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The Patriotic Vanguard
Thursday, 8 April 2010
Sierra Leone’s Special Court needs another $26.4 million
By Chernor Ojuku Sesay, Brussels, Belgium

The Registrar of the Special Court for Sierra Leone
(SCSL) on Thursday, April 1 told members of the
diplomatic community in The Hague that the court needs
another USD 26.4million (Twenty Six Million Four
Hundred Thousand United States Dollars) to cover its
operations from January 2010 to June 2011. And other
additional funds are required to fund the enforcement of
sentences in Rwanda.
The Registrar informed the diplomats that the current available funding will be exhausted by mid-April
this year. Mrs Binta Mansaray was briefing diplomats on the current state of the court and what is
required for a successful conclusion of its operations. Mrs Mansaray said the Special Court commenced in
June 2004 and has successfully concluded and convicted nine persons from all the warring factions
including the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), Civil Defence Forces (CDF) and the Armed Forces
Revolutionary Council (AFRC) who are presently serving their sentences in Rwanda since October last
year.
The court’s last trial, she disclosed is of former Liberian President, Charles Taylor, which she indicated is
in the defence phase and is being heard in The Hague due to regional security concerns. Mansaray said a
first instance judgement on the merits is expected by November this year with an Appeals judgement, if
applicable expected by May/June 2011.
Dilating on the legacy of the court, the Registrar said the court’s jurisprudence includes the first
convictions in history for sexual slavery and forced marriages as crimes against humanity and for attacks
on Peacekeepers and recruitment and the use of child soldiers as violations of international humanitarian
law. She added that the court has contributed to the development of national peace and stability through
its judicial activities. “The court’s transparent and independent judicial process serves as a model for rule
of law. Furthermore, Sierra Leonean staff has developed professionally, both from formal on-the-job
training and by working for an international standard”.
She furthered that the court currently employs an approximated staff of 240 of which two-thirds are Sierra
Leoneans. This number will be downsized to 130 by June this number in accordance with the court’s
completion strategy and to 80 by January next year. A skeleton staff will be retained for a short period for
liquidation purposes after the completion of the Taylor trial.
In his address to members of the diplomatic community, the Director of the United Nations and
International Financial Institutions Department, Rob Swartbol announced that the Netherlands
government has increased its contribution for 2010 with USD 1million (One Million United States
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Dollars). Mr. Swartbol said promoting the development of the international legal order is enshrined in the
Dutch constitution as such, “it is a duty that forms one of the guiding principles of our foreign policy”.
The Netherlands, Mr. Swartbol added has been a staunch supporter of the fight against impunity and the
establishment of the ad hoc international criminal tribunals as well as the permanent international criminal
court. He observed that the completion of the trial of Charles Taylor in a fair way sends out a clear signal
to offenders of the most serious and grave international crimes worldwide that impunity is unacceptable
and justice will be served.
The Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Brenda Hollis told the diplomats that she cannot
give any specific date as to when the Taylor trial will end but said she was optimistic at the progress of the
trial.
Mrs Hollis said the Special Court for Sierra Leone is a success story because of the support of the
international community and the courageous victims and survivors who willingly came forward to explain
their horrific ordeals and experiences.
Photo, from left to right: Mr. Robert Swartbol (Director of the UN and International Financial Institutions
Department), Mrs Binta Mansaray (Registrar of the SCSL) and Ms Brenda Hollis (SCSL Prosecutor)
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UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
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[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia
Liberia Risks Swine Flu Infection
[Daily Observer, The News]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Health authorities in Monrovia have disclosed that Liberia stands at risk in contracting a newly discovered
deadly disease known as Influenza H1N1 (Swine Flu).
Addressing a news conference yesterday, World Health Organization (WHO) Representative to Liberia, Dr.
Nestor Ndayimirije, said 34 countries in the African region have been affected with 167 deaths.
Dr. Ndayimirije noted that a total of 700 cases have been reported from six countries in the Economic
Community of West Africa States (ECOWAS) region.
The WHO Representative described the disease as 'harmful' as it poses breathing problems for humans.
He named symptoms of the disease as cool and breathing problem, among others.
According to him, WHO, in partnership with the Liberian Government, planned to respond to the pandemic.
For his part, Health and Social Welfare Minister Dr. Walter Gwenigale said though his Ministry has yet to
discover a case in Liberia, he noted that individuals with the disease are entering the country daily.
“Liberia is at risk with this disease and that is why we are trying to fight it by giving out free vaccines,”
Minister Gwenigale divulged.
The Health Minister said a total of 78,000 doses which constitute two percent are to shortly arrive in the
country.

