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Charlestaylortyrial.org
Tuesday, 15 February 2010
Charles Taylor Did Not Work For The CIA, He Did Not Manipulate Prosecution
Witnesses, He Says
By Alpha Sesay
Charles Taylor did not work for the United States’ top spy agency while he was a rebel leader in Liberia,
but did receive sophisticated communication equipment from the agency in the hope that Mr. Taylor’s
forces could help protect American citizens and property during Liberia’s brutal civil conflict, he told the
Special Court for Sierra Leone today.
Prosecutors have previously accused Mr. Taylor of working for the United States’ Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) while at the same time collaborating with the Libyan government which provided support
to his National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebel group. In his re-examination today, the former
president denied working for the CIA.
“I have never, ever, and will not ever work for the CIA or any other intelligence agency, never, no,” the
former president told Special Court for Sierra Leone judges today.
Mr. Taylor’s lead defense lawyer, Courtenay Griffiths, further asked the former president about
prosecution allegations that he provided information to the CIA. Mr. Taylor insisted that he did not.
However, Mr. Taylor did return to a statement he made during cross-examination on November 16, 2009,
in which he denied that he was an agent of the CIA but indicated that his NPFL rebel group did share
information with the US intelligence agency.
“The organization [NPFL] provided information to the CIA. The NPFL at the time did provide
information to the CIA and there was information from the CIA to us too. There was exchange of
information, mostly from between 1991-92,” Mr. Taylor said.
Mr. Taylor also said that the CIA provided sophisticated communications equipments to the NPFL
because they wanted his rebel group to protect American citizens and properties in Liberia during the
country’s conflict.
In other developments today, Mr. Taylor denied prosecution allegations that he used his telephone
services in his detention facility to manipulate witnesses set to testify for the prosecution. Prosecutors
have previously alleged that Mr. Taylor worked with associates in Liberia to intimate and discourage
people from testifying against him.
Mr. Taylor today dismissed the allegations, telling judges that the court’s registrar, who oversees his
detention in The Hague, has never accused him of misusing the telephone services provided to him. He
said that all his telephone calls are fully supervised and are arranged after intensive investigations on who
he wants to call.
“First, I have to submit a number of an individual that I would like to call at some time, the process takes
two weeks for the Sierra Leonean court and the facilities to do their security checks on the number and the
individual,” Mr. Taylor said. “After about two weeks, that number is approved for calling. I cannot just
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automatically get up and say, please call this number, no, it has to be vetted and approved by the Sierra
Leonean court.”
Mr. Taylor also today distanced himself from a January 5, 1999 letter written by former Sierra Leonean
president, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, to the United Nations Secretary General in which the former Liberian
president was accused of providing support to Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels who were at that
time waging war in Sierra Leone.
“I have a mountain of evidence that rebel offensive has been supported and sustained by the Taylor
government,” President Kabbah’s letter noted.
Dismissing the letter as nonsense, Mr. Taylor explained how he would have reacted if he had received a
copy of the said letter.
“I would have taken a different disposition during that particular period that Kabbah — who was calling
me and talking to me and visiting Liberia — could write a letter making such an accusation. It would have
probably changed me significantly,” Mr. Taylor said.
The former Liberian president added that if he had received the said letter, he would have removed
himself from the Committee of Five, a committee established by West African leaders to facilitate a
peaceful end to the conflict in Sierra Leone.
Mr. Taylor is charged with 11 counts of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other serious violations
of international humanitarian law in relation to his alleged role in supporting and controlling Sierra
Leonean rebels who committed mass crimes during the brutal civil conflict in his neighboring country.
Mr. Taylor’s re-examination continues tomorrow.
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Monday, 15 February 2010
John Kollie
NEWS ITEM
Former Liberian President, Charles Taylor has denied any double dealing with Libya and
the Central Intelligence Agency, the CIA. Mr. Taylor also dismissed as untrue Former
Sierra Leone President, Tejan Kasbah’s letter which accuses him of supporting and
sustaining rebel activities in that country. The Former Liberian Leader also denied using
telephone in the detention facility to manipulate Prosecution witnesses. John Kollie has
this transcribed report from The Hague….
Prosecutors during cross-examination accused Mr. Taylor of double dealing with the Central Intelligence
Agency, the CIA and the North African Country of Libya.
They alleged that Libya assisted the Former Liberian Leader to launch his revolution in Liberia while at
the same he was working for the CIA.
On re-direct examination, Mr. Taylor told the court that the CIA gave sophisticated communication
equipment to his rebel movement, the National Patriotic Front of Liberia, the NPFL.
He said the American Intelligence Organization wanted the NPFL to ensure the protection of American
Citizens and Properties in Liberia during the war. But Mr. Taylor denied ever working for the CIA.
Former Sierra Leone President, Tejan Kabbah told the United Nations Secretary General in a letter dated
January 5, 1999, that Liberia’s Charles Taylor was supporting rebels in his country. ‘’I have mountain of
evidence that rebel offensive has been supported and sustained by the Taylor Government, Mr. Kabbah
declared in his letter read in court.
Mr. Taylor described Mr. Kabbah’s allegation as total nonsense, and said he would have reacted strongly
if he had received a copy of that letter. The Former Liberian Leader on Tuesday denied using telephone
in his detention facility to manipulate Prosecution witnesses.
Mr. Taylor said the surveillance kept over all his calls made it impossible for him to have interfered with
Prosecution witnesses.The Prosecution alleged during their case that Mr. Taylor and his Associates in
Liberia threatened and discouraged some of their witnesses from testifying against him.
But Mr. Taylor told the court that the Registrar of the Special Court who has oversight responsibility for
his wellbeing in prison has never accused him of any misuse of his telephone.
The Former Liberian President explained to the court how all his telephone calls are arranged by the
prison guards.The re-direct examination of Mr. Taylor continues on Wednesday.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
16 February 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Liberia on track for HIPC debt relief this year: IMF
Tue Feb 16, 2010

