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The Washington Post
Monday, 15 February 2010
Liberia's Charles Taylor, now facing trial, was no stranger to Washington
By Colum Lynch, Washington Post Staff Writer
UNITED NATIONS -- Charles Taylor, the former Liberian warlord and president on trial in The Hague
on war crimes charges, saw the value of purchasing a good reputation in Washington.
International prosecutors say that even as Taylor terrorized West Africa in the 1990s in pursuit of power
and control over the region's diamonds, gold and other natural resources, he spent millions to recruit a
group of Democratic and Republican lobbyists to burnish his image abroad and secure access to powerful
American politicians, including presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush.
Those efforts -- estimated at a cost of at least $2.6 million and involving top former state department
officials, businessmen and a pastor -- ultimately failed to undo his rogue status in the West or to keep him
in power.
But with the support of several influential lobbyists, he was able to routinely make his case to top U.S.
policymakers. One lobbyist, Lester Hyman, organized a meeting between Taylor's wife, Jewel Howard
Taylor, and Hillary Rodham Clinton, then the first lady, to discuss micro-enterprise in Africa. Hyman also
sought to arrange a meeting for Taylor and President Bill Clinton along the sidelines of a U.N. General
Assembly meeting, but Taylor ultimately declined to travel to New York. Hyman also met directly
Madeleine K. Albright, then secretary of state, in a bid to have Taylor's criminal record cleared on charges
related to his escape from a Massachusetts prison in the mid-1980s.
Hyman and several other lobbyists who defended Taylor in the United States said they were motivated
primarily by humanitarian or religious concerns, not by greed or profit. "Money was never the factor. It
was a great loss for me and for the firm," said Hyman, whose former company, Swidler & Berlin,
received about $630,000 from Liberia from September 1997 to April 1999, according to the prosecution.
"I was never representing Charles Taylor. I was representing the 3 million citizens of the country. They
were the ones who were really suffering. I was trying to see if I could resolve some of the problems
between the United States and the Liberian government."
But Hyman, who was awarded a concession to oversee Liberia's shipping registry, and the others also had
significant economic interests in the region. The conservative evangelical preacher Pat Robertson received
a 1999 concession to run a gold-mining exploration in southeastern Liberia.
Robertson, meanwhile, offered to approach top Bush administration officials on Taylor's behalf, Taylor
told prosecutors. Frustrated that the United States would not do anything to prevent Taylor's fall from
power, Robertson lashed out at Bush in 2003, accusing him of "undermining a Christian, Baptist president
to bring in Muslim rebels to take over the country."
A spokesman for Robertson, Chris Roslan, acknowledged that Robertson was awarded the gold
concession by the Liberian government but said there was no "quid pro quo" to provide Liberia with
political favors in return.
U.N.-backed prosecutors have charged Taylor with 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity
for lending support to the brutal Sierra Leonean rebel movement, the Revolutionary United Front, which
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allegedly killed and maimed thousands of civilians during the country's civil war in the late 1990s. The
prosecution maintains that Taylor armed the RUF in exchange for access to Sierra Leone's diamond
mines. Taylor has denied the charges.
But Taylor believed his public relations strategy in Washington was bearing fruit. He credited Hyman
with exploiting his contacts in the State Department to persuade Massachusetts authorities to expunge his
criminal record after his escape from prison in Plymouth. "I'm sure State had something to do with it,"
Taylor said.
Hyman said he personally urged Albright to clear Taylor's record after he'd won Liberia's presidential
elections. But he said she refused. "Madeleine Albright's position was that this is a matter that has to be
resolved by the commonwealth of Massachusetts," he said. "The most Madeleine would say was that [the
State Department] would abide by whatever decision the district attorney there made."
Albright, who is traveling in Russia, was not available to comment, according to a spokeswoman.
Taylor said he found other assistance in Washington, too. He said that Gen. Robert Yerks, an unpaid
advocate with business interests in Liberia, had helped build support for his government from influential
policymakers.
"Yes. The general as a friend of Liberia did secure some favorable actions on the part of the United States
government or its representatives," Taylor said in testimony earlier this month.
Yerks served as an informal political adviser for Taylor. In a February 1999 letter, Yerks urged Taylor to
improve his relations with Washington by continuing a "high-profile" effort to broker a peace deal in
Liberia.
He also counseled him to destroy a cache of unusable weapons as a "magnanimous gesture" to
Washington and to resolve an outstanding dispute with the U.S. oil company Mobil, whose headquarters
was ransacked during civil unrest involving Taylor's fighters in 1996.
Yerks also boasted to Taylor about his contacts with senior State Department officials, including Susan E.
Rice, then assistant secretary of state. Several months later, Rice sent Yerks a personal letter commending
Taylor's peace efforts and urging him to encourage the RUF's leader, Foday Sankoh, to implement a
recent peace agreement.
She also noted that Liberia stood to receive greater international assistance if Taylor carried out a series of
reforms recommended by the International Monetary Fund aimed at eliminating government monopolies.
"Protecting the business interests of foreign investors will go a long way to improve Liberia's image
abroad," Rice wrote. "We are pleased that Liberia has friends who can help guide it in the right direction."
U.S. officials said that Yerks exerted no influence over Rice. "The letter from then-Assistant Secretary
Rice was a statement of U.S. policy at that time, which was to press Liberia to join other key regional
players in bolstering a fragile, weeks-old peace accord that halted the conflict in Sierra Leone, which had
lasted many years and taken tens of thousands of lives," said Rice's spokesman, Mark Kornblau.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
12 February 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Liberia boosts private enterprise
- BBC News
Liberia has launched a corporate responsibility forum to help rebuild the war-shattered nation. The
public private partnership said "sustainable and responsible business practices" should aid
development. "We want to rebuild the entrepreneurial class in the country," Joseph Mathews, chief
of Arcelor Mittal Liberia, told BBC News in an exclusive interview. The steel giant is investing $1.5bn
(£1bn) in the resource-rich country, partly to rebuild infrastructure. "We have to build up the mine,
the railway and the port," he said. Iron ore shipments from Liberia should start next year and over
time the country's iron ore export industry should be able to turn out between 20 and 40 million
tonnes per year, Mr Matthews predicted. During the 1970s and 1980s, the sector accounted for
about a third of Liberia's economy, he estimated. But in recent years, rubber exports to the US and
some European nations has accounted for almost all its exports.

