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Monday, 2 November 2009

By John Kollie
Report From The Hague

NEWS ITEM
The Former Liberian President Charles Taylor has strongly rejected the testimony of his
former Deputy Special Security Service Director Vamuyan Sheriff bordering on alleged
Taylor order of arm supply across the Liberia-Sierra Leone border to the RUF.Mr. Taylor
said on the contrary, Vamuyan Sheriff was covertly involved in an illegal arms trade with
RUF forces without the knowledge of the government of Liberia.BBCWST’s John Kollie
transcribes reports from The Hague on the trial of the former Liberian leader…
Charles Taylor said a government commissioned probe established that Sheriff had long been involved in
shady arms trade with even enemy forces.
Occasionally pulling up to his shoulder the ends of his sparkling white gown while seated ,
Mr. Taylor told the court Sheriff sold arms to his brother code- named, Cobra who was overall
commander of LURD forces at the time when government troops were fighting off LURD offensive in
Lofa county. “ Varmuyan is not being truthful to this court. Varmuyan Sheriff was I think the second in
command, the most senior general and was based in Voinjama and foya during the time of the conflict, He
was aware of the fact that during disarmament they had hidden these arms, for Varmuyan to tell this court
that this is something he observed is a blatant lie and this trade is what ensued following my election as
president with his trade across the border and even in the picture that was shown with Varmuyan Sheriff
with a pick-up in blue over-all alleging that he’s being sent by me is a blatant lie, this is the type of trade
that Varmuyan Sheriff was involved in” Mr Taylor explained.
Regarding allegation of arms being brought through the Roberts International Airport, The Former
Liberian President also denied Sheriff’s claims that Sam Bockarie had gone at the Robert International
Airport to receive arm shipment from Burkinabe President Blaise Camporari.
Mr. Taylor said it was unlikely that President Camporari, who chaired the African Union at the time
would send arms to Liberia, which was under UN Security Council Arms embargo, without the courtesy
to inform him. As far as the second of this 2005 and on, Sam Bokarie was not in Liberia and could not
have been at the Air Port. You know sometimes these guys mix up these things because they are trying to
get things together. When Bokarie went to Burkina Faso to the best of my knowledge, he did not bring
arms to that republic that I know of, Mr. Taytlor continued.
Mr Taylor also faced questions about the intent of the meeting he held with Johnny Paul Koroma and his
West Side Boys in the Executive Mansion in Monrovia.
He said the Koroma-west side boys meeting was to help resolve the confusion that developed over the
failure of the Lome Peace Accord to give Johnny Paul Koroma a job in the power-sharing Government in
Sierra Leone, for which the west side boys seized UN peace keeping military personnel.
Mr. Taylor continues his direct examination Tuesday.
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Afrol News
Monday, 2 November 2009
http://www.afrol.com/articles/34593
Sierra Leone judge takes over Taylor case
Jon Kamanda, a Sierra Leonean judge, has taken over as the new President of the UN-backed war crimes
court that also presides over the case against Liberian ex-Dictator Charles Taylor. Mr Kamenda is the first
local to lead the special court.
For the first time, a Sierra Leonean is to be in charge of the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL), the
United Nations-backed tribunal looking into war crimes during the brutal Sierra Leonean civil war. The
war was supposedly co-financed and fuelled by Liberia under Mr Taylor's rule.
Justice Jon Kamanda was elected to a one-year term as the Presiding Judge of the appeals chamber, a post
which automatically makes him the SCSL's President as well, according to a press release issued today by
the court from Freetown, the capital.
Justice Emmanuel Ayoola of Nigeria was elected as Vice-President, the press release added.
Mr Kamanda succeeds Justice Renate Winter of Austria, who had served as President since May last year.
The new Court President has had an extensive legal career, having worked as a barrister, prosecutor and
judge during the past 34 years. He has also served as a government minister in Sierra Leone.
The SCSL also announced today that Claire Carlton-Hanciles, a Sierra Leonean lawyer, has been named
as the court's Principal Defender.
The Special Court is also running the case against Mr Taylor, who is charged with aiding and training
Sierra Leone's former RUF rebels, a group held responsible for the most brutal war crimes. Due to
security and insistence from the current Liberian government, the case against Mr Taylor however is
physically held in The Hague, Netherlands.
By staff writer
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UPI.Com
Monday, 2 November 2009
Sierra Leone tribunal gets new head judge
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone, Nov. 2 (UPI) -- A Sierra Leone judge is the new chief for the Special Court
for Sierra Leone tribunal sitting in the country's capital of Freetown, officials said.
Justice Jon Kamanda was elected to a one-year term as presiding judge of the appeals chamber, a post that
automatically makes him the tribunal's president as well, the United Nations said in a news release.
The war crimes tribunal, backed by the United Nations, was established to address the worst acts
committed during the long, brutal civil war in the African nation.
Justice Emmanuel Ayoola of Nigeria was elected as vice president.
Kamanda, who succeeds Renate Winter of Austria, worked as a barrister, prosecutor and judge during the
past 34 years, the United Nations said. He has also served as a government minister in Sierra Leone.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 2 November 2009
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Liberia contracts head shot dead
(BBC) Gunmen have killed Liberia's official in charge of awarding contracts to exploit the nation's
natural resources. Keith Jubah was shot repeatedly on Sunday night as he approached his house in
the Morris Farm Community, 60km (37 miles) from the capital, Monrovia. Police have not yet said
whether they believe the killing was related to Mr Jubah's position as head of the Public Procurement
and Concessions Commission. Rubber and diamonds are among the resources Liberia has in
abundance. Three years ago, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf cancelled some major concessions
including those awarded to foreign companies, saying they were unfavourable to Liberia.