President Sirleaf To Launch Commission For Women Health, Says WHO Boss
[The News]
•
•
•
•

An 18-member multidisciplinary body known as the Commission on Women Health in the African Region is
expected to be launched on April 14, 2010 in Monrovia.
WHO Country Representative to Liberia, Dr. Nester Ndayimirije, said the commission would be launched by
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.
Dr. Ndayimirije said the commission is geared toward generating evidence on key factors influencing the
current state of women’s health in sub-Saharan Africa.
th
The commission was established following the adoption of resolution AFR/RC58/R1 at the 58 session of
the WHO Regional Committee for Africa in 2008.

Local News on Liberian issues
Local Media – Newspaper
President Sirleaf Leaves For Brazil Today
[The Analyst]
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf leaves the country today for Brazil, at the start of an official visit.
The weeklong visit which begins Wednesday April 7 will provide the forum for concluding a Memorandum of
Cooperation between the two countries.
During the President’s absence from the country, Justice Minister Christiana Tah will act as Chairman of
the Cabinet.

Senate ‘No Super Hero’ … Anger Sparked Over Proposed Threshold
[New Democrat]
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•
•
•
•
•

The Senate’s proposed threshold of 54,000 with a concessional one free seat has sparked acrimonious
reactions amongst members of the House, with some referring to the Senate as ‘no super hero’ for its
proposal contending that the threshold issue is now before the Supreme Court for resolution.
Maryland County Representative Bhofal Chambers ruled out any discussion on the bill because it is now
before the Supreme Court, although Senate leader Cletus Wotorson had earlier suggested the case will be
withdrawn from the high court.
Representative Chambers denied Senate claims of prior discussions with the House before the proposal
was forwarded, insisting that there were no such discussions.
Another lawmaker, Representative Elijah Sieh of River Gee County described the Senate’s proposal as
“disrespect.”
From one of the less populated counties, Representative Sieh prefers the 1984 figure of 20,000 until, the
country is stable, he added.

More, Not Fewer Representatives, As Senate Disputes Published Figures
[New Democrat]
•
•
•

•

The Senate has disputed the New Democrat analysis on its population threshold version, but ranking
House members are kicking against it, challenging its legality.
Senators Thursday set the population threshold for legislative representation at 54,500 per constituency,
plus “automatic” one seat for every county.
The Senate’s figure and calculation put the total number of representation in the next legislature at 79,
instead of 59 as the New Democrat had earlier reported, meaning there will be additional 15
Representatives since the current House has 64 members, thus taking the legislature’s total membership to
109.
However, leading House members, including Deputy Speaker Tokpah Mulbah, have rejected the Senate’s
threshold bill, arguing it lacks the authority to allocate “free set” and that such was unconstitutional.

New PPCC Boss Warns Dishonest Business Houses
[Daily Observer]
•
•
•
•
•

The new Chairman of the Public Procurement and Concessions Commission (PPCC), Professor Willie
Belleh says corrupt business houses risk being barred from the public procurement process.
Professor Belleh said his administration would build strategic alliance with key stakeholders in government
to weed out business houses bent on cheating.
He said the PPCC would continue its ongoing procurement audits to ensure there is value for money in the
country’s procurement and concession processes.
The new PPCC boss said his administration would also strengthen the Commission’s monitoring and
compliance framework of polices and practices.
Professor Belleh spoke Tuesday when he officially took over as Chairman of the Commission replacing the
late Keith Jubah who was murdered last year.