International Clips on West Africa

Sierra Leone
Babies die during power outage

(February 12 2010 www.iol.co.za)
Freetown - Four babies on oxygen-support died on Thursday when a hospital generator ran out of
fuel during a power outage in Sierra Leone, according to a nurse, prompting an outcry over
negligence. When the power cut, "the generator subsequently ran short of fuel and the four infants
died seconds after each other", a nurse at the Princess Christian Maternity Hospital in the capital,
who asked not to be named, told reporters. Morlai Kanu, the father of one of the children, said: "I
am devastated over the incident which I think borders on negligence of the staff." Health ministry
officials said they were "studying the development" but would not be drawn on whether an official
inquiry into the incident would be made.

Cote d'lvoire
Cote d'lvoire crisis parties meet facilitator for way out

ABIDJAN, Feb. 12 (Xinhua) -- Burkina Faso President Blaise Compaore, the facilitator in Cote d'Ivoire
crisis, on Thursday met with the main political actors in the capital Ouagadougou to help mediate a
way out from the voter list dispute, which has threatened the electoral calendar. Only weeks ahead
of the presidential elections set for late February and early March, the presidential camp declared the
discovery of fraud in voter registration, saying some names had been wrongly put on the list in favor
of the ex-rebel New Forces (FN). The camp held the Independent Electoral Commission (CEI)
responsible for the finding, demanding the resignation of its chief. On Thursday, officials of the
opposition Assembly of Houphouetists for Democracy and Peace (RHDP) met with Compaore to
inform him of "our side of the story, our understanding of the situation and we have informed him of
the major obstacles that have bedevilled the electoral process." The statement was made by
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Alphonse Djedje Mady, the head of the opposition delegation, who represented the RHDP and the
Democratic Party of Cote d'lvoire (PDCI).

