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CharlesTaylorTrial.org (The Hague)
Wednesday, 24 March 2010
Liberia: On Request By Prosecutors, Court Suspends The Cross-Examination of Defense Witness
Alpha Sesay
Based on a request by prosecutors, the Special Court for Sierra Leone judges today suspended the crossexamination of Charles Taylor’s defense witness whose direct-examination was concluded this morning by defense
lawyers for the former Liberian president.
Charles Ngebeh, a Sierra Leonean witness and former arms repairer for Sierra Leone’s Revolutionary United Front
(RUF), has been testifying for Mr. Taylor, who is on trial for allegedly providing support to RUF rebels while as
leader of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebel group and as president of Liberia. Mr. Taylor has
denied the allegations against him.
As Terry Munyard, defense counsel for Mr. Taylor concluded the direct-examination of Mr. Ngebeh today,
prosecution counsel, Ms. Brenda Hollis, requested that the cross-examination of the witness be suspended because
certain things to which Mr. Ngebeh testified had not been contained in his statement disclosed to prosecutors. She
told the judges that the information provided by defense lawyers was insufficient for the cross-examination of the
witness.
“Prosecution therefore is unable at this time to cross-examine this witness because of the inadequacy of the
summary. We are unable to achieve the purpose of cross-examination, which is to test the evidence for the benefit
of the fact-finders, that is, for the benefit of your honors. That’s why cross-examination is allowed and that’s why
it’s so important,” Ms. Hollis told the judges.
Ms. Hollis further added that there were inconsistencies in the witness’s oral testimony in court and his written
statement made to defense investigators.
Defense counsel for Mr. Taylor, Mr. Munyard, objected to the prosecution’s request for the suspension of the
witness’s cross-examination, telling the judges that the prosecution had not given enough reasons to delay the crossexamination of the witness.
According to Mr. Munyard, “the test for the court to determine is whether the prosecution has demonstrated such
undue prejudice that it is in the interest of justice to disclose the statement. In other words, what the prosecution is
saying is, without the statement, we can’t reasonably proceed to cross-examination. In our submission, of course
they can reasonably proceed to cross-examination.”
After hearing arguments on both sides and conferring with her colleagues, presiding judge, Justice Julia Sebutinde,
issued a ruling that while agreeing with the prosecution that the witness’s cross-examination should be suspended,
his written statement disclosed by defense lawyers did not necessarily contradict his testimony in court.
“The Trial Chamber is of the view that although the summary is inadequate, what little there is of it is not
necessarily inconsistent with the witness’s testimony given in chief. The Trial Chamber therefore finds that the
proper remedy for the prosecution complaints is to allow the prosecution some time to prepare its cross-examination
of the witness in respect of those parts of his testimony that were not contained in his summary,” Justice Sebutinde
said.
This is the second time that prosecutors have requested the suspension of the cross-examination of a defense
witness. As Mr. Ngebeh was led out of court today, another defense witness, John Vincent, a Liberian from Bomi
County in Liberia, took the witness stand. As defense lawyers commenced the direct-examination of the witness,
the court adjourned for the day.
Mr. Vincent’s direct-examination continues tomorrow.
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CharlesTaylorTrial.org (The Hague)
Tuesday, 23 March 2010
Liberia: ULIMO Rebels Supplied Arms and Ammunition To The RUF, Sierra Leonean Defense
Witness Says
Alpha Sesay
A Sierra Leonean witness, who yesterday commenced his testimony in defense of Charles Taylor, has today told the
Special Court for Sierra Leone judges that Sierra Leonean rebels received supplies of arms and ammunition not
from Mr. Taylor as alleged by prosecutors, but from another rebel group in Liberia.
Prosecutors have alleged that Mr. Taylor, while leader of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) and then as
president of Liberia, supplied arms and ammunition to Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels in Sierra Leone.
These supplies of arms and ammunition, prosecutors allege, were used by the RUF to commit heinous crimes
against the civilian population of Sierra Leone. Mr. Taylor is on trial as being responsible for the crimes committed
by the RUF because according to prosecutors, he knew or had reason to know that the RUF rebels were committing
crimes in Sierra Leone but that he failed to prevent the commission of those crimes or that he failed to punish those
who committed such crimes. The former Liberian president has denied all the allegations against him.
At his trial in The Hague today, the Sierra Leonean witness and former arms repairer for the RUF, Charles Ngebeh,
denied prosecution allegations that Mr. Taylor supplied the RUF with arms and ammunition during the West
African country’s conflict. Under direct-examination today, Mr. Ngebeh told the judges that the United Liberation
Movement for Democracy (ULIMO), a rival group to Mr. Taylor’s NPFL, supplied the RUF with arms and
ammunition. He explained that sometime in 1996, the RUF Battle Front Commander Sam Bockarie established a
relationship with ULIMO that led to the Liberian rebel group supplying arms and ammunition to the RUF.
On the types of weapons received by the RUF from ULIMO, Mr. Ngebeh mentioned “AK-67, G3, GMG and
RPG.”
Asked by defense counsel for Mr. Taylor, Terry Munyard, what the state or condition of the arms and ammunition
received from ULIMO were, the witness explained that ”all the materials that we obtained from ULIMO, I repaired
them. Most of the arms were rusty, the ammunition too were rusty,they were hidden under the ground, they were
hidden under the ground. I would go and clean them up, I service them before we were able to use them. They were
rusty,” the witness explained.
The witness added that the RUF also bought arms and ammunition from Guinean soldiers.
The witness also affirmed today that RUF rebels forced civilians to get involved in mining activities and that those
who refused were either beaten or killed. Prosecutors have alleged that RUF rebels committed crimes of forced
labor by forcing civilians to mine diamonds for them. These diamonds, prosecutors say, were transported to Mr.
Taylor in Liberia in return for arms and ammunition. In his testimony today, the witness explained how the rebel
forces engaged in forced labor.
“It was the soldiers who would go to look out for the civilians. The AFRC and the RUF, they would go and search
for the civilians,” the witness said.
“How would they make sure that the civilians did what they wanted,” Mr. Munyard asked the witness.
“They monitored them,” he said.
Asked what would be done to the civilians if they did not do what the rebels wanted, the witness explained that “if
you are unlucky, they will kill you. If you are lucky, they’ll beat you up. That’s the advice. They’ll take you by
force. That was the options that they gave.”
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The Patriotic Vanguard
Thursday, 25 March 2010
CDF wives arrive in Rwanda

