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ReliefWeb
Monday, 14 December 2009
Departing Committee Chairpersons brief Security Council fellow members on work of subsidiary
bodies over past two years
Viet Nam's representative briefed on the work of the Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution
1132 (1997) concerning Sierra Leone.
As the meeting concluded, the Council President thanked the outgoing Committee Chairs for their work over the
past two years.
The meeting began at 10:15 a.m. and ended at 11:03 a.m.
Background
The Security Council met this morning to hear briefings from the outgoing Chairmen of the Council's subsidiary
bodies.
Briefings
LE LUONG MINH (Viet Nam), briefing on the work of the Security Council Committee established pursuant to
resolution 1132 (1997) concerning Sierra Leone, said that, since the resolution's adoption, the country had achieved
tangible progress on peace consolidation, socio-economic reconstruction and international reintegration, as well as
in the fight against corruption, among other things. Despite the still-fragile security situation, which required
sustained attention, the parties remained committed to a cessation of all acts of political violence and to consensus
on important national policies.
He said cooperation between Sierra Leone and the United Nations country team, the Peacebuilding Commission
and other development partners had been further strengthened within the framework of the United Nations
Peacebuilding Strategy for Sierra Leone and the Joint Vision of the United Nations Family for Sierra Leone.
However, the country was facing the emerging threats of piracy, drug trafficking and illegal trade in natural
resources, in addition to uncontrolled migration to urban centres and other adverse effects of the global financial
downturn. The Committee's work had, therefore, evolved and was now confined to tasks relating to the embargo on
the export of weapons to non-State actors and the travel ban imposed on the six individuals still included on the
Committee's list, he said.
Although there had been no violations of the sanctions regime during the period 2008-2009, he continued, there had
been a number of notifications of arms exports to Sierra Leone. The Committee had exempted from travel
restrictions the travel of any witnesses whose presence was required at the Special Court for Sierra Leone. In June
2008, 24 individuals had been removed from the list of individuals affected by travel restrictions. Although the
Committee had held no meetings in 2009, he said, it continued to maintain positive cooperation with the Special
Court and had issued the waiver for the travel ban against five former members of the Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) so they could serve their sentences in Rwanda.
In conclusion, he said Sierra Leone was now at a critical juncture of post-conflict peacebuilding, with many
challenges ahead. However, the spirit of targeted sanctions should be fully preserved in order to avoid adverse
impacts on civilian livelihoods. All sanctions regimes should be reviewed and ultimately lifted once the underlying
reasons for their imposition were no longer valid. The Council might wish to initiate that process after the trial of
Charles Taylor.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 14 December 2009
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

British High Court rules Liberia must pay a 30-year-old debt to two
“vulture funds”
On Global Trends, December 14, 2009 ---The British High Court has ruled that Liberia, one of the
poorest countries in the world, must pay a 30-year-old debt now amounting to £12 million ($20
million) to two “vulture funds”. Liberia had claimed that repayment of the debt would be a violation
of the Highly Indebted Poor Countries Initiative. The HIPCI, set up in 1996, is a financial mechanism
implemented by the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) which ostensibly
manages the external debt burdens of heavily indebted poor countries (HIPCs). To qualify as an
HIPC and receive debt reductions and low-interest loans, impoverished countries had to agree to the
opening up of their economies to the world market. They were obliged to privatize nationalized
industries and public services, to remove subsidies and trade tariffs, increase taxes, and reduce
public sector workers and wages. These measures inevitably had a detrimental effect on the poor.
The emergence of “vulture funds”—so called because they scavenge on rapidly weakening companies
or nations—demonstrates the real character of such debt-relief schemes. “Vulture funds” are private
equity and hedge funds that buy the debt of a poor country at a steep discount and then drag them
through the courts.

