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CharlesTaylorTrial.org (The Hague)
Thursday, 4 February 2010
Liberia: Charles Taylor Executed Liberians Perceived As Threats To His Political Ambition,
Prosecutors Say
Alpha Sesay
Charles Taylor executed Liberian politicians whom he perceived as threats to his political ambitions,
killed rebels who failed to carry out his orders, and persecuted human rights activists who opposed his
policies, prosecutors alleged today at the Special Court for Sierra Leone. Mr. Taylor denied the
allegations.
Lead prosecution counsel, Brenda Hollis, today questioned Mr. Taylor about the execution of several
Liberian politicians including Jackson Doe, Gabriel Kpolleh, Moses Duopoe and Samuel Dokie. These
men, Ms. Hollis alleged, were executed on the orders of Mr. Taylor. Mr. Taylor dismissed these
allegations as stories made up by Tom Woweiyu, another rebel leader with broke ranks with the former
Liberian president but later joined Mr. Taylor's National Patriotic Party (NPP) Government.
"After we broke up, after Tom Woweiyu formed a rebel group and attacked the NPFL [National Patriotic
Front of Liberia] and broke away in 1994, " Mr. Taylor said. "Tom Woweiyu made a lot of wild
allegations that later he apologized for, I forgave him, and brought him into my government."
"I am aware of the nonsense he wrote. He later apologized and I brought him into my government . He
became senator from the NPP," Mr. Taylor said.
After denying allegations that he executed Gabriel Kpolleh, whom he allegedly saw as threat to his power,
Mr. Taylor also referred to allegations that he killed Jackson Doe as another story by Mr. Woweiyu.
"Mr. Taylor, you were also responsible for the killing of Jackson F. Doe, weren't you?" Ms. Hollis asked
Mr. Taylor.
"That is not correct. That's Tom Woweiyu again. That is not correct. Jackson Doe was a very well
respected man," Mr. Taylor responded.
Mr. Jackson Doe, a former Liberian politician is reported to have won democratic elections against then
Liberian president, Master Sergeant Samuel K. Doe. The elections, reports indicate, were rigged against
Mr. Jackson Doe. Mr. Taylor's NPFL has previously stated that one of the reasons for its fighting in
Liberia was to reverse the election victory that was stolen by Sergeant Samuel K. Doe at Mr. Jackson
Doe's expense. According to other reports, Mr. Taylor later killed Mr. Jackson Doe in order to eliminate
any threat to his power. Mr. Taylor has denied these allegations.
Mr. Taylor was also questioned about the death of Mr. Samuel Dokie, another politician who was
reportedly executed with his family. Ms. Hollis asked Mr. Taylor whether any action was taken against
those who committed those murders.
"Was Benjamin Yeaten ever arrested for the killing of the Dokies?" Ms. Hollis asked Mr. Taylor.
"No, Benjamin Yeaten was not arrested," Mr. Taylor said. "Those that were involved I think were
arrested."
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"Benjamin Yeaten – I said that he had asked for Dokie to be arrested and brought to Monrovia, according
to reports, but those that went to carry out the orders went beyond the orders and I think that those were
the people that were sought," Mr. Taylor said.
Mr. Taylor also denied allegations that he had ordered the execution of some of his rebel commanders,
including Oliver Varnie and Sam Larto. These commanders, Ms. Hollis alleged, were executed because
they had failed to carry out Mr. Taylor's orders. Mr. Taylor denied the accusation, saying that they were
executed because they had been involved in subversive operations.
Mr. Taylor explained that Mr. Varney was executed "because he was part of a group that planned to
overthrow the leadership of the NPFL."
On the execution of Mr. Larto, Mr. Taylor explained that he was executed because he had been involved
in the killing of civilians. Ms. Hollis suggested that Mr. Larto was killed because Mr. Taylor was
concerned that he had connived against him. Mr. Taylor responded that while it was true that Mr. Larto
had connived against him, the main reason for his execution was because he was involved in the killing of
those civilians. He added that Mr. Larto was tried and convicted before he was executed.
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Thursday, 4 February. 2010
