra Leone. Mr. Taylor has denied all these allegations.
Mr Taylor has sought to explain the nature of his relationship to Mr. Bockarie during his testimony in his
own defense. On Monday July 3, 2009, Mr. Taylor told the Special Court that in September 1998, he
invited Sam Bockarie to Liberia for the sole purpose of convincing him to end the war in Sierra Leone. He
also admitted giving Bockarie an amount of money as a gift for him and his rebels.
"When you come, presidents will, what they do, we do envelopes, may be one or two thousand dollars, we
give it to you for you and your boys to go and have a good time, may be buy some new jeans, some
sneakers, that kind of thing," Mr. Taylor told the court.
In his testimony on Wednesday, Mr. Taylor again admitted that in October and November 1998, Sam
Bockarie also went to Liberia. During his visit in October 1998, Mr. Taylor said that Bockarie met with
him, together with other security officers of Mr. Taylor's Liberian government, as well as with ECOWAS
leaders. Mr. Taylor said that on this visit also, he assigned a guest house to the RUF where they stayed
whenever they were in Liberia for the purpose of discussing the peace process in Sierra Leone. He said all
members of the ECOWAS Committee of Five also had access to the RUF leaders at the guest house.
In November 1998, Mr. Taylor said Bockarie also visited Liberia en route to Burkina Faso. Asked about
his knowlege of the purpose of the visit, Mr. Taylor said he was informed that Sam Bockarie was
travelling with a delegation of RUF commanders to seek advice from Burkina Faso president Blaise
Campaore on the peace process in Sierra Leone.
On Thursday, Mr. Taylor responded to prosecution allegations that he sent Liberians to fight alongside the
RUF rebels in Sierra Leone and that he helped in planning the rebel attacks on Sierra Leone's diamond
rich town of Koidu in the Kono District in 1998 and the January 1999 attacks on the country's capital
Freetown.
Mr. Taylor told the judges that peacekeepers of the Economic Community of West Africa States
Monitoring Group (ECOMOG), who were based in Liberia, trained over 1000 Liberians and sent them to
fight in Sierra Leone. Many of these Liberians were disarmed combatants who were paid and made to
fight alongside the Kamajors, a Sierra Leonean civil militia that fought against rebels forces on behalf of
the Sierra Leonean government.
"Some of these disarmed ex-combatants were trained and made to fight alongside the Kamajors. Even
some of these Liberians are officers in the Sierra Leone army today," Mr. Taylor said.
Mr. Taylor said that he was wrongly accused and made to take responsibility for the Liberian fighters in
Sierra Leone. He said that when these allegations came up, he asked the United Nations to conduct an
independent investigation to prove whether he had anything to do with the presence of Liberian fighters in
Sierra Leone. "I wanted a formal investigation to know who these Liberian fighters in Sierra Leone were,
because I know I did not send them," Mr. Taylor said. "I tried to force an international investigation but it
did not take place."
Mr. Taylor said he called for the deployment of United Nations observers as well as Sierra Leonean and
Liberian personnel to monitor the Sierra Leone-Liberian border. He asked the government of Sierra Leone
to send undercover officers to Liberia to investigate whether he was sending Liberians to Sierra Leone to
fight, Mr. Taylor said.
When the allegations of his support for Liberian fighters in Sierra Leone continued during the war, Mr.
Taylor said that he threatened to quit the ECOWAS Committee of Five. "I am doing my best, there are no
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Liberians that I have sent to Sierra Leone, but the allegations abound," Mr. Taylor said. "So I am going to
step out of the Committee of Five. We were just frustrated, we were tired, we were doing our best but
nothing was changing."
Other West African leaders prevailed on him not to quit the Committee of Five, he said, and he stayed.
Mr. Taylor also told the judges that on December 20 1998, he closed the Liberian border with Sierra
Leone in order to prevent the movement of people between both countries for military purposes.
In response to prosecution allegations that he helped RUF rebels to attack Sierra Leone's capital Freetown
only weeks later, in January 1999, Mr. Taylor told judges that he "heard that the attack on Freetown was
launched with the assistance of Liberian fighters." Upon hearing this, Mr. Taylor said he immediately
wrote a letter to the United Nations Secretary General to inform him that Liberia was not involved in the
attack.
Mr. Taylor's testimony continues on Monday.
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Charlestaylortrial.org
Thursday, 6 August 2009
Liberia: ECOMOG Peacekeepers Trained Liberians To Fight In Sierra Leone
Alpha Sesay
The Hague — Liberians who fought in Sierra Leone were trained and sent to fight by West African
peacekeepers in Liberia, Charles Taylor told judges of the Special Court for Sierra Leone today.
Peacekeepers of the Economic Community of West Africa States Monitoring Group (ECOMOG), who
were based in Liberia, trained over 1000 Liberians and sent them to fight in Sierra Leone, Mr. Taylor told
the court in The Hague today. Many of these Liberians were disarmed combatants who were paid and
made to fight alongside the Kamajors, a Sierra Leonean civil militia that fought against rebels forces on
behalf of the Sierra Leonean government.
"Some of these disarmed ex-combatants were trained and made to fight alongside the Kamajors. Even
some of these Liberians are officers in the Sierra Leone army today," Mr. Taylor said. He said that
ECOMOG used two locations for training and transportation of the Liberian fighters to Sierra Leone.
"Some of these combatants are being flown out of Roberts International Airport [Liberia's main airport in
Monrovia] by ECOMOG on ECOMOG military plane straight into Lungi Airport [Sierra Leone's main
airport in Freetown] and joining the combat. So they had two entry points, one from Roberts Field, they
are Liberians who are being flown in to fight, and the second was from Ricks Institute, driven to the Bo