Presidential Envoy, Others Charged For Murder In Harper
[The Inquirer]
•
•
•
•
•
•

Presidential Envoy Dan Morias has been charged for murder in Harper, Maryland County.
Mr. Morias was among seven people charged Tuesday, but he was charged separately for murder.
Solicitor General Cllr. Wilkins Wright said six of the people were jointly charged for murder, human
trafficking and other offenses.
Cllr. Wright said government found some evidence to use in the prosecution of those charged.
Those sent to court were among eighteen people arrested nearly two weeks ago on allegations of ritual
killings in the southeastern county.
Meanwhile, pre-trial proceedings are expected to begin Wednesday at the Harper Magisterial Court.

Maryland Peace Council Underway
[The Inquirer, The Analyst]
•
•
•

The Universal Peace Federation in partnership with ECOWAS Peace Building Funds is expected to launch
the Maryland Peace Council in Harper later this month.
The launching follows a two-week consultative tour of Harper and Pleebo which introduced stakeholders to
peace building work.
The consultation aimed at expanding the vision of a National Peace Council.
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•
•
•

A Peace Resource Centre, comprising a mini Library and computer training facility is being completed to
host the Maryland Peace Council.
Over one hundred persons have already been commissioned as ambassadors for peace.
The National Peace Council was launched on May 6, 2006 and has the mandate to foster peace, good
governance and human development among others.

Media And Security Executives To Brainstorm
[The Inquirer, The News, Liberian Express, The Analyst, Public Agenda]
•
•
•
•
•

The Centre for Media Studies and Peace Building (CEMESP) will today conduct a one-day symposium on
complementing roles of the media and security agencies in Liberia.
The symposium, supported by the International Freedom of Expression Exchange will bring together heads
of security institutions and media executives in a brainstorming session.
It aims at making security personnel understand and respect media freedom as well as make journalists
understand the functions of security agencies.
CEMESP believes such interaction will build a better relationship among professional bodies.
The forum is on the theme “Complementing Roles and Responsibilities of Media Practitioners and Security
Personnel in fostering Media Freedom in Liberia” and comes amidst reports of harassment and intimidation
of journalists by security personnel in the performance of their duties.

Criminal Court ‘A’ Summons MARCO’s Management
[The Inquirer, The News]
•
•
•
•
•

Criminal Court ‘A’ has summoned the Management of MARCO to clarify allegations of threats against
defense witnesses.
MARCO is the Rubber Farm Keith Jubah managed prior to his death on November 1, 2009.
Defense lawyers Tuesday raised the issue in a bill of information filed with the court.
The defense alleged, MARCO has threatened to dismiss any of its workers who will testify in favor of the
defendants.
But Prosecution resisted the claim on grounds that the defense did not say which witness the MARCO
management was threatening.

USAID Joins CBL, Others To Sign Agreements
[Daily Observer, The Inquirer, The Analyst]
•
•
•
•
•

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) is expected to join the Central Bank of
Liberia, International Bank Liberia and Ecobank Liberia in a signing ceremony marking the official launch of
a new development programme.
The programme is designed to ease access to credit for Small and Medium sized Enterprises (SMEs) in the
agriculture and energy sectors.
The multi-million dollar agreements are supported by USAID’s Development Credit Authority (DCA), which
has been enabling and encouraging banks to lend to lend to credit worthy but underserved sectors since
1999.
Through the agreements, the United States Government will support Liberia’s Poverty reduction Strategy
(PRS) and focus attention on the important role that SMEs play in the revival of Liberia.
The signing ceremony will take place at the Central bank of Liberia.

At Tellewoyan Hospital In Lofa: All 28 Wounded Patients Discharged
[Heritage]
•
•
•
•

The 28 wounded patients admitted to the Tellewoyan Hospital in Voinjama, Lofa County as a result of
February’s brutal violence have been discharged, said the hospital’s Medical Director Zenebe Bekele.
Dr. Bekele said the last of the injured were discharged in mid-March.
Many of the injuries were inflicted by guns or machetes.
At the same time, life is returning to normal in Voinjama following the lifting of a month-long curfew imposed
in the aftermath of February’s ethnic clashes.