John Kollie
NEWS ITEM
The Prosecution of the Special Court on Thursday said Mr. Charles Taylor executed
several Liberian Politicians who were perceived as threat to his quest for political power.
The Prosecution also alleged that Mr. Taylor as leader of the Rebel National Patriotic
Front, NPFL, killed a number of his rebel commanders. The Prosecution further alleged
that Human Rights Advocates went into hiding to escape Mr. Taylor’s brutal Police
Forces. Mr. Taylor denies all of the allegations…John Kollie has this transcription from
the Hague for the BBC World Service Trust….
Prosecuting Attorney Brenda Hollis told the Judges Liberian Politicians Jackson Doe, Gabriel Kpolleh,
Moses Duopoe, and Samuel Dokie were executed on the orders of Mr. Taylor.
Miss Hollis said these men were killed because they threatened Mr. Taylor’s political ambition. She said it
was Mr. Tom Woeweiyu, Taylor’s Former Defence Minister in the NPFL, who revealed how Taylor
executed the Liberian Politicians.
The Former Liberian President denied the allegation and said Mr. Woeweiyu retracted the allegation when
he (Woeweiyu) later joined the National Patriotic Party led Government.
Miss Hollis pressed Mr. Taylor on the execution of Samuel Dokie and his family.
The Prosecution also accused Mr. Taylor of executing several of his rebel commanders including Oliver
Varnie, Cooper Teah and Sam Lathoe.
According to the Prosecution, Mr. Taylor executed these commanders because they failed to carry out his
instructions.But Mr. Taylor told the court that the NPFL Commanders executed were involved in
subversive activities. The Prosecution also brought to the attention of the court the alleged brutal
treatments of Human Rights Advocates during Mr. Taylor’s presidency.
The Prosecution said Human Rights Advocates Aloysius Toe, James Toh, and Adebayo were hunted by
the police for being critical of Mr. Taylor’s government. Prosecuting Attorney Brenda Hollis was
particularly concerned about treatment given Human Rights Advocate Aloysius Toe.
Mr. Taylor is not on trial for whatever he did in Liberia during his presidency. But Liberian issues are
being mentioned in the court because the Prosecution alleged that Mr. Taylor transported his criminal
empire from Liberia to Sierra Leone.
The Prosecution cross-examination of Mr. Taylor continues.
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The Washington Post
Thursday, 4 February 2010
Televangelist denies 'quid pro quo' with ex-Liberian president
By Colum Lynch
Washington Post Staff Writer
UNITED NATIONS -- Former Liberian president Charles Taylor, testifying in his war crimes trial in The
Hague on Thursday, said that his government had awarded American televangelist Pat Robertson a gold
mining concession in 1999 and that Robertson later offered to lobby the Bush administration on the
government's behalf.
The revelations came in the midst of Taylor's U.N.-backed trial on 11 counts of committing war crimes
and crimes against humanity during Sierra Leone's 1990s civil war. Taylor is accused of directing a Sierra
Leonean rebel group, the United Revolutionary Front, in a campaign aimed at securing access to the
country's diamond mines. The rebel movement stands accused of committing mass atrocities in the West
African country in the late 1990s, including the mutilation of thousands of civilians.
Prosecutors at the Special Court for Sierra Leone contend that Taylor offered concessions to Westerners
in exchange for lobbying work aimed at enhancing his image in the United States. They maintain that he
also spent an additional $2.6 million paying lobbying and public relations firms to influence in his favor
the policies of former presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush.
Under cross-examination, Taylor said that Robertson had volunteered to argue Liberia's case before U.S.
officials and that he had had spoken directly to Bush about Taylor. He also confirmed that Robertson's
company, Freedom Gold, signed an agreement to exploit gold in southeastern Liberia, but that it never
generated any profit.
"Mr. Taylor, indeed at one point you said that you can count on Pat Robertson to get Washington on your
side," the lead prosecution counsel, Col. Brenda Hollis, a former U.S. Air Force officer, said to him.

