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Human Rights Watch
Tuesday, 29 September 2009
Guinea: Stop Violent Attacks on Demonstrators
Security Forces Unlawfully Kill Dozens of Protesters
(New York, September 29, 2009) – Guinean security forces should immediately cease violent attacks on
demonstrators protesting against the military government, Human Rights Watch said today.
Human Rights Watch called upon the government to hold accountable security forces responsible for
firing upon and killing dozens of generally peaceful demonstrators in the Guinean capital, Conakry, on
September 28, 2009. They were among tens of thousands of people protesting the rule of Capt. Moussa
Dadis Camara, who had seized power in a bloodless coup in December.
“The killing of dozens of unarmed protesters is shocking even by the abusive standards of Guinea’s coup
government,” said Corinne Dufka, senior West Africa researcher at Human Rights Watch. “Guinea’s
leaders should order an immediate end to attacks on demonstrators and bring to justice those responsible
for the bloodshed.”
The protesters, demonstrating against Camara’s presumed candidacy in Guinea’s January 2010
presidential elections, took to the streets of Conakry on September 28 and marched to a 25,000-seat
stadium to attend a political rally. Backed by security forces, the minister responsible for combating drug
trafficking and serious crime, Capt. Moussa Tiegboro Camara (no relation to the president), told the
protesters not to enter the stadium. However, his troops were unable to stop the demonstrators from
forcing open the doors and flooding inside.
Police allegedly responded first by firing into the air, and then into the crowd. One witness told Human
Rights Watch:
“At around noon, our [opposition] political leaders came to address the rally. Shortly after
they arrived, the military started shooting. Our leaders didn’t even have a chance to speak.
I saw the armed men shooting directly into the crowds and shooting in the air – there was
tear gas and gunshots and total panic; we ran for our lives.”
Eyewitnesses and medical personnel told Human Rights Watch that many of the bodies of protesters were
riddled with bullet holes. Others had stab wounds from knives and bayonets. A number of women taking
part in the demonstration were stripped naked and sexually assaulted by security forces, victims and
witnesses said.
A second witness to the violence said:
“I saw the Red Berets [an elite unit within the military] catch some of the women who
were trying to flee, rip off their clothes, and stick their hands in their private parts. Others
beat the women, including on their genitals. It was pathetic – the women were crying out.”
Another eyewitness said: “I saw several women stripped and then put inside the military trucks and taken
away. I don’t know what happened to them.”
Victims of the violence reported that there were so many people in the local hospital that they waited for
hours without being treated. One young man who had been shot in the leg described the scene in the
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hospital: “I waited for treatment from just after 11 a.m. until 4 p.m., but there were so many other
wounded, they didn’t even have time to treat me. I saw people dying in front of me.”
Witnesses also spoke of widespread looting by members of the security forces; a few described how
vehicles were stolen and possessions looted, including from the homes of opposition leaders.
The government on September 27 prohibited protests until after national independence celebrations
planned for October 2, but a coalition of opposition activists decided to proceed with the demonstration
they had planned for the following day. Some of the protesters reportedly engaged in violence against the
police.
Security forces in Guinea have a history of using excessive and often unnecessary deadly force against
demonstrators.
Guinea, resource-rich and desperately poor, has been plagued since independence in 1958 by
authoritarian, brutal, and corrupt regimes. In December 2008, a group of Guinean military officers calling
themselves the National Council for Democracy and Development (CNDD) seized power hours after the
death of Lansana Conté, Guinea’s president for 24 years. The coup government’s nine months in power
have been characterized by arbitrary arrests and detentions, restrictions on peaceful political activity,
unpunished criminal acts by the military, and calls for vigilante justice.
Shortly after taking power, Camara pledged to hold elections in 2009 and promised that neither he nor
anyone in the CNDD would run for president. After months of delay in organizing elections, and under
mounting pressure from key foreign governments, Camara on August 17 set January 31, 2010 as the
presidential election date. Shortly thereafter, he reversed his pledge not to run for office, a decision that
added to his declining popularity.
“The coup government pledged to break with Guinea’s abusive past, but these deadly acts of repression
and excessive use of force show how empty those promises were,” Dufka said.