Southborough school sending help to Liberia
The MetroWest Daily News
Posted Nov 02, 2009 @ 12:01 AM

SOUTHBOROUGH — .Rochester resident Joseph Deranamie, 51, said it was a simple pair of old,
worn-to-the-sole shoes that carried him far from the gunfire and the shelling in his embattled West
African homeland of Liberia. Those very shoes helped Deranamie travel all the way to Massachusetts
in February 2000. On Friday, Trottier Middle School wrapped up a two-week collection drive for items
destined for Liberia. All items are being shipped and distributed by an organization he helped start in
2005 called Mission to Liberia. "It's hard to tell exactly how much we've collected, but it's been a
success for sure," Trottier interim Principal Keith Lavoie said. The drive, spearheaded by Trottier
eighth-grade social studies teacher Liz Henry, has collected first aid items, school supplies and
toiletries for those in need.

Bridgestone Disputes Liberian Government Pollution Claims
November 02, 2009
Bridgestone Americas is disputing Liberian government claims that its Firestone rubber plantation is
causing pollution in nearby creeks. Liberia’s Environmental Protection Agency closed out a lengthy
investigation, finding high levels of orthophosphate being released into the water in creeks near the
company’s natural rubber plantation and processing enter in Monrovia.
Bridgestone Americas, which owns and operates the facility, said its own testing of discharge water
found it was not harmful to humans. Further, the company said it has its own on-site waste-water
treatment facility.

Sierra Leone
Sierra Leone Convicts Arrive to Serve Sentences in Country
Kigali, Nov 02, 2009 (The New Times/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- Eight war crimes
convicts of the United Nations Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) were expected in the country
last night to begin serving their prison sentences. The 8 who are all former Sierra Leone rebels
convicted for atrocities committed during the civil war, include Hassan Issa Sesay, a former
commander of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) who was handed 52 years by the United
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Nations-backed tribunal his colleagues Morris Kallon who was sentenced to 40 years and
Augustine Gbao who was handed 25 years. The trio who had their appeals rejected and sentences
upheld by the court last week, will serve their time alongside other convicts who include Armed
Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) leaders Alex Tamba Brima and Santigie Bobor Kanu-both
sentenced to 50 years and Civil Defence Forces (CDF) leaders Alieu Kondewa and Moinina Fofana,
who received 20 and 15 years respectively. The convicts are to be housed in the special "UN block"
of Mpanga Prison, in Nyanza District, Southern Province, for a period of time varying between ten
and fifty years.

