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Sierra Express Media
Thursday, 29 October 2009
Special Court Trained Police in Bo
Author: Mohamed Opito Jimmy - SEM
The Prosecution Department of the Special Court of Sierra Leone on the 23rd and 24th October 2009,
trained 116 police officers in Bo, the Headquarter City of the Southern Region. According to sergeant
4802 Mansaray, who was one of the participants “the two day training was entirely based on court
prosecuting system in the Judiciary; geared at helping the prosecuting prowess of the police in courts in
the country”.
It was revealed that they were trained on how to handle court matters various circumstances as well as to
conduct investigations on matter of serious offences.
The trainers who were also Prosecutors at Special Court taught the police officers to take into account
certain factors in court proceeding like checking and filing cases to court before court session as according
to the SCSL prosecutors, accused person are sometimes taken to court leaving the file that is to be used to
prosecute them. The officers reveal that they were trained in the conduct of interviewing witnesses as
court cases basically depend on the availability of witnesses, facts and evidences.
Members of the Sierra Leone Police were also trained on the method searching for the truth on both sides
of the story saying they must not favour one side against the other in their work as the entire country
depends on the police and judiciary to administer justice and keep the peace.
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The Christian Science Monitor
Wednesday, 28 October 2009
New war crimes ambassador Stephen Rapp exemplifies Obama's deeper engagement on
international law.
By Robert Marquand | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor
Madrid - New US ambassador for war crimes Stephen Rapp knows firsthand what it takes to prosecute
man's inhumanity to man. The former Iowa district attorney has already prosecuted participants in the
Rwanda genocide and former Liberian strongman Charles Taylor.
The United States is much criticized abroad for its attitude toward international justice and world courts.
The charge in Europe and Africa is that the US wants universal law for others but not for itself.
But in Mr. Rapp, who took up his duties Sept. 8, President Obama has found someone who international
justice advocates expect will deepen US engagement in crimes against humanity cases.
For instance, Rapp favors an International Crim--inal Court (ICC) investigation of Kenya's 2007-08
postelection violence and wants an investigation into September's soccer stadium killings and rape in
Guinea. "Mass crimes against humanity are not acceptable ... and the US will be more engaged," Rapp
told a conference of jurists in Madrid earlier this month.
"[Rapp] comes to the job with experience in international criminal justice," says Stuart Alford, a London
barrister and chair of the War Crimes Committee of the International Bar Association. "He understands
the difficulties of putting on trial men like Charles Taylor. He knows the security issues involved, and the
reconciliation issues within the region, including Liberia. To have someone from the US with that kind of
background is encouraging."
From Iowa to Rwanda
Rapp is known to have "prosecutorial zeal." Four days after being tapped to take charge of the Rwanda
tribunal in 2005, "I was on the plane to Kigali," he said in a Monitor interview. Rapp brought his whole
family from Iowa- and says he wants to spend his life "bringing justice to places that have never had it
before."
Rapp, who traveled to Africa in a small Beechcraft airplane that often packed lawyers and defendants
together, has prosecuted cases centered on violence against women, child soldier recruitment, and the use
of the media to create and direct genocide.
In Rwanda, he prosecuted the "media case," mainly against radio station RTLM, which infamously
implored Hutus to kill the "cockroaches" or Tutsi minority in the 1994 genocide. The case took 34
months. The judges found that RTLM was not only a mass mechanism for inciting violence, but also a
logistical tool for genocide – directing troops and reading the license tag numbers of Tutsi cars to
machete-wielding men waiting at checkpoints.
It was Rapp's first case. Bringing order to an emotional trial based in Tanzania "was the most difficult
thing I've ever done," Rapp recalls. "When I arrived there were no real exhibits – we had 273 tapes of
broadcasts ... but no one knew where the tapes came from. When I got there, only 50 were translated,
some in French, some in English – and this was the seventh month of the trial!" His family was a support;
his wife is an African-history scholar. But it was an adjustment, moving from Iowa to prosecute "the
intentional mur-der of 800,000 people in a hundred days."
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US participation in ICC not likely 'anytime soon'
Now Rapp, as head of the US State Department Office of War Crimes Issues, will need to find his way
amid the courts of public and world opinion.
The US has not participated in the ICC, worried it will be used to take revenge on Americans, rather than
to bring justice. But the US has come under withering criticism for the Bush administration's use of
torture and legal justifications for it. The Obama team, meanwhile, is taking hits in the justice community
for seeking to quash the UN human rights report on Israel's war in Gaza.
US credibility on justice will be tested, says Mr. Alford. "There are questions about the past eight years,
and the international justice community is watching ... five years down the line. [If] the US has ignored its
own issues ... the pressure will grow."
Rapp admitted that US participation on the world court is not likely "anytime soon," though jurists in
Madrid predicted Rapp will find creative ways to cooperate with the ICC. Rapp also points out that
"there's nothing in the law that prevents the US from dealing with Charles Taylor, with [former
Yugoslavian President Slobodan] Milosevic, with heinous crimes."
Rapp says the world's view of the US, regarding international justice under President Bush, isn't entirely
accurate. The Bush team supported trials for Rwanda and backed East Timor's domestic tribunals and the
indictment of Sudan's Omar al-Bashir.
The US shouldn't fear the ICC, Rapp says. "If the people who were worried [when the US was one of
seven nations not to support the ICC] would pay attention to what the court is actually doing, they would
be relieved," he says. "The ICC just indicted Joseph Kony [head of the Lord's Resistance Army in
Uganda]. Darfur is a case Americans feel strongly about. We want to send a signal that the US is prepared
to exercise leadership."
It is in America's interest to engage in war crimes prosecutions, he argues, citing the postelection violence
in Kenya: "The 2007 elections in Kenya shocked the world, and if we come to elections in 2012 and
nothing is done, what message does that send? If the message is that you can get away with that kind of
violence ... it could lead to a further conflagration. It is in the interest of the US to show this can't
continue."
Whether Rapp can reverse the rap that the US has a double standard on international justice is the question
overseas.•
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African Union
Thursday, 29 October 2009
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 29 October 2009
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Liberia's president says may run in next election
Source: AP Online Regional - Africa Date: October 29, 2009
MONROVIA, Liberia_Liberia's president said Thursday she has not ruled out running for office again
in 2011, despite campaign promises to only serve one term. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, a Harvard-trained
economist who turned 71 Thursday, has been a darling of the international community ever since
her election in 2005, when she became Africa's first democratically elected female head of state. "I
want to decide what I want to do based upon my continued enthusiasm, based upon my continued
good health, and based, more importantly, upon the wishes of the people," Sirleaf told The
Associated Press. Liberia was ravaged by civil wars for years until 2003. The drawn-out conflict that
began in 1989 left about 200,000 people dead and displaced half the country's population of 3
million. The country created to settle freed American slave in 1847 is still struggling to maintain a
fragile peace with the help of U.N. peacekeepers.