Local Media – Newspaper

AFL To Join Regional Force …Government Honors ECOWAS Commission Head
(The Inquirer, The Informer, In Profile Daily, National Chronicle, The News)

•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

The President of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Commission, Dr.
Mohamed Ibn Chambas Thursday disclosed that the new Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL) will
have a mission in helping to maintain regional and international peace through peacekeeping
mission.
Dr. Chambas who served as the Keynote Speaker for the occasion marking the 53rd
Anniversary of the AFL pointed out that the new AFL bears glowing testimony to the
imperative of the Security Sector Reform (SSR) in post-conflict environments with the key
objectives of recreating or right-sizing the security forces, which represent the diversity of the
country and imbued with professionalism, discipline and esprit de corps and re-establishing
civilian democratic control.
Dr. Chambas however expressed fears that a spill-over effect of war in Guinea could wreak
irreversible havoc on Liberia and Sierra Leone.
The Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Liberia, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
challenged officers of the AFL to remain steadfast in their chosen profession and be loyal to
constituted authority.
In her special message, President Sirleaf challenged the new army to exhibit professionalism
and promote development at all times by working closely with other relevant agencies of the
country.
Commenting on the issue of the new Coast Guard, the Liberian leader expressed confidence
that with the support of the government's partners, the outcome of the formation and the
activation of the Liberia Coast Guard would be felt along the coastline and exclusive economic
zone in particular.
In another development, the Ministries of Defense in Liberia and Sierra Leone have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to expand and improve military relationship between
the two countries.
Minister Brownie Samukai signed for Liberia, while Minister Palou Conteh signed for Sierra
Leone.
The MOU is part of the Mano River initiatives to improve security among the nations.
Minister Samukai said the MOU is to make the two countries collaborate security in different
areas of responsibilities.

US Government Pledges US$5 Million For Liberia Coast Guard
(Liberia Journal)

•
•
•
•
•

The US government says it will provide US$5 million over the next three years to support the
Liberian Coast Guard.
US Ambassador to Liberia, Linda Thomas Greenfield said the support will go towards training,
equipment and infrastructure.
Ambassador Greenfield disclosed three major infrastructures including the pier and terminal
will be started when the Coast Guard moves to its Bushrod Island base.
The US Ambassador also disclosed a US training team is expected in the country to offer
coast guard courses beginning February 23.
She spoke at the reactivation of the new Liberian Coast Guard as part of the celebration
marking Armed Forces Day.

President Sirleaf, Nigerien Prime Minister Discuss
(The Inquirer)

•

The Prime Minister of Niger Thursday paid a courtesy call on President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf in
Monrovia.
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•
•
•

Prime Minister Ali Badjo Gamatie, at the head of a four member delegation, briefed the
Liberian President on the situation in Niger and ongoing efforts to resolve the crisis.
An Executive Mansion release says the delegation also discussed with the Liberian leader
sanctions which have been imposed on Niger by the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS).
President Sirleaf thanked the delegation for the visit and assured Prime Minister Gamatie that
Liberia would continue to work within the ECOWAS framework in finding a political settlement
that would benefit the people of Niger and ensure peace and stability within the sub-region.

IMF Delegation Expected In Liberia Soon
(The Informer, National Chronicle, In Profile Daily)

•

•

A high power International Monetary Fund (IMF) delegation headed by its First Deputy
Managing Director, Mr. John Lipsky, is expected to arrive in the country to undertake
assessment of Liberia’s Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility Programme (PRGF) from
February 14 to 16, 2010.
A Finance Ministry release said while in the country, the IMF delegation will meet with
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and her Economic Management Team to discuss the
opportunities and challenges facing Liberia.

U.S. Ambassador Commends LACC
(The Inquirer)

•

•
•

•
•
•
•

The United States Ambassador to Liberia, Linda Thomas Greenfield has commended the
Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission (LACC) for the level of work done and its achievements in
the fight against corruption.
Ambassador Greenfield noted that the activities of the LACC since its establishment have
clearly demonstrated that the Commission was now becoming a force to reckon with.
The US Ambassador spoke Wednesday when she held a meeting with members of the LACC
at its head office in Sinkor to acquaint herself with ongoing activities of the Commission
including achievements and challenges it faces and what could be done to continue US
assistance.
She emphasized that the US Government was committed to the fight against corruption
whether it involves United States or Liberian tax payers' money.
Earlier, the Executive Chairperson of the LACC, Cllr. Frances Johnson-Morris, welcomed
Ambassador Greenfield and briefed her on the work of the Commission.
During the meeting, the US Ambassador promised to assist the Commission in seeking the
passage of an Act for the establishment of a special court to prosecute acts of corruption.
They also agreed on the need for an Extradition Treaty between Liberia and the United States
to extradite citizens of both countries accused of acts of corruption.

