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September 30, 2009
John Kollie

Former Liberian President, Charles Taylor has described as racist and bigotry allegations
of cannibalism and human sacrifice levied against him by the Prosecution. A Prosecution
Liberian Witness alleged last year that Mr. Taylor sacrificed a pregnant woman and
commanders of his own forces and those of the for RUF to give him political power. The
BBCWST’s John Kollier has this transcription…
Mr. Taylor also denied ordering the execution of Former RUF Commander, Sam Bockarie and Junta
Leader, Johnny Paul Koroma.
Mr. Charles Taylor has denied that he was blood thirsty and barbaric during his days as Rebel Leader and
as President of Liberia.
He told the court that the Liberian Prosecution witness, Zigzah Marzah who had accused of human
sacrifice and cannibalism was programmed by the Prosecution. Mr. Taylor vehemently denied engaging
in human sacrifice and cannibalism.
Prosecution witness Zigzah Marzah also claimed last year that Mr. Taylor ordered the execution of one of
his commanders called Superman for sacrifice.
Zigzah had alleged that Superman was executed on the Bomi Hill Highway in Liberia and his body
dismembered. He had told the court that Superman’s heart, lever and hands were taking to Mr. Taylor and
eaten as a sacrifice.
The witness had also said Mr. Taylor ordered the execution of Former RUF Commander, Sam Bockarie,
Junta Leader, Johnny Paul Koroma.
Zigzah had further claimed that Mr. Taylor ordered the executions of the two Sierra Leone Rebel Leaders
and two Liberian Rebel Commanders Superman, and Daniel Tamba to destroy the evidence against him.
Mr. Taylor strongly dismissed the allegations saying the Sierra Leone Court had no jurisdiction over him.
Mr. Taylor sees his trial as part of a wave of regime change reportedly being carried by Western Powers.
Mr. Taylor also denied ordering RUF and NPFL Troops in Sierra Leone to capture and kill West African
and United Nations Peacekeepers.
The Prosecution had alleged that Mr. Taylor ordered that West African and UN Peacekeepers be killed.
The Former Liberian Leader rejected all the allegations and termed them as racist. The trial continues
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PRESS RELEASE
UNOWA/2009/010

UN mobilizes for Guinea

UNOWA – Dakar, 30 September 2009: The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for
West Africa, Said Djinnit, convened an emergency meeting today with regional representatives of
United Nations agencies based in Dakar, to discuss the situation in Guinea and to engage in a
consolidated assessment of the way forward. At this meeting, he echoed the deep concerns expressed
by the United Nations Secretary-General in his statement of 28 September.
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for West Africa condemned the manner in which
demonstrators were suppressed by security forces, which resulted in many deaths and injuries. Their
use of violence and gross violations of human rights, including physical attacks on political
leaders, and the rape and degrading treatment of women, are completely unacceptable.

The international community is now engaged in formulating a coordinated response to ensure that
the human rights of Guineans are respected. Those who committed these injustices should be
held accountable to ensure that a culture of impunity is not perpetuated. The continuing
deterioration in the political, human rights and security situation in the country remains of serious
concern to the international community, as the International Contact Group on Guinea clearly
expressed at its last session held on 3 September.
The United Nations remains committed to work in liaison with the ECOWAS, the African Union
and other international partners in assisting the people of Guinea in their time of trial, and in
seeking a peaceful return to constitutional order and democratic rule.

For more information on United Nations Office for West Africa, please visit our Website:
www.un.org/unowa
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 30 September 2009
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Local Liberian group buys site for community headquarters
Star Tribune, September 30, 2009 - 9:04 AM
The Organization of Liberians in Minnesota has a permanent place to hang its hat in Brooklyn Park.
Calling it a dream fulfilled, the head of a prominent Liberian social service agency said the group has
purchased office space in Brooklyn Park and plans to open a community headquarters there. Leaders
of the Organization of Liberians in Minnesota (OLM) closed the deal Sept. 17 and will move into their
new home as soon as possible, says Kerper Dwanyen, OLM president. The 1,800-square-foot office
condo is at 7001 78th Av. N. in Brooklyn Park. Dwanyen said the new center will enable his
organization to expand its clientele and programs for refugees. "We were looking to have a home ...
to provide the basic services that we've been providing to the community, and use that space for
growth in terms of those services," he said. Minnesota is home to the largest Liberian population
outside of West Africa, and many of the 25,000 local Liberians live in the Brooklyn Park and Brooklyn
Center area.