By Alfred Munda SamForay, Kenema, Sierra Leone.

We are pleased to report that the wives of Moinina Fofana, Alieu Musa Kondewa of the CDF and Issa
Hassan Sesay of the RUF all arrived safely yesterday at Mpaga Prisons in Southern Rwanda for a
two-week visit with their husbands. Fofana and Kondewa are both serving prison sentences of 15 and
20 years, respectively, imposed by the Special Court for Sierra Leone for alleged war crimes and
crimes against humanity.
Fofana and Kondewa along with former CDF National Coordinator, Late Chief Sam Hinga Norman,
were indicted for twice taking up arms to establish constitutional government in Sierra Leone after
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) and soldiers of the Sierra Leone Army rebelled against the
government and plunged the country into an eleven-year civil war. Largely as a result of these
indictments and the subsequent death in detention of Chief Hinga Norman, political power in Sierra
Leone dramatically shifted from the South-East to the North-West following the 2007 general and
presidential elections which brought to power Norman’s friend and ally, Ernest Bai Koroma, of the
All People’s Congress (APC). As it is written, “The stone which the builders rejected have become
the chief cornerstone.”
We regret to inform, however, that the infant son of Mr. Kondewa died late last month from a brief
illness. Another son also passed away in January under similar conditions. We are extremely grateful
to the Arabella Foray Peace Foundation and representatives of the Bo, Kailahun and Kenema District
Branches of the All People’s Congress party for their financial and moral support to the Kondewa
families during their loss as well as the Hinga Norman family during the third anniversary of the
death of Mr. Norman. As always, a friend in need is a friend indeed. We are also sadly informed by
Mr. Fofana that his family has been given a short notice of eviction from their rented property on
Gerehun Road in Bo.
With respect to the Norman family, we are pleased to report that the gold m mining accident in
Mbawomahun, Valunia Chiefdom which would have involved several members of the family was
false in its entirety. Both government and family sources from Mongere, ten miles from the mines,
conclude that no loss of life was occurred there as recently reported by Richard Margao of the BBC
Focus on Africa. BBC has subsequently retracted the story and Mr. Margao and some members of
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KISS-FM station in Bo have reportedly been invited to the CID for their role in filing this bogus
and alarming report.
On a partly personal note, I am pleased to report that I have returned safely to my base in Kenema
following a one day working visit to Talia, Yawbeko Chiefdom, Bonthe District with the Outreach
Branch of the Special Court for Sierra Leone. The delegation which included the entire hierarchy of
the court including the Registrar, Defender, Prosecutor and Public Affairs was in Ywabeko at the
invitation of the youths of the chiefdom to erect a memorial to the war dead. Talia, Yawbeko was the
home of the most famous operational base of the war, Base Zero, home of the Kamajors. Although
the delegation was politely received, I was their strictly as an observer and representative of the CDF
families.
Photo: Fofana and Kondewa.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
24 March 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
International Clips on West Africa