“Fictitious Transactions, Bogus Companies” Uncovered, Says GAC
(The News)

•
•
•
•

The General Auditing Commission (GAC) says there is a high risk of fictitious transactions and
that bogus companies have entered into the Government of Liberia financial management
system.
The GAC said some vendors and suppliers who claimed to have transacted business with
agencies of government July 2007 to June 2008 are spurious groups.
As a result of these transactions, the GAC has requested all vendors and suppliers that have
transacted business with government agencies and institutions to present all documentations
to support their transactions.
The Commission listed more than 240 vendors and suppliers which it identified as groups that
entered transactions with various government agencies and institutions.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
Former Information Minister, Two Others Indicted By Government
• Government has indicted former Information Minister Rev. Dr. Laurence Bropleh.
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•
•
•
•
(Also

Solicitor General, Cllr. Wilkins Wright said Dr. Bropleh was indicted along with the comptroller
and chief accountant at the ministry.
According to Cllr. Wright, Dr. Bropleh and the two have been charged with theft of property,
forgery and criminal facilitation.
The Solicitor General said the indictment followed Police preliminary investigation linking the
men to an alleged financial scandal at the Information Ministry.
He said the men were indicted by a special grand jury and are expected to be tried during the
February term of court.
reported on Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)

House Concurs With Senate To Pass Act Creating Liberia Medical And Dental Council
• The House of Representatives has concurred with the Senate to pass into law an Act creating
the Liberia Medical and Dental Council.
• The Act provides for the council to certify medical personnel and regulate the practice of
health workers in the country.
• According to the House Committee Chairman on Health, Edwin Gaye, the Act also bans
anyone with disability from the active practice of medicine.
• The Act further empowers the council to punish anyone who practices medicine under the
influence of alcohol or drugs.
US Government Pledges US$5 Million For Liberia Coast Guard
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)