Ansar Burney Trust lobbying for release of 6 Pakistanis falsely
charged with terrorism in Liberia
Dec 14, 2009 (MENA News from Al-Bawaba via COMTEX) -- The Ansar Burney Trust International
has established contact with the Liberian Government and is providing legal assistance and help to
six Pakistani nationals arrested on false terrorism charges and expects their release from Monrovia
Prison of Liberia within the coming weeks. The Pakistani nationals, Ali Hasnain son of Sheikh
Mukhtar, Naqash Ahmed son of Nabi Ahmad, Mohammad Adil, Zuhair Ahmed, Shuja Haider and
Adnan Azhar, were arrested in September 2009 when they attempted to travel from Liberia to
Germany on forged American passports. However, the six men were instead falsely accused of
terrorism when the authorities discovered they were Pakistani nationals and Muslims. The Chairman
of the Ansar Burney Trust International and United Nations Expert Advisor on human rights, Mr.
Ansar Burney was contacted by the families of these Pakistanis, later Ansar Burney Trust
immediately contacted the Liberian Government to withdraw the false charges of terrorism and
deport these 6 Pakistanis back to Pakistan.

UN Envoy Hails Contributions of Peacekeeping Mission Personnel
Dec 14, 2009 (UN News Service/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- The top United Nations
envoy to Liberia today praised the tireless efforts by uniformed and civilian personnel serving the
world body's peacekeeping operation in the West African country at an award ceremony in the
capital Monrovia. In honour of their contributions to stabilizing the security situation in Liberia, which
is recovering from a brutal 14-year civil war, the Secretary-General's Special Representative Ellen
Margrethe Loj presented peacekeeping medals to 56 military observers and 28 staff members -
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representing 29 countries - deployed in the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL). Ms. Loj thanked the
military observers for "keeping your eyes and ears open along the borders, as well as internally."

Guinea
Region to Intervene Militarily in Guinea?
Dec 14, 2009 (allAfrica.com/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- The international community
appears to be laying the ground for a West African military intervention to prevent Guinea from
sliding into war and destabilizing surrounding nations. At the end of a meeting of the International
Contact Group on Guinea in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso on Sunday, the group issued a communiqué
repeating an earlier call on the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to establish
what it called "an international observation and security mission composed of civilians and the
military to help provide security for the population and ensure the protection of institutions and key
figures" in Guinea. The communiqué was issued against the backdrop of an appeal by the president
of the ECOWAS Commission, Dr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas, at the beginning of the meeting for the
"preventative deployment" of a force to protect civilians and provide humanitarian aid.

Ethnic tensions simmer in crisis-struck Guinea
Source: Reuters World Service Date: December 14, 2009 - An assassination bid aimed at the first
Guinean leader from the minority Guerze tribe has raised concerns that ethnic and regional divisions
in the country could deepen. Junta leader Captain Moussa Dadis Camara is in a hospital in Morocco
after rogue soldiers attacked him and fled last week. "I am worried that if Camara comes back and
he chooses to blame other ethnicities for supporting the attack, it could cause trouble," said Conakry
resident Mohamed Lamine Soumah. Guinea is the world's biggest supplier of aluminum ore bauxite
and is seen as a lynchpin of stability in a region still recovering from three civil wars this decade. The
country, which won independence from France in 1958, is dominated by the Malinke, Peul and
Sousou ethnicities, but has more than a dozen smaller groups, including the Guerze from the
forested "forestier" region in the southeast.

Cote d'Ivoire

UBA shuts down in Ivory Coast
AfricaNews 14 December 2009…One of Africa's fastest growing banks, the United Bank for Africa
(UBA) has been shut down in the Ivory Coast by a district court for failing to pay guaranteed debts.
UBA visibly ran into trouble when one of its clients whom it issued a bank guarantee ran into big
debts, closed his company and is now being prosecuted by his creditors. The client in question, Ozias
Alavo Adjovi, is a Beninois and owner of Trava Capital, an investment company. Adjovi, who owed
his creditors 1.5 billion CFA ($2.8million), got a guarantee of payment from UBA, in order to
continue to float his business while servicing his debt in installments. Reports say Adjovi did not
honour the terms of payment, which led his creditors to drag his guarantor, UBA, to court.UBA Ivory
Coast deputy CEO, William Liby said a two-month negotiation between his bank and Adjovi’s
creditors failed hence the court action came into force, Ivorian newspaper L’Inter reported.