Taylor replied, "I don't recall the exact words, but something to that effect."
A spokesman for Robertson, Chris Roslan, confirmed that Robertson was awarded a gold exploration
concession by the Liberian government during the 1990s. But he said that there was "no quid pro quo" to
provide the government with anything in return. Roslan said that Freedom Gold is no longer in operation
and has never found any gold.
"This concession was granted by the Liberian government to promote economic activity and alleviate the
suffering of the people of Liberia following a terrible civil war," Roslan said, adding that Robertson never
met Taylor or paid him any money. "Freedom Gold accomplished this by employing some 200 Liberians
in addition to providing humanitarian efforts, including free medical care and installation of clean water
wells for area residents."
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 4 February 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

International Clips on West Africa
Guinea

Guinea’s new PM says elections may take time
02/03/2010 7:35 AM
(AP) CONAKRY, Guinea - Guinea’s new prime minister says a presidential election meant to bring
civilian rule may not be held within six months. A breakthrough agreement reached last month had
called for a vote to take place within that timeframe.
But Jean-Marie Dore, a longtime opposition leader, told Guineans late Tuesday that it will take time
to appoint competent ministers to a transitional unity government. Guinea’s military leader Capt.
Moussa "Dadis" Camara, who seized power in a December 2008 coup, agreed last month not to
return to the West African country. He is recuperating in Burkina Faso after surviving an
assassination attempt. Prior to the 2008 coup, Guinea had had two dictators since independence
from France, both of whom died in office.

Sierra Leone
Sierra Leone boosted by World Bank

www.globalpost.com/dispatch/africa/100202/world-bank-sierra-leone
February 4, 2010 06:42 ET
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone — The president of the World Bank swept through Sierra Leone pledging
more than $140 million in aid and commending President Ernest Koroma on his efforts to curb
corruption and enhance the business sector. Robert Zoellick spent two days in Sierra Leone last
week, assessing how the country is coping nearly eight years after its civil war and during a global
recession. “I see Sierra Leone as a country that has made substantial progress and wanted to show
support for what president and parliament have achieved,” said Zoellick. Sierra Leone, with a
population of 6.4 million has a GDP per capita of $900, according to the CIA World Factbook. The
country's economy is centered on agriculture, with almost half of its $2.1 billion GDP, 49 percent,
coming from the agricultural sector. Zoellick said Sierra Leone’s growth rate would fall between 5
and 6 percent in 2009, despite a slowdown in recent years. “I think one of the positive stories for the
country is that the rate of growth had gotten close to 10 percent a year — 8 percent,” he said. “One
needs to recognize that countries such as Sierra Leone were suffering a food and fuel crisis before
there was a financial crisis.”

Cote D’Ivoire
Row over toxic waste payout
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The guardian weekly
Thursday February 4th 2010
The British law firm tasked with distributing $47m to thousands of toxic waste victims has been
ordered by a court in Ivory Coast to transfer the cash to a local organisation, raising fears that it will
be stolen. The compensation was agreed by the oil trader Trafigura in September to settle a class
action suit in London brought by the lawyers Leigh Day on behalf of 30,000 victims in the West
African country. The money was paid directly into Leigh Day’s account in the Ivorian capital, Abidjan,
in accordance with the English court’s ruling that the law firm should share out the cash. But a local
judge froze the account after one of the dozens of people representing communities affected by the
toxic waste in Abidjan claimed that he should be responsible for distributing the compensation. The
case, supported by the local state prosecutor, moved to the court of appeal, which has ordered that
the money be transferred to the account of Claude Gouhourou. Leigh Day must also hand over its
out-of-court agreement with Trafigura and victim list.