Today Is “World Health Day”
[Heritage]
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•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has by proclamation declared today Wednesday, April 7 as World Health
Day to be observed throughout the country as a working holiday.
A Foreign Ministry release said the proclamation is in recognition of the importance the Government and
People of Liberia attached to the creation of maximum public interest in the health care delivery system.
The proclamation further that the observance of this year World Health Day celebration will be under the
theme: “Urbanization and Health” focusing on raising public awareness of making cities healthier.

American Detained For Rape, Sexual Abuse
[The News, Heritage]
•
•
•

An American citizen, Richard Lee Power, has been by the Liberia national Police and charged with rape
and sexually abusing three Liberian girls.
The girls, ages 11, 13 and 19 were allegedly sexually abused by the 53-year-old American suspect
between 2008 and January 2010 while they were living with him at his Airfield back road and New Georgia
residences.
The suspect is presently being detained at the Monrovia Central Prison.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
President Sirleaf Appoints Debt Management Committee
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has set up a Debt Management Committee to regulate public finance
transactions in keeping with Section 28 (4) of the Public Finance Management Act of 2009.
• An Executive Mansion release said the Finance Minister would chair the Committee.
• Other members of the Committee include the Governor of the Central Bank of Liberia, the Ministers of State
for Presidential Affairs, Justice and Planning and Economic Affairs.
• According to the Executive Mansion, the Committee is charged with the responsibility to approve all central
government loan agreements in keeping with the Public Finance Management Act of 2009.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
New PPCC Boss Warns Dishonest Business Houses
Presidential Envoy, Others Charged For Murder In Harper
Maryland Peace Council Underway
Media And Security Executives To Brainstorm
Criminal Court ‘A’ Summons MARCO’s Management
Dozens Flee Lofa County Over Witchcraft Charges
• Reports from Lofa County say several persons are fleeing Lawalazu town after being accused of witchcraft.
• According to reports, the situation followed a traditional doctor’s indictment of twenty-six persons for
witchcraft activities, five of whom have denied the allegations.
• The Guinean traditional doctor came into the county two weeks ago after he signed a memorandum of
understanding with citizens of Lawalazu.
• The reports quoting residents say they invited the Guinean traditional doctor because witchcraft activities
were on the increase in the town.
Rock Hill Residents Denied Reaching Eviction Agreement
• Residents of the Rock Hill Community near the Ducor Palace Hotel say they have not reached any
agreement with government for relocation and compensation.
• The Chairman of the community said the community and government are still holding discussions to
address the issue of land encroachment in the community.
• Andrew Ngolloe said in a meeting with Vice President Joseph Boakai the parties agreed for a second
survey to be conducted on the property.
• Mr. Ngolloe indicated the first survey conducted last year was done outside of the law and as such there
was a need to revisit it.
Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)
USAID Joins CBL, Others To Sign Agreements
Truth FM (News monitored today at 10:00 am)
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Health Minister, WHO Representative On Deadly Influenza H1N1 Virus

