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Premier News
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Concord Times
Tuesday, 26 January 2010
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The Spectator
Tuesday, 26 January 2010
Charles Taylor Did Not Have Knowledge of Rebel Commander’s Public Calls to Kill Sierra
Leoneans, Nor He Did Send Fighters to Destabilize Ivory Coast
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Standard Times
Tuesday, 26 January 2010
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Monday, 25 January. 2010
John Kollie
NEWS ITEM

The former Liberian president Charles Taylor has denied allegations that his former
NPFL fighters targeted certain ethnic groups during the Liberian conflict. At his trial in
The Hague, Mr. Taylor tries to present his NPFL as a well disciplined organisation. But
the prosecution accused his fighters of using women as sex slaves during the conflict. John
Kollie has this transcription from The Hague for the BBC World Service Trust…
Even when Charles Taylor denied allegations that his NPFL rebel group did not commit massacre in
Liberia, the lead prosecution lawyer Brenda Hollis asked Mr Taylor whether, as leader of the group he
was aware of the atrocities committed by the NPFL rebels in Liberia.
Brenda Hollis, accused Mr. Taylor's NPFL fighters of mainly targeting the Krahn and the Mandingo
ethnic groups in Liberia.
Ms. Hollis said the NPFL murdered over 30 civilians in Kakata, 45 kilometers North East of the Liberian
capital, Monrovia and that one of the commanders ate the hearts of five of the victims. But Taylor said
this never happened.
The prosecutor also questioned Charles Taylor about the Liberian Truth and Reconciliation Commission
report which accused Mr. Taylor's NPFL fighters of raping, looting, recruiting child soldiers and use
women as sex slaves during the Liberian conflict.
But Mr. Taylor challenged the credibility of the TRC report. According to him the report is full of errors
and has been criticised by many Liberians. Mr. Taylor's lead defence council Courtenay Griffiths also
objected to the use of the TRC report in the cross examination of Taylor. According to Mr. Griffiths the
prosecution should not use the report because they failed to disclose it to the defence.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 25 January 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

AU Appoints Fayomi As Special Representative to Liberia
Jan 25, 2010 (Daily Trust/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- The Chairperson of the African Union
Commission has appointed a senior Nigerian diplomat, Ambassador Akin O. Fayomi, as the Special
Representative to Liberia. A statement signed by foreign ministry Assistant Director Press, Tony
Onyekwere said the new role of, Ambassador Fayomi would include interface with the top echelon of the
Liberian Government and would also, as the African Union's top Envoy, liaise and interact with the
United Nations Mission in Liberia, the ECOWAS Mission, the European Union Mission as well as
ambassadors of other countries accredited to Liberia. "His appointment is also, recognition of the role
Nigeria has played and still continue to play in the West Africa sub-region and in particular in the
Liberian crisis which culminated in the democracy that the country enjoys today. With the appointment,
Nigeria will also continue to be in the forefront of the concerted efforts led by the African Union to put
Liberia on a firm footing politically, economically and socially.

Prosecutors Say Charles Taylor Waged A War In Liberia Not To Free
The Liberian People But To Capture Political Power
CharlesTaylorTrial.org (The Hague) 25 January 2010
Prosecutors today told former Liberian president Charles Taylor that he waged a civil war in Liberia not
because he wanted to free the Liberian people but because he was desperate to capture political power.
Mr. Taylor dismissed this claim. In his direct-examination, Mr. Taylor had testified before that court that
the controversial elections of 1985 in which the then Liberian president, Samuel Doe, had cheated his
political rival Jackson Doe of victory had been a major contributor to the conflict in the country. Mr.
Taylor said that his National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebel group had aimed to oust Master
Sergeant Doe and get Jackson Doe to power. In his cross-examination today, lead prosecutor, aiming to
impeach Mr. Taylor’s credibility as a witness suggested that Mr. Taylor had just used Jackson Doe’s
name as a public relations stunt and that his aim was to capture power himself. The former Liberian
president disagreed.