Local Media – Newspaper

JPC Releases 2009 Situation Report…Cautions Individuals Indicted To “Shut Up”
(Daily Observer, New Republic, National Chronicle, The Analyst, The News, The Inquirer, FrontPage)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC) have released its Annual 2009 Situation
Report calling on individuals indicted by the truth and Reconciliation Report (TRC) to “shut
up”.
JPC National Director, Counsellor. Augustine Toe told a news conference Wednesday,
declaration for public office in 2011 would be the wrong thing to do for now.
Cllr. Toe believes the TRC document first needs to be thoroughly debated and a national
consensus reached.
He said the class action suit filed by the indicted individuals remains one of the best means by
which the TRC issue can be approached.
According to the JPC boss anyone who feels injured by the action or conduct of another
person or institution should seek remedy to law.
Meanwhile, the JPC has also called for a comprehensive audit of the General Auditing
Commission (GAC) including all the three branches of Government.
The nearly fifteen-page Situation Report disclosed, over 600 persons are in pre-trial detention
at the Monrovia Central Prison and described prison facilities outside Monrovia as devastating.

China Renews Commitment To Liberia’s Development
(Daily Observer, The Inquirer and The Informer)
•
•
•
•

Chinese Ambassador to Liberia Zhou Yuxiao says no amount of tragic events will deter
Chinese commitment to Liberia.
Speaking at the funeral service of a Chinese construction engineer, Jia Dayou, Ambassador
Zhou said China will continue to work selflessly for the economic and social growth of the
country.
According to doctors, Mr. Jia who was assigned at the construction site of the China-aided
Agriculture Demonstration Centre at the Central Agricultural Research Institute in Bong
County died of cerebral malaria.
Deputy Foreign Minister, William Bull expressed condolence to the government and people of
China for the death of Mr. Jia.

Over US$ 51.6 Million Lost in Duty Free Privileges
(New Democrat)
•

[SIC] The Ministry of Finance has reported that Government lost over 51.6 million in revenue
due to duty free exemption on general goods and other imported commodities.
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•

•

In it annual report the Ministry indicated that Government officials including Legislators,
Military personnel, multi-national companies and the United Nations Mission in Liberia(UNMIL)
were the prime beneficiaries of duty-free privileges.
The report noted that the misuse of the duty-free scheme by some government officials and
institutions was causing problem for revenue generation.

WHO-Liberia Predicts More HIV/AIDS Cases in The Country If Testing and Counselling
Sites are Not Improved
(New Democrat)
•
•

•

The World Health Organization has predicted an increase in HIV/AIDS cases in Liberia in the
coming years.
Speaking Wednesday in Monrovia during the opening of a joint programme support workshop
on tentative agenda on HIV/AIDS, WHO Representative, Dr. Nestor Ndaryimirje said if the
current 91 testing and counselling sites in the country are not increased there is a risk of
getting more cases amongst the population.
For his part, the head of the HIV/AIDS Commission, Dr. Ivan Camanor conceded that there
was little in the country to respond to the pandemic but said all was being done to improve
the situation so as to prevent the spread of the disease in the country.

High-Power Indian Government Delegation In the Country
(The Analyst)
•
•
•
•
•

The Minister of Overseas Indian Affairs, Vayalar Ravi is in the country on a two-day official
visit.
A release quoting the Honorary Consulate General of India said Mr. Ravi’s visit to Liberia is
part of an African tour, which took him to a number of African countries before coming to
Liberia.
While in the country, the Indian government official will meet withvsome senior Liberian
government officials, including the Vice President of Liberia, Joseph N. Boakai. He is also
expected to meet with Indian citizens residing in Liberia.
Mr. Ravi is the second senior Indian Government Minister to visit Liberia in four months.
In September last year, the Minister of State for External Affairs, Dr. Shashi Tharoor paid an
official visit to Liberia, the first in 40 years by a senior official of the Indian Government.

Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am)
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)