International Clips on Liberia
The President of Liberia, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, to visit Brazil – April 7 to 10, 2010
http://www.mre.gov.br/ingles/imprensa/nota_detalhe3.asp?ID_RELEASE=7988
At the invitation of President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, the President of Liberia, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, will visit
Brazil from April 7 to 12, 2010. She will be accompanied by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs; Agriculture; Land;
Mines and Energy; Trade; and Economic and Legal Affairs. This is the first visit of a Liberian President to Brazil.
On April 7, President Sirleaf will hold a meeting with President Lula and be honored with a luncheon at Palácio do
Itamaraty. In the afternoon, she will meet the President of the Federal Senate, José Sarney, the President of the
Chamber of Deputies, Michel Temer, and the President of the Supreme Federal Court, Minister Gilmar Mendes. On
April 8, the Liberian President will visit Salvador, where she will meet Governor Jaques Wagner, Mayor João
Henrique, and deliver a lecture on Brazil-Liberia relations at the Federal University of Bahia. She will also visit the
headquarters of Odebrecht. On April 9, in Rio de Janeiro, President Sirleaf will visit the headquarters of the
companies Petrobrás and OGX. On April 10, the Liberian President will visit Vale’s mining complex in Serra dos
Carajás.
Libel Suits with Huge Penalties on the Rise in Liberia
http://www1.voanews.com/english/news/africa/west/Butty-Liberia-Media-Libel-Suits-07April1090070112.html
In Liberia, lawyers for the print and online editions of Front Page Africa newspaper go to court Wednesday to
answer a $2 million libel suit brought by former Liberian agriculture minister J. Chris Toe. Toe claims Front Page
Africa libeled him by printing false and misleading information about him. The court appearance comes as a civil
law court judge Monday upheld a $900,000 libel verdict against the New Democrat newspaper for committing ‘libel
per se’ against Consolidated Group, one of the companies of former President Charles Taylor. Peter Quaqua,
president of the Press Union of Liberia said his organization hopes the sudden rise in libel suits is not intended to
silence the independent media. “I do know that our country is currently in a fight against corruption and the media
has been in the forefront of the fight, but now the media itself is being fought. We have seen at least three lawsuits.
Our hope is that these lawsuits are not intended scare the media away from reporting some of these corruption
cases,” he said. Quaqua said his comments should not be misconstrued as condoning bad press in Liberia.

International Clips on West Africa
Ivory Coast
Ivory Coast extends deadline on debt exchange
LONDON, April 7 (Reuters) - Ivory Coast has extended the deadline for a debt exchange offer to April 8 from April
6, according to a statement seen by Reuters on Wednesday, as some debt holders have held back from
participating in the deal. Ivory Coast, the world's top cocoa producer, is exchanging six defaulted Brady bonds
totalling around 2.2 billion euros and issuing a new U.S. dollar 23-year bond. The new debt will be issued at a ratio
of $800 for every $1,000 tendered. Ivory Coast debt has been rising in recent months in expectation of the
restructuring, but holders of French franc PDI (past-due interest) bonds due 2018 have so far shown less
enthusiasm for the new deal. "Ivory Coast has extended its exchange offer for a further two days in order to
address a lower than expected participation rate among holders of the French franc-denominated Brady bonds,"
said Richard Segal, analyst at Knight Capital. "As of the close of business yesterday, the participation rate on the
French franc PDI bonds was only 71.9 percent, under the 75 percent threshold specified in the exchange offer
document."
BOA Ivory Coast float postponed due to huge demand
ABIDJAN (Reuters) - The Abidjan-based, West African regional bourse BRVM delayed Wednesday's planned
flotation of Bank of Africa (BOA) Ivory Coast by one day after demand pushed the share price beyond the daily limit,
bourse officials said. The bank planned to float 600,000 shares at a reference price of 23,000 CFA francs but heavy
demand immediately pushed the market price to 28,000 CFA, well outside the maximum price movement of 7.5
percent allowable per day. The flotation will now take place on Thursday at an initial price set somewhere between
24-25,000 CFA and with a one-off increase in the permissable daily trading range. That increase was not
immediately specified. "It's a real success. It shows the success of the public offering -- investors who did not get
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any shares then are trying to get hold of some on the market," BRVM managing director Jean-Paul Gillet said of
January's offer of 120,000 BOA Ivory Coast shares. Many of West Africa's biggest companies trade on the 12-yearold BRVM, including index major Sonatel, Senegal's national telecoms company. International investors say the
limited liquidity of the bourse, where sometimes fewer than 100 shares change hands each day, has been a factor
holding back interest in its stocks.
Sierra Leone
Broadband coming to Sierra Leone at a dial-up modem’s pace
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/africa/100406/broadband-coming-sierra-leone-at-dialmodem%E2%80%99s-pace
For all the progress Sierra Leone and other West African post-conflict nations have made in recent years, one thing
has remained elusive — high-speed internet access. Internet cafes are packed with people during the day, yet most
spend their time idly staring at pages loading at a snail's pace or at lost network connections. Most of the country
and the region rely on satellite networks, which, by the time signals are beamed to earth and dispersed, are as slow
as America’s old-school dial-up speeds. Purchasing extra capacity on satellites is costly and often does little to
increase speeds.
****