MONROVIA (Reuters) - Liberia is on track to clear much of its remaining $1.7 billion in foreign debt
under the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries initiative by the end of this year, an IMF official said on
Tuesday. "We are very confident that by the end of the year, Liberia will reach the HIPC completion
point, " said IMF First Deputy Managing Director John Lipsky, adding that it could be "much sooner."
Liberia, Africa's oldest independent republic, still recovering from a 1989-2003 civil war, was deemed
eligible for the HIPC program in 2008 pending certain economic and structural reforms. Lipsky said
the government of President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf had since made strong advances in financial
management and transparency in the mining and energy sectors that had put it on track for HIPC
completion.

Zambian firms bid to run Liberia utility: paper
Tue Feb 16, 2010

LUSAKA (Reuters) - Zambian state utility Zesco and Copperbelt Energy Corp. (CEC), the sole
distributor of power to the country's mines, have been shortlisted to manage the Liberia Electricity
Corporation, a newspaper said on Tuesday. Neil Croucher, CEC managing director, told Zambia's The
Post newspaper the Liberia Electricity Corporation had prequalified a consortium formed by Zesco
and CEC to run the Liberian utility. "We believe we have the expertise to efficiently operate that
utility and our bid has been prequalified to the next stage whose outcome will be announced on
March 16, 2010," he said. "In the event that we are unsuccessful, we will have demonstrated our
ability to work with Zesco as a partner in high profile international projects." The other companies
shortlisted to manage the Liberian utility, whose infrastructure was run down during the civil war,
are Canada's Manitoba Hydro International, NTE of Norway and Siemens, Croucher said.