Local Media – Newspaper

President Sirleaf Welcomes TRC Report
(Public Agenda, The Informer, Daily Observer, The Analyst National Chronicle, Liberian Express The
Inquirer, Heritage, New Vision, The Monitor)
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has welcomed the final edited report of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) saying the Commission has accomplished a great job.
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•
•

•

President Sirleaf said a process was underway to formulate the right strategy for
implementing the report.
In a release, the President said the strategy will take into account that national reconciliation,
peace, and harmony were the cornerstone of any vibrant society. However, observers say the
President has stop short of saying how it relates to the work of the Independent National
Human Rights Commission (INHRC).
Under the TRC mandate, the INHRC is charged with the responsibility to implement the
recommendations contained in the TRC Final Consolidated Report.

Government Rubbishes Media Report Says No Plan to Subvert Guinea
(Heritage, Public Agenda, Daily Observer, National Chronicle, The Analyst)
•
•
•
•

Justice Minister, Christina Tah has rubbished recent report published in The Plain Truth
newspaper that Government is supplying arms and ammunitions to Guinean dissidents.
Speaking at a news conference last Friday, Cllr. Tah said the report was intended to create
problems for both Liberians residing in Guinea and the Liberian government.
She indicated that already state security headed by the national security agency has invited
the Publisher of the Newspaper to help provide government with more information on the
smuggling of arms to neighboring Guinea.
At the same time, the Ministry of National Defense has also described as fabrication the story
published by the local daily saying Liberia’s territory will never be used for subversive
activities.

UN Envoy Gives Military Observers, Staff Officers UN Medals, Calls for Creative Solution To
Tackle Remaining Challenges
(Public Agenda, The Informer, National Chronicle, Liberian Express, New Vision, The Monitor)
•
•
•

•

UN Envoy Ellen Margrethe Løj has described as “unique” the tireless contributions being made
to the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) by Military Observers (MILOBS) and Staff Officers in
preserving peace and stability the country.
Ms. Løj made the remarks when she awarded UN peacekeeping medals to 56 MILOBS and 28
Staff Officers from 29 countries.
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) said in spite of the challenges of
troops’ reduction during the drawdown there was a need for the mission to keep a close
watch on developments in Guinea and other neighboring states as well as the 2011 elections
in the country.
She said the challenges will require employing creative solutions due to the diminishing
amount of resources at the mission’s disposal.

Government “Arrest” Manager of Local Printing House
(The Monitor)
•
•
•
•
•
•

[SIC] There are reports that the manager of a local printing press, Mr. Michael Makinde has
been arrested by the National Security Agency
According to the reports, Mr. Makinde of the SEMARCO printing press was arrested in
connection with the printing of the controversial Plain Truth newspaper.
Last week, the local daily reported that the Government was supplying arms to Guinean
Dissidents as alleged by the Military Junta.
Government has since dismissed the story and summon the Publisher of the newspaper.
The report said the Manager of SEMARCO was reportedly arrested last Friday and has since
been in detention.
The Security Agency is yet to comment on the arrest of the Manager of the Printing Press.

Liberia, Sierra Leone Initiate Economic and Technical Cooperation Programme
(The Informer, National Chronicle, Daily Observer, The Inquirer, The Monitor)
•

The Ministries of Finance of Liberia and Sierra Leone have initiated an economic and technical
cooperation programme.
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•
•
•

The two countries are expected to share experiences on how the programme operates in
terms of budget formulation and expenditure.
They are also expected to share understanding of the overall financial reform processes
taking place in both countries.
A four-man high powered delegation of the Financial Economic Management Mission of the
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development of Sierra Leone is in the country to begin the
first phase of the technical cooperation.

