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BBC World Service Trust
Thursday, 1 October 2009
Report From The Hague
The Prosecution has told the court that the Defence Team has departed from its promise to end Charles Taylor’s
testimonies after six weeks. On Thursday the Prosecution demanded from the Defence a definite time period
regarding the conclusion of Mr. Taylor’s testimonies. Prosecution evidence claimed last year that it was Charles
Taylor who instructed RUF Leader Foday Sankoh to attack and terrorize the Sierra Leone Mining Company called
Sierra Rutile. Mr. Taylor denies. Joseph Cheeseman reports from The Hague as the court takes a three week judicial
break.
CHEESEMAN: More than 10 weeks have come and gone and former Liberian President Charles Taylor remains
under the direct examination of his own Defence lawyer, with no definite time in sight about the conclusion his
testimonies.
Lead Defence Lawyer Courtenay Griffiths told the court on June 8 this year that his client, Mr. Taylor would spend
only six weeks on the stand for both direct and cross examinations.
Mr. Griffiths attributed Mr. Taylor’s prolonged stay on direct examination to his (Griffiths) illness, the court not
sitting on Fridays, and to the more the than three week judicial break which begins today, Thursday.
Mr. Griffiths therefore could not definitively say when Mr. Taylor is likely to end his testimonies.
GRIFFITHS: I estimate that when we resume after the recess that we should be able to conclude Mr. Taylor’s
testimony-in-chief in the order of a couple of weeks. Thereafter, it’s impossible for me to anticipate how long the
Prosecution will take in terms of cross-examination. And then we also have to factor in possible re-examination.
Bearing all of those factors in mind, bearing also in mind the fact that we have an extended Christmas vacation, it
seems to me likely that the testimony of Mr. Taylor will run into the new year.
CHEESEMAN: In its indictment, the Prosecution alleged that Mr. Taylor aided the Revolutionary United Front, the
RUF rebels, to terrorize the civilian population of Sierra Leone.
A Prosecution witness claimed last year that it was Charles Taylor who instructed RUF Leader Foday Sankoh to
attack and terrorize the Sierra Leone Mining Company, Rutile, in 1994.
According to the witness, Mr. Taylor said an attack on Sierra Rutile would claim the attention of the International
Community because white people were working there.
Mr. Taylor denied communicating such instruction to Foday Sankoh.
TAYLOR: I am not in contact with the RUF after May of 1992, by no means. So how from May 1992 I’m not
talking to the people and then all of a sudden in 1994, guess what, go and attack Sierra Rutile. Total nonsense.
There is absolutely no such, I don’t speak to Foday Sankoh…
GRIFFITHS: Kidnapping white people might achieve the desired result. Was that a tactic used by [indistinct]
TAYLOR: I don’t have any hangup with white people; I never felt inferior to any white man, then or now – never
been intimidated by white people or yellow people whatever.
CHEESEMAN: The Special Court for Sierra Leone trying former Liberian President Charles Taylor has taken what
it called a judicial break.
According to Presiding Judge, Richard Lussick, the trial of Mr. Taylor will resume on October 26.
This report ends my four month visa in the Kingdom of the Netherlands. My colleague, Alphonsus Zeon takes over
the reporting of Charles Taylor’s trial on October 26.
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CharlesTaylorTrial.org (The Hague)
Thursday, 1 October 2009
Liberia: Taylor Calls Prosecution Allegations Against Him Racist; Says His Trial Is Part Of a
Western Regime Change Policy
Alpha Sesay
Charles Taylor today called prosecution allegations that he was involved in ritual sacrifice and
cannibalism "racist". The accused former Liberian president also dismissed his trial as an extension of
regime change policies of the United States and the United Kingdom.
Mr. Taylor spent a second day responding to the evidence of prosecution witness and former member of
Mr. Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL), Joseph Marzah. In his 2008 testimony, Witness
Marzah (otherwise known as "Zig Zag" Marzah) alleged that he was present at Mr. Taylor's residence
when the former Liberian president buried a pregnant woman at the back of his house as a ritual sacrifice
to obtain power in Liberia. Witness Marzah also testified that he feasted on human beings together with
Mr. Taylor while he served as Chief of Operations for the NPFL.