For more Human Rights Watch reporting on Guinea, please visit:
http://www.hrw.org/en/africa/guinea
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BBC Online
Tuesday, September 29, 2009
Guinea army 'bayoneted victims'
Eyewitnesses say Guinea soldiers bayoneted and knifed
opposition supporters after opening fire at a rally killing at
least 125 people.
The reports emerged as the military leader Captain Moussa
Dadis Camara admitted some of the security forces had lost
control.
But he denied any knowledge of women being sexually
assaulted by soldiers.
Victims and witnesses told US-based Human Rights Watch
women were stripped and abused by the security forces.
"I saw the Red Berets [an elite unit within the military] catch The military leader said even he
could not control all the soldiers
some of the women who were trying to flee, rip off their
clothes, and stick their hands in their private parts," one witness said.
"Others beat the women, including on their genitals. It was
pathetic - the women were crying out."

I saw several women
stripped and then put inside
the military trucks

Another eyewitness said: "I saw several women stripped and
then put inside the military trucks and taken away. I don't

Eyewitness at rally

know what happened to them."
An estimated 50,000 people were at the stadium to protest at rumours that Capt Camara wants
to run for president next year.
Demonstrators carried placards reading "No to Dadis" and "Down with the army in power".
Guinean human rights activist Souleymane Bah told Reuters news agency that people trying to
escape from the shooting were "caught and finished off with bayonets".
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Opposition leader Sidya Toure: "They just started to shoot people directly"

There has been worldwide condemnation of the violence.
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon urged the Guinean authorities to exercise maximum
restraint, while the West African regional body Ecowas is reported to be pursuing sanctions
against the military regime.
The BBC's Alhassan Sillah in Conakry says five key opposition leaders arrested after the unrest
have been released after the intervention of the Islamic Council.
Sidya Toure, a former prime minister, told our reporter he had returned home to find his home
completely looted.
Four cars had also been destroyed, along with his library.
Two of the leaders - Cellou Dalein Diallo and Jean-Marie Dore - are in hospital.
On Monday, a doctor at a government hospital in Conakry said his wards looked like "a
butchery".
Our reporter says Capt Camara said in an interview on French and Senegalese radio that the
security forces had been provoked by a stampede.
He did not say how many people had died, but acknowledged that "uncontrollable soldiers"
were responsible.
He said even as head of state it was difficult to control them when there was tension in the
country.
'Only the beginning'
Our correspondent says Conakry is calm at the moment, but most people are remaining at
home.
All shops and schools are closed and there is little traffic on the roads, he says.
Capt Camara staged a coup last December hours after the
death of President Lansana Conte, who had ruled for more
than two decades.
The military takeover initially had some popular support, but
in recent weeks there have been several anti-government
protests.
Guinea expert Gilles Yabi told the BBC's Focus on Africa

Capt Dadis Camara initially said he
would not contest the polls

programme that the rally was not a surprise.
"This is only the beginning of demonstrations and counter-demonstrations we can expect in the
next few months," he said.
Should Capt Camara stand for president, he said, it would be a violation of the tacit agreement
between military and civil forces which has kept him in power.
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And it would mark a perpetuation of the kind of rule that Guinea has seen for the past decade which the military had promised to sweep away.
Capt Camara's rule has been characterised by eccentric displays of power - such as forcing
members of the elite presidential guard to beg for forgiveness on national TV after they
roughed up a veteran officer.
Former aides and officials have been accused of corruption and links to the drugs trade,
including the son of former President Lansana Conte, who was shown confessing on TV to
smuggling cocaine.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 28 September 2009
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Govt Urges UN to Focus Attention On Gender Issues, Appoint More
Women
Sep 28, 2009 (UN News Service/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- The United Nations system is
in urgent need of reform to ensure there is gender equality in all its organs and related agencies,
Liberia's Vice-President told the high-level General Assembly debate today. Joseph Boakai also urged
the world body to take action on the first-ever resolution passed by the Security Council resolution
which specifically addresses the disproportionate and unique impact of war on women, and women's
contributions to conflict resolution and peace. "We recommend that the Secretary-General appoints a
special envoy on women, peace and security who would galvanize Member States to implement
Security Council Resolution 1325," said Mr. Boakai.

Liberia reorganizing after war
http://www.projo.com
PROVIDENCE — Though Liberia has been called an “enviable success story” of a post-conflict nation,
the country’s vice president, Joseph N. Boakai, said Sunday that the nation understands that after
14 years of civil war, it still has a long way to go. “We still have a lot of the same problems of
developing countries,” Boakai said after the speech. “And we believe we can do better.” Boakai
addressed a small group at the Salomon Center for Teaching at Brown University about the
challenges facing the nation and the initiatives the government hopes will help strengthen the
country. Boakai was in Rhode Island for a personal visit and the university was happy to offer a
forum for him to address the students and community, said Karen McLaurin-Chesson, director of the
Third World Center at Brown, which sponsored the event. Liberia and the United States are linked by
history. It was freed American slaves who founded Liberia in 1821, and borrowed elements of the
U.S. Constitution and flag as the African nation established itself. Its capital — Monrovia — takes its
name from President James Monroe, who supported the nation’s development. Liberia’s civil war,
however, ravaged the nation and forced thousands of residents to flee, many to the Rhode Island
area.

