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Prosecutor: Pat Robeertson Had Gold Deal With African Dictator
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The Inquirer
Monday, 08 February 2010
'I Did Not Host Sam Bockarie For Ulterior Motive___Taylor

Former president Charles Taylor
The Prosecution of the Special Court said Mr. Charles
Taylor had hidden motive for keeping Former Sierra
Leone rebel leader, Sam Bockarie and hundreds of his
fighters in Monrovia. But Mr. Taylor said Bockarie was
not a threat to the Security of Sierra Leone. The
Prosecution, in its cross-examination of the former
Liberian leader on Tuesday disclosed that Mr. Taylor, as
President of Liberia spent millions of dollars on
international Public Relations firms to clean up the bad
image of his government. Mr. Taylor admitted and said
the millions spent were inadequate. John Kollie transcribes reports from The Hague for the BBC World
Service Trust…
Prosecution Lawyer, Brenda Hollis said Mr. Taylor refused to surrender the Sierra Leone rebel leader
after several appeals from the Sierra Leone Government. Miss Hollis told the court Mr. Taylor kept the
Sierra Leone rebels in Monrovia for reasons other than peace in that West African country. The former
Liberian President said he refused to repatriate Bockarie to Sierra Leone because the former rebel leader
posed no danger to the peace of that country in 1999. Several leaders of the Revolutionary United Front
which Sam Bockarie headed were tried and convicted for amputating and murdering thousands of
civilians during the Sierra Leone decade-long civil war. The Prosecution also disclosed to the court on
Tuesday that Mr. Taylor spent more than one million dollars from the national coffer of impoverished
Liberia to fight the bad image of his government in the international community. The prosecution told the
court further that Mr. Taylor hired the services of former U.S Secretary of State for African Affairs,
Herman Cohen, and several public relations firms to improve his image.
The Former Liberian Leader admitted spending that amount and further said the amount spent by him was
insignificant. Mean while, the Special Court in The Hague has announced that there will be no sitting on
Wednesday for Mr. Taylor's trial. Court room number two where Mr. Taylor is being tried will be used
for other trials. The war crimes trial of Mr. Taylor resumes on Thursday.
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Star Radio (Liberia)
Friday, 6 February 2010
Taylor again declares innocence…as prosecution ends cross-examination
Written by Matthias Daffah
The Prosecution of the Special Court for Sierra Leone has concluded its nearly two month crossexamination of accused Former Liberian President, Charles Taylor.
Mr. Taylor again said he is not guilty of all the charges levied against him.
The Prosecution also expressed doubt over Mr Taylor’s account for surrendering the Liberian presidency
in 2003.
Mr. Taylor said he left for the sake of peace, but the Prosecutors told the court Mr. Taylor’s account is not
true.
Mr. Taylor told the Judges the United States and Great Britain led a ‘’let’s get Taylor conspiracy,’’ which
brought him to the Special Court.
Mr. Taylor said Former Nigerian President, Olusegun Obassanjo who provided a temporary asylum for
him was pressured by the United States to have him arrested.
The Former Liberian Leader said the pressure made Mr. Obassanjo to yield to the conspiracy theory.
But the Prosecution said it was Mr. Taylor’s alleged miserable performance in Liberia and his criminal
deeds in the West African State of Sierra Leone that brought him to court.

.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 5 February 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Vayalar Ravi out of danger after accident in Liberia
Hindustan Times February 05, 2010- Minister of Overseas Affairs Vayalar Ravi is out of danger after a
car accident in Liberia, the Indian High Commissioner here said today, even as his visit to Nigeria has
been cancelled. Ravi was scheduled to visit Nigeria today. A speeding driver rammed into Ravi's car in
Monrovia, the capital city of Liberia on Thursday while he was heading to board a flight to Nigeria.
Indian High Commissioner to Nigeria Mahesh Sachdev said the Minister was taken to John F Kennedy
Medical Centre in the capital city for medical treatment and may be evacuated to Abidjan, the capital of
Cote d’Ivoire if the need arises. The High Commissioner said he spoke with officials in Monrovia who said
the injury is not dangerous. Ambassador to Cote d'Ivoire with concurrent accreditation to Liberia
Shamma Jain was also injured in the accident. Ravi is on a nine day tour of African countries namely,
Ghana, Tanzania, Kenya, Liberia and Nigeria from January 29 to February 6, 2010. As a result of the
accident, the minister's Nigeria visit has been cancelled.