A very angry Mr. Taylor today dismissed the allegations agaist him as being "racist."
"It is not true. But you know, there is something deeper to this whole thing. I don't care what the
prosecution says but this is racist, it is as racist as it ever gets," Mr. Taylor said in a very angry voice.
"All the murderous regimes of Europe throughout World War II coming on, nobody is eating human
beings and burying pregnant women and being sadistic as this as an African. You go to Liberia and bring
four uneducated people that never even went to the ninth grade, Moses Blah never went to the ninth grade,
Vamunyan Sherif hardly went to school, Abu Keita hardly, and this other one that never entered a class
room, never, cannot read, cannot write and you bring him here, and you have a president eating people
and burying pregnant women, this is beyond racism, it shows bigotry, and that's what this case is all
about," the former president said.
Mr. Taylor also vehemently denied allegations in Witness Marzah's testimony that he (Taylor) gave orders
for the execution of Superman, a Liberian commander of Sierra Leone's rebel group Revolutionary United
Front (RUF). Witness Marzah also said that based on Mr. Taylor instructions, Superman's hand was cut
off and his heart removed and taken to Mr. Taylor. Together with Mr. Taylor, they feasted on Superman's
heart, Witness Marzah said in his testimony.
Denying Witness Marzah's allegations, Mr. Taylor today said that "there was no hand, no nothing taken to
my house. I am not aware of how Superman was killed, when or how. It is not true."
Mr. Taylor further denied allegations made by Witness Marzah in his 2008 testimony that he ordered the
execution of certain members of the RUF, such as commanders Sam Bockarie and Daniel Tamba
(otherwise known as "Jungle"), and Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) chairman Johnny Paul
Koroma. [The AFRC overthrew the government of Sierra Leonean president Ahmed Tejan Kabbah in
1997 and formed an alliance with the RUF. The AFRC/RUF alliance was forcefully removed from power
by West African peacekeepers in 1998. Mr. Taylor is accused of supporting both the RUF and AFRC
through the supply of arms and ammunition in return for Sierra Leone's diamonds]. In his testimony
today, Mr. Taylor denied killing Mr. Koroma.
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"This is a lie," he said. "Johnny Paul Koroma, not to my knowledge, never entered Liberia. But as this
case proceeds, most of the individuals mentioned here will come forward and give the real story."
Responding to Witness Marzah's claim that Mr. Taylor executed the Sierra Leonean rebels in order to
cover any trace of his links with the RUF, Mr. Taylor said "to cover it from what? That will be total
nonsense and only a sick mind will suggest that."
Mr. Taylor in his testimony, also told the judges today that his trial is part of a wave of regime change
policies by western powers especially the United States and Great Britain.
"I did know that certain countries like the United States and United Kingdom were against me and were
seeking regime change in Liberia. I am brought here by Britain and America," Mr. Taylor said. "At this
particular time in the world when there was Iraq and regime change, it was good to go into Africa, snatch
one little leader from a small country, let's set an example of him to show there is no impunity."
"Listen, there is nothing that is just about this, I have no control over it, I am going through it, and I will
go through it. There is nothing legal about this," Mr. Taylor said. "Until I go to my grave, there is nothing
just about this. The big powers have executed their powers, they have brought me here."
Mr. Taylor denied other allegations by Witness Marzah that he (Taylor) order that the NPFL and RUF to
subject civilians to sexual violence and forced labour. He also denied giving orders to kill and eat the
members of the Krahn tribe in Liberia, or to kill United Nations and West African peacekeepers. Mr.
Taylor further denied supplying arms and ammunition to rebel forces in Sierra Leone.
Mr. Taylor called Witness Marzah's entire testimony a "complete set-up and it is as programmed as this."
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CharlesTaylorTrial.org
Thursday, 1 October 2009
RUF Did Not Have Any Radio Stations And Operators In Liberia,
By Alpha Sesay
Charles Taylor today refuted testimony of a prosecution witness who said that the Sierra Leonean rebels
had three radio stations and operators in Liberia, including one at the country’s main international airport.