Guinea
Guinea: Junta warns international sanctions could lead to chaos
Afrik.com- Monday 2 November - 13:39

Guinea’s military junta warned on Friday that sanctions imposed by the African Union, the European
Union and the United States could cause chaos in the country. Idrissa Cherif, a spokesman for
Captain Moussa Dadis Camara, told AFP "we take note of these sanctions." But he warned that the
international community was pushing the country into a situation «"which could degenerate." He
stressed Guinea’s geographical position and said "chaos should be avoided or we will see other
tensions in the region," as fragile countries like Liberia, Sierra Leone and Ivory Coast surround the
nation. Last week, the AU and the US joined the EU in imposing sanctions on the military junta.

DJ Guinea Opposition Leaders In Burkina Faso For Talks - Report
LONDON, Nov 02, 2009 (Dow Jones Commodities News Select via Comtex) -- Guinea's main
opposition leaders have arrived in Burkina Faso for talks over the Sept. 28 army massacre in which
more than 150 people were killed, Iranian state-controlled news agency Press TV reports no its Web
site Monday. The opposition group, the Forces Vives, is to meet Burkina Faso's President Blaise
Compaore, who is mediating a resolution to the crisis that has unfolded in Guinea, the report says.
Four of Guinea's former prime ministers--Sidya Toure, Francois Lonseny Fall, Cellou Dalein Diallo and
Lansana Kouyate--are also in Burkina Faso's capital, Ouagadougou, for the talks, which are due to
start Tuesday.

Cote d'Ivoire

Ivory Coast presidential election delayed again

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) November 02, 2009 — A long-delayed presidential election in Ivory Coast
is being pushed back again. President Laurent Gbagbo has announced that the vote set for Nov. 29
will have to be postponed because more adjustments to the electoral list are needed. The West
African country's constitutional court said in a statement Monday that an official election date will be
reset in eight days. The long-expected and much-delayed vote is meant to put a formal end to the
hostilities that ripped apart one of Africa's most affluent countries. The world's No. 1 cocoa producer
was split into a rebel-held north and a government-controlled south after an attempted coup sparked
civil war in 2002. A peace deal was signed in March 2007.

Local Media – Newspaper

Unknown Men Kill Chairman of Public Procurement Concession Commission
(Daily Observer)

•
•
•
•

Reports say the Chairman of the Public Procurement Concession Commission
Jubah is dead.
Mr. Jubah was reportedly killed by unknown gunmen late Sunday evening
Margibi County.
A relative of the deceased said Mr. Jubah had just arrived on his farm when he
body chopped several times and set ablaze.
Ms. Hawa Kwiyateh said UN Peacekeepers and another family member arrived
minutes after the incident.

(PPCC) Keith
near Kakata,
was shot, his
on the scene

•
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So far, Police authorities have not commented on Mr. Jubah’s death and there has been no
arrest.

Gunfire Ends Jailbreak at Monrovia Central Prison
(New Democrat)
•
•

[SIC] Several prisoners at the Monrovia Central Prison who attempted another jailbreak found
themselves at bay when UNMIL troops opened fire to avert the escape.
The jailbreak which was prevented by Jordanian Police assigned at the nation’s largest prison
is the fourth jailbreak at the Monrovia Central Prison since 2006.

President Sirleaf Challenges Sinoe County New Superintendent
(National Chronicle, Heritage, The Informer, Daily Observer, The Analyst)
•
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has challenged Sinoe County Superintendent Milton Teahjay to
perform his duty in line with programmes and policies of Government as spelt out in the
Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS).
President Sirleaf has also told Superintendent Teahjay that his utterances and actions must
reflect her vision as a President who is determine to reconcile and unite all Liberians.
The President made the comments over the weekend in Greenville, Sinoe County when Mr.
Teahjay was sworn as Sinoe County Superintendent.
Speaking earlier, the new Superintendent named road and youth participation in government
as his major priority.