Risk Management Seminar Opens In Gbarnga
• A two-day National Disaster Risk Management Policy workshop organized by the Ministry of
Internal Affairs in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has
opened in Gbarnga, Bong County.
• Acting Internal Affairs Minister Peter Karmei speaking at the programme reminded the
participants of the need to join government in the fight against disasters.
• Speaking earlier, UNDP Country Director Dominic Sam described the workshop as a
significant step in government’s quest to respond to disasters and called for the setting up of
a coordination mechanism to ensure disaster management becomes a reality in Liberia.
• The workshop is attended by local government officials and civil society organizations from
across the Country.
Ex-rebel Leader says President Sirleaf Second-Term Bid Should be Seen as a Challenge
• The former Leader of the Liberia United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) rebel group
Sekou Damante Conneh says President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf’s bid for the 2011 election
should be seen as a challenge to all politicians.
• Mr. Conneh said the President’s declaration must inspire all politicians to prepare themselves
and move the process of democracy forward.
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Liberia Surgical Outreach Gets Support
• The Liberia Surgical Outreach Programme (LISOP) has received a land cruiser jeep to help
facilitate its operation across rural Liberia.
• The Deputy Chief Executive Officer of Lone Star Communications Corporation, Stephen
Fleming said the company was moved by the invaluable humanitarian surgical campaigns
being carried out by the group.
• Mr. Fleming said LISOP has continued to render free surgical services to the Country’s
population amidst the challenges.
• For his part, the head of the LISOP, Dr. Peter Coleman commended Lone Star for the
donation describing it as a humanitarian gesture.
• He said the donation has re-energized his team to go out and render free surgical services
throughout the Country.
(Also reported on Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
DEA Arrests 38-year-old Suspected Drug Trafficker In Bong County
• The Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) in Bong County has arrested a suspected drug trafficker
with thirty kilograms of Marijuana with a street value at ninety thousand Liberian Dollars.
• Emmanuel Bondo, 38 was arrested Tuesday in Tokpapolu, Salala District and is believed to be
a notorious drug trafficker.
• According to the DEA officer in charge in Bong County, Col. Alphonso Rancy suspect Bondo
has over the years resisted arrest.
• Col. Rancy said the arrest of suspect Bondo, who has been charged and sent to court, is a
significant step in the Agency’s effort to ensure a drug free county.
Former Warlord Turned Politician Opposes Military Rule
• Nimba County Senator Prince Johnson says he still maintains his opposition to military rule in
Liberia.
• Senator Johnson said his declaration for the Liberian presidency does not in anyway change
this philosophy.
• The Nimba lawmaker, who led the Independent National Patriotic front of Liberia rebel group
during the Liberian civil conflict, said he still maintains his philosophy as reflected in the title
of his book “The Gun That Liberates Should Not Rule” and that his presidential intention must
not be equated with his belief.
• Senator Johnson however dismissed reports that if elected no educated person would serve in
his government.

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)
China Renews Commitment To Liberia

****
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide
Thursday, 4 February 2010
Sudan condemns ICC ruling on Bashir genocide charges
By Vessela Evrova