Guinea
Illegal Fishing in Guinea’s Waters "Worst in the World"
http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=50771
BERLIN, Mar 24 , 2010 (IPS) - Rampant illegal fishing is hitting some of the poorest West African
countries the hardest as this practice is globally most rife in the east central Atlantic Ocean area,
which covers the territorial waters of some 15 African countries from Morocco and Mauritania in the
north to Angola in the south. Most affected by illegal fishing are Guinea and Sierra Leone while the
majority of ships and companies involved in the illegal fishing navigate under flags from countries
such as China, Russia, Indonesia, and Panama but also from the European Union (EU) and other
industrialised countries, such as Portugal, Italy and Japan. Illegal fishing occurs mostly in the eastern
central Atlantic region and has increased over the last 10 years, according to the European Technical
Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation (CTA), an EU body set up to assist African, Caribbean
and Pacific countries with information on development. In general, the total current losses caused by
illegal fishing worldwide are estimated at between nine and 24 billion dollars per year. Most
estimates put illegal fishing catches at between 11 and 26 million tons of fish, or between 10 and 22
percent of the total fisheries production. These estimates do not take into account the environmental
damage caused by overfishing which has decimated numerous fish species, from tuna to cod fish.

Sierra Leone
Sierra Leone: Presidents win Leadership Award
http://www.africanews.com/site/S_Leone_Presidents_win_Leadership_Award/list_messages/30803
Sierra Leone's erstwhile President Ahmad Tejan Kabba and current President Ernest Bai Koroma
have jointly been awarded the Africa Price for Transformational Leadership 2010. The Global Center
for Leadership (GCL) conferred the award on them for their rebuilding efforts after the brutal war.
The GCL is a non-governmental organisation which seeks to promote transformational and effective
leadership in the continent. It said in a statement that the two leaders are being recognized in the
political category “for their transformational, progressive and responsible leadership, for their
commitment to the rule of law, democratic values and respect for human dignity, for upholding
constitutional rule and enhancing liberty, freedom, peace and equality.” Other recipients include
Desmond Tutu for Social Activism and Dr. Mike Adenuga, Chairman of Globacom for the business
category.

Sierra Leone: A Major Milestone is Reached in Rebuilding West
African Country After Years of Civil War
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Source: Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
Date: 24 Mar 2010
Sierra Leone's largest power station, rehabilitated with Japanese financial and technical assistance
and a key component in rebuilding the country after years of civil war, will be officially commissioned
in the capital, Freetown, on March 30. President Ernest Bai Koroma, Japan's provisional ambassador
to Ghana, Hisanobu Mochizuki, JICA and other officials will attend the ceremonies to mark the
completion of the multi-year, multi-million dollar project. Though it suffered no direct physical
destruction during an 11-year civil war which officially ended in 2002, the Kingtom power plant, the
country's largest, was effectively destroyed by mis-management and lack of spare parts and
lubricants—together with much of the country's other basic infrastructure and the loss of many of its
key management personnel and experts.