International Clips on West Africa

Guinea
Guinea unveils new transitional government
Source: Press TV.
Tue, 16 Feb 2010
Caretaker Prime Minister Jean-Marie Dore is tasked with leading Guinea towards its first democratic
elections. Guinea's interim leader General Sekouba Konate has appointed a transition government to
steer the West African country from military back to civilian rule. The 34-member government lineup was proposed by caretaker Prime Minister Jean-Marie Dore, an official televised statement said
Monday. It includes 10 members of the ruling military junta, including six military officers. Guinea's
current Minister of Security and Civil Protection Mamadouba Toto Camara and Justice Minister Siba
Lohalamou — both senior figures in the ruling military junta — are to remain in their posts. Dore,
who was given the job under a January 15 deal, is tasked with leading the country towards its first
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democratic elections since a military coup in 2008. He has promised free and fair elections. Soon
after his appointment last month, Dore called for a military overhaul with the support of the
international community. Guinea was rocked with a political and human rights crisis after Captain
Moussa Dadis Camara took over the country in December 2008, within hours after the death of longtime dictator General Lansana Conte.

Ivory Coast
I.Coast to name new government Tuesday: presidency
February 16, 2010

ABIDJAN (AFP) - Ivory Coast will name a new government on Tuesday, four days after President
Laurent Gbagbo dissolved the last administration, his office said. "The new government will be
presented today at 4:00 pm (1600 GMT) in Yamoussoukro," the capital, the presidency said. Gbagbo
caused a storm of opposition protest when he sacked the government on Friday, telling Prime
Minister Guillaume Soro to form a new administration.
He also dismissed the head of the Independent Electoral Commission (CEI), alleging that more than
400,000 names had been fraudulently added to the electoral rolls. The surprise sackings cast doubt
on the divided West African country's ability to hold scheduled elections next month. Gbagbo has
remained in power for 10 years without seeking a second mandate after five, deferring elections six
times following a failed 2002 coup which spilt the country in two.

United Nations: Top UN official in Cote d'Ivoire holds talks with
Prime Minister over political crisis
Feb 16, 2010 (M2 PRESSWIRE via COMTEX) -- The head of the United Nations peacekeeping
operation in Cote d'Ivoire met today with the country's Prime Minister to stress the need to resolve
mounting political tensions in the fragile West African country, where the Government and the
independent electoral authority have just been dissolved ahead of scheduled elections. Y. J. Choi, the
Secretary-General's Special Representative and the head of the mission (known as UNOCI), held
talks in Abidjan with Guillaume Soro 'during this delicate and sensitive moment,' according to a
statement released by the mission. Mr. Choi is holding talks with Ivorian political leaders this week
to try to assist the country's political process, at risk after violent tensions flared in several towns
this month. UNOCI also has its forces on alert in case of renewed fighting.

Local Media – Newspaper

Former LTA Chairman Albert Bropleh Breaks Silence
(The Inquirer, Daily Observer, In-Profile and National Chronicle)
•
•
•
•
•

The Former Chairman of the Liberia Telecommunications Authority, Albert Bropleh
has
broken silence over his indictment by Government on allegations of fraud and theft.
Mr. Bropleh believes the indictment has absolutely no basis and that it contains serious
implications.
In a dispatch, Mr. Bropleh said since the issuance of the indictment he has been at home
within Monrovia contrary to claims that his whereabouts were unknown.
He said his indictment was not only troubling but speaks volumes about what he called the
sorry state of good governance in Liberia.
Meanwhile, the former LTA Chairman has described the General Auditing Commission (GAC)
audit against him as full of malice, prejudice and deliberate lies and false hood.
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Executive Mansion Gives Reasons That Prompted Resignation of former Internal Affairs
Minister
(The News and The Inquirer)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Executive Mansion has given reasons behind the President’s request for the resignation of
Internal Affairs Minister Ambullai Johnson.
Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Badio disclosed that Mr. Johnson was asked to resign for
failure to follow procurement guidelines in the implementation of the Acelor Mittal’s Social
Development Fund.
In an interview, Mr. Badio said as head of the Project Management Team, Mr. Johnson had
specific guidelines to follow but did not give detail.
Press Secretary Badio dismissed reports of misapplication of the social development fund
saying, it has not been established.
Recently, Nimba County Senator Prince Johnson accused the former Minister of Internal
Affairs of malpractice and interference in the use of the Acelor Mittal Social Fund. Mr.
Johnson has since denied the allegations.
Meanwhile, the opposition Liberty Party has called on President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf to
prevent the former Internal Affairs Minister from leaving the Country.
In a statement, the party said it was a disservice for Ambullai Johnson to resign and be let off
the hook in the midst of wide allegations.