“The New AFL Represents Force For Good…” Says President Sirleaf

President Sirleaf, Nigerien Prime Minister Discuss
US Ambassador Commends LACC
****
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News24.Com
Monday, 15 February 2010
ICC prosecutor to visit Guinea
By Marie-Laure Michel
The Hague - The deputy prosecutor of the International Criminal Court will visit Guinea this week to assess
whether it can try those responsible for a 2009 opposition massacre if the government fails to do so.
"There is no alternative: either they (the government) must prosecute or us," prosecution aide Beatrice le Fraper
said ahead of the three-day visit by Fatou Bensouda which starts on Wednesday.
Bensouda is set to visit the Conakry stadium where rights groups say more than 150 people died and 1 200 were
injured when troops attacked opponents of Guinea's military junta gathered for a rally on September 28 last year.
Soldiers shot, stabbed and beat up protesters and publicly raped women. A UN report said regime leader Captain
Moussa Dadis Camara and his aides bore responsibility for crimes against humanity.
The junta says 63 people died.
The deputy prosecutor will visit military camps and hospitals and meet Guinea's interim President General Sekouba
Konate, transitional Prime Minister Jean-Marie Dore, cabinet ministers, judges and representatives of victims'
groups, said le Fraper.
"Co-operation is good," she added. "The Guinean authorities were not obliged to show us the places where potential
crimes were committed, but they have been transparent."
Full scale investigation
The ICC said in October it had launched a "preliminary examination" of the violence to determine whether the
alleged crimes fell within the court's jurisdiction and whether the facts warranted a full-scale investigation.
To this end, the court has to examine the nature and gravity of the crimes, whether or not there were national
criminal proceedings, and the interests of justice in general, said le Fraper.
Guinea is a state party to the founding Rome Statute of the court, the world's only permanent tribunal for the
adjudication of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity.
It only acts when a member state is unwilling or unable to try individuals accused of serious violations.
A junta-appointed commission this month absolved Camara, who is convalescing in Burkina Faso since a
December assassination attempt, of blame over the stadium incident.
Guinea has insisted it has the will and the means to prosecute those responsible for the killings.
"We are going there to tell them that by virtue of the Rome Statute, which they ratified, they are obliged to do so,"
said le Fraper.
"We will also verify that those individuals who they (the government) intend to prosecute are indeed the ones most
responsible."
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The Sydney Morning Herald
Monday, 15 February 2010
Innocence lost as recruitment of children continues
STEVEN FREELAND
There are approximately 300,000 children acting as front-line troops in armed conflict worldwide, with
another 500,000 who are conscripted into government, paramilitary and guerilla groups as sex slaves,
porters, cooks, spies and to plant landmines.
These young boys and girls, who under international law are regarded as ''children'', are often forced to
participate in the commission of heinous crimes.
This horrific trend has a number of root causes. Children are seen as ''attractive'' participants in armed
conflict. They are vulnerable to outside influences, can be trained to become efficient soldiers and can be
made to perform the most dangerous (and brutal) of tasks, through intimidation, manipulation, or under
the influence of drugs.
In addition, the proliferation of lightweight weapons such as the AK-47 means that children can be
effectively deployed in active combat.
Adding to the enormity of the problem, the world continues to be racked by armed conflict. Between 1990
and 2007, 16 of the world's 20 poorest countries - where the use of child soldiers is particularly prevalent endured violent internal conflict. Recruiting children becomes an easy way to make up for shortages of
personnel caused by death or injury.
This is not just an ''African'' problem. Child soldiers are used in all corners of the globe. The military
regime in Burma, for example, can only survive due to the strength of its armed forces, a quarter of which
are children under the age of 18. The majority of these soldiers have been forcibly recruited. Human
Rights Watch estimates Burma has the largest number of child soldiers in the world.
Neither is this is a new problem. Children have been used in conflict for decades, if not centuries. But
alarmingly the situation appears to be worsening. There have been many warning signs demanding that
international law establish a more stringent regulatory regime to deter the recruitment and use of children
as weapons of war. Yet, sadly, this has not happened, primarily due to the highly sensitive and political
nature of armed conflict.
Voluntary recruitment of children is still permitted by international law. Indeed, many developed
countries, including the United States, Britain and Australia, permit children under the age of 18 to join
their armed forces.
While recruitment in these countries would be on a genuinely voluntary basis, other so-called instances of
volunteering are not. Many government and paramilitary commanders claim they cannot stop the flow of
children seeking to join their ranks. Yet it is the extreme circumstances in which these children find
themselves - hunger, poverty, abandonment, the death of parents and family, disease or the threat of
violence - that often leave them with little choice but to join a ''cause''.
The international courts are beginning to prosecute those responsible for recruitment. Last year the
Special Court of Sierra Leone sentenced three former leaders of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council
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to imprisonment for up to 50 years for war crimes and crimes against humanity, including the conscription
of children under the age of 15, to fight during that country's internal conflict.
Similarly, the International Criminal Court in The Hague is proceeding with two separate trials over the
use of children during the deadly civil war that still continues in parts of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo.
These judicial proceedings merely scratch the surface. Unless more is done, another 800,000 (or more)
children will, over time, replace those being used. For every child forced to participate in armed conflict,