Televangelist denies 'quid pro quo' with ex-Liberian president
Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, February 4, 2010; 7:49 PM
UNITED NATIONS -- Former Liberian president Charles Taylor, testify in his war crimes trial in The
Hague on Thursday, said that his government had awarded American televangelist Pat Robertson a gold
mining concession in 1999 and that Robertson later offered to lobby the Bush administration on the
government's behalf. The revelations came in the midst of Taylor's U.N.-backed trial on 11 counts of
committing war crimes and crimes against humanity during Sierra Leone's 1990s civil war. Taylor is
accused of directing a Sierra Leonean rebel group, the United Revolutionary Front, in a campaign aimed
at securing access to the country's diamond mines. The rebel movement stands accused of committing
mass atrocities in the West African country in the late 1990s, including the mutilation of thousands of
civilians.

International Clips on West Africa
Guinea

Man blamed for Guinea massacre: Ready for trial
The Associated Press
Friday, February 5, 2010
CONAKRY, Guinea -- The man who tried to assassinate Guinea's now-exiled junta leader and has
been blamed for a September massacre says he's ready to face international justice. Lt. Abubakar
"Toumba" Diakite, in an interview with Radio France International aired Friday, said he was only
following orders and is willing to go in front of an international commission or court. He also asked
Guinea's transitional leader to pardon him. An investigative commission in Guinea on Tuesday
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blamed Diakite and a group of soldiers from the presidential guard for the massacre. Diakite, who
remains in hiding, has said he shot junta leader Moussa "Dadis" Camara in the head because Camara
wanted him to take the blame for the massacre that killed at least 156 people.

Cote D’Ivoire
Newspaper suspended in the Ivory Coast
Friday, February 05, 2010

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AFP) -- The national press council (CNP) in Ivory Coast has suspended an
opposition daily, Le Patriote, for three days after an attack on aides to President Laurent Gbagbo,
official sources said yesterday. In a statement, the council condemned articles published at the end
of January in Le Patriote, which is the mouthpiece of the Rally of Republicans (RDR) led by former
prime minister and presidential candidate Alassane Ouattara. Le Patriote struck out last month at
certain members of Gbabo's Ivorian Popular Front, including Interior Minister Desire Tagro, calling
them "enemies of the peace".
The CNP accused the paper of "an attack on social ethics, and an incitation to tribalism, xenophobia
and revolt". The paper's editor in chief, Emmanuel Kore, described the suspension as arbitrary,
telling AFP that other papers "pillory politicians and are never bothered for it, because they're close
to the authorities".

Local Media – Newspaper

Following Road Accident in The Country, Indian Officials Airlifted for Further Treatment
(Daily Observer, The News, The Inquirer and New Vision)
•
•
•
•
•

The Liberian Government has announced that India’s Minister for Overseas Affairs, Vayalar
Ravi has been airlifted to neighbouring Ivory Coast for further medical treatment.
The Indian Government Minister and Indian Ambassador to Liberia, Shamma Jain were
yesterday involved in a road accident along the Monrovia-Robertsfield Highway.
An Executive Mansion statement said the incident occurred when a taxi cab hit the vehicle
they were travelling in while en route to the Roberts International Airport.
The Indian officials had just concluded a two-day visit to the country.
Meanwhile, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is back in the country after attending 14th annual
summit of the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Japan, UNICEF Sign Nearly US$1.8M Grant
(The Informer)
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Government of Japan and the UN Children Fund have signed nearly US$1.8 million grant
assistance for Liberian Children.
The money is to sponsor a two-year programme to prevent infectious diseases affecting
children in the country.
Japanese Ambassador to Liberia, Kelichi Katakami said the project aims to reduce the high
under-five mortality rate by improving immunization.
Ambassador Katakami who signed for his Government said the project will also build capacity
at the community level to reduce child mortality in the country.
UNICEF Representative to Liberia, Isabel Crowley thanked Japan for the numerous
contributions to improving the health of Liberian children.
At the same time, Deputy Health Minister, Tornorla Varpilah described Japan and UNICEF as
key partners who continue to support the health pillar of the poverty reduction strategy.