MCC Cleans Up “People’s Building”, But Occupants Point Accusing Fingers
(Public Agenda, National Chronicle, The Inquirer, Liberian Journal, The Analyst, The Independent)
• The Monrovia City Corporation(MCC) and its sanitation team headed by Acting Monrovia
Mayor, Mary Broh last Friday removed a huge pile of garbage from the popular “People’s
Building” on Benson Street.
• Mayor Broh and her team carried out the vigorous exercise which involved removing dirt from
the building which is densely populated and located in the city centre.
• This is not the first time that the Mayor has led a team to the building to carry out a major
clean–up exercise of the building.
• But the anti-impunity campaign group, the Movement Forum for the Establishment of a War
Crimes Court in Liberia, has strongly condemn the clean-up exercise saying it amounts to an
attack on the building.
• In a release, the group said state security under the command of Mayor Mary Broh
burglarized private homes under the guise of launching a clean-up campaign.
• Meanwhile, the group has called for the dismissal of the mayor for what the group called the
unprovoked attack on Peoples Building.

Foreign Service Officer Diplomatic Status Removed For Malfeasance
(The Monitor, The Informer, New Vision)
•
•
•
•

The diplomatic status of the former Charge d’Affaires at the Embassy of Liberia, Tokyo,
Japan, Mr. Adam S. Bility, has been removed owing to his involvement in malfeasance.
The former Foreign Service Officer since his recalled close to a year ago has refused to
return.
As a result, the case of Mr. Bility has since been turned over to the Ministry of Justice, who in
turn has alerted Interpol, while the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan is assisting for his
deportation.
In a statement, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mrs. Olubanke King-Akerele said the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs has embarked on several vigorous measures aimed at achieving
transparency and accountability.

Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am)

President Sirleaf Welcomes TRC Report
Government “Arrest” Manager of Local Printing House
Detained Pakistanis Beg Liberian Authorities
• Five of six Pakistanis in detention in Monrovia for illegally entering Liberia say they want
government to release them.
• The men said they are peaceful people who did not enter Liberia illegally.
• In an interview, the group’s spokesman only identified as Mohammed told said he came to
Liberia through the help of an Immigration officer identified as Michael Sheriff and said his
colleagues entered Liberia through similar means.
• When arrested in August, Government first accused the men of terrorism, but later charged
them with illegal entry and human trafficking.
• Nine Liberians have been indicted in connection, for facilitation and harboring illegal entrants.
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Liberia, Sierra Leone Initiate Economic and Technical Cooperation Programme
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Education Ministry Pleads with Media
• The Education Ministry has called on media institutions to promote the ten years Education
Sector Plan of Liberia.
• Deputy Education Minister James Roberts believes the plan will work if the media got actively
involved in promoting it.
• Mr. Roberts however said the full implementation of the Education Sector Plan would depend
largely on the financial support saying although donors’ contributions are essential, the
Deputy Minister said government needed to take the lead to ensure the successful
implementation of the plan.
• He spoke at the weekend during a luncheon of the Education Sector Plan of Liberia in
Monrovia.
****
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Daily Observer (Liberia)
Monday, 14 December 2009
Ghadaffi, Compaore Named External Actors in Liberian Conflict