Local Media – Newspaper

President Sirleaf Hopeful Of A Successful ECOWAS Confab
[The Analyst, Public Agenda, Liberian Express, In Profile Daily, The Inquirer, The News, The
Informer, Daily Observer, Heritage]
•
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf says she hopes the ECOWAS conference will produce a result
that will attract member and non-member states.
President Sirleaf said the conference was necessary to review the work of the organization,
especially following interventions in many conflicts in the region.
She recounted the role of ECOWAS in the resolution of the Liberian conflict and commended
the regional body for the series of interventions and support it continues to give Liberia.
Delivering the keynote address, the Liberian leader said despite the casualties sustained, the
men and women of ECOMOG were determined to bring peace to Liberia.

ECOWAS Confab Opens In Liberia
[Public Agenda, New Democrat]
•
•
•

The President of the ECOWAS Commission, Mr. Victor Gbeho has called on former heads of
state of the region to organize themselves into a “Council of ECOWAS Statespersons”.
Mr. Gbeho said the council when established will be a medium through which ECOWAS and
member states can benefit.
Speaking at the opening of the weeklong international conference of ECOWAS, Mr. Gbeho
said ECOWAS could immensely benefit from the experience of the former heads of state and
help strengthen the peace and security in West Africa.

US$24 Million Project To Rehabilitate Agriculture Launched
[The Informer, The Analyst]
•
•
•
•

Government in collaboration with its international partners has launched a multi-million dollar
plan to rehabilitate the country’s agriculture sector.
The US$24 million plan was launched Tuesday under the Liberia Agriculture Sector
Rehabilitation Project.
Over US$18 million of the grant comes from the African Development Bank while the rest was
provided by the International Fund for Agriculture Development.
The project is expected to benefit some 20,000 rural inhabitants with improved infrastructure
and irrigation systems.

USAID Turns over New NEC Headquarters Today
[The News, The Informer]
•

The US Agency for International Development (USAID) will today Wednesday turnover the
newly constructed headquarters of the National Elections Commission (NEC).

•
•
•
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According to a US Embassy statement, the new NEC headquarters represents a gift from
the People of America to the Liberian People.
The statement said the US Government provided US$3.2 million for the project which started
in April last year.
US Ambassador Linda Thomas Greenfield, NEC Chairman James Fromayan and USAID Mission
Director Pamela White will grace the dedication.

House Accepts Defense Minister Request, Sets New Date For Appearance
[In Profile Daily, The News, Heritage]
•
•
•

The plenary of the House of Representatives has accepted the request of Defense Minister
Brownie Samukai asking for another date for him to appear before it.
The plenary has agreed that Minister Samukai will now appear before it on next Tuesday.
The House earlier summoned the Defense Minister to appear before it yesterday to clarify
statements he allegedly made on a local talk show that the body said incited the new army
against them.

Liberia Gives 2.5 Million Pounds To IMO
[Public Agenda, The News]
•
•
•

The Government of Liberia has presented a check for over 2.5 million Pounds to the
International Maritime Organization (IMO) as its contribution to the IMO’s budget for 2010.
Liberia’s Ambassador to the United Kingdom, Wesley Johnson presented the check to the
Secretary General of the IMO, Efthimios Mitropoulos on behalf of the Liberian government.
Liberia has the world’s second largest merchant fleet by gross tonnages under its flag and its
contribution represents at least eight percent of the IMO assessed budget.