Young Entrepreneurs Asked to Help Shape Liberia's Future
VOA, 30 September 2009

William Kamkwamba of Malawi was just 14 years old when he built a windmill to provide his parents'
house with enough electricity to read and listen to radio. Now, and with young people bearing the
brunt of Africa's underdevelopment, the idea of youth innovation and entrepreneurship may be
gaining traction. Jefferson King, a young Liberian who recently earned a civil engineering degree
from Cornell University in the U.S. State of New York, co-founded Youth Overcoming
Underdevelopment Nationally and Globally in Africa. King leaves for Liberia next month to start a
project that encourages young Liberians to start dreaming about solutions to their national
problems.

International Clips on West Africa

Sierra Leone
Anti Graft Now in the Hands of Civil Society
Freetown, Sep 30, 2009 (Inter Press Service/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- The fight against
corruption in Sierra Leone has taken on a new face. Government and civil society are now working
together to stamp out rampant fraud. The national anti-corruption agency, previously a toothless
body with no power only recently bolstered by amendments in the law, has now invited civil society
to play a significant role in ridding corruption in the country. According to the Transparency
International Corruption Perception Index Sierra Leone is still among the 70 countries in the world
that are considered to have rampant corruption. Civil society members, recently trained by the
national Anti Corruption Commission (ACC), have been asked to monitor government institutions to
make sure they are trying to be corrupt-free.
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Guinea
UN Security Council condemns Guinea repression, deaths
Source: Dpa English Date: September 30, 2009 -The UN Security Council on Wednesday strongly
condemned the shooting and killing of more than 150 demonstrators in Guinea's capital, Conakry,
this week. "Members of the Security Council urge the government of Guinea to put an end to the
violence without delay," said council president, US Ambassador Susan Rice, following a discussion by
the 15-nation council. Rice said the council called on Conakry to bring the "perpetrators before
justice, (and) release all political prisoners, opposition leaders and individuals who have been denied
due process under the law." Rice said the council has received information about severe human
rights abuses and rapes being committed in broad daylight during the clashes in Conakry.

EU studies sanctions for Guinea junta members: diplomat
BRUSSELS, Sept 30, 2009 (AFP) - The European Union is studying sanctions against members of the
military junta in Guinea responsible for the massacre of more than 150 people, an EU diplomat said
Wednesday. The diplomat said that heads of EU government missions in Guinea have been asked to
report on developments there and "propose targeted actions" to be used against "individuals who are
responsible for the violence". The EU is then expected to decide by late next week what measures to
take, such as freezing the assets of certain people, the diplomat said. More than 150 people were
killed by security forces and more than 1,250 were injured during the repression of a peaceful
demonstration in a Conakry stadium, according to the Guinean Organisation for the Defence of
Human Rights.

Local Media – Newspaper

Senate Adjourns for Annual Break Amidst Confusion over Passage of Threshold Bill
(The Inquirer, Public Agenda, Daily Observer, National Chronicle, Heritage New Democrat)

•
•
•
•

The 4th Session of the Liberian Senate has ended in controversy with claims and counter
claims over the final passage of the “controversial” Population Threshold Bill.
The controversy erupted after the results of a vote cast to concur with the House to set the
threshold at 40,000 were announced.
Twelve Senators voted in favor of the motion with six against and one abstention.
Though the senate voted in majority, the Presiding officer, Daniel Naatehn said the vote did
not meet the required numerical strength of 16 to have the Threshold Bill passed.

GAC Welcomes Calls for its Audit
(Public Agenda, Daily Observer, New Vision, Heritage, New Democrat, The News, The Analyst)

•
•
•
•

The General Auditing Commission (GAC) has welcomed an audit of the commission.
In a statement, the Commission however expressed disappointment that the prposed audit
would be deferred to January next year.
Speaking during the adjournment of the House of Representative 4th session, House Speaker
Alex Tyler said the Legislature would commission an audit of the GAC to make it more
accountable to the public.
The Commission said to postpone the audit to next year was a disservice to the public and
called for an immediate audit of its activities.

US-Based Charity Constructs 50 Homes for Widows in Bomi County
(The Informer, Heritage, New Democrat, The Inquirer)

•
•

Fifty homes constructed by a United States-based Charity, ‘Living Waters International,’ have
been officially opened in Sasstown, Bomi County.
Under the ‘Home for Life Project,’ the Charity is also renovating more than 80 homes
damaged as a result of the civil conflict.