“House with Two Rooms”: Final Report of Liberia’s TRC Diaspora Project Released
newliberian.com
At the request of the Liberian Truth & Reconciliation Commission (TRC), The Advocates for Human
Rights coordinated the work of the TRC in the Diaspora, including the U.S. , U.K., and the
Buduburam Refugee Settlement in Ghana. “A House with Two Rooms”, the final report of the Liberia
TRC Diaspora Project, documents the experience of human rights abuses and humanitarian law
violations that forced Liberians to leave the country. Published by DRI Press of Hamline University,
the report is based on an analysis of more than 1600 statements, fact-finding interviews, and
witness testimony at public hearings held in the U.S. The report also tells the story of the “triple
trauma” experienced by members of the Diaspora during their flight through Liberia and across
international borders, while living in refugee camps in West Africa, and in resettlement in the U.S.
and U.K.

IMF predicts total debt relief for Liberia in 2010
APA-Monrovia (Liberia) The visiting Africa Department Director of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), Dr. Antoinette Sayeh, has predicted a total debt relief for Liberia in 2010, if the postwar country’s economy continues its strong performance, and following progress in implementing the
new Public Financial Management Act and other actions, APA learnt in Monrovia. Madam Sayeh, the
first Finance minister in the Ellen Johnson Sirleaf led government, told a news conference
Wednesday in Monrovia that the IMF was optimistic that economic growth would accelerate next
year in Liberia, as the world economy recovers. Growth will result in job creation and over time
stronger revenues to deliver government services, she said.
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Guinea
US Government Imposes Travel Restriction on Guinea Military
Junta

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. government has restricted travel to the United States by
Guinea's military junta, which has been accused of planning a bloody crackdown on opposition
protesters who killed more than 150 people. "On October 23, 2009, the United States imposed
restrictions on travel to the United States by certain members of the military junta and the
government, as well as other individuals who support policies or actions that undermine the
restoration of democracy and the rule of law in Guinea," State Department spokesman Ian Kelly said
on Thursday. Human Rights Watch said this week that Guinean security forces planned the bloody
crackdown on anti-government protesters that killed 150 people and wounded countless more in the
West African nation. The September 28 incident has drawn broad international condemnation of the
ruling military junta led by Captain Moussa Dadis Camara.

Ivory Coast
UN: Ivory Coast arms, diamond embargoes violated
Source: General Financial/ Business News Date: October 28, 2009 UNITED NATIONS_The
government and former rebels in Ivory Coast have repeatedly violated a U.N. arms embargo and a
ban on diamond exports is being flouted with help from many countries, according to a report by
U.N. exports. The West African nation was split into a rebel-controlled north and governmentcontrolled south after an attempted coup sparked civil war in 2002. A peace deal in March 2007
brought key rebel leaders into the administration and offered the best hope yet of a single
government after years of foundering accords and disarmament plans but deep divisions remains. In
the report to the U.N. Security Council circulated Tuesday, the experts recommended that Burkina
Faso investigate the transfer of arms, ammunition and other military equipment across the border to
the rebel-controlled north "without delay." They said the systematic transfer of weapons may be
linked to the smuggling of cocoa. Ivory Coast is the world's largest cocoa producer and the
government controls the largest share of cocoa production, in the south.

Ivorian election 'not possible' on time: economic chief
http://www.timeslive.co.za/news/africa
A close ally of Ivory Coast President Laurent Gbagbo said Wednesday it was not possible to organise
presidential elections by the scheduled date of November 29. The polls have already been postponed
on numerous occasions since 2005, when Gbagbo's mandate expired. "If you want a transparent,
solid, reliable (voters') list like everyone has recommended to us, it won't be possible to hold an
election on November 29," economic council chief Laurent Dona Fologo told AFP. "The independent
electoral commission, the only body with the power to fix the date of the elections, should assume
its responsibilities and announce a delay," he added. "It seems to me that not even a miracle will
enable us to meet the deadline." Observers have already said that it is unlikely that all will be ready
for November 29, as the electoral list has yet to be published by the independent electoral
commission.

Local Media – Newspaper

IMF predicts total debt relief for Liberia in 2010
(The Inquirer, The News, The Informer, New Vision, New Democrat)

•
•

The visiting Africa Department Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Dr.
Antoinette Sayeh, has predicted a total debt relief for Liberia in 2010.
Dr. Sayeh said total debt relief will be possible if the country’s economy continues its strong
performance and progress in the implementation of the new Public Financial Management Act
and other actions c
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•
•

Addressing a news conference, the IMF official said the fund was optimistic that economic
growth in the country would accelerate next year as the world economy recovers.
She said growth will result in job creation and over time stronger revenues to deliver
government services.

Nigeria Signal 10 Trains Amadiyyah Students in Computer
(The Informer)

•
•
•

The Nigerian Signal Unit (NISIG 10) of UNMIL has conducted training in computer education
for students of the Amadiyyah Elementary and Junior High School in Monrovia.
A release issued in Monrovia said the Commanding Officer, Lt Col GS Abdullahi led the team
of instructors who drilled the students in the basics of computer education and introduced
them to the different hardware components of computer.
The students were also taught installation, connection and booting during the practical
session. The training is part of the Civil Military Coordination Programme of NISIG 10.

Korean Businessman Complains Of Ill-Treatment
(The Inquirer, The Analyst, The Informer, National Chronicle)
•
•
•

A Korean businessman identified as Young Ho Cho, has alleged that he was manhandled and
ill-treated by some officers of the Liberia National Police (LNP) last Friday at his Bushrod
Island residence.
Mr. Cho former president of the Korean Community in Liberia expressed dissatisfaction over
the manner in which he was ill-treated by the officers at his evergreen Restaurant and has
threatened to take legal action against them.
However reports say Police Director Marc Ambarld has apologized for the alleged manhandling
of the Korean businessman.