International Clips on West Africa
Sierra Leone
Tax on High-Value Diamonds to Boost Revenues and Stimulate
National Economic Growth
NEW YORK, NY--(Marketwire - January 25, 2010) - Dolat Ventures Inc. (OTCBB: DOLV) announced
today that its subsidiary Dove Diamonds & Mining reported that there has been a rise in tax imposed
by Sierra Leone on high-value diamond exports. The tax has been raised from 6.5 percent to 15
percent, on diamonds valued $500,000 and above. The imposition was put into effect as of
December 28, 2009. Mr. Dovid Hauck, Chief Executive Officer of Dove Diamonds & Mining Inc.,
stated, "In addition to the new Mining laws, implementation of this new tax may allow for increased
government social spending and reinforces that Sierra Leone is beginning to value its critical
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development in bringing in foreign investment to the country. We see substantial more investment
into Sierra Leone in 2010." The country's parliament recently passed a new minerals law through
which the government hopes to boost revenues as a means of stimulating national economic growth.
Under the new law, which still needs to be signed by the President of Sierra Leone, diamond
royalties will rise from 5 percent to 6.5 percent and gold royalties will increase from 4 percent to 5
percent, according to the Wall Street Journal.

Cote D’Ivoire
Judge rules on compensation for Ivorians
January 25 2010

Abidjan, Ivory Coast - An appeals court in Abidjan has ordered a British law firm representing 30 000
victims of toxic waste to transfer the compensation they received to the account of a man who heads
a victim's association. The court of appeals ruled that London-based Leigh Day & Company must
immediately transfer the roughly $50 000 to a victim's association account controlled by Claude
Gouhourou. The money was paid by oil-trading company Trafigura Beheer BV in Amsterdam
following the 2006 dumping of toxic waste around Abidjan in a settlement in which Trafigura denied
responsibility. Leigh Day & Company said it will fight the transfer of money to Gouhourou's account,
alleging that if he controls the disbursement the victims are not likely to see a penny.
Sapa-AP

Local Media – Newspaper

President Sirleaf Delivers Annual Message
(The Independent, Monitor, Daily Observer, The Inquirer, New Republic, In-profile and Public
Agenda)
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf today delivered her 5th “Annual Message” to the joint session
of the National Legislature on the state of the nation.
Article 58 of the Constitution mandates the President to address the Legislature on the fourth
working Monday in January each year.
The President’s message touched on the progress, prospects and challenges in the overall
development agenda of Government which have been captured in the “Lift Liberia” Poverty
Reduction Strategy-a three-year medium strategy which spells out Government’s overall
vision for sustainable growth and development.

Japanese Government Provides Grant Assistance
(The Inquirer)
•
•
•

The Japanese government has provided a grant to Liberia totalling over US$71, 000 through
a local NGO to be used for the construction of wells and latrines in 12 communities in Grand
Cape Mount County.
The Japanese and the Liberian governments signed the grant agreement that will financially
empower De Foundation for All Ages Liberia Incorporated for the construction of the hand
wells and latrines, to be used by the people in that western Liberian county.
Residents of Garwula District in Grand Cape Mount County are expected to be the chief
beneficiaries of the gesture.

UN Police Chief Cautions against Bribe-Taking
(New Democrat)
•
•

The UN Police Commissioner in Liberia (UNPOL), Guatam Sawang has warned police officers
not to use their uniforms to solicit bribes or as an extortion tool.
Speaking at the graduation ceremony of 100 new police officers at the weekend, the UNPOL
Chief said bribe-taking undermines the security of the state.
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•
•

Meanwhile, police in the country say they have fulfilled the “requirement” and want to
participate in peacekeeping missions across the world.
The call by the police comes at a time there are reports of fragile security and low manpower
to respond to crimes.

Executive Mansion Says Reshuffle Will Go Ahead
(The Inquirer)
•
•

Despite doubts in some quarters that President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf would relax her decision
not to carry out any reshuffle in her government, the Executive Mansion says the process
would still go ahead but it will require some time.
Addressing journalists on the issue, Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Wleh Badio said the
President still intends to effect a change in her cabinet but that consultation is taking place
between the President and officials of her government.