Mr. Taylor was responding to the testimony of protected prosecution witness TFI-338 who in her
September 2008 testimony spoke of the alleged relationship between Mr. Taylor and the Sierra Leonean
rebel group, the Revolutionary United Front (RUF). Allegations that Mr. Taylor was in control of the
RUF and in a position to prevent and punish crimes committed by the rebel group, along with allegations
that Mr. Taylor aided and abetted the RUF in crimes committed in Sierra Leone during its brutal conflict,
go to the heart of some of the key charges against the former Liberian President at the Special Court for
Sierra Leone. The existence of radio communications between Mr. Taylor and the rebels were part of the
prosecution’s efforts to demonstrate Mr. Taylor’s alleged role in the crimes committed after 1996 in Sierra
Leone’s war.
According to the protected witness, regular radio communications existed between Liberian radio stations
controlled by Mr. Taylor and his Special Security Service (SSS) Director Benjamin Yeaten on the one
hand, and RUF radio stations controled by rebel commander Sam Bockarie on the other. The witness
testified that the RUF also maintained three radio stations in Liberia, including one at Liberia’s main
international airport, Roberts International Airport (RIA). These stations, the witness said, operated with
Mr. Taylor’s approval. The radio station at RIA, called Sky 1, was responsible for informing the RUF
whenever West African peacekeepers based in Liberia took off in their Alpha Jet fighter aircraft to bomb
RUF positions in Sierra Leone. Mr. Taylor dismissed the witness’ assertions as “lies”.
“How will the RUF have a radio station installed at the international airport of Liberia? That is total
foolishness,” he said.
Asked by his defense counsel whether the RUF could have had radio stations in other parts of Liberia
outside of Monrovia, Mr. Taylor said that “it is possible may be they might know someone at the radio
stations in Liberia but to have a radio station there, it is impossible.”
Mr. Taylor, however, admitted that sometime in 1998, the RUF maintained a radio station with his
consent at the guesthouse that was assigned to them in Monrovia. The guesthouse and radio station were
mainly geared towards facilitating discussions with the RUF for a peaceful end to the conflict in Sierra
Leone. Other West African leaders involved in the Sierra Leone peace process knew about the guesthouse
and radio station, Mr. Taylor explained.
“The only RUF radio station in Liberia was in 1998, installed at the guesthouse allocated to them. My
other colleagues involved in the Sierra Leone peace process knew about it,” Mr. Taylor said.
Witness TFI-338 also testified that in 1997, a Liberian radio operator called Selay was based in Sierra
Leone’s eastern town of Kenema to coordinate communications between RUF’s Mr. Bockarie in Sierra
Leone and National Patriotic Front of Liberia’s (NPFL) Mr. Yeaten.
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In response to this, Mr. Taylor told the judges that “I don’t know a thing about it and I don’t think it
happened. I don’t think Benjamin Yeaten would have a radio operator in Kenema.”
Mr. Taylor also denied Witness TFI-338’s testimony that members of Mr. Taylor’s SSS named Jungle,
Samson and Junior visited Sierra Leone in 1997 wearing their SSS uniforms.
“That will be a silly thing to do, to send people in uniform to Sierra Leone. I am fighting for peace in
Sierra Leone and I send my security men to parade in Sierra Leone? That is silly,” Mr. Taylor said.
Mr. Taylor dismissed the witness’s entire evidence a “concoction.”
“None of this is true. This witness is just making this up and I can definitely say that she is confused,” he
added.
Mr. Taylor also responded to the testimony of another prosecution witness who in November 2008
testified that during the war years in Sierra Leone, the RUF received advice and support from Mr. Taylor
in Liberia. The witness told judges in 2008 that sometime in 1994, Mr. Taylor advised the RUF’s leader,
Foday Sankoh, to attack Sierra Rutile Mines in Sierra Leone and terrorize civilians there. The witness said
that Mr. Taylor also told Mr. Sankoh to arrest white employees at the Rutile Mines in order to get the
attention of the international community.
Asked by his defense counsel whether he ever gave such advice to Mr. Sankoh, Mr. Taylor responded that
“No I did not. This is 1994. There is no way I am in touch with Sankoh as of May 1992. I was never in
contact with the RUF in 1994 and I didn’t even know what was going on with them.”