AIDS Monitoring Workshop Begins In Gbarnga
[In Profile Daily]
•
•
•
•

A weeklong AIDS monitoring and evaluation workshop is currently taking place in Gbarnga,
Bong County under the auspices of the United Nations AIDS Programme (UNAIDS).
The workshop, which started Monday, March 22, focuses on building the capacity of
monitoring, evaluation, and information officers in the use of the Country’s Response
Information System.
The workshop brings together over 14 participants drawn from the Liberia Institute for
Statistics and Geo-Information Services, National AIDS Control Programme, and the Ministry
of Health and Social Welfare.
UNAIDS Country Coordinator, David Chipanta, said with the current statistics, Liberia is 1.7
percent HIV prevalence as the country faces a potential epidemic the disease had been
increasing at two percent in the past decade.

Government, Private Sector Hold Forum Today
[In Profile Daily, The Inquirer, The Informer, Daily Observer, The Analyst]
•
•
•
•
•

A private sector capacity development forum is scheduled to be held today in Monrovia.
The forum is aimed at providing an opportunity for the private sector of Liberia to share ideas
and make inputs on the capacity needs of the private sector.
The forum will also dialogue on issues relating to Liberia’s capacity deficit, and how these
deficits can be addressed.
Results of the forum according to a release issued will form part of the proposed “National
Capacity Development Strategy” that is being drafted by the Government of Liberia.
Over fifty guests from the business community, government, development partners, the
United Nations, and civil society are expected to participate in the forum.

“Draconian Libel Laws” Condemned
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[New Democrat]
•
•
•
•

Leading international media organizations have expressed concern over the use of draconian
libel laws to stifle freedom of expression and of the press in the country.
The media organizations in a letter to President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf urged her “to halt”
corruption in the judiciary.
The letter to the President follows a unanimous libel verdict from a jury against the New
Democrat, ordered to pay US$903,000 to the Consolidated Group Inc.
The World Association of Newspapers and News Publishers and the World Editors Forum
protested to President Sirleaf against “the use of draconian libel awards to stifle press
freedom in the West African nation.”

“Liberia Must Never Be Epicentre For Instability” Says Top UN Envoy
[The News]
•

•
•
•

The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General (SRSG), Ms. Ellen
Margrethe Løj says she hopes the outcome of the ECOWAS international conference
convening in Monrovia will ensure that Liberia never becomes the epicentre of instability in
the sub region.
Speaking Tuesday at the start of the five-day ECOWAS conference, Ms. Løj said the people of
West Africa and their leaders are fed up with conflict, war and violence.
She wants lessons learned from the two decades of peace building in the sub region to serve
as a guide in managing future conflicts.
The SRSG lauded the Liberian government and ECOWAS for organizing the conference to
examine the sub regional group’s achievements, failures and lessons learned in regard to
peace processes in West Africa.