International Clips on West Africa
Ivory Coast
PARIS, Sept 28 (Reuters) - The Ivory Coast has reached a preliminary deal on terms of an offer to
restructure some 2.2 billion euros of defaulted sovereign debt with the London Club of commercial
creditors, the two sides said on Monday. Holders of the 6 Brady bonds will be able to swap the debt
for a new U.S. dollar denominated bond maturing Dec. 31, 2032. "The Republic of Cote d'Ivoire will
invite holders of Brady bonds to exchange such bonds for a new U.S. dollar-denominated bond,
having a term of 23 years and a six-year grace period," the Ivory Coast and the creditors said in a
joint statement after a meeting to sign the preliminary agreement.
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Guinea

Guns fired as opposition gathers in Guinea capital
CONAKRY, Sept 28 (Reuters) - Guinea's security forces used live ammunition and tear gas to
disperse thousands of protesters in the capital on Monday, witnesses said, marking an escalation in a
political crisis in the world's top bauxite exporter. Witnesses said one person was killed and another
five wounded by bullets after police and gendarmes tried to block an opposition demonstration. But
thousands had taken to the streets anyway, attacking officers and breaking into the city's stadium.
The violence follows months of wrangling between Captain Moussa Dadis Camara, Guinea's military
ruler who seized power in a 2008 coup, and his rivals. Camara has not ruled out standing in
elections, angering opponents and foreign donors alike.

Guinea junta leader defies opposition in tense visit
LABE, Guinea (AFP) — Guinea's military ruler told thousands in the country's second city Saturday
that he had come to "defy" his detractors in the opposition stronghold days after a massive protest
against him. Moussa Dadis Camara arrived in Labe -- his first visit outside the capital since
December's coup -- after an hours-long road journey in an armed convoy. Opposition sources
predicted he would use the trip to declare he is running in the presidential elections in January
despite the threat of African Union sanctions.

Local Media – Newspaper

Vice President Boakai Addresses 64th Session of UN General Assembly
(The Informer, The Inquirer, The News, Public Agenda)
•
•
•
•
•

Addressing the 64th regular session of the United Nations General Assembly, Vice President
Joseph N. Boakai cited the nomination of members of the Independent Human Rights
Commission as some of the progress made by government.
The Vice President said the setting up of the Human Rights Commission will ensure protection
of the fundamental rights of the Liberian people as well as monitor the implementation of the
TRC Report.
He said the Armed Forces of Liberia had been reconstituted with the training of a 2,000
strong Army with the assistance of international partners.
He further spoke of the improvements in the performance of the reorganized Liberia National
Police Force, with the establishment of an Emergency Response Unit.
Two weeks ago, partnership consultations were held at the United Nations Headquarters in
New York on the strategic plan for the Liberia National Police.

Aggrieved Logging Companies Take Government to Court
(New Democrat, The Analyst, The News, The Inquirer, Public Agenda, National Chronicle)

•
•
•
•

Aggrieved logging companies have taken Government to the Supreme Court of Liberia for
ratifying several “controversial” forest management contracts.
The companies petitioned the court for a writ of prohibition against Government to stop any
further actions in the final award of contracts or undo what has already been done.
The action by the aggrieved companies comes just days after the Liberian Senate ratified four
“controversial” forest management contracts in favor of Euro-Liberia Logging Company,
International Consultant Capitol, Geblo Logging Incorporated and Atlantic Resources.
The contracts were ratified despite being overruled by the Public Procurement Concession
Commission (PPCC) and amidst protests from civil society and other stakeholders.

UNDP Boss Urges Media to Be Catalyst in Peace Process
(Public Agenda, The Informer)

•

The Country Director of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Dominic Sam
wants the media to be an active partner and a catalyst in the peace process.
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•
•
•

Speaking at the dedicatory ceremony of the Bai T. Moore Resource Centre at the Ministry of
Information, Culture and Tourism recently, Mr. Sam noted that UNDP is aware of the
importance of the media in promoting democratic systems.
Also speaking at the ceremony, Information Minister, Dr. Laurence Bropleh said the objective
of his ministry's collaboration with UNDP is to give voice to the voiceless in the society.
The Bai T. Moore Resource Centre is one of four resource centres supported by UNDP through
the Communications for Development project.