The witness also said that Mr. Taylor and Mr. Sankoh communicated on a daily basis in his presence
within this period. Mr. Taylor dismissed the witness’s account, saying “It is blatantly false that between
1993 or 94, 95, 96, 97 or 98, I was in contact with Sankoh.”
“This doesn’t stop. It is a blatant lie,” Mr. Taylor said.
Mr. Taylor is accused of providing support for RUF rebels through the supply of arms and ammunition in
return for diamonds mined by the rebels in Sierra Leone. The prosecution further alleges that Mr. Taylor
helped plan rebel attacks in Sierra Leone and that he occupied a superior position over RUF commanders,
during which time he knew or had reason to know that crimes were being committed by the rebels but that
he failed to punish or prevent the commission of those crimes. By his actions or inactions, the prosecution
says that he is responsible for the crimes committed by rebel forces in Sierra Leone. Mr. Taylor has
denied these allegations and he is presently testifying as a witness in his own defense.
Mr. Taylor’s testimony continues on Monday October 26 when the Special Court resumes after recess.
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The Analyst (Liberia)
Wednesday, 30 September 2009
Liberia: War Crimes Group Pounces Legislature
The Forum for the Establishment of a War Crimes Court in Liberia has pounced on the National
Legislature for placing a "Stay Order" on Truth and Reconciliation (TRC) Final Report, which was
submitted to that august body in June of this year.
The group, in a statement issued yesterday, said it is dismayed by the action of the National Legislature to
place a "Stay Order" on the Report until next year when it shall have returned because such action is
unlawful and urged the august body to reverse the decision in 7 days time, or face Supreme Court actions.
According to the Forum, a "childlike scrutiny of the act creating the TRC enacted into law on 12 may
2005, reveals huge legal disharmony and embarrassing contradictions characterizing the actions of the
honorable Legislature."
Contrary to the action of the Legislature, the group said in the statement that it believes the TRC has
provided the best roadmap to peace and justice, two inextricable elements that cannot be disunited in
moving this country forward. More than that, the Forum said with the submission of the TRC, they have
never been hopeful that, at long last, the missing-link needed to restore the lost fabrics of our democracy
has just arrived.
Giving reasons why it is pushing such harsh line against the action of the Legislature, it said "The
significance of our Teflon approach of accountability and justice requires that we consistently remind
local and global audiences of our earnest desperation to see Liberia become impunity-free after years of
senseless barbarism."
The war crimes advocacy group has accordingly written the both Houses of the National Legislature and
their committees on peace and reconciliation, registering its opposition to the Stay Order decision it took
on the TRC Final Report .
According to excerpts from the official communication sent to the two houses of the Liberian Legislature,
the war crimes group said "We categorize it as extremely horrible your continuous moonwalk into the
shadows of the scarring past, especially the trajectory you have adopted on 'Volume II: Consolidated Final
Report of The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Liberia."
Though it tolerates mixed views of the TRC report expressed by Senators and Representatives as a healthy
component of our democratic franchise, it however maintained that the Joint Resolution of 15 September
is extremely contrary to law, particularly Article X, Reporting and Recommendations, Sections 46 & 48
of the TRC act.
"In furtherance, that 'Joint resolution' of 15 September is not only a threat to our most promising post-war
recovery roadmap unveiled in the 'Final Report', but absolutely disrupts the implementation schedule of
the Independent Commission on Human Rights, the statutory institution upon which the legacy of the
TRC is bequeathed," the group observed.
It used the statement to draw the Legislature's attention to Section 48 of the TRC Act, which says "The
Head of State [to] report to the National Legislature within three months of receipt of the report of the
TRC, and on a quarterly basis thereafter, as to the implementation of the Commission's recommendations
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all recommendations shall be implemented. Where the implementation of any recommendation has not
been complied with, the Legislature shall require the Head of State to show cause for such
noncompliance."
Relying on this provision in the TRC Act, the Forum reminded the Legislature that in the wisdom of the
law, authorization to suspend the implementation timetable, as it has 'unlawfully done', is outside its
jurisdiction, as its allotted role remains to 'Require the President to show cause in the event of
noncompliance.'