Liberia Hosts regional Arms Control Meeting Today
[Daily Observer]
•
•
•
•

A regional ECOWAS Small Arms Programme (ECOSAP) Cluster ‘B’ meeting of National
Commissions of Small Arms (NATCOMs) of Liberia, Sierra Leone and Ghana is scheduled to
open in Monrovia today.
The meeting is intended to discuss the status of NATCOMs and their work plans for 2010.
It would also discuss efforts undertaken by the ECOSAP to curb the proliferation of small arms
and light weapons in the sub region.
National Commission on Small Arms is established in ECOWAS member states in line with
Article 51 of the ECOWAS Protocol on the mechanisms for the prevention, management,
resolution, peace-keeping and security.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
President Sirleaf Hopeful Of A Successful ECOWAS Confab
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
President Sirleaf Endorses Land Dispute Report
• President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf has endorsed the controversial report on the boundary dispute
between Rivercess and Sinoe Counties.
• In a letter to the Senate, President Sirleaf said she was convinced of the Inter-Ministerial
Committee’s report, describing it as appropriate.
• The endorsement of the report comes amid protests from authorities of Sinoe County.
• President Sirleaf said her approval followed a meeting with the investigative committee
during which she viewed a power-point presentation on the land dispute.
• The President said several documents including a Legislative Act of 1963 clearly defined the
boundaries for several counties including Grand Bassa and Sinoe.
ECOWAS Confab Opens In Liberia
US$24 Million Project To Rehabilitate Agriculture Launched
USAID Turns over New NEC Headquarters Today
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(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
District Commissioner In Lofa Charged In Court
• A district commissioner in Lofa County has appeared in court in connection with the February
26 violence in Voinjama which left four people dead.
• Nine other suspects also appeared in court in connection with the violence.
• The Tulay and Associates Law Firm is representing the legal interests of the ten defendants
who appeared at the Tenth Judicial Circuit Court Tuesday.
• Presiding Judge Emmanuel Kollie suspended the case to allow the lawyers prepare for
Wednesday’s hearing.
UNDP, EPA End Terminal Phase-out Management Plan
• The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in collaboration with the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has completed its two-year terminal phase-out management plan in
Liberia.
• The project manager, Ms. Bernice Paye said the programme was designed to get rid of the
remaining fifteen percent of one of the gases capable of damaging the ozone layer.
• Ms. Paye observed there are some dangerous substances found in refrigerators and air
conditioners that have the ability to deplete the ozone layers.
• According to her, when the ozone is depleted it has the potential to cause various diseases
including cancer.
Public School Teachers Stage Protest For Pay
• Dozens of angry recruited teachers Tuesday converged on the headquarters of the Monrovia
Consolidated School System (MCSS) demanding pay.
• The recruited teachers claimed government has failed over the years to pay them for services
rendered the education sector.
• MCSS Director of Human Resource Development, Mr. Elijah Freeman said although
government owes the recruited teachers, it was important they exercise patience.
• He said authorities of the MCSS were working with relevant government agencies to ensure
that the recruited teachers are paid.

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)

House Accepts Defense Minister Request, Sets New Date For Appearance
Liberia Gives 2.5 Million Pounds To IMO
****
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The Liberian Dialogue
Wednesday, 24 March 2010
Failure to Implement TRC Report Risky Political Strategy
I have no compassion for warlords, period. For killing innocent Liberians senselessly
to advance their own selfish political agendas, and for destroying a country the way
they did during that senseless 14-year civil war made me want to see each and every
one of them arrested, put on trial and executed, if found guilty in a court of law.
And for holding the country – our country and fellow citizens hostage for years after
they damaged it leaving those Liberians homeless, and for not feeling any sense of
Tewroh-Wehtoe Sungbeh
remorse for what they did only to later run for political office as if they did nothing
wrong, are enough reasons not to take anyone of them seriously but to put them away completely.