US Embassy Dedicates Poultry Project
(The Analyst)

•
•
•

The United States Embassy over the weekend dedicated a Poultry Project in Pipeline, suburb
in Paynesville.
Making remarks at the dedicatory programme, the 1st Vice Counsel and Political Officer at the
US Embassy, Edward H. Winant said the programme is one of several initiatives designed to
address urgent developmental needs at the local level.
The Poultry Project is part of the Ambassadors Special Project initiated in 1964 by the United
States to stimulate countries and peoples around the world into engaging in self-help
projects.

Canadian Red Cross Delegation Due in the Country
(The Analyst)

•
•
•
•
•

A high power Canadian Red Cross delegation arrives in the country Monday as guest of the
Liberian National Red Cross Society (LNRCS).
The Canadian delegation which is led by Mrs. Michèle Dionne, wife of the Prime Minister of
Quebec will be in the country for a week to meet with authorities of the Liberian Red Cross
and appraise the partnership between both organizations.
During the visit, the delegation will travel to Tubmanburg, Bomi County to tour the Liberian
Red Cross Community Based Health/Malaria Project in the county.
The delegation will Wednesday attend the Open House Exhibition of the LNRCS’ Child
Advocacy and Rehabilitation program and visit beneficiaries of the community in Brewerville.
The delegation will tomorrow pay a courtesy call on President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf to discuss
the LNRCS and CRC Partnership vis-à-vis Liberia’s Poverty Reduction Strategy would be
highlighted.

General Auditing Commission Steps Up Outreach
(The Monitor, Heritage, The Analyst, Public Agenda)

•
•

The General Auditing Commission (GAC) has begun an outreach aimed at keeping the public
abreast of the work of the Commission.
During the launch of the outreach known as “Getting GAC to the People”, the Director of the
Department of Governmental Affairs of the GAC, Edwin Harris said his entity was working
with the Government to fight corruption head on.

Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am)

Ambassador Greenfield Renews U.S. Support to Liberia’s Educational Sector
•
•
•

The United States Government has renewed its commitment to improving Liberia’s
educational sector.
In an interview, U.S. Ambassador to Liberia, Linda Thomas-Greenfield said despite the
negative reports about the country’s education system her country remains supportive of the
sector.
Ambassador Greenfield recalled that the United States has pumped millions of dollars into the
country’s education and promised additional aid.

(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)
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LTA Gets New Board of Commissioners
• The Liberia Telecommunication Authority (LTA) has announced a new board of commissioners
for the LTA.
• The pronouncement followed the confirmation of board members by the Senate.
• Those confirmed by the Senate are Antoinette Pewee, Chairperson; Abdullah Kamara,
Member; Henry Benson, Member; Lamini Waritay, Member; and Harry Yuan, Member.
• The LTA is the regulatory arm of the telecommunications industry that was created by the
Telecommunications Act of 2007.

(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Opposition Politician Brumskine Says President Sirleaf Lacks Vision to Lead
• Opposition Politician, Charles Brumskine says President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf does not have
the vision to lead Liberia.
• Speaking during a forum organized by the Forum for the Protection of Democracy, Cllr.
Brumskine said the President and government do not have any political or economic policy for
the country.
• He said that the fight against corruption was winning government and accused President
Sirleaf of running a government of the elite and the privilege few.
•
But Information Laurence Bropleh said Cllr. Brumskine’s attacked on President Sirleaf was
“unfortunate and out of order”.
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Illegal Scrapping Intensifies in Yekepa
• Despite a joint security raid on illegal scrapping at Arcelor Mittal’s facilities in Yekepa, Nimba
County, illegal scrapping has reportedly intensified in the area.
• Reports say unknown men continue to cut rails and loot the company’s facilities on a daily
basis.
• The looters have also engaged local security personnel in running street battle in an apparent
attempt to instil fear and take away their stolen scraps.
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:00 am)

Liberia Observes World Tourism Day
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has declared today as World Tourism Day. The day is being
celebrated under the theme “Tourism Celebrating Diversity”.
****
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UN News
Tuesday, 22 September 2009
UN helps deliver fugitive Rwandan genocide indictee to criminal court
2003 poster of fugitives wanted by the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda
(ICTR)