The Hague,
Netherlands

Sudan has
condemned a
ruling by the
International
Criminal Court
(ICC) that
judges must
reconsider
whether to
charge Sudan’s
President Omar Hassan al-Bashir with genocide.
Appeals Court judges in The Hague on Wednesday overruled an earlier decision that the prosecutors’
charges did not meet the threshold for the most serious crime. ‘Genocide’ requires the intent to destroy, in
whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, and includes the forcible transfer of
children or inflicting serious bodily or mental harm.
Al Bashir was indicted March last year on seven counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity.
ICC's Chief Prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo appealed the earlier decision and accused Bashir of
subjecting thousands of civilians from the Fur, Masalit and Zaghawa groups to acts of murder and
extermination.
According to Mr Dismas Nkunda, Chair of Darfur Consortium and Co-director of International Refugee
Rights Initiative in Uganda, the argument made by the ICC Appeals Chamber was based on a “legal
decision…[basically] there was a standard of proof that was not followed by the prosecution that made the
initial decision.”
The Sudanese government refuses to cooperate and has called the ruling a political move with destructive
intentions. “Sudan has already rejected any decisions by the ICC, so it’s not surprising at all”, Nkunda
stated.
Negotiators for the Justice and Equality Movement in Sudan have welcomed the ruling, saying it is a
victory for the people of the war-torn region: "We believe that what we have seen on the ground in Darfur
amounts to a crime of genocide." They have also said that it is an ethical dilemma to negotiate with a
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government accused of committing genocidal crimes against the people of Sudan.
What can happen once the case goes back to the judges is that “genocide charges will be included”, says
Nkunda. “The decision is not yet final”.
Immunity
What would then be an alternative under Sudan’s own judicial system? According to the Constitution of
Sudan, the Head of State certainly has a lot of immunities that prevent him from being tried within the
country. In that regard, “the International Criminal Court is [indeed] the best place to try al Bashir”, says
Nkunda.
After the UN referred the case to Ocampo in 2005, The Special Criminal Courts on the Events in Darfur
(SCCED) was established. Rights organisations have, however, reported that it has failed to bring justice
to the region's victims of war crimes. "The cases before the court so far involve ordinary crimes, like theft
and receiving stolen goods - which don't begin to reflect the massive scale of destruction in Darfur,"
Human Rights Watch (HRW) said.
Presidency challenged?
In view of the upcoming presidential elections in Sudan, it is uncertain whether al Bashir’s candidacy will
be affected by the indictment and arrest warrant issued. In fact, his credibility to stand for president has
already been critiqued.
“A person who has been indicted by the International Criminal Court has no moral authority of standing
for presidency, [he] doesn’t have the right qualifications”, says Nkunda, but the decision “rightly lies with
the voters of Sudan…they are the ones who make the decision whether a person who has an arrest warrant
[hanging] over his head can really be a functional head of state”.
Conversely, Elise Keppler – of the International Justice Program at HRW - claims there are in fact
“precedents for candidates in election being caught in a criminal process of a serious crime at the same
time that they are running for elections.”
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Daily Nation (Kenya)
Thursday, 4 February 2010
Hague throws out bid to stop Ocampo case
ICC judges said the application by professors Max Hilaire and William Cohen would not help them reach
a decision on whether Mr Ocampo should be allowed to start investigations into the crimes committed in
Kenya during the post election violence.
By BERNARD NAMUNANE
An attempt by two Americans to block investigations into possible crimes against humanity in Kenya has
been defeated. The two professors had sought to stop International Criminal Court prosecutor Luis
Moreno-Ocampo from taking over the post-election violence cases.
They had gone to the court and asked to appear as friends of the court but their request was turned down.
The ruling by the ICC judges came as the Cabinet approved a Bill, which wants the Witness Protection
Agency created to guarantee the safety of potential witnesses.
The three-judge bench, in their ruling on Wednesday, said the application by professors Max Hilaire and
William Cohen would not help them reach a decision on whether Mr Ocampo should be allowed to start
investigations into the crimes committed during the post election violence.
The two professors wanted to appear before the three judges as Amicus Curiae (friends of the court) and
said they would raise objections aimed at stopping The Hague from taking over the Kenyan case.
“The Chamber, having examined the Amicus Curiae application and in particular, the different issues
proposed by the applicants... is of the view that the proposed submission of observations would not assist
in reaching a proper determination on the prosecutor’s request. Accordingly, the applicants’ request to
appear as amicus curiae must be rejected,” the judges said.
Judges Ekaterina Trendafilova, Hans-Peter Kaul and Cuno Tarfusser are hearing Mr Ocampo’s request to
be allowed to open investigations into crimes committed during the poll violence after the Kenyan
Government failed to set up a local tribunal.
They also threw out Mr Ocampo’s arguments against the Americans’ objections, saying they were
pointless now that the professors’ bid to join the case had been rejected. This means the judges can now
begin to consider Mr Ocampo’s request to take over the Kenyan case.
Justice minister Mutula Kilonzo welcomed the development saying: “I am very pleased with the ruling
and it is an indication that the court could authorise the investigations sooner. I salute the Pre-Trial
Chamber because this is a very good development.”