"In the face of this unwarranted determination against the state and people, we are obliged to have you
kindly reminded of your statutory duty to ensure that the implementation timetable of the submitted TRC
Final Report is unquestionably adhered to. In this light, it will interest you to note that as of 1st July
2009(the date of the submission of the Final Report), you are mandated to ensure that the 'Head of State'
reports to you on or before 1st October 2009 on the implementation of the Commission's
recommendations," the group said.
While looking forward to unconditional compliance with the TRC's schedule of implementation, the
group said it would however not hesitate to file an appropriate writ before the Honorable Supreme Court
of the Republic of Liberia to undo your "unjust 'Joint Resolution', and to compel your timely actions on
the TRC final report. In this vein, we would respectfully accord you a 7-day ultimatum to reconsider your
decision as per the above pursuit."
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Voice of America
Wednesday, 30 September 2009
UN Condemns Sexual Violence in War Zones
By VOA News

The U.N. Security Council has unanimously adopted a resolution condemning sexual
violence in war zones.
In the resolution passed Wednesday, the 15-member body called on Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon to appoint a special representative to lead and coordinate efforts to
address the issue, and identify a team of experts to be dispatched to situations of
particular concern.
Mr. Ban told the Council that despite some progress, the
deliberate targeting of civilians for sexual volence continues
unabated, including on a "widespread or systematic basis."
He said parties to armed conflict continue to use such
violence with "efficient brutality." The U.N. chief said
perpetrators generally operate with impunity, and that the
internatioanl community must do more to protect civilians,
punish those responsible and provide redress to victims.

Kula, a 47 year old rape
victim, is photographed at a
center for women traumatized
by war, in the refugee camp at
the Samuel K. Doe stadium in
the Liberian capital Monrovia
(File)

In Washington, President Barack Obama applauded the
resolution's passage, saying it will increase the protection
of women and children in conflict zones.
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton chaired Wednesday's
Security Council meeting. The United States currently
holds the council's rotating presidency.

The U.S. State Department says conflict-related sexual
violence against women and children continues in many areas around the world, such
as in the Democratic Republic of Congo, where approximately 1,100 rapes are reported
each month.
The United Nations Development Fund for Women says up to 500,000 women were
raped in Rwanda during the 1994 genocide, while 60,000 were raped in the Balkan
conflicts in the 1990s.
Some information for this report was provided by AFP and AP.
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide
Thursday, 1 October 2009
ICC prosecutor supports three-pronged approach to justice in Kenya
By Thijs Bouwknegt

The Hague, Netherlands
The indictment of those
suspected of
masterminding Kenya's
post-election violence
came closer on
Wednesday when the
International Criminal
Court (ICC) proclaimed,
“justice will not be
delayed”.
ICC prosecutor Luis
Moreno Ocampo reiterated his determination to tackle Kenya’s post-election bloodshed of early 2008 and
to prevent recurring violence through a three-pronged approach.
Ocampo envisions the ICC prosecuting those most responsible; a national Special Tribunal, for other
perpetrators; and other reforms and mechanisms such as the Justice, Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (JTRC) to shed light on the full history of past events and to suggest mechanisms to prevent
such atrocities in the future.
The violence in Kenya last year after the disputed presidential election killed at least 1,300 people and
uprooted more than 300,000.
“Example of managing violence”
“Kenya will be a world example on managing violence,” the international prosecutor stressed, adding,
“justice will not be delayed. His office said, “decisive consultations between the prosecutor and the
Kenyan principals will take place in the coming weeks.”
In the past months, Ocampo has frequently met with members of the Kenyan government, emphasizing
that, with Kenyan leadership, the three tracks should complement each other.
A high level delegation from Nairobi met with Ocampo in The Hague in July, where it expressed Kenya’s
dedication to ending impunity by “prevent[ing] new violence ahead of the 2012 elections.” Nairobi
committed to referring the situation to Ocampo, unless the Kenyan parliament could agree on a genuine
national mechanism to prosecute those responsible for the crimes by June 2010.
Kenya pledged to deal with the masterminds itself, but numerous attempts to kick-start the process have
floundered. A bill to set up a special tribunal to prosecute the main perpetrators was defeated in
parliament, and Kenyans are sceptical that powerful individuals will be arrested and charged because of
widespread impunity among the political class.