NORDIC Parliamentary Delegation Ends Visit To Liberia
(The Monitor)
•
•
•
•
•

Parliamentarians from Denmark and Norway have ended an assessment visit to Liberia
expressing satisfaction over the country’s progress.
A senior member of the delegation Marion Peterson said she was satisfied to see ordinary
Liberians benefiting from assistance provided by partners.
The parliamentarians at a courtesy visit with President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf assured that they
would push for more support for Liberia when they return home.
In response, President Sirleaf thanked the delegation for the visit and welcomed the renewed
partnership between Liberia and NORDIC countries, which comprises Norway, Sweden and
Denmark.
President Sirleaf said Liberia’s main focus now is to improve natural resources investment to
address the issue of unemployment.

Defendants in Angel Togba Murder Case To Testify Today
(The Punch)
•
•
•
•

The Angel Togba murder trial resumed today at the Criminal Court “B” following
postponement by Judge Blamo Dixon after prosecution ended the production of witnesses.
But reports say the delay was probably based on a defense request for time to get its
witnesses ready.
Defendants Hans Williams and Mardea Paykue could testify if they don’t waive testimony,
according to the reports.
The state, supporting its case, produced ten witnesses; most of whom claimed the 13-yearold died from strangulation.

Four Student Leaders ‘Missing’…ULSU Discloses
(Daily Observer and The Monitor)
•
•
•
•
•

[SIC] Days after the arrest of several student leaders by the Liberia National Police in
Monrovia, the University of Liberia Student Union says four student leaders have gone
missing.
ULSU named those whose whereabouts are not known as Emmanuel S, Tyler, Peterson
Fayiah, McPherson Johnson and Nathan Jargo all of the University of Liberia.
Police Spokesman George Bardue when contacted could not confirm nor deny the claim
saying the case was in court.
It can be recalled that a riot broke out when misunderstanding ensued between members of
the Liberian National Student Union (LINSU) and the University of Liberia Student Union
(ULSU) on the one hand and the Federation of Liberian Youth (FLY) on the other hand.
The disagreement started after the two student groups contended that FLY had denied them
accreditation to its national congress as stakeholders.
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•
•

But FLY clarified that LINSU and ULSU did not meet the deadline for accreditation.
Meanwhile, ULSU has declared the recent congress of the Federation of Liberian Youths (FLY)
as “null and void” and called on the Ministry of Youth and Sports to conduct investigation into
the crisis to ensure an inclusive and transparent process.

Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am)
President Sirleaf Delivers Annual Message Today
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)