Foreign Ministry Launches Machine Readable Passports
(The Monitor, The Analyst)
•
•
•
•
•

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs today formally launched the new machine-readable passports.
A Foreign Ministry release issued in Monrovia said the new passports will meet what it calls
the global requirements of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and will be in
use by April 2010.
According to the release, the new passports are organized in the categories of ordinary,
diplomatic, official and service.
The new Ordinary Liberian Passport will be valid for five years while the new Diplomatic and
Official Passports shall be issued for two years consistent with existing guidelines.
Service passports the release said shall be issued for one year or two years, depending on the
mission for which they are being issued.

Crowds Disrupt Senatorial Debate
(The News, New Democrat, Daily Observer)
•
•
•
•

A political debate for the Montserrado Senatorial by-election was on Saturday overwhelmed
by surging crowds forcing organizers to abruptly end the process.
The debate was organized by the International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES) in
collaboration with the Press Union of Liberia (PUL).
It brought together all ten senatorial candidates contesting the November 10 poll to fill the
vacancy created in the Senate following the death of Hannah Brent.
PUL President Peter Quaqua expressed disappointment over the incident but said the purpose
of the debate was achieved.

Liberia Shines in High-Level Indian Corruption Scam
(New Democrat)
•

Liberia is featuring in a high-level corruption case in India, where a top minister is accused of
fraudulently buying mines here worth some US$1.7 million.

•
•
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Former Jharkhand Chief minister and Lok Sabha MP, Madhu Koda is accused of purchasing
mines in Liberia in the name of his close associates worth US$1.7 million
The reports note that the report contains names of additional persons who will also be barred
from holding public office for several years as indicated in the first report.

IOM Official Calls For Vigilance In The Face Of Human Trafficking
(Daily Observer)

•
•
•
•

The head of the Liberia office of the International Organization for Migration (IOM), Mr.
Ferdinand Paredes has warned that issues of human trafficking are getting increasingly
serious.
Mr. Paredes said people have adopted different methods of trafficking under the guise of
providing them assistance.
Mr. Paredes spoke at the weekend during the end of a three-day capacity building seminar for
religious and community leaders on countering human trafficking.
For his part, Assistant Gender Minister for Planning Jerolinmek Piah described the increasing
reports of human trafficking as worrisome noting that collective efforts were needed to
successfully combat the wave of human trafficking in the country.

UN: Afghan Police, NATO Acted Slowly in Attack
(New Democrat)
•
•

[SIC] The United Nations has demanded to know why it took an hour for Afghan police and
NATO to respond to a Taliban attack on a guest house filled with UN Staff including a Liberian
woman, Yah Lydia Woyene killed in Kabul.
Afghan authorities denied they were slow to respond and a NATO spokesman said the
Afghans did not ask the international force for support.

Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am)

Unknown Men Kill Chairman of PPCC
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky F.M., and ELBC)
Foreign Ministry Launches Biometric Passports Today
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky F.M., and ELBC)
Representative Kparka Wants Emergency Session for Legislature
• A Lofa County Representative, Eugene Fallah Kparka has called for the urgent reconvening of
the Legislature to finalize the passage of the controversial population threshold bill.
• Representative Kparka said the passage of the threshold bill is crucial to the sustenance of
democracy in post-war Liberia.
• The passage of the threshold bill has been marred by controversy at the Legislature since its
introduction in 2007.
(Also reported on Truth FM, Sky F.M., and ELBC)
Surging Crowds Disrupt Senatorial Debate
“Lot of Dissatisfaction in Liberia”, says International Alert
• A reputable media development organization, International Alert says the Liberian
Government has not made fast enough progress to fully satisfy its people.
• The Secretary General of the organization, Dan Smith noticed there is a lot of dissatisfaction
in the country not so much about the peace but about the economic situation.
• Speaking at the close of a weeklong working visit to Liberia, Mr. Smith cautioned Liberians
not to see the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) report as a “political football” but a
challenge that requires an appropriate response.
• He believes the most important question now is how to handle the TRC report which has
become a matter of deep political controversy.
IOM Official says Human Trafficking In Disguise in Liberia
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(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., and ELBC)
CBL Reports Progress in Banking Sector
Government Launches New Software
• The Ministry of Finance today launched the ASYCUDA Liberia Software Pilot Project.
• A release said the project is being initiated by the Department of Revenues at the Ministry of
Finance.
• With the launch, the ASYCUDA Software System will fully automate customs processes and
improve service delivery to the public.
• The exercise is aimed at improving service delivery at the One-Stop-Shop at the Free Port of
Monrovia.
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky F.M., and ELBC)