Waterside. This is no secret," Mr. Taylor said.
The prosecution has alleged that Mr. Taylor trained and sent Liberian fighters to Sierra Leone to fight
alongside the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels who waged a war against the country (Sierra
Leone) for 11 years. Mr. Taylor has denied these allegations.
Mr. Taylor said that he was wrongly accused and made to take responsibility for the Liberian fighters in
Sierra Leone. He said that when these allegations came up, he asked the United Nations to conduct an
independent investigation to prove whether he had anything to do with the presence of Liberian fighters in
Sierra Leone.
"I wanted a formal investigation to know who these Liberian fighters in Sierra Leone were, because I
know I did not send them," Mr. Taylor said. "I tried to force an international investigation but it did not
take place."
Mr. Taylor said he called for the deployment of United Nations observers as well as Sierra Leonean and
Liberian personnel to monitor the Sierra Leone-Liberian border. He asked the government of Sierra Leone
to send undercover officers to Liberia to investigate whether he was sending Liberians to Sierra Leone to
fight, Mr. Taylor said.
When the allegations against Mr. Taylor continued during the war, he said that he threatened to quit the
ECOWAS Committee of Five–a committee set up by West African leaders to facilitate a peaceful end to
the conflict in Sierra Leone.
"I am doing my best, there are no Liberians that I have sent to Sierra Leone, but the allegations abound,"
Mr. Taylor said. "So I am going to step out of the Committee of Five. We were just frustrated, we were
tired, we were doing our best but nothing was changing." Other West African leaders prevailed on him not
to quit the Committee of Five, he said.
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Mr. Taylor told the judges that on December 20 1998, he closed the Liberian border with Sierra Leone in
order to prevent the movement of people between both countries for military purposes.
Mr. Taylor has also been accused of helping RUF rebels plan the January 1999 attack on Sierra Leone's
capital, Freetown. Mr. Taylor told judges that he "heard that the attack on Freetown was launched with the
assistance of Liberian fighters." Upon hearing this, Mr. Taylor said he immediately wrote a letter to the
United Nations Secretary General to inform him that Liberia was not involved in the attack.
Mr. Taylor expressed anger at these allegations against him, calling them "unfounded." "Even now, I am
hurt, I am angry even today," Mr. Taylor said about the allegations against him.
There will be no trial session on Fridays for the duration of Mr. Taylor's testimony.
Mr. Taylor's testimony continues on Monday.
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BBC World Service Trust
Thursday, 6 August 2009
Report from The Hague
On Tuesday, Charles Taylor’s Lead Lawyer, Courtenay Griffiths was suddenly hit by an illness which kept him
away from court for a day. Defence lawyer Morris Anyah termed Mr. Griffith’s illness as ‘’food poisoning.’’ So, is
somebody trying to kill Mr. Griffiths? The accused former Liberian president said the West African Peace Keeping
Force, ECOMOG, recruited in 1998 a huge number of Liberian combatants that fought in Sierra Leone. Joseph
Cheeseman reports from The Hague.
CHEESEMAN: Charles Taylor’s Lead Defence Lawyer has disproved rumour circulating in the Monrovia, the
Liberian capital, that somebody tried to kill him through poison on Tuesday.
Courtenay Griffiths said he was responsible for his own illness.
GRIFFITHS: If anybody tried to poison me, it was I tried to poison myself because it was something that I ate.
There was no other party involved; only me.
CHEESEMAN: Mr. Taylor has alleged that the West African Peace Keeping Force recruited over 1,000 Liberian
combatants to fight in Sierra Leone.
The former Liberian Chief Executive told the court ECOMOG used two locations in Liberia for the recruitment and
transportation Liberian combatants to fight in Sierra Leone.
TAYLOR: Some of these combatants are being flown out of Lagos International Airport by ECOMOG, on
ECOMOG military planes, straight into Lome Airport and joining the combat. So they had two entry points: one
from Roberts Field – the Liberians were being flown in to fight. The second were from [indistinct] driven to driven
to the Bo Waterside. This is no secret.
CHEESEMAN: Mr. Taylor further accused ECOMOG of conspiring with the United States Embassy in Monrovia
to assist Roosevelt Johnson during the Camp Johnson Road fighting.
The former Liberian leader said ECOMOG’s withdrawal from the vicinity of the Camp Johnson Road fighting had
an evil intent for his government.
TAYLOR: The withdrawal of ECOMOG from these city points were intended to give Johnson forces a free move,
and at the end of the day had he succeeded, they would have said “well we were not a part of it, we withdrew off
the streets.” It was just a ploy. It was a [mad] ploy. They were a part of it, and we had said at that particular time
that if ECOMOG had gotten itself involved, she would have to deal with our forces too.
CHEESEMAN: The ECOMOG High Command, in a press release read in court Thursday, denied airlifting
Liberian combatants to Sierra Leone.
ECOMOG said it airlifted twelve Sierra Leonean refugees with the approval of the Taylor government.
The West African Peacekeeping Force also refuted allegations that it assisted Roosevelt Johnson during the
September 18, 1998 Camp Johnson Road fighting.
ECOMOG in the release termed the Taylor Government allegation against its forces as false and unthinkable.
Mr. Taylor told the court a United Nations and United States investigation in 1998 vindicated Liberia of any
involvement in the Sierra Leone war. Mr. Taylor also said the U.S Military and the UN investigated allegations of
3,000 Liberians being trained at Camp Naama in 1998 to fight in Sierra Leone.
He testified that the U.S and the UN investigation found that arms went across the Liberian border to Sierra Leone,
but without the approval of his government.
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BBC World Service Trust
Wednesday, 5 August 2009