World Bank Say 48% of Its Projects Implemented
(The News and The Punch)
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•
•
•
•
•
•

The World Bank says it is please with the level of implementation of its funded projects in
Liberia.
Speaking at the end of a two-day portfolio performance review with government on
Wednesday, World Bank Country Manager, Dr. Ohene Nyanin said the bank has implemented
about 48 percent of its projects in Liberia.
Dr. Nyanin said the bank is also satisfied with the level of commitment shown by government
and those contracted to carryout ongoing development projects.
The World Bank Country Manager disclosed that the bank’s total portfolio since its reengagement with Liberia is put at US$226 million.
The bank is funding 12 major projects in Liberia ranging from transport and infrastructure to
health and agriculture.
Deputy Finance Minister for Administration, Tarnue Mawolo speaking on behalf of government
said the World Bank is a critical partner for development in Liberia saying the bank has
provided the avenue for funding and leading the way for resource availability.

Former Junior Government Minister Acquitted for “Theft of Property”
(The Parrot, The Inquirer and Liberian Journal)
•
•
•
•

Former Assistant Postal Affairs Minister, Terry Genesis has been acquitted by Criminal Court
“C” for corruption charges brought against him by Goverment.
The former Minister was on trial after he was dismissed by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf for
stealing close to US$30,000 an amount generated for power theft.
Mr. Genesis he has repeatedly denied the charge saying he was innocent of the crime.
Meanwhile, Mr. Genesis has threatened to sue government for defamation of his character
vowing to continue to expose any act of corruption.

Joint U.S.-Liberia Business Delegation in the Country on Assessment
(The Analyst)
•
•
•
•

The joint Liberian-American trade delegation is in the country to establish branches.
Some of the companies, Falx Global, Terrametrics, LLC Civil Works Inc, Liber Enterprise, Café
Liberia, International Timber Export and Gancrete will invest in several areas including health,
technology, construction and timber export among others.
Liberian Embassy officials in the U.S. accompanied the delegation to Liberia saying the
companies were vetted and found to be genuine prior to their visit.
Meanwhile, the visiting trade delegation has paid courtesy calls on the Monrovia City
Corporation (MCC) and the National Port Authority (NPA).

Confirmation of Human Rights Commissioners Suffers Yet another Setback
(The Inquirer, National Chronicle)
•
•
•
•
•

The much-expected confirmation of nominees of the Independent National Human Rights
Commission (INHRC) has suffered yet another setback in the Liberian Senate.
The presidential nominees were recently rejected by the plenary of the Liberian Senate
following nearly six months of vetting process carried out by the Liberian Senate.
However, a motion for reconsideration over the rejection of the INHRC Commissioners was
filed by Sinoe County Senator, Mobutu Nyepan.
The motion was passed yesterday following nearly six hours of closed door session.
Senate Spokesman, Varney Gbessay told legislative reporters minutes following the Executive
Session that the nominees will be vetted again as was done by the committee to know
whether they are credible enough and have the requisite credentials to serve on the Human
Rights Commission.