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)

President Sirleaf Challenges Sinoe County New Superintendent
****
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Human Rights Watch
Tuesday, 3 November 2009
African civil society urges African Union member states for ICC support
By International Justice Desk

Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia
International
organizations and
African civil society
today called upon
African Union (AU)
states to use the AU's
upcoming session about
the International
Criminal Court (ICC) to
promote the court's
ability to effectively
and fairly prosecute the world's worst crimes.
The AU session on the ICC is scheduled to take place November 3 to 6 in Addis Ababa. The AU decided at its July
summit meeting that the AU Commission should convene a meeting on the ICC, inviting members that are states
parties to the court as well as those that have not joined. The stated purpose of the meeting is to prepare for the
Review Conference on the ICC, scheduled for May 2010 in Kampala.
"Governments that oppose the ICC can be expected to try to use the AU meeting to undercut the court's ability to
ensure justice for African and other victims," said Aloysius Toe of Foundation for Human Rights and Democracy in
Liberia.
At its July meeting, the AU decided that member states should not cooperate with the ICC in the arrest of President
Omar al-Bashir of Sudan, contrary to the obligations of African states that are parties to the court. The ICC issued
an arrest warrant for al-Bashir in March for alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Darfur.
"African states that are parties to the ICC need to remain steadfast to the court's fundamental principles of fairness,
independence, and impartiality," said Mohammed Ndifuna of the Human Rights Network in Uganda.
Groups across Africa - including in Botswana, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Nigeria, Liberia, Sierra
Leone, South Africa, and Uganda - have urged their governments to support a fair and effective ICC at the
November meeting.
"The ICC is not without shortcomings, but the court remains one of the most important checks against unbridled
impunity on the African continent," said Georges Kapiamba of the Association Africaine de Défense des Droits de
l'Homme in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
Civil society efforts follow a statement signed by more than 160 groups from more than 30 African countries
calling on nations that have joined the ICC to reaffirm their commitment to the court and their obligation to
cooperate with it following the AU decision that states should not cooperate in arresting al-Bashir.
"African states should stand behind the ICC as a crucial court of last resort," said Oby Nwankwo of Nigeria's Civil
Resource Development and Documentation Centre.
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The National
Sunday, 1 November 2009
http://www.thenational.ae/apps/pbcs.dll/article
War crimes without the war?
Matt Brown
Foreign Correspondent

A policeman stands over the bodies of people killed by
Guinean junta forces in Conakry. Seyllou / AFP