(L-r) Libyan leader, Col. Muammar Gaddafi, and Blaise Compaore, former president of
Burkina Faso have both been named as major players on the side of dissent in the Liberian
civil conflict. In TRC Final Report
By: Observer Staff
MONROVIA – Several international players in the decade-long Liberian armed conflict have been
identified by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC).
In its final report, the TRC indicated that the Liberian war was complicated by regional politics,
personal connections and insecurity.
It quoted former U.S. Assistant Secretary for African Affairs, Herman Cohen, who some months ago
testified before the Commission in the US, as saying, “We knew that these guerilla fighters had been
trained in Libya and that their arms had come from Burkina Faso, and they were getting full support
from Côte d'Ivoire.”
For example, in the first civil war, Taylor’s forces secured experts from Libya and Burkina Faso to
embed land mines in Liberia. Côte d’Ivoire served as a transit route for equipment and personnel
sent from Burkina Faso and Libya. Gaddafi loaned Taylor planes for use by the arms dealers with
whom the former warlord dealt, the report added.
Côte d’Ivoire
The TRC’s final report indicated that the backing of Côte d’Ivoire was politically, personally,
geographically and financially important to Charles Taylor.
“Côte d'Ivoire’s combination of geographical convenience and unstable government provided Taylor
the platform he needed to eventually gain power in Liberia,” it reads.
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The late president Felix Houphouet-Boigny of Côte d’Ivoire was, at the time, one of the principal
regional supporters of Taylor’s military campaign in Liberia.
The report said Côte d’Ivoire was geographically strategic in allowing Taylor to establish his base,
given that its “corridor … provided convenient, regular passage for truckloads of arms and
ammunitions destined for Taylor’s rebel forces.”
“Its border with Liberia allowed the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) to recruit fighters along
the Ivorian frontier in preparation for its attack on Liberia. Côte d’Ivoire’s political leverage was also
a significant factor in Taylor’s war efforts.”
At the time of Taylor’s campaign, Côte d’Ivoire was France’s most prominent ally in West Africa.
Arguably, this international recognition, along with Côte d’Ivoire’s political connections and
diplomatic facilities, was one of the most important benefits to Taylor.
One possible factor affecting the onset and duration of Liberia’s war was the French influence in the
region. France’s wariness of Nigeria’s rise as a regional power led to chilly relations between the two
states, the report indicated.
“As a result, France had discouraged its former colonies, such as Burkina Faso and Côte d'Ivoire,
from engaging in any peace agreements which would have raised Nigerian influence in the region,”
TRC further reported.
The Ivorian government, the report pointed out, also provided Taylor and his rebels with other
material goods and services, including cantonment, “military intelligence, transportation facilities,
safe haven for retreating rebels, and medical assistance for wounded rebels.”
It also played a role in Liberia’s diamond and arms trade. Côte d’Ivoire facilitated the smuggling of
diamonds from Liberia, as well as weapons shipments into Liberia. Taylor’s financial backers also
used Abidjan as a venue to convene and cut their deals on arms, communication resources and
training.
Furthermore, the TRC final report added, Côte d’Ivoire provided protection to Taylor’s relatives, who
resided there.
After Houphouet-Boigny’s death in 1993, Taylor maintained close relationships with both successors,
Henri Konan Bedie and Robert Gueï. Those connections, the report maintains, enabled him to
continue the arms transfers and other activities. When Gueï was ousted from the presidency after
the 2000 elections, the alliance shifted toward plotting a coup against Ivorian President, Laurent
Gbagbo.
The TRC further indicated that Taylor opposed Gbagbo and sought to destabilize the Côte d’Ivoire,
whose government had developed relationships with and recruited combatants from Liberians United
For Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD).
“Also, Taylor purportedly wanted to establish a base in Côte d’Ivoire should he need to leave Liberia;
gain control over Ivorian seaports that were vital to Liberia’s timber exports; and establish an armed
line of defense to stop LURD and MODEL incursions into Liberia. Thus, Taylor supported two rebel
groups, the Popular Movement of the Ivorian Great West (MPIGO) and the Movement for Justice and
Peace (MJP), which launched an offensive on Danané from Liberia on November 28, 2002,” TRC
pointed out.
The final report added that while the Liberian government denied any involvement, Danané residents
reported that Liberian security, Anti-terrorist Unity (ATU) or former NPFL fighters, constituted 90
percent of the rebels.
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Burkina Faso
The report pointed out that Burkina Faso played a supporting role to Taylor and the NPFL, and that
its president, Blaise Compaore, was a significant figure in the events leading up to Taylor’s armed
rebellion.
“It is likely that at least part of the motivation for Burkinabe support for Taylor was personal.
Accounts suggest that Compaore ordered [the assassination of] former Burkinabe President, Thomas
Sankara… and that Taylor, who arrived in Burkina Faso at approximately the time of President
Sankara’s assassination in October 1987, was involved in the murder. Compaore was also married to
Ivorian President, Houphouet-Boigny’s daughter, the widow of Adolphus Tolbert,” said the TRC.