there is a childhood lost.
More determined international action is needed. This can only be led by the developed countries setting an
example so the real offenders cannot hide behind a ''people in glass houses'' argument.
Australia has an important role to play, consistent with the government's desire to promote this country as
a leader on issues of global concern.
The Australian Defence Force continues to maintain a minimum voluntary recruitment age of 17 years,
provided that those volunteering have the written informed consent of their parents or guardians. The
benefit of such under-age recruitment is minimal - yet changing this policy and speaking out against the
use of children in war would represent a real opportunity to come to the fore in this debate. It would cost
us very little, and give us real moral authority on this issue.
If there were more concerted efforts like this to set positive examples, as well as to improve the
enforcement mechanisms, those regimes and militia relying on children to fight their wars may begin to
decline.
Australia has the opportunity to play an integral role in protecting innocent children around the world, but
our voice will not be heard as it should if our hands are not seen to be absolutely clean.
Steven Freeland is a professor of international law at the University of Western Sydney and a visiting
professional at the International Criminal Court. These are his personal views.
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Associated Press
Sunday, 14 February 2010
Witnesses to Kenya election violence threatened
By TOM ODULA
NAIROBI, Kenya — The tribal warriors planned to hurl grenades into a camp of displaced people during
Kenya's horrific postelection violence two years ago, but a tip to police aborted the attack, saving lives but
ruining the tipster's.
Ken Braziz, who says he warned police of the attack planned by a tribe with whom he and his wife were
aligned, is now in hiding with help from human rights groups after receiving numerous death threats.
"Sometimes I wish I would have kept my mouth shut," Braziz said.
The chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court believes crimes against humanity were
committed during the violence that killed more than 1,000 people and forced 600,000 from their homes in
Kenya. International Criminal Court judges are considering prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo's request for
permission to investigate.
But if witnesses like Braziz are terrorized into silence, justice might never be done.
Stephen Rapp, the U.S. envoy on war crimes, said Thursday on a visit to Nairobi that the government
must make sure witnesses are kept safe, adding that Kenya also needs to reform its judiciary and police
force, both of which have been accused of widespread corruption and incompetence.
Threats against witnesses have increased since November, when Ocampo voiced his desire to pursue a
case, said Ken Wafula, executive director of Kenya's Center for Human Rights and Democracy.
The fighting in late 2007 and early 2008 began amid allegations of fraud as President Mwai Kibaki, the
incumbent running against challenger Raila Odinga, suddenly took the lead in ballot counts. Violence
erupted along tribal lines, exposing frustrations over poverty, corruption and ethnic rivalries in a country
where Kikuyus — Kibaki's tribe — are perceived to dominate others, including the Luo, Odinga's ethnic
group.
Braziz took a rare step by informing police to avert attacks before they happened. An ethnic Luhya who
supported Odinga, Braziz said he witnessed other Odinga supporters recruiting, arming and transporting
fighters to attack Kikuyus in the town of Eldoret in the Rift Valley.
At first, the 32-year-old father of two supported the attacks. But after witnessing the killing of Kikuyu
men he had known, he decided to try to stop the violence, he recalled. Many of the Kalenjin warriors
carrying out the attacks had been his friends during his seven years in the Rift Valley's Nandi district,
which is dominated by the Kalenjin. Braziz was considered a local because he married a Kalenjin woman.
After being repulsed by the killings, Braziz began informing police of impending attacks after attending
meetings in which they were planned.
"At times police would respond, but other times they wouldn't because they were overwhelmed," said
Braziz.
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On the night of Jan. 3, 2008, Braziz says Kalenjin warriors plotted to hurl grenades into a stadium where
hundreds of internally displaced people whose houses had been set ablaze had found refuge. Braziz said
his tip brought police reinforcements, forcing the warriors to abandon their mission.
The violence ended after Kibaki and Odinga signed a power-sharing deal in February 2008. Braziz said he
then testified in secret to a government commission but soon started receiving threatening calls and text
messages.
"You have to die because you betrayed our leaders," one of the text messages read.
Braziz said he went into hiding with the help of human rights organizations, while the government offered
no protection or financial assistance.
In early 2009 several men brought an envelope to his home, where his wife still lived, containing $45 and
a note that said the money should be used to buy a coffin. Last June, Braziz relocated his wife and
children after another threat came.
Braziz ran a pharmacy before going into hiding but now his business has collapsed and the home he built
was taken over by the land's previous owner, he said. His wife has been ostracized by other Kalenjins and
has threatened to leave him.
The government-sponsored Kenya National Commission on Human Rights says at least 20 witnesses who
testified during a 2008 government-led investigation into the violence have gone into hiding or exile after
receiving death threats. A police driver who testified that his unit was involved in executing hundreds of
gang-linked youths during the upheaval was himself killed while hiding in a commission safe house.
Hassan Omar Hassan of the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights said for witnesses to feel safe
enough to testify, the government must strengthen a witness protection program that became operational
only in 2008.
Still, Braziz says he hopes to testify before the ICC if it opens a formal investigation.
Associated Press Writer Malkhadir M. Muhumed in Nairobi, Kenya contributed to this report.
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International Justice Tribune
Friday, 12 February 2010
Witness “lied” to ICC