5 Children Killed In Fire Incident
(New Democrat, New Vision, The Inquirer, Heritage)
•
•
•
•

A fire disaster has left five children dead near the WATUSI Hotel in the Doe Community on
Bushrod Island.
The children between the ages of one to twelfth years died Tuesday night when fire gutted a
three bed room building.
A resident of the building said the parents of the children were not home when the incident
occurred.
According to him the fire was caused by candle lighted by one of the victims. The belongings
of the sixteen occupants of the house were completely destroyed.

Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am)

President Sirleaf in Sinoe County
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has arrived in Greenville, Sinoe County for the induction of
Superintendent Milton Teahjay.
• While in the County, the President will visit the controversial border between Sinoe and
Rivercess Counties.
• Sinoe Acting Superintendent McDonald Wlemus said the President will also dedicate projects
including school buildings in Geetro and Jlay Towns.
• President Sirleaf will also celebrate her 71st birth anniversary in Sinoe on Thursday, October
29.
Senator Prince Johnson and Education Minister Set to Resolve Differences
• Talks aimed at resolving verbal exchanges between Senator Prince Johnson and Education
Minister Joseph Korto have been announced in Monrovia.
• Nimba County Representative Martin Farngalo said the planned reconciliation talk is expected
to be held in Nimba County and will thrash out whatever differences the men may have.
• Verbal excanges erupted between the two men on Sunday after Dr. Korto openly condemned
the Nimba Legislative Caucus of lacking leadership.
ULSU urges Tougher Actions Against Corruption
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• The University of Liberia Student Union (ULSU) says tough measures were required to
successfully siphoning of state funds by public officials.
• ULSU believes Government’s fight against corruption was cosmetic saying there were still
public officials misusing state funds despite Government’s professed fight against corruption.
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., and ELBC)
Liberty Party Accuses Monrovia Mayor of Tearing Down Campaign Posters
• The Opposition Liberty Party has accused acting Monrovia City Mayor Mary Broh of tearing
down posters and banners belonging to its candidate Darius Dillon.
• The National Chairman of the Liberty Party Israel Akinsanya told a news conference Tuesday
several banners and posters were brought down in Monrovia and parts adjacent.
• But the Monrovia City Corporation Wednesday issued a statement disassociating Ms. Broh and
her team from such disorderly conduct.
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., and ELBC)
Plans to Thwart Guthrie’s Takeover uncover
• Some concerned workers of the Guthrie Rubber Plantation say there are plans to thwart the
takeover of the plantation by the Sime Darby Company.
• A spokesperson of the workers John Opoku Pewu said the plan by the youths is in demand of
the release of findings into the March 19 shooting incident on the plantation.
• Mr. Pewu described the plan as counterproductive to the smooth operations of the Guthrie
Plantation and the survival of the workers.
• He wants the workers to resist any attempt by the youths to thwart the takeover by Sime
Darby.
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky F.M., and ELBC)
Seminar to Launch EITI 2nd Report Opens in Monrovia
• Over 50 representatives from the agriculture, forestry, oil and mining sectors have begun a
three-day technical workshop in Monrovia organized by Moore Stephens, a UK-based firm of
chartered accountants.
• The workshop will bring together relevant agencies of Government to discuss the preparation,
submission and publication of Liberia’s 2nd Extractive Industries Transparency International
(EITI) report. Liberia was in February this year named the best EITI implementing country.