Given the strong relationship between Compaore and Houphouet-Boigny and their shared hostility
toward former Liberian president, Samuel Doe, it is believed that Houphouet-Boigny persuaded
Compaore to support Taylor’s efforts to overthrow Doe as revenge for Tolbert’s murder.
Compaore continued his support for Taylor despite international pressure and the humanitarian
disaster that ensued in Liberia: “He kept going because he had an investment in Charles Taylor, and
he wanted absolutely for Charles Taylor to win, and he did not trust the West African forces because
he opposed the operation.”
Perhaps one of Compaore’s most significant acts was his introduction of Taylor to the Libyan leader,
Col. Muammar Gaddafi. It was Compaore who convinced Gaddafi that Taylor possessed the military
and diplomatic credentials necessary to overthrow the Doe government.
Burkina Faso also helped facilitate arms transfers to Taylor by serving as a transfer site for weapons
en route to Liberia.
Despite assurances he would stop supplying arms to Taylor, Compaore continued his support for
Taylor. Burkinabe banks also harbored diverted funds for Taylor, who had at least two Burkinabe
bank accounts under the name of Jean Pierre Somé.
Burkina Faso also served as a recruiting ground for the NPFL’s ranks, the report added.
A generation of young Burkinabe men was alienated during the country’s economic crisis in the mid
1980s, and it was largely these disaffected youth who traveled to the NPFL training camps in Libya
and Burkina Faso. In fact, Taylor’s 1989 invasion involved not only Gio and Mano combatants, but
also Burkinabe soldiers, according to the Commission.
Statement givers confirmed the belief that Burkina Faso’s support enabled Taylor to train his
soldiers.
Libya
The TRC asserted that while the full extent of Libya’s involvement in the Liberian conflict may never
be known, NGOs and other scholars have documented Libya’s role in facilitating the Liberian civil war
– particularly through the actions of its leader, Gaddafi.
A portion of the resources and training that fueled the war is believed to have been supplied by
Libya. When Doe took power in 1980, Libya was the first to recognize the new regime and readily
acted to foster diplomacy between the two states.
In addition to the diplomatic ties with the Doe regime, Libyans had also established a business
presence in Liberia during the 1980s, owning the Pan-African Plaza office block and Union Glass
Factory.
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The relationship cooled as Doe accepted more and more American support – including a purported
$10 million in cash on condition that Doe would cancel a scheduled visit to Libya. Liberia’s diplomatic
overtures toward Israel further abated relations between Liberia and Libya, which led to the
expulsion of Libyan diplomats and Libya’s severance of ties with Liberia.
In 1985, however, as his relationship with the U.S. began to sour, Doe re-initiated dialogue with
Libya and paid the country a visit in 1988. Even with reestablished ties and warmer relations with
the Doe government in the mid- to late 1980s, Gaddafi pursued other avenues of influence in Liberia
and acted to support Liberian dissidents.
Moses Blah, who served as Charles Taylor’s Vice President, testified that Gaddafi’s Libyan
government ran training camps, which taught fighters how to use AK-47 assault rifles and surfaceto-air-missiles. In response to Doe’s involvement with the United States, Gaddafi directed Libyan
agents to begin recruiting, arming and funding Liberian dissidents throughout the region, including
Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Guinea and Ghana.
It has been reported that “several hundred Liberians were trained in Libya at least three different
terrorist camps.” Those who trained in Libya included, inter alia, former Ministers, Dr. H. Boima
Fahnbulleh and Samuel Dokie; Prince Johnson; and Benjamin Yeaten, future head of Taylor’s Special
Security Service, the TRC final report added.
Perhaps the most important figure to be trained in Libya was Charles Taylor, who was reportedly
trained in one of Libya’s camps at Mathaba in 1985.
Following Taylor’s release from a Ghanaian jail, he began traveling between a new home in the
capital of Burkina Faso, paid for by Libyan funds, and Tripoli. The al-Mathabh al Thauriya al-Alamiya
(“World Revolutionary Headquarters”) was an operation set up by the Libyan secret service to
provide training on counter-insurgency warfare. Thus, when the Libyan government chose to support
the NPFL, Taylor suddenly had access to a foreign government with the finances to support a large
scale insurgency.
Taylor was reportedly personally encouraged by Gaddafi to recruit fighters in preparation for the
December 1989 assault against Doe.
Libya furnished the NPFL leader with a cache of weaponry and millions of dollars to support his
insurgency. The relationship between Gaddafi and Taylor apparently continued through Taylor’s
presidency. After his inauguration, President Taylor made several trips to Libya for talks with
Gaddafi.
Even in the closing days of his presidency, Taylor received support from Libya, reportedly flying to
Libya to obtain weaponry in 2003. Just prior to Taylor’s departure from Liberia in 2003, Nigerian
peacekeepers controlling the airport confiscated a shipment of weapons, believed to have come from
Libya.
1Copyright Liberian Observer - All Rights Reserved. This article cannot be re-published without the
expressed, written consent of the Liberian Observer. Please contact us for more information or to
request publishing permission.
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BBC Online
Monday, 14 December 2009
Rwanda jails journalist Valerie Bemeriki for genocide

