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BBC Focus on Africa
Friday, 2 May 2009
Taylor’s Testimony Continues
LEAD-IN: Now the former Liberian President Charles Taylor, who’s been giving evidence in his own
defence at his war crimes trial in The Hague, is fast becoming a marathon. Mr. Taylor, who’s been
testifying in his defence for the last ten weeks, when the defence case began in June, the Court was told
that his evidence would last for six weeks for both direct and cross-examinations. But he’s still at it, and
as the Court adjourned for its recess, Mr. Taylor’s lawyer warned that his client’s testimony could run
until next year. The ex-Liberian president is charged with 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against
humanity for allegedly backing rebels in neighbouring Sierra Leone who terrorized civilians during that
country’s 10-year civil war. He has denied the charges. On the line to The Hague, Josephine Hazeley
asked Chief Defence lawyer Courtenay Griffiths why he thinks Mr. Taylor could be on the witness stand
into next year.
GRIFFITHS: Well that’s because we’ve got so much evidence to place before the Court. Because I don’t
know if you’re aware of this, but we’ve had in our possession a lot of very important documentation
which it was important that we put before the Court. And that has taken a lot longer than we had initially
anticipated. And also, we’ve had to deal with the mass of evidence called by the prosecution over the
course of a year, which means going through the evidence of individual witnesses so Mr. Taylor has an
opportunity to comment on it.
HAZELEY: But you know you say you have masses of evidence, but listening through in this ten week
period I have heard lots of repetition.
GRIFFITHS: Well I don’t think there has been any repetition, because it’s important that we lay the
factual foundation for what was actually going on at the time as opposed to the speculation which we say
is the basis of the Prosecution case.
HAZELEY: If Mr. Taylor alone runs into next year, when will the other Defence witnesses begin to
corroborate his evidence?
GRIFFITHS: We will begin calling evidence, other evidence, as soon as Mr. Taylor’s evidence is
concluded. So we will start in January. We anticipate that the balance of our case might well take us round
about the Easter mark or shortly thereafter.
HAZELEY: Is the simple fact not that you are dragging Mr. Taylor’s evidence simply because you
haven’t got enough witnesses to testify on his behalf. Is that not the fact of the matter?
GRIFFITHS: Nothing could be further from the truth. We’ve got a number of individuals clamouring to
be called on his behalf, because they’ve been following the case and they appreciate the lies that have
been told by the Prosecution witnesses. And as I say, justice done in haste often undermines the very
notion of justice itself.
HAZELEY: You could be wasting the Court’s time.
GRIFFITHS: No we’re not wasting the Court’s time. If anyone’s wasting the Court’s time it’s the
Prosecution who called six months worth of what I would say is worthless evidence – evidence which
they need not have called, given what the issues are in the case. No one was complaining about the
Prosecution dragging out their case, even though the main core of their case had been established by
September 2008, yet they dragged the case on for a further six months with no one complaining.
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HAZELEY: So you’re having your own back then, are you? (conflicting voices)
GRIFFITHS: No it’s not a question of getting our own back. But why weren’t you making the same
criticism at the Prosecution when they were bringing rape victims all the way from Sierra Leone when we
had told the Court from word go that we weren’t disputing that those things went on. Why were you and
the other international commentators not complaining about the Prosecution then, but as soon as the
Defence start we have this complaint. Why? Is this case only about securing a conviction, or is it about
securing justice?
HAZELEY: But you said in Court, in June, when the Defence case began, that you would take about six
weeks. That’s why people are wondering why the case is carrying on like you said yesterday for maybe
probably till next year.
GRIFFITHS: Well the simple reason is, it’s very difficult to estimate how long a particular witness will
take. And as a consequence I’m the first to admit, my initial estimation was wrong. But the fact is, I’m not
going to apologise for that.
That was chief Defence lawyer Courtenay Griffiths representing ex-Liberian leader Charles Taylor.
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Human Rights Watch
Sunday, 4 October 2009
Guinea: Free or Charge Detainees
International Commission of Inquiry Needed to Account for Abuses
(Dakar, October 4, 2009) – Guinean authorities should immediately free all those detained without charge following
the bloody crackdown on an opposition rally on September 28, 2009, or charge them with a specific criminal
offense followed by a fair trial, Human Rights Watch said today. The group also supported the call by the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to establish an international commission of inquiry into
the violence, in which an estimated 150 or more demonstrators were killed.
“The depth of impunity enjoyed by Guinea’s security forces was on full display this week,” said Corinne Dufka,
senior West Africa researcher at Human Rights Watch. “The Guinean authorities should immediately free or charge
the people who have been locked up and permit a full inquiry into the violence to root out those responsible.”
Witnesses, aid workers, and diplomats interviewed by Human Rights Watch said that the security forces continue to
hold tens of demonstrators, including opposition party members, in military camps at Alpha Yaya Diallo and
Koundara, the PM-3 Gendarme detention center, and the headquarters of the Mobile Intervention and Security
Force (Compagnie mobile d’intervention et de sécurité, CMIS). Access to these facilities is limited, and conditions
for detainees are largely unknown.
Opposition party leaders said that tens of their members, including a high-level official of one party, were still being
held in military detention. Several people told Human Rights Watch that they had to pay for the release of their
friends and family members. One man described having to “negotiate” with a soldier of the elite Red Berets to
secure the release of a close friend held in the Koundara military camp:
“We didn’t know where my friend was at first, but later a Red Beret informed us he was in
Koundara. He and I grew up together. I would do anything to get him out and they know that.
We’re in the process of negotiating with the soldier to get him out.”
Another witness described having paid policemen at the CMIS headquarters 100,000 Guinean francs (about US$20)
to release his brother.
According to credible sources, not one of those detained since the September 28 violence has been brought before
the courts, in violation of international and Guinean law. Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, which Guinea has signed and ratified, states that anyone arrested must be informed at the time of
the arrest of any charges and also must be brought promptly before the courts. Absent any charges, Guinea’s Code
of Penal Procedure, 1998, article 60, limits the time a detainee may be held before being brought before judicial
authorities to 48 hours. An extension of 48 hours – for a total of 96, or four days – is allowable only with the
intervention of a public prosecutor or investigating magistrate.
Human Rights Watch also expressed strong support for forming an international commission of inquiry into the
crackdown against the political opposition, led by the United Nations with the involvement of the African Union
and ECOWAS. On September 29, ECOWAS called for an inquiry “in collaboration with” the AU and UN to
identify the persons responsible and take necessary measures to address the situation. The Guinean authorities in
principle agreed to the commission on September 30.
“An international commission of inquiry is urgently needed to shed light on the Guinean government’s deplorable
actions this week,” Dufka said. “For an inquiry to be impartial and effective, the African Union, UN, and key
stakeholders like the EU and US should begin by throwing their full support behind it.”
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 2 October 2009
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Liberia Demand ECOWAS Meeting on Guinea
(AFP) – MONROVIA — Liberia's President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has called for "an emergency
meeting" of the Economic Community of West African States on the crisis in neighbouring Guinea,
the government said on Friday."The president has sent a letter to the ECOWAS for this sub-regional
body to convene an emergency meeting to discuss the situation in Guinea," Information Minister
Laurence Bropleh said. Guinea has been in turmoil since Monday, when troops of Captain Moussa
Dadis Camara's military junta opened fire on opposition demonstrators, killing 56 according to the
junta and more than 150 according to the United Nations and a Guinean human rights organisation.
"The president believes that we need as a regional body to get involved in Guinea because instability
in Guinea means instability in the Mano River Union, and by extension in the ECOWAS region.