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)

IMF Rates Liberia’s Economic Recovery Programme
• The International Monetary Fund (IMF) says the Liberian Government has made significant
progress in its economic recovery programme to reach the final point of the Heavily Indebted
Poor Countries (HIPC).
• The Director of the IMF Africa Department and former Liberian Finance Minister Dr. Antoinette
Sayeh said if Liberia continues its current economic policy in the fight against corruption, the
country will be on the verge of achieving the benchmark set to meet the HIPC point for final
debt relief.
• Speaking after a 2-day assessment visit of progress made by Liberia in its recovery
programme, Dr. Sayeh said Liberia has many good economic practices despite the global
economic meltdown.
• She said the IMF needs to continue its financial assistance to Liberia mainly to build better
economic systems.
****
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The New Times
Wednesday, 28 October 2009
Rwanda: Country to Host International Prosecutors
Gashegu Muramira
Kigali — Rwanda will next month host the sixth Colloquium of Prosecutors from international criminal
tribunals.
The Spokesperson of the International Criminal Tribunals for Rwanda (ICTR), Roland Amoussouga,
confirmed the meeting in an interview yesterday. It will take place from November 11-13 at the Kigali
Serena Hotel.
To be held under the theme: "International Criminal Justice: Lessons from the Past, Reflections on the
Future," the meeting seeks to review new developments in international criminal law and share
experiences.
It will bring together current Prosecutors and Deputy Prosecutors, Chiefs of Prosecutions, Chiefs of
Investigations, Chiefs of Appeal, all former Prosecutors and former Deputy Prosecutors of the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).
Other high profile jurists will come from the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL), the International
Criminal Tribunal for ex-Yugoslavia (ICTY), the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the
Extraordinary Chambers in the Court of Cambodia (ECCC).
Sixty Prosecutors are expected in Kigali at the event that is usually held on a rotational basis.
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The Toronto Star
Thursday, 29 October 2009
'Kill, rape and pillage': Rwandan gets life in jail
Andrew Chung Quebec Bureau

Rwandan Désiré Munyaneza, right, is shown
in a courtroom sketch as he stands to hear
sentence in Montreal.

MONTREAL–In sentencing genocidal killer
Désiré Munyaneza to the harshest penalty
possible, Quebec Superior Court Justice
André Denis quoted an ancient philosopher
who insisted that even when everyone else is
going one way, you can always go another.