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Six boxes
On 16 July 2009, Ocampo received six boxes containing documents and supporting materials compiled by
the Commission of Inquiry into the Post-Election Violence (known also as the Waki Commission), and a
sealed envelope with a list of persons who could be implicated in the violence.
The list is believed to include a number of influential cabinet ministers. The content of the envelope will
remain confidential. “There will be no leaks," Ocampo said when he resealed the envelope.
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The Daily Star (Lebanon)
Thursday, 1 October 2009
Embracing the ICC? US moves back toward international law
By Chibli Mallat
“The [administration of US President Barack Obama] is reportedly close to announcing a change in US policy
toward the International Criminal Court (ICC), including affirming President Clinton’s 2000 signature on the Rome
Statute and increasing US cooperation with the court,” Brett D. Schaefer and Steven Groves from the conservative
Heritage Foundation said last week.
This would be the most important legal policy change so far by the new president, far more important than the
closing of Guantanamo.
Such a step would be welcome. Contrary to the received notion that all Republicans oppose the ICC, a little-noted
signal has come from the most respected jurist in the Republican camp: Sandra Day O’Connor, the first woman
justice on the US Supreme Court, joined an American Society of International Law taskforce which recommended
in March active collaboration with the ICC.
The most powerful person on the ICC, for the moment, is the prosecutor. Luis Moreno-Ocampo has held the
position since 2003. While controversial in some circles, his pursuit of several files worldwide shows a dynamism
lacking in other, ad hoc international courts, such as the Special Tribunal for Lebanon (STL), which former UN
investigator Serge Brammertz all but destroyed in two years of sterile work, while assassinations were continuing in
Lebanon.
Not surprisingly, one has heard little from the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, where he
is currently posted.
Under a barrage of Lebanese criticism, his successor Daniel Bellemare broke his silence last week if only by calling
for suggestions. I have many, which I will send to him, but I join meanwhile the request made by my colleague and
close observer of the STL, Michael Young: Zuhair Siddiq, the “false witness” whose testimony has led to the
wrongful incarceration of at least four people, must be arrested immediately and tried for obstructing the course of
justice.
True, prosecutors can be excessive, and Kenneth Starr’s vendetta against US President Bill Clinton over the
Lewinsky affair is a case in point. The tribunal, however, is a whole, and the case of the wrong or vindictive
prosecutor will eventually collapse when the trial proceeds. It is therefore important to arrange for people indicted
by the Prosecutor to have their day in court as quickly as possible.
Back to the ICC. I met Ocampo at a conference at Yale law school convened by Paul Kahn in March 2004, where
the dean Harold Koh (who is now the legal adviser of the State Department), made a memorable impromptu
presentation.
The elephant in the room was the new administration of President George W Bush, which was opposed to the ICC,
and Ocampo was nodding patiently at the disjunctive US policy. The tide has now turned, and it is now clear that
US opposition to international criminal law was more damaging to the administration than any other policy it took,
including the wars of Afghanistan and Iraq.
Bush ‘unsigned’ the ICC Treaty, breaking with signal advances in international criminal law started under Clinton,
whose last act on December 31, 2000 was to sign it for the US.
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From a country at the forefront of international criminal law in the 1990s, leading to the appointment for the first
time in history of an ambassador-at-large for war crimes in the State Department, the Bush administration moved
away from the ICC into lawlessness.
This meant forfeiting the immense potential of international justice against such crimes against humanity as the
September 11 attacks. Instead the US government was left with the legal dead-end of the “war on terror,” equating
sheer might with right.
The Bush argument, and the one made in the Heritage Foundation article, is that the ICC could indict American
military personnel for atrocities committed abroad. This is true, but only if the US did not prosecute them, under the
principle of complementarity well established in the Rome Treaty. In fact, trying soldiers and their commanders for
war crimes and crimes against humanity has long been a central staple of the rule of law in the US.
Even under Bush, those accused of atrocities in Abu Ghraib have been tried, and a few jailed. The more
accountability for war crimes and crimes against humanity for Americans who commit them, the more the US
standing as a rule of law country increases in the world.