NAIROBI // They started out as peaceful political
protests. They turned into bloody riots that drew
international scorn.
Now, the world’s only permanent war crimes court says it is looking into whether atrocities were
committed in Kenya and Guinea, making them the first countries not at war to draw the attention of the
International Criminal Court (ICC). Some court observers, however, wonder if the ICC’s words will lead
to action.
In Guinea, it was over quickly. Thousands of demonstrators had gathered last month at a football stadium
in the steamy seaside capital of Conakry. They were protesting against a decision by the country’s
military junta leader to run for president in January.
Moussa Camara, a little-known army captain, has led the junta since last year’s death of Lansana Conté,
Guinea’s long-time dictator. His decision to run for president was an about-face of what he said when he
came to power.
“We are patriots, not hungry for power,” he said on television last Christmas. “We don’t intend to stay in
power forever.”
The protesters demanded a return to democracy. Many carried signs that said, “Army out of power”.
Soldiers, notorious for being poorly trained, moved in to quell the riot using tear gas and batons. Then
came the bullets and bayonets.
Human rights groups said 157 people died during the premeditated attack. They said women were raped
in the streets by soldiers.
Two weeks ago, The Hague-based ICC announced that it is “examining the situation” in Guinea to see
whether to bring war crimes charges against the military rulers.
“From the information we have received, from the pictures I have seen, women were abused or otherwise
brutalized on the pitch of Conakry’s stadium, apparently by men in uniform,” Fatou Bensouda, the deputy
ICC prosecutor, said in a statement. “This is appalling, unacceptable. It must never happen again. Those
responsible must be held accountable.”
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In Kenya’s case, the violence lasted much longer. After a disputed presidential election in December
2007, rival ethnic groups bludgeoned each other with sticks and hacked each other with machetes for two
months. A peace deal ended the conflict after more than 1,200 people had died.
Independent investigators found that a handful of top politicians and businessmen were involved in
organising the mobs. Last month, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, the ICC prosecutor, said his office would
prosecute the suspects that are most responsible for the violence while a special court in Kenya would
deal with lesser suspects.
“Kenya will be a world example on managing violence,” said Mr Moreno-Ocampo, who is due in Kenya
for talks next week.
Though they are a continent apart, Kenya and Guinea share some similarities. They are both stable
countries in troubled regions. Guinea, in West Africa, is bordered by Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast
and Guinea-Bissau, all of which have been at war in the past decade. Kenya, in the east, is surrounded by
Somalia, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo, which are perpetually embroiled in conflict.
The ICC’s decision to look into the cases in Kenya and Guinea demonstrates a shift in focus from wartorn regions to traditionally peaceful ones and could serve as a warning to leaders of such countries as
Zimbabwe and Myanmar, who have long enjoyed impunity from international justice.
Since it began work in 2002, the court has investigated and prosecuted crimes against humanity in four
wars: Congo, northern Uganda, Central African Republic and Sudan’s Darfur region. The ICC is also
examining the situation in Afghanistan, Colombia, Ivory Coast, Georgia and the Palestinian territories,
areas that are in or have recently been at war.
Examining a situation is different from investigating and prosecuting a case, analysts say. An ICC
announcement that it is looking into Kenya’s and Guinea’s situation does not meanthat it will take action.
“I don’t know what ‘looking into’ means,” said Lisa Clifford, who follows the ICC for the Institute for
War and Peace Reporting, an international media development organisation. “I wonder how serious they
are.”
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Agence France Presse
Monday, 2 November 2009
Lebanese judge named for Hariri case
The Hague - A special court set up to try the suspected killers of Lebanese ex-prime minister Rafiq Hariri
on Sunday named a prominent Lebanese judge as its first deputy-prosecutor.
Joyce Tabet, described by the court as having led "a long and distinguished career", took up the position
in the Special Tribunal for Lebanon.
She "has assumed her functions as deputy-prosecutor of the tribunal effective November 1, 2009", the
court said in a statement.
The judge will provide assistance to the tribunal's prosecutor Daniel Bellemare, who is Canadian, added
the statement.
She is the first person to hold this post since the tribunal was set up by a UN resolution in 2007, her
spokesperson Radhia Achouri told reporters.
Continues Below ↓
Tabet "has a long and distinguished career in the Lebanese justice system where she served under
different and various capacities since 1979", the court said.
Tabet will work in the court's office in Beirut.
The tribunal was set up to investigate the assassination of Hariri, killed in a massive bomb blast on the
Beirut seafront in February 2005.
Hariri's murder was widely blamed on Syria but Damascus has denied any involvement. A UN
commission has found evidence that Syrian and Lebanese intelligence services were linked to the killing. Sapa-AFP