"Many Rwandans of all ethnicities, as the
proof showed, behaved courageously
during the genocide, often paying the price with their lives," said Denis. "The accused, an educated and
privileged man, chose to kill, rape and pillage, in the name of supremacy of his ethnic group."
Handing down a sentence of life in prison with no chance of parole for 25 years, as Munyaneza stood
unmoved, the judge added, "Each time a man affirms to belong to a superior race, a chosen people,
humanity is in danger."
Munyaneza, known as "Scarface" to his victims, is the first person to be convicted under Canada's Crimes
Against Humanity and War Crimes Act. The 42-year-old father of two will serve his sentence in Canada.
It's a case watched closely by legal observers because of the implications it could have for similar cases
here and abroad and even, some say, for preventing such tragedies in the first place.
Denis found Munyaneza guilty last May of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity during the
1994 Rwandan genocide that saw the Hutu-led extermination of hundreds of thousands of people,
primarily ethnic Tutsis.
A businessman in his home city of Butare, Rwanda, Munyaneza came from a well-known bourgeois
family and had a master's degree in economics.
During the genocide he also acted as a leader among the brutal Interahamwe militia.
Denis found that Munyaneza, a failed refugee claimant to Canada who was arrested at his home in
Toronto in 2005, used his access to vehicles to transport innocent Tutsi to their deaths. He looted Tutsi
businesses. He murdered four Tutsi in a store, saying, "All Tutsi must die."
He called them "vermin."
He even used sticks to beat to death children who were tied up in sacks, the judge found.
The defence is appealing the verdict, but a hearing before the Quebec Court of Appeal isn't likely until
next year and both sides agree the case will ultimately wind up before the Supreme Court of Canada.
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"We've got what we believe to be a pretty strong appeal," defence lawyer Richard Perras said outside
the courtroom.
The trial was extraordinary in that it took nearly two years and even travelled to Butare to hear witnesses.
The total cost reportedly reached $4 million.
Munyaneza's defence contended much of the evidence was faulty, witnesses were hazy on dates, and that
many couldn't identify his prominent facial scar.
But Denis said he believed the prosecution's witnesses, noting Thursday that Munyaneza's witnesses often
denied there was even a genocide.
"We know that to deny a genocide is to kill the victims a second time," Denis admonished.
Jayne Stoyles, executive director of the Ottawa-based Canadian Centre for International Justice, said in an
interview that the sentence "sends a really strong message both that people can't escape justice when they
participate in atrocities that serious, and also to victims ... that we'll all try to prevent these kind of
crimes."
Stoyles said just like enforcement of any crime serves as a deterrent to it, the same is true for war crimes.
If more countries prosecute within their borders like Canada, in addition to the International Criminal
Court in The Hague, there would be a preventive effect, she said.
Even so, the government estimates there are at least 1,500 other war criminals and human rights abusers
in Canada.
A Montreal Rwandan genocide survivor support group that first turned the RCMP's attention toward
Munyaneza applauded the sentence and said it would continue its efforts to pursue other criminals.
"We're going to keep working for justice for the survivors," Jean-Paul Nylinkwaya said.
Denis's message in the sentence was clear: "It must be said and repeated," he intoned, "there is no worse
crime than genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, which are still occurring today."
With files from The Canadian Press
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Associated Press
Thursday, 29 October 2009
Bosnian president angry over war criminal release
By AIDA CERKEZ-ROBINSON
SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina — Bosnia's top official canceled a diplomatic visit to Sweden on Wednesday,
angry that the Swedish government chose to grant Bosnian Serb war criminal Biljana Plavsic an early release from
jail.
Plavsic, the former Bosnian Serb president, was freed Tuesday from a Swedish prison after serving two-thirds of an
11-year jail term for crimes against humanity during Bosnia's 1992-1995 war.
More than 100,000 people were killed during the conflict, most of them by Bosnian Serb forces.
President Zeljko Komsic said he will not go to Stockholm because although Swedish law offers the possibility of
early release, the government had to actively make that choice. Komsic, chairman of Bosnia's three-person
presidency, was supposed to meet King Carl XVI Gustaf during a four-day visit starting Nov. 4.
"The Swedish government wanted to do it, it was not forced to do it," Komsic said in a statement.