NEWS ITEM
05/08//09
A day after lead Defence lawyer Courtenay Griffiths recovered from his illness, accused former Liberian
President Charles Taylor has confirmed that the Sierra Leonean rebels, RUF, had headquarters in
Monrovia. Despite allegation of human rights abuse against him, Mr. Taylor said he established a
National Commission Rights Commission to protect the Liberian people. Adolphus Williams reports.
WILLIAMS: Mr. Taylor has revealed that the RUF Rebels had headquarters in Monrovia.
Mr. Taylor told the court on Wednesday, his government established a well-furnished apartment for the
RUF in Monrovia.
He said there was nothing clandestine about the RUF presence in Liberia, but to ensure that peace return
to Sierra Leone.
Mr. Taylor said the RUF setup in Monrovia was an open secret.
TAYLOR: Diplomatic missions accredited in Monrovia went to that building, they met RUF individuals
including staff members from the Sierra Leonean embassy in Monrovia.
GRIFFITHS: That is from the Kabbah government?
TAYLOR: Oh definitely.
WILLIAMS: The former Liberian leader said, in 1998, Sam Bockarie paid a visit to Burkina Faso through
Liberia.
He testified that Bockarie returned to Sierra Leone through Liberia, but could not admit or deny that
Bockarie returned to Sierra Leone with arms.
Mr. Taylor told the court that many things happen in countries that the leaders are totally not aware of.
His lawyer asked him whether he took advantage of the young age and inexperience of Sam Bockarie to
control the RUF.
TAYLOR: Oh, no. When we talk about little boys and young men, we are not talking about even our
children or those that we control. We have a tradition across Africa of respect. Sam Bockarie is a young
30, maybe late 29 – he’s a little boy as far as we are concerned. Sometimes I amaze (sic.) when Europeans
call each other by first name, a little boy calling a 50-year old man John. It never happens. We don’t take
that. We don’t do that. It’s always Mr. This or Mr. – we show respect. So I use that thing as a little boy,
not as somebody under my control but in the typical African sense where respect is shown to older people.
We still respect our older people, we don’t just address them “Mary” and “John”. We don’t do that.
WILLIAMS: The former Liberian president is charged with massive abuses of human rights in Sierra
Leone through eleven count charges.
Well, Mr. Taylor again denied the charges.
He said his concern for the protection of human rights was demonstrated through the establishment of an
Independent National Commission on Human Rights in Liberia.
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How do you respond to allegation that your activities were contrary to the protection of human rights,
Defence lawyer Courtenay Griffiths asked Mr. Taylor.
TAYALOR: That’s a total falsehood. Even during the war in Liberia the NPFL under my leadership at the
time had orphanages throughout Gbanga, an orphanage in Totota where young children, boys and girls
were collected. They were orphaned and brought into these orphanages where the NPFL coming and
becoming the NPRAG took care of them, and in fact I personally, as president, with all my children, even
adopted an orphan from one of these orphanages.
A United States Human Rights Report on Liberia read in court alleged that Mr. Taylor came to power in
Liberia through intimidation
In response, Mr. Taylor said big countries like America and Great Britain must account for their human
rights abuses in their societies.
According to him, human rights abuses take place in these big countries, but small countries do not have
the means to expose those abuses.
AW,BBCWST, the Hague
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 07 August 2009
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

