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CharlesTaylorTrial.org (The Hague)
Friday, 6 November 2009
Liberia: Taylor Accuses Britain Of Transporting Arms To Sierra Leone; Says He Had No Links
With Al Qaeda
Alpha Sesay
Charles Taylor today accused Britain of transporting arms to Sierra Leone in violation of a United Nations
arms embargo on the country, and of using him as a scapegoat by falsely accusing him of responsibility
for the flow of arms into the country. Mr. Taylor also denied widespread press and investigative reports
that the terrorist group, Al Qaeda, traded diamonds with Sierra Leonean rebels under his supervision in
Liberia.
In his testimony today, the accused former Liberian president told the judges that when the Armed Forces
Revolutionary Council (AFRC) overthrew the elected government of Sierra Leone in 1997, the country's
ousted president, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, engaged a British mercenary group, Sandline, to dislodge the
illegal AFRC junta regime from the country's capital Freetown. He explained that the arrangement was
facilitated by then British High Commissioner to Sierra Leone Peter Penfold, whom he said already had
links with Sandline prior to his assignment to Sierra Leone in March 1997. Sandline, Mr. Taylor said,
provided training and arms for Sierra Leonean civil militia, the Kamajors, as well as Economic
Community of West African States Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) peacekeepers. Mr. Taylor said that the
British navel ship HMS Conway was also in the high seas supplying arms and ammunition to forces loyal
to President Kabbah. According to Mr. Taylor, the British — who had drafted a United Nations resolution
imposing an arms embargo on Sierra Leone — were the ones violating the sanctions.
"The British government was breaking the United Nations resolution," Mr. Taylor alleged.
According to Mr. Taylor, when it became clear that the British were the ones violating the UN sanctions
on Sierra Leone, they decided to use him as a scapegoat, alleging that he was the one supplying arms to
rebel forces in his neighboring country.
"The explanation as to how arms are flowing into Sierra Leone is that they are coming from Liberia. They
will bring in these arms and build this lie that arms are coming from Liberia," he said.
"They were aware but they put the blame on Taylor and I say to the world that how can I supply arms to
Sierra Leone when I do not have arms in Liberia?" the former president asked.
Mr. Taylor further alleged that Sandline also had an association with another company which had
diamond interest in Sierra Leone, an interest he said that Sandline was keen to protect.
"One of the companies associated with Sandline had diamond interest in Sierra Leone. Sandline is
protecting that interest," he said.
The accused former president reiterated a familiar position that these allegations are part of a conspiracy
theory to destroy him.
"All of this is an orchestration for my destruction," he maintained.
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Mr. Taylor also made attempts to discredit international press reports that he was involved in a diamond
trade with Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels. Referring to a June 2000 Washington
Post and an August 2000 Wall Street Journal reports which both accused him of being involved in a
diamond trade with the RUF, Mr. Taylor told the judges today that these were "deliberate attempts to
spread disinformation to destroy me."
Also in his testimony today, Mr. Taylor discussed in detail a report by a Washington Post reporter
Douglas Farah, which linked him with the terrorist group Al Qaeda. The report, published in October
2003 and titled "The Role of Conflict Diamonds in Failed States" alleged that Al Qaeda operatives made
regular visits to Liberia during which they purchased diamonds from Sierra Leone's RUF rebels.
According to the report, Ibrahim Bah, an alleged agent of Mr. Taylor, had close ties with an Islamic
fundamentalist group in Afghanistan.
The report further alleged that armed guards associated with Mr. Taylor escorted Al Qaeda operatives into
Liberia to purchase conflict diamonds. Mr. Taylor denied the contents of the report, saying that if he had
any knowledge that Ibrahim Bah was involved in such actions, he would not have entered Liberia.
"Bah would not have stayed in Liberia if we had known," he said. The former president told the judges
that "there are no armed guards escorting Al Qaeda into Liberia."
Mr. Taylor also refuted contents of the Mr. Farah's report which alleged that by the end of 2001, Al Qaeda
dispatched two operatives to Liberia offering to buy all diamonds the RUF could produce.
"That is so not true," Mr. Taylor told the judges.
Mr. Taylor explained that when these allegations were made, his government cooperated with the United
States authorities. After a thorough investigation, it was revealed that there were no Al Qaeda operatives
in Liberia, he said. He explained that by the time Mr. Farah wrote his report in October 2003, "the matter
was already properly investigated and dismissed."
Mr. Taylor further challenged the contents of a report by Belgian Federal Criminal Investigators, which
alleged that Al Qaeda had a relationship with RUF rebels in Sierra Leone, through Liberia, under Mr.
Taylor's supervision.
"It is totally untrue. The report does not contain any factual evidence of the conclusion reached in that
statement," Mr. Taylor responded.
Mr. Taylor said he was not aware of any meetings between RUF and Al Qaeda operatives in the Hotel
Boulevard in Monrovia, as alleged in the Belgian report.
Dismissing the report, Mr. Taylor told the judges that "this gives all the signs of a well orchestrated set of
lies. How can professional people behave like this? This is a very amateurish report here destined to
destroy people."
Mr. Taylor is responding to allegations that he provided support to RUF rebels in Sierra Leone through
the supply of arms and ammunition in return for the country's diamonds. Mr. Taylor has denied the
allegations against him and he is testifying as a witness in his own defense.
Mr. Taylor's testimony continues on Monday.
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Star Radio
Friday, 6 November 2009
“National disservice” JPC on handling of TRC final report
By Moses Wenyou
The Executive Director of the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission has termed as a National
disservice, government’s approach toward the TRC Final Report.
According to Cllr. Augustine Toe, the entire report is being disregarded simply based on two cardinal
recommendations that are part of over thirty others.
He named the recommendations as prosecution and lustration or political ban for thirty years.
Cllr. Toe said huge financial and human resources were committed to the TRC process for over two years
to facilitate the work of the commission.
He said the TRC process that was embraced from the beginning has now become a subject of criticism
because of disagreement people have with the two recommendations.
Cllr. Toe said policy makers and warlords who are campaigning against the report are basing their
argument mainly on what he called politics of fear.
He said those policy makers and warlords insist that if the two recommendations are implemented
"Liberia will return to war."
Cllr. Toe spoke Wednesday at the University of Pennsylvania Law School in Philadelphia, USA at a panel
discussion on the TRC report.
The Forum was sponsored by the International Human Rights Advocates-student group at the University
of Pennsylvania Law School.
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Agence France Presse
Thursday, 6 November 2009
I'm victim of 'intelligence plot', Taylor tells war crimes trial