A Rwandan journalist who encouraged
Hutus to slaughter Tutsis during the 1994
genocide has been jailed for life.
During her trial Valerie Bemeriki admitted
to inciting violence.
Some 800,000 people were killed in

Rwanda's genocide
In one broadcast attributed to her she told
her listeners: "Do not kill those cockroaches with a bullet - cut them to pieces
with a machete."

She was one of the most prominent voices of Radio Mille Collines - a station
which became notorious for its encouragement of the slaughter.
The station was launched in 1993, backed by relatives of Hutu President Juvenal
Habyarimana - whose death in a plane crash helped to trigger the genocide.
Two senior executives of Radio Milles Collines have previously been sentenced
to long jail terms by the UN's Rwanda tribunal, based in Arusha, Tanzania.
About 800,000 ethnic Tutsis and moderate Hutus were slaughtered in 100 days
in Rwanda.
A local court convicted Bemeriki of planning genocide, inciting Hutus, and
complicity in several murders.
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The Examiner
Tuesday, 15 December 2009
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion
Sen. Sam Brownback: Genocide has no nuance
By: Sen. Sam Brownback
OpEd Contributor
December 15, 2009 Answering questions before a congressional panel last week, President Obama's
special envoy for Sudan, Maj. Gen. Scott Gration, conceded that the United States government's new
Sudan policy included direct negotiations with Sudanese officials complicit in an ongoing genocide.
This simple, apparent, yet profound admission should alarm anyone concerned about our ability to deter
future genocides. Sudan is the test case of the United States declaring genocide in progress; how we react
and with whom we negotiate in Sudan will shape how -- and how effectively -- we confront the world's
worst human rights abusers, for decades to come.
It is worth stressing that there is only one instance in the history of the United States when our
government acknowledged and declared the existence of an ongoing genocide. That place is Sudan, and
the genocide, declared in 2004, continues under our watch.
In fact, under the reign of President Omar al-Bashir, the Khartoum government has committed two
genocides, in the south and in the west. Sudan has also become a haven for al Qaeda and other terrorist
organizations, while the regime provides support for Joseph Kony's Lord's Resistance Army, the most
horrific terrorist group in Central Africa today.
In March, the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for Bashir on five counts of crimes
against humanity and two counts of war crimes. His government responded by expelling more than a
dozen humanitarian groups from Darfur, seizing their assets and threatening lifesaving operations in
Darfur.
Our nation provided leadership in the past in capturing Radovan Karadzic (the "Butcher of Bosnia") and
Liberia's warlord-turned-leader Charles Taylor. One might think that such a unique and tragic designation
for Sudan would have triggered a massive effort not only to bring an end to the genocide, but also to bring
justice to the perpetrators.
Our nation provided leadership in the past in capturing Radovan Karadzic (the "Butcher of Bosnia") and
Liberia's warlord-turned-leader Charles Taylor. One might think that such a unique and tragic designation
for Sudan would have triggered a massive effort not only to bring an end to the genocide, but also to bring
justice to the perpetrators.
Indeed, at one point, the tragedy of the Sudanese genocide did stir this country. I recall mass rallies to
save Darfur headlined by Hollywood celebrities, countless student initiatives at universities across the
country, and successful efforts to divest at the state and local level.
The previous administration's response to the genocide, while significant in some respects, fell short of its
promise, as I and many others noted often in the halls of Congress. Strong on rhetoric but short on
implementation, our last Sudan policy only set forth the foundation for where we needed to go.
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But now the Obama administration moves Sudan policy in a new direction. We have learned that the U.S.
government has dangled a package of incentives to the perpetrators of genocide, to the indicted war
criminal Bashir.
In effect, the new policy is to allow the genocidal regime in Khartoum to trade away some political and
territorial concessions in exchange for measures, such as diplomatic recognition and the easing of
sanctions, which flaunt the fundamental principles of justice and accountability.
Our government is trying to apply nuance to genocide, an approach that would be comical were it not so
reprehensible. We cannot trade justice for peace. The ends do not justify the means.
When the U.S. made its declaration five years ago, many asked what would happen to the perpetrators.
Now we watch as such despicable criminals obtain entry visas into the United States and receive
assurances of diplomatic incentives down the road if only they provide some modicum of cooperation.
Somewhere else in the world, the next repressive dictator is considering waging a campaign of genocide,
deciding whether the risk of ultimate accountability is worth the inhumane reward. Unfortunately, it is not
hard to see how our new policy will tip this scale.
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Reuters
Tuesday, 15 December 2009
British court issued arrest warrant for Livni