Cash Transfers to the Most Vulnerable Households in Liberia
(The Informer, Daily Observer)
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•
•
•
•
•

The Government of Liberia with support from its partners UNICEF, the European Commission
and the Government of Japan yesterday launched the first cash transfer pilot scheme in
Liberia.
The programme is intended to help reduce poverty, hunger and starvation in extremely poor
and labour constrained households living in the pilot area and for children to realize their
basic rights to education and nutrition.
Delivering the keynote address, Planning and Economic Affairs Minister, Amara Konneh called
for the donor community’s continued support in the area of social protection of vulnerable
groups in Liberia.
The initial pilot scheme will be implemented for a period of two years in Bomi County.
According to Liberia’s 2008 Poverty Reduction Strategy, Bomi was identified as one of the
poorest regions in the country based on basic socio-economic indicators.

Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am)

President Sirleaf Pays Un-announced Visit to National Legislature
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has paid an unannounced visit to the National Legislature.
• During the visit, President Sirleaf held talks with President Pro-tempore Cletus Wotorson.
• Speaking to journalists, the President said her meeting with the Pro-Temp focused on her trip
to the just-ended AU summit.
• Meanwhile, the Liberian Leader has welcomed criticism of her second-term declaration at the
National Legislature saying it was part of the democratic process.
Japan, UNICEF Sign Nearly US$1.8M Grant
World Bank Say 48% of Its Projects Implemented

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 10:00 am)

Following Road Accident in The Country, Indian Officials Airlifted for Further Treatment
Chinese Government to Complete New Health Ministry Complex
• Chinese Ambassador to Liberia, Zhou YuXiao said his Government has reconsidered the
completion of the new Health Ministry Complex in the Congo Town suburb.
• In an interview, Ambassador Zhou said the decision to now complete the new Health Minister
building followed a request from the Liberian Government.
• He said as a result of accepting the request, a structural and design team were in the country
to asses the building.
• The Chinese envoy said the structure when completed in one or two years time will be turned
over to the Liberian Government.
• It can be recalled that former Chinese Ambassador to Liberia, Lin Songtian during his tenure
ruled out the possibility of his Government completing the new Health Ministry structure
started by the Taiwanese Government.
Former Junior Government Minister Acquitted for “Theft of Property”
Joint U.S.- Liberian Trade Delegation in the Country on Assessment
****

15

BBC Online
Saturday, 6 February 2010
Son of Charles Taylor ordered to pay torture damages
By Emilio San Pedro
BBC News, Miami

A US judge has ordered the son of ex-Liberian
President Charles Taylor to pay more than
$22m (£14m) to five people tortured during its
civil war.
The abuses were carried out by a paramilitary
unit led by the son, Charles McArthur
Emmanuel Taylor.
Charles Taylor, father of Chuckie, is
on trial at the Hague
It comes a year after Taylor, known as
Chuckie, was sentenced to 97 years in prison by the same Miami federal
court.
He was the first person convicted by a US court of committing human
rights abuses outside the US.
The five Liberians had testified before the court that they had been
tortured and abused by the Anti-Terrorist Unit - the official title by which
the group Mr Taylor ran was known.
They said they had been held in pits in the jungle that were filled chesthigh with water, had been exposed to electric shocks to the genitals and
other body parts and had witnessed the killing of others by the
paramilitaries.
At the end of the civil trial last week, Mr Taylor, a US citizen currently in
prison in Illinois, dismissed the torture allegations as deceptive
propaganda.
However, human rights groups have welcomed this latest ruling against
him.
They say it is a move that might serve as a warning to others who commit
similar abuses that they will be held accountable for their actions.
Mr Taylor's father is currently on trial in The Hague.
He faces 11 charges including murder and rape in connection with the civil
war in Sierra Leone in the 1990s.
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WAR DON DON
Wardoddonfilm.Com