A high-level Rwandan rebel indicted by the United Nations war crimes
tribunal for his role in the 1994 genocide in the tiny Central African country
has been handed over to the court after being arrested in the neighbouring
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).
Grégoire Ndahimana, a high-level figure in the Forces démocratiques de libération du Rwanda (FDLR),
was arrested in eastern DRC by the Congolese Army on 10 August 2009, and handed over by the
Congolese Government to the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) on Sunday in a transfer
facilitated by the UN Mission in the DRC, known as MONUC.
Mr. Ndahimana was one of 13 fugitives still at large out of the 81 people indicted by the ICTR for serious
violations of international humanitarian law committed in Rwanda in 1994, when an estimated 800,000
ethnic Tutsis and Hutu moderates were killed by Hutu militants, mainly by machete, during a period of
less than 100 days.
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today welcomed the fugitive’s transfer, his spokesperson said in a
statement.
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BBC Online
Monday, 28 September 2009
Ex-mayor denies genocide charges
An ex-mayor has denied charges he took
part in the 1994 Rwandan genocide when
he appeared at a UN-backed tribunal.
Gregoire Ndahimana is accused of
responsibility for the massacre of some
2,000 ethnic Tutsis sheltering in a church
which was bulldozed.
He was arrested in August during

Gregoire Ndahimana's family were to be
sent to Rwanda

operations against Rwandan rebels in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
The US had offered a $5m (£3.2m) reward for information leading to his
arrest, but nobody claimed the money.
Earlier this month Mr Ndahimana was sent from Kinshasa to Arusha,
Tanzania, where the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) is
based.
His wife and five children will be sent to Rwanda, the AFP news agency
reported.
ICTR prosecutors believe that almost the entire 6,000-strong population of
the town of Kivumu - where Mr Ndahimana was mayor - was killed during
the genocide.
Some 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus were slaughtered in the 100-day
genocide.
After the 1994 killing spree, some of those responsible fled across the border
to DR Congo, sparking years of unrest in the region.
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ICTR
Monday, 28 September 2009
Judge Carmel A. Agius Sworn In
ARUSHA, Tanzania-Judge Carmel A. Agius, from Malta, was sworn in today as Appeals judge of the UN
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. The ceremony was presided over by Judge Charles Dennis
Byron, the President of the Tribunal and witnessed by Mr. Adama Dieng, the Registrar representing the
United Nations Secretary-General.
Judge Agius (64) started his career as Magistrate of the Maltese Court of
Magistrates in 1977. He was successively appointed as Judge of the Superior Court, Presiding Judge of
the Criminal Court, and member of the Constitutional Court. From 1990 to 1997, Judge Agius was the
representative of the Maltese Judiciary in the meetings of the European Association of Judges. He is also
the founder of the Maltese section of the International Association of Judges.
In 1998, he was appointed as Chairman of the Commission on “The Taking of Children’s Evidence”.
Judge Agius represented the Maltese government at the United Nations negotiations on the Permanent
International Criminal Court. In 1999, he became Member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The
Hague.
Judge Agius held a position of Consultant to the United Nations High Commission for Human Rights and
Criminal Procedure in Kathmandu, Nepal.
Between 1992 and 2001 Judge Agius led the Maltese Delegation to the Annual Meetings of the United
Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in Vienna. Judge Agius is credited with
various publications in international law.
Judge Agius graduated with a Bachelor degree in English, Italian and Economics and obtained his LL.D
from the University of Malta in 1969
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Reuters
Monday, 28 September 2009
Karadzic Files Appeal to Delay War Crimes Trial
AMSTERDAM (Reuters) - Former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic filed an appeal on Monday
against the start of his war crimes trial, arguing that he has not been given enough time to prepare for the
proposed October 19 date.
In the 21-page appeal, Karadzic -- who has been charged on 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against
humanity -- says the court has failed to take into account the volume of material at issue and the resources
available to him to prepare his defence.
"He has been working day and night to prepare for his trial and to bring out the truth of what happened in
Bosnia. But he cannot agree to participate in proceedings which will be fundamentally unfair from the
beginning," Karadzic said in the appeal, referring to himself in the third person.
Karadzic, who was captured in 2008 after 11 years on the run, is the most prominent figure being
prosecuted for crimes during the 1992-1995 Bosnian war.
Judge O-Gon Kwon of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia set the trial date on
September 8, a few days after Karadzic had asked for another 10 months of preparation time.
(Reporting by Ben Berkowitz; editing by David Stamp)