Prison Overcrowding Target of New W&L Partnership in Liberia

rockbridgeweekly.com
The Washington and Lee School of Law has announced the expansion of its access to justice program
in Liberia. A new partnership with the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime, the American Bar
Association Rule of Law Initiative and the James A.A. Pierre Judicial Institute in Liberia will focus
much needed resources on Liberia's overcrowded prison system. The initiative was made possible by
a Peace building Fund grant administered by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.
W&L's Liberia Law Fellow, Law Class of 2009 graduate Ryan Decker, will work with Liberian law
students in the Judicial Scholars program at the Judicial Institute, matching them with magistrates
who are holding pretrial hearings in the prison in Monrovia as part of an initiative by the Liberian
Ministry of Justice and Supreme Court.

Sierra Leone Damns AI Report
www.africanews.com
The authorities in Sierra Leone have disputed a recent "alarming" report by the right group Amnesty
International (AI) on the country's present maternal mortality rate. The report stated that one in
every eight pregnant women in the country risk a chance of dying whiles giving birth and that six out
of the 13 districts still have no emergency Obstetrical Care facility.“What was so disturbing and far
from factual in the report is that one in eight women risk dying during pregnancy or childbirth and
this is one of the highest maternal death rates in the world” Mohamed D. Koroma Deputy Health
minister charged. Koroma told Premier News newspaper on Wednesday that the whole report was
‘erroneous’ and an attempt not only to destroy effort by his ministry but the country as a whole.
“Today in Sierra Leone every community can boast of a health center or birth attendants and there
has never any report of people being refused treatment from them.”

Guinea

Security Council Condemns Killing Of Guinea Protesters
(RTTNews) - The U.N. Security Council has condemned this week's killing and wounding of hundreds
of civilian demonstrators at an opposition rally in the Guinean capital, Conakry, where some of the
protesters were alleged to have been raped by members of the security forces. Susan Rice, U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations read out a press statement on behalf of the 15-member panel
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voicing Council members' "utmost concern" at reports that security forces killed more than 150
persons when they opened fire at the rally. The Council deplored numerous "blatant violations of
human rights, including rapes in public streets in broad daylight," as well as the arrest of opposition
party leaders, the statement said.