Other Muslim Bosniak and Croat officials as well as the media expressed outrage over the early release and the fact
that Plavsic flew from Sweden to Belgrade on a Bosnian Serb government jet bought with tax money from some of
her victims, who still live in the Bosnian Serb republic.
Plavsic was warmly welcomed in Belgrade by Bosnian Serb Prime Minister Milorad Dodik.
Komsic also called the behavior of the Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt "unacceptable and compromising for
the Swedish government." Bildt, he said, testified at the U.N. war crimes tribunal to Plavsic's benefit, visited her in
jail in Sweden and took part in the decision for her to be released early.
Komsic had urged the Swedish government and parliament last September not to grant the early release, saying it
would be a mistake to show this kind of mercy shown to a person who committed the worst crimes against
humanity.
A headline in the Sarajevo daily Dnevni Avaz said "Victims paid for the flight to Belgrade," and the daily
Oslobodjenje had a photo of Dodik holding Plavsic by the hand with a headline "Flown by Dodik's plane to
freedom."
In Belgrade, Dodik defended his decision to send a government jet to pick up Plavsic, saying "it was a moral thing
to do." He said Plavsic will remain in Belgrade for now but stay out of political life.
"She has served her time in jail, and she's now a free person," Dodik said.
Plavsic, 79, is the only woman among the 161 people indicted by the International Criminal Court for the former
Yugoslavia.
She had pleaded guilty to a single count of persecution — a crime against humanity — as part of an ethnic
cleansing campaign to drive Muslims and Croats out of Serb-controlled areas of Bosnia. Her guilty plea was part of
a plea bargain to have other charges, including genocide, dropped.
Plavsic was then transferred to Sweden to serve her sentence.
Associated Press writers Jovana Gec in Belgrade contributed to this report.
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The Muslim News
Friday, 30 October 2009
http://www.muslimnews.co.uk/paper/index.php?article=4308
Editorial 1: Collusion with war criminals
It is nine months since Israel’s latest massacre of more than 1,400 Palestinians in Gaza. Such was the
blatancy and intensity of the bloodletting that it provoked a huge backlash of opinion worldwide against
Israel. Millions joined in mass demonstrations; sit-ins were staged at dozens of UK universities; in the
British Parliament, MPs condemned Israeli leaders as “mass murderers” and “war criminals. For the very
first time, it seemed that Israel finally would be brought to account for its continuous defiance of
international law.
Back in January, Foreign Secretary, David Miliband, told MPs that the British Government supported an
independent investigation into Israel’s war crimes after resisting pressure to join the international outrage.
Miliband insisted that allegations of war crimes must be “closely and speedily investigated” to “find out if
they are true and, if they are, take appropriate action.” But following the publication UN-sponsored
Goldstone report that evidenced the extent of the atrocities, he remained silent.
Despite previous pledges, the US and EU governments refused to endorse the conclusions of the
independent fact-finding mission led by South African jurist Richard Goldstone. The Report found that
the entire population of Gaza was still being subjected to collective punishment. Goldstone himself
insisted that it was “time for action” when presenting his findings to the UN Human Rights Council in
Geneva. “The lack of accountability for war crimes and possible crimes against humanity has reached a
crisis point; the ongoing lack of justice is undermining any hope for a successful peace process and
reinforcing an environment that fosters violence,” he warned.
The report was eventually endorsed by the UN Human Rights Council, despite opposition from the US
and Britain and France abstaining. US Secretary of State, Hilary Clinton, instead supported the Israeli
claim that it was “one-sided” but did not go as far as accusing Goldstone of being a so-called “antiSemite,” as many have done, despite being Jewish and a Zionist.
The main recommendation was for the Security Council to require Israel to report within six months on
prosecutions it carried out on war crimes accusations and to refer the matter to the International Criminal
Court in the Hague if it failed.
Human Rights Watch described the US effort to dismiss the report as “downright shameful” as an
Administration that claims to promote the rule of Laws and accountability for war crimes. “It was also
deeply disappointing that key EU governments did not seize this valuable opportunity to demand justice
for victims on both sides of the conflict,” its Geneva Director, Juliette de Rivero, said. Amnesty
International, which reported similar findings to Goldstone, said that it showed “a lack of political will to
deal robustly with issues of accountability for violations of international humanitarian law and human
rights law in Gaza and southern Israel.”