ECOMOG Peacekeepers Trained Liberians To Fight In Sierra Leone
Aug 07, 2009 (CharlesTaylorTrial.org/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- Liberians who fought in
Sierra Leone were trained and sent to fight by West African peacekeepers in Liberia, Charles Taylor
told judges of the Special Court for Sierra Leone today. Peacekeepers of the Economic Community of
West Africa States Monitoring Group (ECOMOG), who were based in Liberia, trained over 1000
Liberians and sent them to fight in Sierra Leone, Mr. Taylor told the court in The Hague today. Many
of these Liberians were disarmed combatants who were paid and made to fight alongside the
Kamajors, a Sierra Leonean civil militia that fought against rebels forces on behalf of the Sierra
Leonean government. "Some of these disarmed ex-combatants were trained and made to fight
alongside the Kamajors. Even some of these Liberians are officers in the Sierra Leone army today,"
Mr. Taylor said. He said that ECOMOG used two locations for training and transportation of the
Liberian fighters to Sierra Leone.

International Clips on West Africa

Special Court for Sierra Leone to run out of money by mid-August
Source: Dpa English Date: August 07, 2009 The Hague_(dpa) _ The Special Court for Sierra Leone
(SCSL) is to run out of money by mid-August unless its donors transfer resources to the UNsupported court immediately, an SCSL official said Friday. SCSL spokesman Solomon Moriba told the
German Press Agency dpa that "the court registrar indicated that if no money is received in the
coming days, the treasury will be empty by August 14." The spokesman added however that he was
"confident" money transfers would be made soon, as ongoing discussions between the court and the
donors were "positive." "The donors have invested in this court for many years. We are certain they
will not let it all go to waste. Besides, the UN management committee is always satisfied with the
court's reports." The Special Court for Sierra Leone, set up jointly by Sierra Leone and the United
Nations, is mandated to try those responsible for serious violations of international humanitarian law
and Sierra Leonean law committed since the signing of the failed November 1996 accord to end the
country's civil war.