Government Increases Support To Police
• Finance Minister Augustine Ngafuan says government would continue to increase support to
the Liberia National Police (LNP) amidst difficult economic realities.
• Minister Ngafuan said budgetary support to the LNP has grown from US$3.9 million in 2006 to
US$8.2 million in the current budget.
• The Finance Minister speaking Friday during the graduation ceremony of Class 35 of the
restructured LNP said the increase in the police budget is due to the gradual draw down of
support to the police by government’s partners.
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Defendants in Angel Togba Murder Case To Testify Today
US Embassy Launches 2010 Spelling Bee
• The Public Diplomacy Section of the US Embassy has launched this year’s Liberia National
Spelling Bee Competition in Gbarnga, Bong County.
• Launching the competition, the Public Affairs Officer of the US Embassy Ms. Dehab Ghebreab
called on school authorities to get involved in the process.
• Ms. Ghebreab said the competition which starts at the school level can not achieve its goal
without the involvement of the school authorities.
• This year’s edition of the programme is being carried out in collaboration with Essence
Communications of Ghana and the Education Ministry.
• The 2009 winner of the competition, Sandra Tamba will travel to the United States in May to
participate in the Scripps National Spelling Bee programme in Washington, DC.
• The National Spelling Bee is held annually for students in fifth and six grades to perfect the
art of spelling and increase their knowledge of the English Language.
NORDIC Parliamentary Delegation Ends Visit To Liberia
Rotary International Gives Key Medical Equipment To JJ Dossen In Harper
• The Rotary Club International District 9100 in Harper has donated an Ultra Scanning Machine
to the Maryland County Health Team.
• The machine is to be used at the JJ Dossen Hospital for accurate diagnosis in ante-natal care.
• The club’s president, Mr. George Kingsley, said the Mulheim District 1870 of the Rotary Club
International in Germany made the donation.
• The Community Health Director of Maryland County, Cyrus Sneh thanked the Rotary Club
International for the gesture.
• Meanwhile, the 11th Pakistani Battalion of UNMIL through its medical team has offered to
provide professional training for the use of the machine.
****
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Open Democracy
Tuesday, 26 January 2010
justiceinitiative.org
The International Criminal Court: Justice and Politics
In its short life, the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague has indicted fourteen persons,
launched two trials, and provoked controversy across the globe. Kofi Annan hailed the court’s birth in
2002 as “a great victory for justice and for world order.” Muammar al-Qaddafi, Libya’s president and
chair of the African Union, branded the arrest-warrant issued to his Sudanese counterpart Omar al-Bashir
an act of “first-world terrorism.” John Bolton, before he became United States ambassador to the United
Nations, famously called the ICC “a product of fuzzy-minded romanticism that is not just naive, but
dangerous.”
Much unease about the court boils down to one issue: how should its prosecutor decide, among thousands
of crimes and perpetrators within his jurisdiction, which ones to charge? Prosecutorial discretion is a
common method of triage in overcrowded legal systems. But it is unusually contentious at the ICC, given
the epic scale of the crimes at issue (including genocide and crimes against humanity), and the court’s
limited capacity (three courtrooms and no police force) to address them.
In order to make the court more than a pawn of the United Nations Security Council yet forestall “rogue”
prosecutions, its governing statute grants the prosecutor substantial freedom to pursue cases on his own
initiative, but subjects him to judicial review. As indictments have been issued against rebel leaders in the
Congo and Uganda and government figures in Sudan, complaints have grown that, notwithstanding this
careful balance, the court is targeting Africa or currying favour with individual states.
Much of this criticism represents the predictable reaction of those who have never reconciled themselves
to the idea of legal accountability for mass murder. As such, it simply confirms that the court is doing its
job. But other disenchanted voices - among civil society and victim communities especially - merit a
response.
It is regrettable then, if understandable, that a number of court officials and NGO allies have thought it
sufficient to proclaim that the role of the prosecutor is to “apply the law. Nothing more. Nothing less.”
Such formulations may sound principled and appealing, but they ring hollow to anyone familiar with the
way courts function in practice. For the law and its institutions can never be entirely divorced from their
surrounding environment.
The ICC’s first trial—of a former warlord in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Thomas
Lubanga—can illustrate the point. The friends of the court have been at pains to explain why a case
arising from a war in which millions were killed and countless numbers raped should focus on the
(comparatively) narrow matter of child-soldiers. Why not acknowledge that both the target and the nature
of the indictment were convenient, even attractive, not only because conscripting child-soldiers is a
heinous act worthy of sanction, but also because Lubanga was already in detention in the DRC, thus
enabling the ICC to secure custody over its first defendant.
To take another example, inadequate attention historically accorded to crimes against women and children
means that it would be appropriate for the prosecutor to highlight them in his charging strategy and case
selection, as does an ongoing prosecution of widespread rape and related sexual violence in the Central
African Republic.
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It is essential to be guided by “the law” and “the evidence”. But in many situations doing so may not
sufficiently narrow the range of possible charges or perpetrators. The prosecutor may have to consider
other factors as well in deciding how to proceed. These might include the need to demonstrate the court’s
viability (for example, by charging at a level or in a manner that prevents states from simply ignoring the
court’s orders); its efficacy (by charging persons who may readily be apprehended); its efficiency (by
limiting the number of charges, and thereby the length of trials); or its independence (in appropriate
circumstances, by charging officials of governments which have referred situations to the court).
It would be wise and valuable in itself for the International Criminal Court to take such issues into account
at this stage of its evolution. But it would also be of great practical benefit at a time when the ICC’s very
existence remains under challenge. More broadly, it would help the court and its underlying mission
overcome the atmosphere of polarised discussion that still surrounds it, which does little to educate and
inform.
If the ICC is eventually to command sustained public support, there must be an effort to move beyond
platitudes in explaining the nuanced nature of the prosecutor’s discretion: grounded in law and evidence,
but of necessity considering issues of institutional strategy and policy while refraining from partisanship
or bias.
The court’s president, Judge Sang-Hyun Song, has rightly called the ICC “a judicial institution operating
in a political world.” That’s no easy feat even in the best of circumstances. Speaking with greater candour
about the prosecutor’s role is one way we all can help.