TRC Final Report
That may sound uncompassionate, cruel and inhumane especially when those
words come out the mouth of a life-long democracy and human rights
advocate like myself, who value the lives of every human being on earth and
wants to see the individuals live it to their fullest potential any which way
they want to live it.
The 14-year civil war was unnecessary. The reasons behind it unclear,
unnecessary and insane, and the individuals who picked up arms and enlisted “babies” to fight it to advance their
own selfish political agendas lacked the vision, the credibility and capability to govern a country such as Liberia
that lacks everything imaginable to sustain its population.
Like any group of people, Liberians want peace and prosperity. Liberians also deserves a patriotic and
compassionate leader with a good heart and awesome listening and savvy political and people skills to move that
country forward – a selfless leader who is ready to advance a practical agenda that improves services, infrastructure,
and also improves the lives of its impoverished population.
I did not support the civil war, and I am not one of those Liberians who’s willing to forgive the criminals and
psychotic killers who used “liberation” as a pretext to plunder and commit cold-blooded atrocities against innocent
Liberians during a terror campaign that destroyed lives and an entire country, just to appease the criminals.
This article is not about blaming only Ellen Johnson Sirleaf for helping to destroy Liberia, and for helping to kill
innocent Liberians, but is intended to echo the clarion calls Liberians continue to make – that those individuals who
were cited by the Truth and Reconciliation (TRC), in its final report for their heinous participation in the civil war
should pay some kind of price for what they did.
I never supported the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), but have written critically and extensively on
this page about the commission’s shortcomings, always questioning the public bickering and incivility, the
commission’s reason for being and obvious lacked of enforcement power to prosecute, and was never fond of
individual member’s coziness with President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, who as a central figure in the civil war should
have joined the criminal, Charles Taylor in the Hague today for prosecution.
Instead, President Sirleaf was given a royal treatment during her carefully choreographed appearance that
resembled a press conference rather than a “person of interest” answering to serious charges of crimes committed
against humanity after she allegedly encouraged, lobbied and helped raised funds to carry out the civil war when
she was an ordinary citizen.
To make up for its turbulent weeks and months of gathering, and to throw off the hordes of critics who viewed the
commission as “incompetent,” “toothless,” and a “waste of time and resources,” the Truth and Reconciliation
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Commission (TRC) finally, and via its unedited and edited versions of its long-awaited verdict threw out the
names of those individuals whom it believes – from eyewitness’ accounts, interviews and corroborated evidence
gathered), violated the human rights of Liberian citizens to further their own selfish political aspirations.
Not surprising to many, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, whose visible pro-war lobbying and financing efforts helped
launched the civil war that destroyed the country she hypocritically now govern tops the TRC’s list as one of those
who is prohibited from running for office for 30 years.
Because she’s in the twilight of her life and also in the twilight of her first presidential term in office, one would
think this president (for the sake of peace, reconciliation and national unity), would seek genuine peace and
reconciliation by honoring and implementing the TRC report even if it means barring her from seeking a second
term, just to move the country forward.
As it now stands, President Sirleaf, who is too big and proud to admit any wrongdoing, and who spoke so
forcefully during the presidential campaign and also during her nauguration about adhering to and respecting the
“rule of law” in Liberia, pushed the envelope further by turning her back against such fundamental democratic
principle as respecting those rule of laws that governs a democratic nation such as Liberia, declaring a run for a
second term amid a mountain of controversy regarding her war past, a decision which undermines her tailored
image, her credibility, and exposed the hypocrisy that defines her corrupt administration as being on the wrong side
of history.
The intransigence and lack of leadership on the part of President Sirleaf, who has been unreceptive to the TRC
report emboldened the former warlords, many of whom once ran for political office, and are also poised to run once
again for either the Liberian presidency or other elected national positions. Some members of the Liberian
Legislature who are former warlords, and are also friends and political allies of the president and other legislators
also opted to play from the ‘political’ scrapbook of President Sirleaf by not honoring the TRC report.
President Sirleaf has just set a bad precedent that could have national implications at a time when the Liberian
people are fuming over the unfair and corrupt legal system that needs complete overhaul; often controlled by a
sitting president and government officials often favoring the rich and politically powerful over the oppressed, poor
and politically unconnected Liberians for over a century.
Maneuverings of this kind is not what one expects from a statesman, because a statesman or woman will not risks
throwing a country into turmoil to achieve his/her own selfish interest, because what defines a leader is not the
insensitive pursuit of personal political goals at the expense of the citizenry, but putting aside those personal
political goals to advance a nation’s interests, certainly can separate the good from the bad ones.
Even though I never supported the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), the commission had a national
mandate since 2005, to investigate “gross human rights violations and violations of international humanitarian law
as well as abuses that occurred, including massacres, sexual violations, murder, extra-judicial killings and economic
crimes, such as exploitation of natural or public resources to perpetuate armed conflicts, during the period January
1979 to October 14, 2003.”
With such a tasks, however, those of us who were never fond of the commission listened to and accepted some of
its findings since time, energy and national resources were appropriated and spent to carry out its deliberations, with
the hopes of implementing the report that produced years of testimonies and a national debate that got the attention
of the Liberian people and the international community.
Now that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), has rendered both its unedited and edited versions of
its long-awaited verdict, which chronicled the cold and calculated atrocities of the civil war incriminating the
warlords, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and their co-conspirators for their documented roles, Liberians must fight
vigorously to prevent them from running for elected political office, and must also strive to have them arrested
(wherever they are) to face justice in Liberia or in the International Court of Justice in the Hague.