Local Media – Newspaper

Government Criticizes Legislators Move to Exonerate Those indicted in Audit Report
(Heritage, The News, Public Agenda, New Democrat, Daily Observer)

•

•

•
•
•

The Government of Liberia said the National Legislature does not have the legal authority to
implement the General Auditing Commission audit report.
Speaking at a news conference yesterday, Information Minister, Dr. Laurence Bropleh said
the decision by the House to vindicated Lebanese businessman George Haddad and a former
Deputy Finance Minister, Tugbeh Doe linked to the misappropriation of over US$7 million in a
dubious iron ore deal is “unacceptable”.
Dr. Bropleh said President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has already forwarded the audit report on the
Buchanan iron ore deal to the Justice Ministry for possible court action.
He said prosecutors are viewing the audit reports for evidence that will enable Government
indict those linked.
Meanwhile the opposition Liberty Party has criticized the lawmakers for their action saying it
is “unhealthy” for the country’s recovery.
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Government Approves Demonstration Against TRC Report
(The News)

•
•
•
•

The Ministry of Justice today granted permission to the pro-democracy group, National
Consciousness Movement of Liberia to demonstrate against recommendations in the final
report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Liberia (TRC).
Critics of the march which took place today said it was “stage managed” by people in
authorities to render the recommendations of the TRC as invalid.
The group has since termed the TRC final report as untimely and believes it has the
propensity instability, disunity and insecurity in the country.
In a statement yesterday, the group said it received a permit from the Justice Ministry to
stage the peaceful demonstration today.

Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am)

Debate for Validation of Press Union Constitution Begins Today
• A debate for the eventual validation of the constitution of the Press Union of Liberia begins
today in Monrovia.
• According to a PUL citation, the validation is intended to facilitate a smooth process in the
adoption of the union’s revised constitution.
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

NCML Demonstrates Against TRC Recommendations
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Governance Commission Embarks on Sensitization Campaign across the Country
• The Governance Commission said it has embarked on a sensitization campaign across the
country.
• A GC statement said the sensitization is aimed at explaining the significance of the
decentralization and local Governance programme in the country.
• The campaign began with a launch of an inter-University decentralization debate under the
theme “Decentralization for Good Governance, Poverty Reduction and Rule of Law”.

Radio Veritas

(News monitored today at 09:45 am)

Government Criticizes Legislators Move to Exonerate Those indicted in Audit Report
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

****
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Agence France Presses
Monday, 10 August 2009
Verdict due for ex-Nazi officer, 65 years after Italy massacre
By International Justice Desk

Munich, Germany
Munich, Germany
In one of Germany's last Nazi
war crimes trials, a 91-year-old
ex-army commander accused of
ordering the massacre of 14
civilians in a Tuscan village in
1944 will receive his verdict
Tuesday.
Prosecutors in the southern city
of Munich have demanded life
in prison for Josef Scheungraber for crimes they say he committed 65 years ago in Falzano.
He has been on trial since September on charges of ordering the murders on 26 June, 1944 in retaliation for an
attack by Italian partisans that killed two German soldiers.
Scheungraber's men are alleged to have shot dead a 74-year-old woman and three men in the street. They then
forced 11 males aged between 15 and 66 into the ground floor of a farmhouse which they then blew up.
Only the youngest, Gino Massetti, survived, but with serious injuries. Six decades later and an old man himself,
Massetti testified during the Italian trial.
Scheungraber was charged with 14 counts of murder and one of attempted murder.
"He denies the charges and disputes having anything to do with these acts," said one of his lawyers, Christian
Stuenkel, calling for his acquittal.
Scheungraber, at the time the commander of mountain infantry battalion Gebirgspionierbataillon 818, was
sentenced in absentia in September 2006 to life imprisonment by an Italian military tribunal in La Spezia.
The La Spezia court has tried several former Nazis in absentia but none has been brought to justice, with Germany
as a rule not extraditing its citizens without their consent.
He told the Munich court that he handed the 11 males over to the military police, after which he "never heard what
happened to them".
Scheungraber spent decades after the war as a free man in his hometown in Bavaria, running a woodworking shop
and participating regularly in commemorations for fallen Nazi soldiers.
He is hard of hearing and walks with a cane but has appeared in good health during his 11-month trial.
His is expected to be one of the last cases in Germany dealing with atrocities of the Nazi era.
One other case pending is that of John Demjanjuk, 89, a Nazi death camp guard deported in May from the United
States for allegedly herding more than 29,000 Jews to their death. Last month he was declared fit to stand trial.
(Source: AFP)
(Photo: ImpunityWatch)
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide
Friday, 7 August 2009
Suddenly, US inclines towards world court
By Hermione Gee