Film Synopsis
In the heart of Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone, United Nations soldiers guard a heavily fortified
building known as the “special court.” Inside, Issa Sesay awaits his trial.
Prosecutors say Sesay is a war criminal, guilty of crimes against humanity. His defenders say he is a
reluctant fighter who protected civilians and played a crucial role in bringing peace.
WAR DON DON tells the story of a sensational trial with unprecedented access to prosecutors, defense
attorneys, victims and, from behind bars, Sesay himself.
In Krio, war don don means “the war is over,” and although today Sierra Leone is at peace, the specter of
war remains ever-present. Can the trial of one man uncover the truth of a traumatic past? International
justice is on trial for the world to see.
Director’s Statement
Rebecca Richman Cohen
After each nauseating commission of mass atrocity, the world asserts, “never again.” Though the
international community has yet to engineer a way to enforce this proclamation, it has tried to employ
international criminal prosecutions as a means to deter leaders from committing similar abominations in
the act of waging war. International tribunals have been created to deal with the atrocities that ravaged
Rwanda, the former Yugoslavia, and Cambodia, and each one has expended millions of dollars in an
effort to repair damaged nations and to deny impunity to those responsible for the atrocities.
In the summer of 2006 I sat behind bulletproof glass in the observer gallery of the Special Court for Sierra
Leone, the world's first international war crimes "hybrid tribunal," created jointly by the United Nations
and the government of Sierra Leone. At the time I was working not as a filmmaker, but as a law student
and legal intern for a defense team. Though I was assigned to work on the case of the AFRC-accused,
Alex Tamba Brima, I found myself drawn to observe the trial of the leader of a different warring faction.
From my seat in the gallery of the RUF-accused trial, I first observed Issa Sesay, a former rebel leader
accused of crimes against humanity and a key player in the peace negotiations – and I was fascinated by
the range of roles that one man could assume amidst the intensity of such a brutal conflict. I became
convinced that the story of his trial needed to reach a larger audience. Combining my legal experience in
criminal defense with my background as a filmmaker, I realized that a documentary film could
communicate the complexities of Sesay's rise and fall from power.
In 2010 the Special Court for Sierra Leone prepares to be the first major war crimes tribunal to conclude
its cases since the Trials at Nuremberg more than sixty years ago. This landmark moment in international
criminal justice is a timely call for introspection, dialogue, and critical analysis. I hope WAR DON
DON offers an insider's view about the complex moral, political, and legal questions that issue from
rebuilding lawless and war torn nations - and will inspire thoughtful debate about the future of
international criminal justice.
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BBC Online
Wednesday, 3 February 2010
Bashir Genocide Charges to be reconsidered
President Bashir has continued to avoid arrest under the ICC warrant
The International Criminal Court will reconsider bringing genocide charges against Sudan's president
after judges upheld an appeal by prosecutors.
Last year, an ICC warrant was issued for President Omar al-Bashir for war crimes in Darfur.
The Hague court's pre-trial chamber will now have to rule on whether to add three counts of genocide.
A top Sudanese official said the ruling was politically motivated, while rebels in Darfur welcomed it.
We are not bothering actually what the ICC will say, whether it includes genocide or not
Prosecutors say Mr Bashir's government sought to wipe out three ethnic groups.
They argued last year that it had intended to destroy the Fur, Masalit and Zaghawa peoples.
If genocide charges are now brought, they will be the first to be issued by the ICC against a sitting head of
state.
African and Arab leaders have rallied around Mr Bashir and several nations have refused to honour the
existing warrant.
Mr Bashir was travelling to Qatar for a one-day visit on Wednesday for talks on peace in Darfur with the
Qatari leader, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifah al-Thani, Sudanese state radio said.
The UN says 300,000 people have died in the Darfur conflict since 2003.
'Error of law'
"The pre-trial chamber is directed to decide anew," presiding judge Erkki Kourula said, upholding the
appeal lodged by prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo.
The ICC's appeal court ruling reopens a painful wound for President Omar al-Bashir and his supporters.
Genocide is a word with the power to infuriate the president and provokes his supporters into tirades
whenever US officials pronounce it.
But an ICC charge against President Bashir has the potential to stir up much more than just heated words.
When an arrest warrant was issued against him last March, 13 foreign NGOs were kicked out of northern
Sudan.
Khartoum probably cannot afford a further weakening of its relationship with the international community
right now and everyone is still waiting to see what the pre-trial chamber will decide but the anger
provoked by the renewed possibility of a genocide charge is real, and it is difficult to predict its course.
Judge Kourola said the standard of evidence set in the previous ruling had been "higher and more
demanding than what is required".
The prosecution had argued that the time to provide definitive levels of proof was during the main trial
and not when they were just seeking to bring charges.
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"The decision by the pre-trial chamber not to issue a warrant in the respect of the charge of genocide was
materially affected by an error of law," Judge Kourola said in court.
He stressed that the appeals court was not itself ruling that Mr Bashir was criminally responsible for the
crime of genocide.
Reacting to the ruling in Khartoum, Rabie Abdelati, a senior information ministry official, accused the
court of seeking to obstruct democratic elections due to be held in April.
"This procedure of the ICC is only to stop the efforts of the Sudanese government towards elections and a
peaceful exchange of power," the official said.
"Our president has visited a lot of countries, and right now he is in Qatar for the second or third time. We
are not bothering actually what the ICC will say, whether it includes genocide or not."
A spokesmen for one of Darfur's most powerful rebel groups, the Justice and Equality Movement (Jem),
welcomed the ruling in The Hague, with one saying the Jem might reconsider taking part in peace talks.
"This is a correct decision," Ahmed Tugud told Reuters news agency by telephone from the Qatari capital,
Doha.
"We believe that what we have seen on the ground in Darfur amounts to a crime of genocide. Now we are
assessing our situation on whether it is ethically possible to negotiate with a government accused of
committing genocidal crimes against our people."
Mr Bashir has avoided arrest thanks to support from other leaders. Since the warrant was issued he has
visited Qatar, Ethiopia and Zimbabwe among other nations, and the African Union has consistently
supported him.
The AU's most senior diplomat, Jean Ping, hit out at the ICC in the run-up to its decision, accusing the
court of targeting African nations.
"We are not for a justice with two speeds, a double standard justice - one for the poor, one for the rich," he
said.
Mr Bashir's government is accused of backing Arab militias who killed thousands of black African
Darfuris.
Mr Bashir has repeatedly said he had no control over the actions of people on the ground in Darfur at the
height of the violence in 2003 and 2004.
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Reuters
Monday, 8 February 2010
Serb facing war crimes charged with court contempt
By International Justice Desk