18

•
•
•

In remarks during the occasion, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf described Liberia’s
partnership with ‘Living Waters International’ as one which which touches the lives of the
people.
The President expressed confidence that the project will transform the livelihood of women in
the community.
The cost for each of the newly constructed two-bedroom units is put at US$15,000 and it
targets deprived widows in that area

JICA Unveils Monrovia Urban Master Plan as Public Works Minister Says Implementation
under Serious Consideration
(The Informer)

•
•

•

The Japan International Corporation Agency (JICA) has officially unveiled the Draft Final
Report of the Master Plan Study on Urban Facilities Restoration and Improvement in
Monrovia.
The study was jointly undertaken by the Japanese and Liberian Governments in cooperation
with the Ministry of Public Works, Ministry of Transport, Ministry of Planning and Economic
Affairs, Ministry of Land, Mines and Energy, Monrovia City Corporation, The Liberia Water and
Sewer Corporation and Other Stakeholders.
The Master Plan study consists of major factors to Monrovia urban facilities restoration. It was
officially unveiled yesterday during a one-day seminar in Monrovia.

Government Concerned Over Guinea Unrest
(Daily Observer)

•
•
•

The Government of Liberia has expressed concern over the unrest in Guinea that has left over
100 persons dead.
Government in a release called on the people and military leadership of Guinea to exercise
restraint to find a lasting solution to the crisis in that Country.
The Liberian Government said the use of force and violence in Guinea can only lead to
unnecessary loss of life.

Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am)

Government Concerned Over Guinea Unrest
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Senate Adjourns for Annual Break Amidst Confusion over Passage of Threshold bill
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

President Expresses Disappointment As Students Sit on Bare Floor at a Public School
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has expressed disappointment over learning activities at
another public institution.
• During an unannounced visit at the C.D.B. King Elementary and Junior High school, the
President described the status of the school as sad noting that the school was in a bad state
with some of the students sitting on bare floor to learn.
• Education Minister Joseph Korto took responsibility for the status of the school, but said it
was because of low budgetary allotment.
(Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Senate Suspends Confirmation of IHRC Nominees
• Reports say the confirmation of nominees of the Independent Human Rights Commission
(IHRC) has been suspended by the Senate up to 2010.
• The Senate said it could not confirm the nominees because of the lack of require votes.
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Senate Concurs on Constitutional Amendments Resolution
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•
•
•

The Senate has concurred with the House of Representatives on the proposed constitutional
amendments resolution.
The Senate took the concurrence vote Tuesday during the close of its 4th sitting for this year.
The amendments mainly target electoral reforms in the constitution. The proposed
amendments focus on absolute majority, the residency clause, the elections of mayors and
change in the election date amongst others.

(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Radio Veritas

(News monitored today at 09:45 am)

UNESCO Pledges Support for Translation and Literacy Programme
• UNESCO Liberia Programme Assistant, Steven Saydee said UNESCO is committed to
supporting the translation and literacy programme of Liberia.
• Mr. Saydee said education is an empowering force that increases self-confidence and create
better awareness on one’s rights.
• He spoke Tuesday at the 14th anniversary of the Liberia Translation and Literacy Organization.

Correction Officers Allegedly Flogged Inmate to Death
• Police in Bomi County have arrested six correction officers for allegedly flogging to death an
inmate, Armah Konneh.
• The body was discovered in the prison compound on Sunday and is currently at the John F.
Kennedy morgue while the correction officers are undergoing investigation at the Liberia
National Police headquarters.
****
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CNN.Com
Wednesday, 30 September 2009
International court to handle Kenya post-election violence
NAIROBI, Kenya (CNN) -- Those most responsible for last year's post-election violence in Kenya may
now be punished by the International Criminal Court,
after Kenya missed a deadline to address the issue.
Luis Moreno-Ocampo, the chief prosecutor of the court,
said in a statement Wednesday that his court will now
step in to help Kenya address the post-election violence
of early 2008.
"Kenya will be a world example on managing violence,"
he said.
Kenya's coalition government promised action after
more than 1,000 people were killed following a disputed election in December 2007. Hundreds of
thousands were displaced amid the bloodshed. One of the chief promises was the formation of a tribunal
to try the perpetrators of that violence.
Now that Kenya has missed the deadline, Moreno-Ocampo announced a plan to address the issue.
In the statement, he said the International Criminal Court would prosecute those most responsible, and
other perpetrators would be subject to "national accountability proceedings as defined by the Kenyan
Parliament, such as a Special Tribunal."
Kenya will also create "other reforms and mechanisms such as the Justice, Truth and Reconciliation
commission to shed light on the full history of past events and to suggest mechanisms to prevent such
crimes in the future," the ICC statement said.
During meetings with Moreno-Ocampo in July, a delegation from Kenya said that prosecuting those
responsible for the violence was necessary to prevent similar acts ahead of the 2012 election