The Obama
administration
made its
strongest
declaration of
support for the
International
Criminal Court
Thursday when
US Secretary of
State, Hillary Clinton, voiced regret that America was not part of the court. But Washington is still far
from joining.
Clinton was speaking in Nairobi, Kenya, where she urged the government to go to the world court to
prosecute perpetrators of last year’s post-election violence.
It’s a surprising message to come from an American representative, however, given that the country has
long boycotted the court. Although President Bill Clinton signed the Rome Statute that establishes the
court, lawmakers never supported his decision and when George W Bush came to power he quickly
withdrew America’s endorsement.
The Hague invasion act
In 2002, Congress even passed the American Service Members Protection act, which forbids government
officials from cooperating with the ICC. Known as ‘The Hague Invasion Act’, it authorizes the President
to use “all means necessary and appropriate to bring about the release of any US or allied personnel being
detained or imprisoned by, on behalf of, or at the request of the International Criminal Court”.
Clinton’s statement therefore comes as a positive sign to supporters of the court. Michael Barnett is a
professor of international relations at the University of Minnesota:
“This administration – it’s like night and day. The Bush administration, it never, never tried to mask its
open hostility to the UN and other international organizations. This administration has a very, very
different attitude. It’s not necessarily an administration going to love all international organizations that
it sees, but it certainly understands that it’s in America’s interest to craft them in a way consistent with
American national interest. That I think has been a sea change, not only in terms of the ICC but towards
the UN and other multi-lateral agencies.”

30

Political heat
But this doesn’t mean that the US will become a full-fledged member of the court, Barnett warns:
“There are lots of domestic political reasons why Obama would not resign the Rome Statute. To begin
with, there’s congressional hostility, so as a pragmatic political matter, there’s a question of whether
Obama would take on the political heat for what would amount to be a symbolic gesture. Second, there’s
going to be opposition from the American military in the same way there was before. And then thirdly, the
US has more troops abroad than any other country so feels more exposed to charges, whether trumped up
or not.
So all told, I don’t expect the Obama administration to all of a sudden become a big flag waver for the
ICC. It’s not clear what the real advantage would be in the short term. You can probably still do what you
want to do without having to wage that political battle."
Laying the groundwork
In other words, even without ratifying the Rome Statute, and even with The Hague Invasion Act in place,
President Obama can still work closely with the court. The administration has already said that it will be
sending a representative to the upcoming ICC review conference next year, something that Bush had
always refused to do.
And this could lay the groundwork for America ultimately offering its formal support to the ICC, Barnett
says:
“After 8 years, basically, we’re taking our ball and going home, there’s a sense that we need to change
these things from the inside but it’s also an evaluation of what we gained over the last 8 years in terms of
our previously policy of hands off. And I think now what we’ve seen is an Obama administration that’s
more philosophically inclined toward the idea of international cooperation through international
institutions.
And I think to the extent it can actually shape the court in ways that are more consistent with the
American interest or simply make the court stronger and better, then you’re more likely to see future
American administrations support the ICC, which would be a vast improvement.”