IMF Delegation Impressed With Liberia's Progress
(The Inquirer and The News)

•
•
•
•

The visiting First Deputy Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Mr.
John Lipsky, at the conclusion of his visit to Liberia said that he has no doubt that Liberia will
reach HIPC point by the end of the year, leading to the cancellation of more than $4 billion.
The IMF First Deputy managing Director said that this success was possible because of the
discipline and sound policy framework put in place by Government.
According to an Executive Mansion release, Mr. Lipsky spoke to the press after a meeting with
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.
The IMF Deputy managing Director was accompanied by Dr. Antoinette Sayeh, former
Minister of Finance of Liberia and now Africa Director at the IMF in Washington as well as the
Country Director for Liberia at the IMF.

Alterations Claims On Public Finance Act
(New Democrat)
•
•
•
•
•

[SIC]Several provisions within the Public Finance Management Act of 2009 have been grossly
tempered with and altered, months after its enactment, reports say.
The law’s implementation is a key conditionality under the Highly Indebted Poor countries
(HIPC) initiative.
It spelt out fundamental procedures for the preparation adoption, execution and final
accounts of the national budget and other matters relative to the management of public
finance within the country.
Reports say at the moment, there are two distinct versions of the law in circulation.
The legislators’ version is dissimilar to the version that the President signed and printed into
handbills at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Former PPCC Boss Murder Trial Resumes Tomorrow
(The Informer)

•

Criminal Court “A” has set tomorrow to begin hearings into the murder trial of the former
Chairman of the Public Procurement and Concession Commission (PPCC), Mr. Keith Jubah.
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•
•

The late Jubah was allegedly killed by a group of men in Margibi County in early November
last year.
The state has charged nine men, Tommy Cooper, Caesar Kolako, Joseph Kerkula, Andrew
Pawee, Joe Harris, Zinnah Padmore, Joseph O. Kollie, James Langia and Singbeh Padmore
with Criminal Conspiracy, Murder and Criminal Mischief in connection with the murder.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
Former LTA Chairman Albert Bropleh Breaks Silence
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
IMF Delegation Discusses Progress to HIPC Point for Liberia
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Executive Mansion Gives Reasons That Prompted Resignation of former Internal Affairs
Minister
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)

Petition to Halt Threshold bill reaches Supreme Court
• A petition seeking a halt to the approval of the threshold bill by President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf has been taken to the Supreme Court.
• Some lawmakers and their counties filed the petition against the Legislature and the
President.
• The petitioners claimed the lawmakers flagrantly violated Article 35 of the constitution in the
process of enacting the bill.
• They also said since the president vetoed the bill, and the House of Representatives failed to
override the veto, it was unconstitutional for the Senate to have taken another vote on the
matter.
• Meanwhile, Justice Ja’neh has placed a stay order on the threshold issue pending the outcome
of a conference with the parties today.

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)

President Sirleaf Makes New Appointments in Government
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Monday made new appointments in Government subject,
where applicable, to confirmation by the Liberian senate.
• Those appointed are Mr. John B.S. Davies, Comptroller General, Ministry of Finance; Mr.
Caine Prince Andrew, Assistant Minister for Administration, Ministry of Finance; Professor
Jallah Allan Barbu, Commissioner, Land Reform Commission; Attorney Deweh Gray,
Commissioner, Land Reform Commission; Moses Wogbeh, Managing Director, Forestry
Development Authority and Asatu Bah-Kenneth, Assistant Minister for Administration and
Public Safety, Ministry of Justice.
• Other are Adella Cooper, Assistant Minister for economic affairs, Ministry of Justice; Beauford
Weeks, Assistant Minister for energy, Ministry of Land, Mines and Energy among others.