The Hague,
Netherlands
e Hague,
A witness at the trial
of Thomas Lubanga
Dyilo said
intermediaries of the
International Criminal
Court (ICC) paid him
to convince his
nephew to give false testimony against the former Congolese warlord, LubangaTrial.org is reporting.
The man’s nephew was called as a prosecution witness and told the court he had been child soldier in
Lubanga’s militia - the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC).
Lubanga – who is the first person to stand trial before the ICC - is charged with conscripting child soldiers
during the Democratic Republic of Congo’s Ituri conflict.
The boy’s father, however, told the court that his son had never served in any armed group and had lied to
the court.
Monday’s witness testified that, for the US$200 he was given, he had to say that he knew Lubanga and
that he was aware that the UPC had used child soldiers.
The witness also told the court that ICC officials did not know that their intermediaries had paid him.
He said he had met them twice in 2007 – first in Beni in Ituri province in eastern DRC, and later in the
country’s capital Kinshasa. “It was a money issue. The white people didn’t know this, but we the blacks
knew.
I was told what to tell them,” he said.
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The Phnom Penh Post
Friday, 12 February 2010
Leng Sary appeals detention
James O'Toole

Photo by: ECCC POOL
Ieng Sary, former Khmer Rouge foreign minister,
attends a hearing at the Extraordinary Chambers in the
Courts of Cambodia on Thursday.

LAWYERS for former Khmer Rouge foreign minister
Ieng Sary requested that their client be released to
house arrest during a hearing at Cambodia’s war crimes
tribunal on Thursday, as questions about the ageing suspect’s health were brought to the fore.
In appealing their client’s pretrial detention, co-lawyers Ang Udom and Michael Karnavas argued that
Ieng Sary, now 84 years old, is unlikely to flee the country or disturb public order if released from the
court’s detention facilities, and asked judges to grant him “a less restrictive form of detention”.
“The pretrial chamber must be careful not to select as a matter of course the least favorable outcome for
the charged person,” Ang Udom said, emphasising that the court must not implement unnecessarily
punitive measures for a man who has yet to be tried.
Karnavas mocked the notion that his elderly client, if released, could evade Cambodian security forces.
Citing Prime Minister Hun Sen’s controversial trip to the Thai-Cambodian border this past weekend,
Karnavas questioned that a country which he said appears to be spoiling for a fight with a larger
neighbour can at the same time be “incapable of keeping someone under house arrest who can barely walk
to the toilet”.
Deputy co-prosecutors Chan Dararasmey and Anees Ahmed said, however, that the circumstances of Ieng
Sary’s detention had not changed since the pretrial judges rejected an appeal against it last year. In
November, the co-investigating judges extended Ieng Sary’s detention for a third year after his arrest in
2007.
“The pretrial chamber has noted that house arrest, or even hospital detention, for this appellant is not
warranted,” Chan Dararasmey said.
The court’s internal rules, Ahmed said, “do not provide for any house arrest provisions”. Concerns about
Ieng Sary’s health, he added, are more than accounted for at the detention facility.
Ieng Sary “had dozens of sessions of physiotherapy at the expense of this tribunal”, Ahmed said, noting
that he also has access to doctors, 24-hour nursing and “a special handrail installed in his cell”.
The court adjourned several times on Thursday for Ieng Sary, who appeared with the aid of a cane and a
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back brace, to take breaks. He declined to speak at length during the hearing, delegating that task to his
attorneys.
“He cannot really sit long enough, more than a half hour,” Ang Udom said of his client, who left the
proceedings early because of fatigue.
Ahmed said that while Ieng Sary has in the past suffered from heart and back problems, there is nothing to
indicate that these problems have significantly worsened.
“These health conditions ... continue in the form that they were, and they have been contained,” Ahmed
said.
Former Democratic Kampuchea head of state Khieu Samphan will appear before the court to appeal his
provisional detention today, and former minister of social action Ieng Thirith will do the same on
Monday.
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Earth Times
Thursday, 11 February 2010
http://www.earthtimes.org/articles
Lawyer: Ex-Khmer Rouge foreign minister stands no chance of bail
A lawyer for the Khmer Rouge's former foreign minister Ieng Sary said Thursday he has "no illusions" that the UNbacked war crimes tribunal might release his client from pre-trial detention ahead of an expected trial next year.
Speaking after Thursday's bail hearing, Michael Karnavas criticized as "ridiculous" arguments by the prosecution
and lawyers for victims that allowing Ieng Sary to be held under house arrest could lead to social unrest.
He said the government would easily be able to provide security to ensure public safety.
"In my opinion there's no intention to release any of them under any circumstances - pre-trial detention is being