Amsterdam, Netherlands
The Yugoslavian war crimes
tribunal has charged Serbian
nationalist Vojislav Seselj with
contempt of court for revealing
details about protected
witnesses related to his war
crimes trial.
Seslj was convicted of the same
charge last year, and the new
indictment means Seselj coul
Seselj, leader of Serbia's ultra-nationalist Radical Party, was the first suspect charged with contempt of court while
on trial for war crimes at the Hague-based tribunal and was sentenced last July to 15 months imprisonment.
He has appealed that ruling, however, which related to information over three protected witnesses.
The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) said on Friday it had again charged Seselj
with contempt for disclosing information on 11 protected witnesses in violation of court orders in a book he
authored.
"The tribunal regards the integrity of witnesses and confidential materials as essential elements in the rule of law,"
the ICTY said in a statement.
In the latest contempt of court indictment, Seselj is accused of revealing the names, occupations and places of
residence of 11 protected witnesses.
The disclosures are not at this stage expected to impact his war crimes trial, but judges will have a chance to
comment on the matter next week.
The trial of Seselj, charged with inciting violence against Bosnians and Croatians in the former Yugoslavia during
the 1990s, resumed last month after a year's delay with witnesses giving testimony behind closed doors to protect
their identity.
The trial had been suspended after prosecutors said the case had been compromised by threats against a witness.
Seselj has pleaded not guilty to 15 counts for crimes between 1991 and at least 1993, including torture, murder and
forced deportation of non-Serbs by his party's militia.
The latest contempt of court indictment against Seselj comes after a confidential decision by appeals judges in
December overturning an earlier decision which found there were insufficient grounds to prosecute him.
A date for an initial plea hearing has not yet been set.