London, United Kingdom
London, United Kingdom
A British court issued an arrest
warrant for former Israeli
foreign minister Tzipi Livni on
war crimes charges but
withdrew it on finding she had
cancelled a planned trip to
Britain, the Guardian newspaper reported.
Westminster magistrates court issued the warrant at the request of lawyers acting for Palestinian victims
of fighting in Gaza earlier this year, the paper said in an article published online on Monday.
The warrant was later dropped after it was realised that Livni - who had been due to address a meeting in
London last weekend - was not in Britain.
War crimes
Human rights groups and UN investigators accuse Israel of war crimes in the Gaza Strip during a 22-day
offensive against Hamas-led Islamist militants in which Palestinians say more than 900 civilians died, a
figure Israel disputes.
Livni, who is head of the opposition Kadima Party, played a key role in launching the offensive.
The Foreign Office told Reuters it was "looking urgently at the implications of this case."
Pleas for justice
"The UK is determined to do all it can to promote peace in the Middle East and to be a strategic partner of
Israel," a spokeswoman said. "To do this, Israel's leaders need to be able to come to the UK for talks with
the British government."
The justice ministry said it would not comment on individual cases and the interior ministry also declined
to comment.
In September pro-Palestinian groups failed to persuade a London court to issue an arrest warrant for
Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak, whom they also accuse of war crimes.
The court said Barak, who attended the ruling Labour party's annual conference and met Prime Minister
Gordon Brown, had diplomatic immunity.
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The East African (Kenya)
Monday, 14 December 2009
East Africa: East Africa Court to Try Rights-Abuse Cases
Francis Ayieko
Nairobi — The East African Court of Justice could soon prosecute cases of human rights abuse and
impunity in the East African Community following a resolution by chief justices, top judges of the region
and the EAC Secretariat to push for the expansion of the Court's jurisdiction.
At the Second Annual Meeting of the EAC Chief Justices in Nairobi, the judges asked the Council of
Ministers to initiate the process of empowering the existing regional and national mechanisms to handle
impunity in the region.
The Court, which is one of the key organs of the EAC, has been confined to interpretation and application
of the Treaty for the establishment of the Community.
In the final report of the meeting, the jurists and the Secretariat said the starting point for the Council of
Ministers -- the Community's decision-making organ -- would be to establish an ad hoc committee to
study and recommend ways to expand the Court's jurisdiction as well as give it teeth.
"We think we need our own mechanisms to deal with impunity," Beatrice Kiraso, the EAC deputy
secretary-general in charge of political federation, told journalists after the meeting.
"We wouldn't need the services of the International Criminal Court," she said, adding that there is a lot of
goodwill on the part of the EAC partner states in terms of extending the Court's mandate. "We are hopeful
it will work."