THE HAGUE — Liberia's former president Charles Taylor on Thursday blamed an "intelligence plot"
involving the British government for the fact that he is standing trial for war crimes charges in The Hague.
"Everything that is being played out for your honours in this case is all based on an intelligence plot with
key players, senior officials in governments and intelligence agencies," he told judges of the Special Court
for Sierra Leone.
"This is a careful orchestration for my destruction."
Taylor claimed it was organisations like private military company Sandline, not him, that brought arms
into Liberia's neighbour Sierra Leone, where he is accused of having fuelled war by arming the rebel
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) in exchange for so-called "blood diamonds".
"It is Sandline with the ... knowledge and/or acquiescence of the British government, of senior ministers,
that would bring in these arms and build this lie that the only way the arms are getting into Sierra Leone is
because they are coming from the Charles Taylor government," he said.
"This whole thing that the British say they didn't know: it was not possible for them not to have known.
Their ambassador (was) meeting Sandline's people all day.
"They are aware and to hide that fact they put the blame on Taylor."
The warlord, 61, has been on trial since January 2008 on 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against
humanity stemming from the brutal 1991-2001 civil war in neighbouring Sierra Leone.
The RUF is blamed for the mutilation of thousands of civilians who had their hands and arms severed in
one of the most brutal wars in modern history, which claimed some 120,000 lives.
Taylor took the stand in his own defence on July 14, dismissing as "lies" charges of murder, rape,
conscripting child soldiers, enslavement and pillaging against him.
He has been on trial since January 2008. His cross-examination is expected to start next week.
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide
Friday, 6 November 2009
ICC: Congo's Bemba trial set for April
By Thijs Bouwknegt

The Hague,
Netherlands
The Hague,
Netherlands

The war crimes trial of former Congolese rebel and vice-President Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo will start
next April, the International Criminal Court (ICC) announced on Thursday.
Bemba, the defeated contender in Democratic Republic of Congo's 2006 presidential election, is accused
by the ICC of leading Congolese rebels who waged a campaign of rape and torture in Central African
Republic in 2002-2003.
Announcing his trial date of 27 April 2010, the ICC said in a statement that Bemba is charged with two
crimes against humanity, involving murder and rape, and three war crimes, which involve pillaging as
well as murder and rape.
Bemba, whose 2006 election defeat by Joseph Kabila turned him into Congo's most prominent opposition
figure, fled into exile in 2007 saying he feared for his life.
He was arrested by Belgian authorities in May 2008 and was transferred to the ICC in July of that year.
He is currently awaiting his trial in The Hague.
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Kenya Broadcasting Corporation
Friday, 6 November 2009
Mudavadi cautions against meeting
By:Simon Achola/kna
Deputy Prime Minister and Local Government Minister Musalia Mudavadi has dismissed calls by various
stakeholders for the International Criminal Court (ICC) Chief Prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo to meet victims of
the post election polls during his current short visit.
Mudavadi says Ocampo can only meet the victims and perpetrators of the post poll chaos once the prosecution
process has commenced.
He says the proposed meetings are likely to jeopardize the outcome of Ocampo's investigations.
Speaking when he officially opened the Kitale ASK Show, Mudavadi said the enactment of a new constitution was
the only way to protect fundamental human rights of all Kenyans.
He urged politicians to shun situations that could trigger tensions that fueled the post election skirmishes.
Meanwhile, Justice and Constitutional affairs minister Mutula Kilonzo has come to the defence of the government
over its position not to refer the post election cases to The Hague, instead opting for the international Criminal
Court prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo to request the trial chambers at The Hague to commence investigations in
December.
Addressing the press in his office Thursday evening, Mutula said referring the cases to the ICC will greatly
affect the realization of the reform agenda since most senior government officials vital to such reforms might be
extradited.
He however reiterated his stand that he prefers that the Imanyara's bill be strengthened to meet the international
standards so that the suspects are tried through a local tribunal.
Elsewhere, German ambassador to Kenya Margit Hellwigg-Boette says the ultimate decision on where perpetrators
of the post election violence should be tried lies with the Kenyan people.
Ms Helwigg-Boette told the press in Nakuru that peaceful elections in 2012 could only be ensured if the culture of
impunity is dealt with once and for all.
She noted that peaceful elections would be pegged on reforms within the country's electoral systems adding that
there was an important need to hasten the process.
She expressed concern that time was running out fast and appealed to the government to hasten the reform process
to ensure that adequate reforms are enforced before the next general elections.
The ambassador encouraged the formation of a local tribunal to allow ownership by the Kenyan people noting that
the involvement of the international prosecutor Louis Ocampo would ensure that the process meets international
standards.