He said the professors’ attempt to join the case was intended to delay ruling on whether Mr Ocampo can
begin investigations into the suit. “I have said before that their application was an unnecessary
interference. How can citizens of a country that is not a member of the ICC seek to block the
investigations? It leaves a lot of questions,” he said.
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Mr Ocampo went before the three judges, called the Pre-Trial Chamber, on November 26 after President
Kibaki and Prime Minister Raila Odinga refused to hand over the case. However, on January 11, Prof
Hilaire and Prof Cohn submitted an application to appear as friends of the court with the intention of
challenging Mr Ocampo’s request. On January 15, the prosecutor asked to be allowed to respond to the
issues raised by the Americans.
In Nairobi, the Cabinet, chaired by President Kibaki, approved the Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill
of 2009, which, if passed by the MPs, will create a powerful Witness Protection agency. The agency will
be independent and funded directly from the public purse.
A brief from the Presidential Press Services (PPS) said: “The Cabinet has today (Thursday) approved the
Witness Protection Bill for submission to Parliament. The Bill proposes the establishment of an
autonomous agency for the protection of prosecution witnesses, especially in major offences.”
It said the Bill borrows heavily from best practices in other countries. “Once in place, Kenya will be the
third country in Africa to have such an agency,” it said. The Bill is a government response to both local
and international demands to enact a law that will stop suspects from intimidating and threatening
potential witnesses.
So far, six potential witnesses of the violence have been threatened and gone into hiding. The Kenya
National Commission for Human Rights says it has received many complaints from victims of the
violence. Chaired by a director who will be a lawyer, the agency will run a programme to secure
witnesses, conceal their identity, sometimes giving them new identities and moving them to new homes if
the need arises.
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Reuters
Friday, 5 February 2010
Not clear if Gaza war probes are credible
By International Justice Desk

New York, United
States of America
New York, United
States of America

UN SecretaryGeneral Ban Ki-moon
cast doubt on
Thursday on the
credibility of Israeli
and Palestinian investigations into UN allegations of war crimes during the 2008-2009 war in the Gaza
Strip.
In a cautiously worded message to the UN General Assembly, Ban acknowledged Israel and the
Palestinian Authority were looking into the behaviour of Israeli soldiers and Palestinian militants as
demanded by a resolution the 192 nation assembly approved in November.
But Ban withheld judgment on whether the probes were "independent, credible and in conformity with
international standards."
"No determination can be made on the implementation of the resolution by the parties concerned," Ban
said in the letter that accompanied the documents given to him by the Israelis and the Palestinian
Authority about their investigations.

One senior Western diplomat described Ban's letter as "deadpan and procedural." It was not immediately
clear what, if anything, the General Assembly would do in response.
More than 1,400 Palestinians and 13 Israelis died after Israel launched Operation Cast Lead against Gaza
to try to end rocket fire against its cities. Critics charged that Israel used excessive and indiscriminate
firepower but Israel blamed the militants for hiding among civilians.
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Goldstone report
The General Assembly resolution was a response to a UN report issued last September by an investigative
panel headed by South African jurist Richard Goldstone.
The Goldstone report said the Israeli army and Palestinian militants committed war crimes during the
conflict from late December 2008 to mid January 2009 but focused more on Israel.
It also said that if Israel and the Palestinians failed to carry out credible investigations, the matter should
be referred to the International Criminal Court in The Hague.
Both the Jewish state and the Islamist group Hamas, which controls the Gaza Strip, have rejected the
suggestion they might have been responsible for war crimes.

Fury and cooperation
"I have called upon all of the parties to carry out credible domestic investigations," Ban said in the letter.
"I hope that such steps will be taken wherever there are credible allegations of human rights abuses."
Last week, Ban received a document from Israel defending its handling of complaints over its conduct in
the Gaza war.
The Palestinian Authority, which has no control over Gaza and played no direct role in that conflict, gave
the United Nations details of a commission of inquiry it had set up, along with preliminary findings.
Hamas said it gave the United Nations a response to the Goldstone report rejecting the charges against its
fighters. The Hamas response was not included in Ban's message to the General Assembly.
Israel had refused to cooperate with Goldstone and angrily rejected his findings. Last week, Israeli
Defense Minister Ehud Barak called the report "distorted, biased and unbalanced."
But after the General Assembly called on Israel and the Palestinians in November to investigate
Goldstone's charges and asked Ban to report back within three months, Israel decided it would provide the
UN chief with information.
Despite its fury at Goldstone's report, Israel last month paid $10.5 million to the United Nations for
damage to UN property during the Gaza war.
Source: Reuters