Cote d'Ivoire
Challenges Remain Ahead of the Much-Delayed Polls, Says Ban

Oct 01, 2009 (UN News Service/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -The two months remaining until the much-anticipated presidential polls in Cote
d'Ivoire are fraught with major obstacles, including disarmament of militias and
reintegration of former rebels, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned in a new
report made public today. These "uncompleted tasks" could "create serious risks for the elections if
they are not carefully managed, and, beyond the elections, adversely affect the
prevailing stability," Mr. Ban wrote, calling for the parties to maintain dialogue and compromise in
the run-up to the elections.

Local Media – Newspaper

Over 96 Percent Officials Refuse to Declare Assets
(The Inquirer, The News, The Informer, National Chronicle, Public Agenda)

•
•
•
•

The Executive Chairperson of the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC), Counselor
Frances Johnson Morris has accused several Government officials of refusing to declare their
assets.
Speaking at a news conference yesterday, Counselor Morris said the officials including key
members of Government refused to comply with the just ended assets, income and liability
declaration exercise organized by the Commission.
The LACC Chairperson named Chief Justice Johnnie Lewis as one of those who openly
opposed the process citing security concerns.
The exercise ended on Wednesday with only 18 officials meeting the deadline. Over 90
percent of the other officials refuse to comply with the directive.

ERU Command Centre Dedicated
(The News, The Informer)
•
•
•
•
•

A new command centre valued at US$1 million for the Emergency Response Unit (ERU) of the
Liberia National Police was dedicated today.
The American Government provided about US$ 7 million for the development of the
Emergency Response Unit.
The money covered training, cost of equipment and communication including construction of
the headquarters building.
The exercise is part of a joint effort by the American, Irish and Liberian Governments and the
UN mission to build a professional ERU force.
The ERU was formed as an armed unit capable of dealing with serious crimes including armed
robbery and hostage-taking.

“Foreign Powers” Will Not Halt President Sirleaf’s Second Term Bid
(Heritage, The Inquirer, The Informer, Analyst, New Democrat)
•
•
•

[SIC]A foreign diplomatic source in Monrovia says no ‘western power’ or country has told
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf no to seek a second term.
The source reacting to media reports said no western power has the prerogative to ask
President Sirleaf not to seek re-election.
Although President Sirleaf has not announced whether she would stand for elections in 2011,
there are reports that some western powers had asked her not to seek
re-election.

World Bank Liberia Presents Report on Social Protection
(The News, Heritage)
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•
•

•

The World Bank Thursday presented its report on Social Protection at a one-day workshop on
Protection and Promotion in Monrovia.
Speaking during the programme, the World Bank Country Manager, Dr. Ohene Owusu Nyanin
said the event aims to compliment, support and advance the government’s vision for the
Social Welfare Policy and the idea of developing a broader social Protection framework within
Liberia.
Dr. Nyanin said the report was a unique opportunity to further the agenda of social protection
in the country.

Reports Say 7,000 More Names in TRC Final Report
(The Analyst)
•
•
•
•
•

Reports from Accra, Ghana say 7,000 additional names have been added to the final version
of the Truth and reconciliation Commission (TRC) Report.
The reports say the edited document is expected to be released within two weeks in Liberia.
The TRC report, which was taken to Ghana for editing and printing, is currently being worked
on in the country by a team of TRC commissioners headed by John Stewart.
The report is also expected to name several international companies, institutions and
organizations who contributed to the fuelling of the conflict.
The reports note that the report contains names of additional names of additional persons
who will also be barred from holding public office for several years as indicated in the first
report.

Government, UNMIL to Launch “A Star is Born” 2009/2010
•
•
•

The search for Liberia’s hidden musical talent begins this weekend.
The Government in collaboration with United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) will launch
the 4th edition of “A Star is Born under 20 national Talent Hunt” at the weekend in Monrovia.
Information Minister Laurence Bropleh and UNMIL Director of Mission Support, Mr. Stephen
Leiberman and will jointly launch the event.

Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am)

LACC Says Police Inspection Exercise Marked by Abuse
• The Liberia Ant- Corruption Commission (LACC) has revealed that the Police Annual vehicle
Inspection Exercise is marked by abuse.
• The Chairperson of the LACC, Cllr. Frances Johnson-Morris told a news conference the
exercise has been used by LNP officers to exploit vehicle owners.
• Cllr. Morris said although the exercise is authorized by statue, investigation conducted at
various inspection sites proved irregularities and extortion.
• She said the LACC investigation covered the Iron Gate, Topoe Village, and Jacob Town
Depots.
ERU Command Centre Dedicated
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., and ELBC)

President Sirleaf Makes Additional Appointment in Government
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has made additional appointments in Government pending
confirmation by the Senate where applicable.
• According to an Executive Mansion release, a confidant of former President Charles Taylor and
former maritime Commissioner, Mr. Benoni Urey becomes Acting Mayor of Careysburg City.
• Others appointed are Dr. A. S. Amah, Executive Director of the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and Anthony Harmon as Acting Mayor of Pleebo City, Maryland County.
Lawmaker Want Emergency Session over Threshold bill
• Montserrado County Representative Edward Forh has called for an emergency session of the
National Legislature to consider the passage of the controversial population threshold bill.
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•
•
•

Representative Forh in an interview said it was unfortunate for both Houses to adjourn
without reaching a consensus.
He said the setting of a population threshold is critical to the successful conduct of the 2011
elections noting that time was running out for the passage of the bill.
The Montserrado Lawmaker argued that President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf does not have the
right to set a threshold without the input of the Legislature because it would be a violation of
the constitution.

Harper Prison Superintendent Says Lack of Adequate Facility Poses
“Security threat”
• The Superintendent of the Harper Central Prison in Maryland County, Major Christopher Doe
has reported the lack of food and electricity at the prison.
• He said the situation was a security threat to the inmates and correctional officers and wants
government to quickly intervene.
• Meanwhile, the UN refugee agency, UNHCR through its Harper Field Officer has presented a
consignment of non-food items to the prison.
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., and ELBC)

****
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Reuters
Friday, 2 October 2009
Kosovo jails 3 ex-fighters for war crimes

Pristina, Serbia

Three former Kosovo Albanian guerrilla fighters were sentenced on Friday to up to six years in prison for
the beating and torture of civilians during the 1998-99 war, a court statement said.
Latif Gashi, Nazif Mehmeti and Rrustem Mustafa were sentenced in 2003 to prison terms ranging from 13
to 17 years, but the Supreme Court ordered a retrial following appeals regarding the severity of the
sentences. The three were released from prison in 2005 pending retrial.
Mustafa, a member of the Kosovo parliament and high-ranking official in the ruling Democratic Party of
Kosovo, was sentenced to four years in prison by a panel of two international judges and one local judge,
the statement issued by the European Union police and justice mission in Kosovo (EULEX) said. Gashi
and Mehmeti were sentenced to six and three years in prison respectively.
Mehmeti, Gashi and Mustafa fought in the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) guerrilla force during the
1998-99 war. The United Nations ran Kosovo from 1999, when NATO bombed Serbia to halt the killing
of Albanians in a two-year Serb counter-insurgency war, until it declared independence in 2008.
The court verdict says the three men ordered and participated in the detention and torturing of victims,
mostly Kosovo Albanians, suspected of collaborating with the regime of Serbian leader Slobodan
Milosevic.
Source: REUTERS
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Reuters
Friday, 2 October 2009
Nazi camp guard trial opens in Germany next month

Berlin, Germany
Suspected death
camp guard John
Demjanjuk will go
on trial in early
November on
charges of helping
to kill 27,900 Jews
during World War
Two, a German
court said on
Friday.
The case against the
89-year-old retired
U.S. autoworker is likely to be Germany's last major Nazi-era war crimes trial.
Demjanjuk, long wanted by the Simon Wiesenthal Center which hunts Nazi war crimes suspects, was deported
from the United States in May and has been in jail near Munich ever since.
The court said it had authorised the trial to go ahead and ordered that he remain in custody until then.
"The trial will probably begin at the start of November... no date has been set," said the Munich court in a
statement.
The Wiesenthal Center says Demjanjuk pushed men, women and children into gas chambers at the Sobibor death
camp in what is now Poland.
Ukrainian-born Demjanjuk denies any role in the Holocaust and his family argues he is too frail to stand trial.
“Ivan the Terrible”
Demjanjuk says he was drafted into the Soviet army in 1941, became a German prisoner of war and served at
German prison camps until 1944. He emigrated to the United States in 1951 and became a naturalised U.S. citizen.
He was stripped of his citizenship after being accused in the 1970s of being "Ivan the Terrible", a sadistic guard at
the Treblinka death camp.
He was extradited to Israel, tried and in 1988 sentenced to death but Israel's Supreme Court overturned the
conviction based on new evidence showing another man was probably "Ivan".
Demjanjuk returned to the United States and regained his citizenship but he was again deprived of it in 2002 after
the U.S. Justice Department refiled its case against him, arguing he had worked for the Nazis as a guard at three
other death camps.
Source: REUTERS
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Special Court Supplement
SCSL 1-0 Zain Tournament Victory Over UNIPSIL
Saturday, 3 October 2009
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