The position by Britain was to seek a delay. The UK’s Permanent Representative at the UN Mission in
Geneva, Peter Gooderham, said the Report has “flaws.” He argued that it did not reflect “the right of
Israel to protect its citizens or paid sufficient attention to Hamas’s actions.” His sense of logic was that
“because Israel did not cooperate with the mission, the report lacked an authoritative Israeli perspective.”
Given that Israel has acted with impunity in killing an average of between two to three Palestinians every
day since its creation over 60 years ago, the latest prevarications should come as no surprise. There was
not even a war crimes’ investigation relating to the killing of over 1,100 civilians during its 2006 invasion
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of Lebanon, where Israel remains in defiance of a UN request to disclose the locations of 350,000
cluster bombs dropped.
The extent of the US double-standards towards Israel was also confirmed in a report in the Washington
Times, confirming that President Barak Obama reaffirmed a 4-decade-old secret understanding to allow
Israel to keep a nuclear arsenal without opening it to international inspections. Obama was also seen
offering little hope of even implementing the first initial step of the supposed road map to Middle East
peace, when bowing down to Israel’s defiance in continuing to build illegal settlements.
For its part, the British Government even went as far as welcoming Israeli Defence Minister, Ehud Barak,
to Labour’s annual conference in Brighton in the face of attempts to arrest him for war crimes. Miliband
insisted that the unlisted meetings on the sidelines of the conference would go ahead regardless of the
threatened court action.
“He is the democratically elected Defence Minister of Israel and I will be pleased to meet him,” he was
quoted saying. Needless to say attempts by British lawyers acting on behalf of Gaza victims failed to
obtain an arrest warrant after Westminster magistrates’ court was reported to have asked the Foreign
Office to clarify the status of Barak’s unpublicised visit. It was judged that the Israeli minister should be
offered immunity from prosecution as “he would not be able to perform his functions efficiently if he
were the subject of criminal proceedings.” The only conclusion that can be drawn is that a British court is
more independent than a UN-mandated international jurist.
It remains doubtful that Israel will be brought to justice as any UN Security Council referring the crimes
to the ICC would almost certainly be vetoed by the US. The role of Britain will be to catch ‘diplomatic
flu’ and will again abstain rather than stand up against human rights abuses as it does with other countries.
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Voice of America
Friday, 30 October 2009
ICC Indictment Forcing Bashir to Stay at Home
An African Union summit in Nigeria was held to discuss the recommendations of a high-level panel report on
resolving the Darfur conflict. Noticeably absent from the conference was Sudanese President Omar Hassan alBashir, despite a formal invitation from Abuja to attend.
In March, the Sudanese president became the first sitting head of state to be indicted by the International Criminal
Court at The Hague.
Since acquiring the distinction of being the first head of state to officially double as an international fugitive, the
president has categorically avoided stepping foot in any country that is a signatory to the ICC. Nigeria is just the
latest in a number of African invitations skipped by the Sudanese leader, despite the defiance taken by the African
Union against the arrest warrant.
Legal obligations
An international law lecturer in Nairobi, Gideon Maina, says that the AU stance to not recognize the indictment
does not change the legal obligations many African nations face.
"What complicates the African situation is that those states who have acceded to the ICC statutes are in a political
dilemma," said Maina. "The African Union has taken a position in terms of cooperation with the ICC as far as the
case of Bashir is concerned. But Nigeria, or any other country that is a state party, has an obligation under the
statute to arrest and surrender Bashir."
The president has since turned down formal invitations to travel to South Africa and Uganda, both state parties to
the international court's founding charter. In the case of South Africa, Khartoum was reportedly informed that if
Bashir actually attended South African President Jacob Zuma's inauguration, South Africa would have to arrest
him.
A senior Ugandan official similarly told the media in July that Uganda would have no choice but surrender up the
Sudanese president if he came to the country, despite having formally invited him to attend a regional conference in
Kampala. Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni reportedly called President Bashir to apologize for the official's
remarks, but the Sudanese leader avoided the Kampala conference as well.