used as a form of punishment because these cases may never get to trial or be fully completed," Karnavas said.
"I don't think there's a valid argument that this society is so fragile that you will have massive demonstrations in the
streets [if he is granted bail and house arrest]," he added.
"So this may be one way of showing the public that they are incarcerated and spent their final years in jail."
Thursday's bail hearing was the third filed by lawyers for Ieng Sary, who was arrested in November 2007. Since
then he has been in pre-trial detention, facing charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes.
A tribunal spokesman said the court would likely rule on Ieng Sary's bail application in the coming weeks.
Ieng Sary is one of four senior surviving leaders of the Khmer Rouge in detention awaiting trial for their alleged
roles in the deaths of an estimated 1.7 million people.
Lawyers for former head of state Khieu Samphan are to apply for bail on Friday, while lawyers for former social
affairs minister Ieng Thirith will do so on Monday. Rulings for those bail requests are also expected in a few weeks.
The tribunal last month concluded its two-and-a-half year long investigation into Ieng Sary, Khieu Samphan, Ieng
Thirith, and former Brother Number Two, Nuon Chea.
A final decision on whether to prosecute or dismiss charges against them is expected in September. Should the trial
go ahead, as is expected, it will likely begin early next year.
The trial would be the second case that the tribunal, known as the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of
Cambodia (ECCC), will hear. The first case, which saw the regime's chief executioner Comrade Duch tried for
crimes against humanity and war crimes, was heard last year.
A decision is expected in Duch's case in the coming weeks.
Around a quarter of Cambodia's population is thought to have died from execution, disease, starvation and
overwork during the Khmer Rouge's rule of Cambodia from 1975-79. Its leader, Pol Pot, died in 1998 on the ThaiCambodian border.
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Agence France Presse
Friday, 12 February 2010
Croatia wins Australia appeal on war crimes extradition
By International Justice Desk
Croatia Friday won the right to appeal to Australia's highest court to force the extradition of an ethnicSerb former paramilitary leader who is accused of war crimes.
The Federal Court ruled in
September 2009 that Dragan
Vasiljkovic was not eligible for
extradition.
But a panel of judges Friday ruled
Croatia's lawyers should be allowed
to argue against the decision to the
High Court, a spokeswoman said.
"Leave was granted to appeal in that
matter," the High Court
spokeswoman said. "They have now
got to prepare and lodge their appeal documents, it would be a couple of months yet," she added, referring
to when the case could be heard.
Vasiljkovic was born in Belgrade but is now an Australian citizen who goes by the name Daniel Snedden.
He walked free from prison last September after spending almost four years behind bars, when the Federal
Court ruled he had established a "substantial or real chance of prejudice" if he was sent to Croatia for trial.
Vasiljkovic (54) successfully argued that Croatian authorities were seeking to try him, in part, because of
his belief that ethnic Serbs in Croatia's Krajina region have the right to self-determination. The ex-golf
instructor was arrested in January 2006 after Croatia requested his extradition to face charges over
atrocities during the nation's 1991-1995 war of independence from the former Yugoslavia, opposed by
rebel Serbs.
Zagreb accuses Vasiljkovic of involvement in the torture and killing of Croatian civilians and prisoners of
war in the rebel Serb stronghold of Knin in 1991 and the southern village of Bruska in 1993. He has
denied committing war crimes but has admitted in media interviews to training Serbian recruits, killing in
combat and interrogating enemy troops.

24

IRIN
Monday, 15 February 2010
In Brief: How to end natural resource-fuelled conflict?

NAIROBI, 1 February 2010 (IRIN) - The international
community should draw up a comprehensive strategy to
tackle conflicts fuelled by natural resources especially in
fragile African states, UK campaign group Global Witness
says.
"Taking the gun out of natural resource management is a
prerequisite for taking the gun out of politics," the advocacy
group said in a report entitled Lessons Unlearned: How the
UN and member states must do more to end natural resourcefuelled conflict.
"Too often the political, ethnic or geographic aspects of war
are considered to the exclusion of its economic drivers... In
countries like the DRC [Democratic Republic of Congo],
natural resources must be recognised not only as part of the
problem but also as an essential part of the solution," said
Mike Davis of Global Witness.

A woman pans for gold
with a kitchen calabash in
a riverbed in Sierra Leone
(file photo)

Among other recommendations, the report calls for UN peacekeepers to be mandated to
deal with the economic dimensions of conflict. "The problem with natural resources is not
so much the nature of resources themselves, their abundance or their scarcity, but how they
are governed, who is able to access them and for what purposes," it says.
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