In fact, toward the end of the Bush administration, US officials could see the value of the ICC, and increased their
cooperation with the court following the pressure from victims of Darfur and their supporters worldwide. The US
government led the Security Council in referring Darfur to the ICC.
Sudan’s president is under indictment, and his range of travel has now been severely limited – we did not see him in
New York at the General Assembly – and this is the next best thing to his arrest.
Rather than enduring Moammar Ghaddafi’s demeaning soliloquy, the UN’s reputation would have been better
served in arresting him as advocated by the supporters of Imam Musa al-Sadr in New York last week.
This also may be a job for the ICC, as would the ever rising call for the ongoing atrocities in Sri Lanka, especially
in the brutal internment of hundreds of thousands of Tamil civilians, to get on the radar of international justice. It is
also important to put both Benjamin Netanyahu and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on notice.
With its sudden return to the frontline, including with the advocacy by the Goldstone UN commission of a possible
referral by the Security Council of the Gaza atrocities to the ICC prosecutor, the files are becoming overwhelming
for one person. This will necessitate the appointment of more prosecutors, and more chambers capable of quickly
reviewing their indictments. This, however, is an administrative detail. With the rise of the specter of war in the
Middle East and elsewhere, only justice can provide the needed deterrent to the certain tide of coming atrocities.

Chibli Mallat edits The Daily Star law page. He is presidential professor of law at the University of Utah, and EU
Jean Monnet Chair at Saint Joseph’s University in Lebanon.
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Reuters
Wednesday, 30 September 2009
FACTBOX-What is the International Criminal Court
The International Criminal Court prosecutor intends to pursue charges against "those most responsible"
for Kenya's 2008 post-election violence.
The Hague-based court has been ready to step in if the Kenyan government did not come up with a way of
putting on trial those accused of causing violence that killed at least 1,300 people in east Africa's biggest
economy. Here are some facts on the court: WHAT IS THE ICC?
* The United Nations has ad hoc tribunals dealing with abuses in former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, but the
ICC is the first permanent court set up to try individuals for genocide, war crimes and other major human
rights violations. * The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court was established on July 17,
1998, when 120 states participating in a conference on the court adopted the treaty.
* The statute needed a minimum of 60 ratifications to come into force, which it reached in April 2002 and
the treaty entered into force on July 1, 2002. The court is now supported by 104 nations, although still not
by Russia, China and the United States, which opposed the creation of the ICC, fearing it would be used
for politically motivated prosecutions of its citizens.
* The ICC launched its first investigations in 2004, into crimes in Democratic Republic of Congo and
Uganda, and issued its first arrest warrants in 2005 for five leaders of the Lord's Resistance Army in
Uganda, accused of stoking 19 years of conflict. The governments of both countries had asked the ICC to
investigate. * The U.N. Security Council voted in March 2005 to refer war crimes cases in Sudan's Darfur
to the ICC, the first time it has made a referral to the court in what was seen as a victory for supporters of
the ICC. Formal investigations began in June 2005. * The court only has jurisdiction with respect to
crimes committed after July 1, 2002, in countries that have ratified its treaty. However, the ICC can also
prosecute if the Security Council refers a case to it regarding crimes committed in a country that is not a
signatory to the treaty. * The ICC is separate from the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the highest
legal authority of the United Nations which is also based in The Hague and which was inaugurated in
1946 to resolve disputes between states.
SOME RECENT CASES:
* At present at the ICC Germain Katanga and Mathieu Ngudjolo are awaiting trial. They are accused of
attacking civilians, using child soldiers and being responsible for rape committed by subordinates in the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
* Congolese rebel warlord Jean-Pierre Bemba is facing trial on charges of war crimes and crimes against
humanity. Bemba is accused of leading rebels from the Democratic Republic of Congo in a campaign of
torture, rape and murder in the neighbouring Central African Republic. Bemba, who was arrested in
Belgium in May 2008, denies all the charges.
* An arrest warrant was issued by the ICC in March 2009 for Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-Bashir
over charges of crimes against humanity in Sudan's conflict-ridden Darfur region. (For full Reuters Africa
coverage and to have your say on the top issues, visit: africa.reuters.com/ ) (Writing by David Cutler,
London Editorial Reference Unit)