Reports Say Former Internal Affairs Boss Given option to Resign or be Dismissed
• [SIC]Latest reports say former Internal Affairs Minister, Ambullai Johnson was given the
option to resign or be dismissed by President Ellen Johnson.
• Executive Mansion and family sources said the former Minister was given the option after the
President expressed disappointment in him.
• The sources said the President had lost confidence in Mr. Johnson because of his role in the
handling of development and other funds entrusted to him.
****
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The Institute for War & Peace Reporting
Wednesday, 17 February 2010
Child soldiers still being recruited in Congo
By Melanie Gouby Evariste Mahamba and Esperance Nzigire
GOMA, Democratic Republic of Congo — The indictment and trial of a former militia leader before the
International Criminal Court has failed to deter others from committing the same crime he stands accused
of: the recruitment of children to serve as soldiers.
"The recruitment carries on, especially in the territories where the (government's) authority is not well
established yet," said Pascal Badibangua, the director of a center that helps former child soldiers
reintegrate into civilian life.
"I have just returned from a mission (to the North Kivu province) where I had the opportunity to see that
armed groups are still recruiting child soldiers, despite it being illegal," he said.
Some had hoped that the arrest and trial of Thomas Lubanga, the former president of the Union of
Congolese Patriots, would have stopped the practice. Lubanga is currently on trial in The Hague where he
faces charges of recruiting, conscripting and using child soldiers in 2002 and 2003.
Child soldiers have been a mainstay of both the Congolese army and the various militias that it has battled
during more than a decade of war. A United Nations-backed reintegration program reported having
demobilized nearly 30,000 children by mid-2007, according to a report from the Coalition to Stop the Use
of Child Soldiers, which was published in 2008.
Still, the report concluded, at least 7,000 child soldiers are still members of armed groups or the
Congolese national army.
It was hoped that the pioneering nature of the charges against Lubanga would deter other rebel leaders.
But so far the trial does not appear to be working as a deterrent.
"I cannot say that the Lubanga trial, to date, has been a catalyst in the prevention of the recruitment of
child soldiers," said Bukeni Tete Waruzi, an expert on child soldiers for Witness, an international humanrights organization.
"At least we know that the court has the capacity to punish people who commit this crime. But we cannot
see the actual impact very well, since children are still being integrated into armed groups," he said.
The court maintains that its work is having a real impact, which will become more noticeable over time.
"(The impact) can only increase with the progress of the procedures at the court" said Pascal Turlan from
the office of the prosecutor at the court. "We have already seen encouraging signs, in particular from
military leaders who have recently joined the demobilization process." The court has taken some steps
towards raising its profile in the Congo, such as organized screenings of the Lubanga court proceedings.
As for the child soldiers themselves, they often have a hard time adjusting to civilian life after being
demobilized.
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In Rutshuru, a town about 40 miles from the provincial capital Goma, the head of a support group for
former child soldiers who asked that his name not be used because he was not authorized to speak on the
subject, said youths often find it hard to reintegrate into society, and remain vulnerable to militias on the
lookout for new recruits.
"The children are manipulated (by militia leaders) and told that they must protect their tribe," he said.
"They are also (harassed) by the police and the military, who tear up their certificates of reintegration.
When the children feel insecure, they go back to the bush."
ABOUT THE WRITERS
Melanie Gouby Evariste Mahamba and Esperance Nzigire are reporters who write for The Institute for
War & Peace Reporting, a nonprofit organization that trains journalists in areas of conflict. Readers may
write to the authors at the Institute for War & Peace Reporting, 48 Grays Inn Road, London WC1X 8LT,
U.K.; Web site: www.iwpr.net. For information about IWPR's funding, please go to
http://www.iwpr.net/index.pl?top-supporters.html.
This essay is available to McClatchy-Tribune News Service subscribers. McClatchy-Tribune did not
subsidize the writing of this column; the opinions are those of the writers and do not necessarily represent
the views of McClatchy-Tribune or its editors.
© 2010, The Institute for War & Peace Reporting
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The Sudan Tribune
Wednesday, 17 February 2010
ICC prosecutor to appeal ruling against Darfur rebel commander
The prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) Luis Moreno-Ocampo will file a leave to appeal
this month’s ruling acquitting a Darfur rebel commander from charges that he was one of the masterminds
behind the 2007 deadly attack on African Union peacekeepers.