Taking extra caution
The shunning of the AU conference this week, though, is the most serious signal yet as to the level of caution the
ICC indictment has imposed upon President Bashir. Unlike the cases out of Uganda and South Africa, reports
indicate that Nigerian authorities have been assuring the president that he would not be arrested.
There was also a strong practical reason to have the Sudanese leader present for the conference, as Sudan is the
primary focus of the meeting.
The delegates of the AU Peace and Security Council are to debate a report produced by the special AU panel, led by
former South African president Thabo Mbeki, commissioned in response to the United Nations rejection of the
African body's request that Mr. Bashir's indictment be deferred for one year.
The African Union says the arrest warrant will hinder the Darfur peace process. The Mbeki panel was tasked with
recommending an African alternative to ending the conflict.
Maina cites the example of former Liberian president Charles Taylor as one example of why the Sudanese leader is
being extra careful. Taylor was given refuge in Nigeria, but international pressure proved too much and Taylor was
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eventually kicked out. He now is undergoing trial at The Hague.
"I am just putting myself in the shoes of the advisors of Bashir," said Maina. "You do not want to take any risk."
While President Bashir's critics may welcome the isolating effect the arrest warrant has had on the leader's ability to
travel, others argue that the indictment has had so far done little to undermine his authority. Bashir remains head of
his ruling National Congress Party, and the only perceptible change in the Darfur conflict has been the retaliatory
removal of Western aid groups from the region.
Domestic support
An analyst on the ICC for the Africa-based Institute for Security Studies, Godfrey Musila, says the international
arrest warrant has not hurt Mr. Bashir at home.
"The indictment, and even the arrest warrant, does not seem to have lessened or dented his domestic support," he
said. "If anything it seems to have galvanized various sectors in Sudan behind the president."
Musila foresees a likely re-election in April that would renew President Bashir's legitimacy in the eyes of much of
the world.
In addition, he says, the escalating focus from the international community on the North-South negotiations may
force some Western countries to back off their support for the indictment.
"I do believe that at one stage those who are asking for his arrest may have to re-think their positions, or relax a
little bit," said Musila. "What is significant to note is that although there is an arrest warrant against him, not a
single foreign country - not a single one of them - has said, 'We do not recognize al-Bashir as a head of state.'"
Many analysts think that if the world wants to prevent the re-ignition of a North-South Sudanese civil war, it has
little choice but to deal with a man many consider a war criminal.