FILE - Prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo (C) and his team are
seated for the court appearance of Darfur rebel leader Bahr
Idriss Abu Garda, at the International Criminal Court in The
Hague May 18, 2009 (Reuters)

Last week, the Pre-Trial Chamber I at the ICC said in their
103-pages decision on the confirmation of charges hearings
that took place last October that the prosecution failed to prove
that Bahr Idriss Abu Garda, leader of Darfur United Resistance
Front (URF), played a role in the deadly assault that left 12
soldiers dead and wounded eight others.
Abu Garda was the first individual to appear before The Hague based court in connection with the Darfur case. The
rebel chief agreed to surrender himself voluntarily last year to face the charges saying he is confident of his
innocence.
Two other unidentified rebel commanders accused of staging the attack are still at large amid reports last week that
an attempt is made to have them voluntarily appear before the judges in a manner similar to Abu Garda.
The ICC prosecutor’s office said in its weekly newsletter that it will challenge the finding that there was “no
substantial grounds to believe that Abu Garda could be linked to the crimes either as a direct or indirect
co perpetrator for the commission of war crimes allegedly committed during the attack”.
The prosecution had alleged that the attack on Haskanita was agreed upon by Abu Garda and other senior
commanders of armed rebel groups in the course of two meetings on September 29 2007. The first meeting
occurred “shortly after the attack on the rebel forces in Dalil Babiker, which had allegedly been carried out by the
GoS around midday on 29 September 2007”.
“At the location where the JEM and combined SLA-Unity and SLA Abdul-Shafi forces had retreated, near Dalil
Babiker, Mr. Abu Garda allegedly met with JEM and SLA-Unity commanders" and "at the meeting these
commanders agreed among themselves to attack the MGS Haskanita”.
The second meeting took place took place in a forest near the camp “after which they directed their respective
troops to move behind them and distributed their troops in various vehicles”.
If the judges grant the prosecutor the leave to appeal he can proceed to the appellate chamber to dispute the ruling.
Abu Garda has hailed the decision by the judges last week saying he has always maintained his innocence and
stressing that he stands ready to re-appear before the judges if necessary.
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide
Monday, 15 February 2010
Film symposium: The Circle of Genocide
By International Justice Desk (IJT)
therlands

Amsterdam, Netherlands
Radio Netherlands
Worldwide & the Center for
Holocaust and Genocide
Studies present The Circle of
Genocide: on the universality
of genocidal processes. The
series start with the premiere
of Worse than War, the first
major documentary to explore
the phenomenon of genocide
and how we can stop it.
Mass killings and systematic human rights abuses are not restricted to the past - the possibility of genocide is a live
issue for any society.
But there is still a serious lack of understanding of how these crimes come about.
The Circle of Genocide series is an interaction between scholars and journalists. Combining film, debate and
interview, it explores different stages in the genocidal process and its aftermath and offers a comparative analysis of
the worst of crimes.
All events take place at 7.30pm, at CREA Theater, Turfdraagsterpad 17, Amsterdam
Program
February 18th, Introduction
Speaker: Dr. Ton Zwaan, Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies
Worse than War: Genocide, Eliminationism, and the Ongoing Assault on Humanity (USA, 2010) PREMIERE
March 25th, Foreshadowing Genocide
Speaker: Christophe Busch, Center for Holocaust and Genocide Education, Belgium
Conspiracy (USA, 2001)
April 26th, Destruction
Speaker: Prof. Dr. Filip Reyntjens, University of Antwerp
Iseta: Behind the roadblock (Kenya, 2008)
May 17th, Coming to terms?
Speaker: Mustafa Akyol, Turkish Daily News
The Armenian Genocide (USA, 2006)
June 7th, International Justice
Speaker: Wayne Jordash, International Criminal Defense Attorney
The Tribunal (Germany, 2009)

