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Concord Times
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Concord Times
Monday, 10 May 2010
Top ICC Prosecutor in Kenya to Probe Election Violence
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Friday, 7 May 2010
John Kollie

NEWS ITEM
One of the charges against Former Liberian President, Charles Taylor is unlawful killing
or murder which constitutes war crime. The Defence 11th Witness testified on Friday that
Mr. Taylor’s rebel group, the NPFL killed its first Prisoner of War, POW at the border
with Ivory Coast. Mr. Edward Zamay also said the initial plan of the NPFL was to attack
the Government of Former President Samuel Doe and overthrow it within 72 hours, but
one of their Special Forces betrayed them. John Kollie transcribes reports from The
Hague on the trial of former Liberian president Charles Taylor...
‘’We killed the first wounded prisoner of war because he was an enemy soldier, and he exchanged fire
with our men’’, Defence Witness, Edward Zamay told the Judges.
Mr. Zamay said the Prisoner of War killed by the NPFL Forces was the only survival of a re-enforcement
sent to Gbutuo, Nimba County by Former President Samuel Doe.
Mr. Zamay’s testimonies about the Prisoner of War claimed the attention of Justice Teresa Doherty and
the Presiding Judge, Julia Sebutinde.
Mr. Zamay, the Defence 11th Witness told the Judges that NPFL had planned to simultaneously attack all
military installations in around Monrovia at 5a.m on December 25, 1989.
He said NPFL Forces trained in Libya infiltrated Camps Schiefflin, Naama, the Barclay Training Center,
among others.
But Mr. Zamay testified that one of their Special Forces identified as Sam Tozay betrayed them by
exposing their war plan to Former President Samuel Doe. The Direct examination of Mr. Edward Zamay
continues on Monday.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
7 May 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia
UNMIL and related UN agencies were not reported in the media today.

Local News on Liberian issues
New Appointments in Government
[The Informer, The Inquirer]
•
•

•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has made new appointments in government pending confirmation by the
Senate.
Those appointed are Romeo Quiah, Deputy Executive Director, Environmental Protection Agency; Dr.
Charles McClain, Deputy Agriculture Minister for Administration; Sizi Subah, Deputy Agriculture Minister for
Technical Services, and Paul Jallah, Assistant Agriculture Minister for Regional Development.
Others appointed are Yah Kallain, Commissioner, UNESCO, Education Ministry; Robert Duo,
Commissioner, Yarwin Mehsonnoh Disrtict, Nimba County; Tennyson Falkornia, Superintendent, Foya
District; and Shirley Brown, Commissioner, Bain-Garr District, among others.

President Sirleaf Consoles Nigeria
[The Analyst, The Informer, The Inquirer]
•
•
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has described the fallen Nigerian President Umaru Yar’Adua as a man of
integrity who earned the respect and admiration of his peers.
President Sirleaf said Africa has lost one of its finest sons at a critical junction when the continent is striving
to accelerate the pace of socio-economic growth.
The Liberian leader said the late President Yar’Adua will be remembered for his far-sightedness and astute
leadership both as President and Chairman of ECOWAS.
President Sirleaf sent two messages of condolences, one to the Government and people of Nigeria and the
other to former First Lady of Nigeria, Madam Yar’Adua.
In the messages, President Sirleaf expressed deepest condolences to the Government and people of
Nigeria and the bereaved family on behalf of the Liberian government and its people.

High Court Advises Legislature to Seek In-house Settlement on Threshold Bill
[Daily Observer, New Democrat]
•
•
•
•
•
•

Justice-In-Chambers Kabineh Jan’eh has advised the Legislature to reach an out-of-court settlement on the
writs of prohibition filed against the passage of the threshold bill.
Justice Jan’eh told the Legislature to handle the issue with the petitioners from now to May 15.
According to the Justice-In-Chambers, if the case is not resolved in-house, it would be taken to the full
bench of the Supreme Court.
The statement by Justice Jan’eh was transmitted Thursday by the Senate’s Judiciary Committee which met
with the Justice-In- Chambers Wednesday.
The head of the Senate’s Judiciary Committee, Senator Joseph Nagbe said during the meeting Justice
Jan’eh expressed disappointment over the Legislature.
Senator Nagbe said Justice-In-Chambers was concerned about the way the Legislature was debating the
threshold bill despite a stay order by the High Court.

Senate Orders GAC Audit Report Probed
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[The Analyst, Heritage]
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Senate has mandated its Pubic Accounts and Audit Committee to investigate the audit reports
submitted by the General Auditing Commission (GAC).
The Senate said the Jonathan Banney Committee must conduct the investigation and report to the plenary
within one month.
The mandate followed a one-page letter by Bong County Senator Jewel Howard Taylor drawing the
Senate’s attention to the GAC’s audit reports before it.
Senator Taylor observed since 2008, no concrete step has been taken to address the issues raised and the
recommendations contained in the GAC audits.
The Bong lawmaker reminded her colleagues that total disrespect of the rule of law and alleged acts of
rampant corruption were some of the causes of the war.
Senator Taylor’s letter was endorsed by the Senate after a brief discussion with authorization given to the
Banney Committee to advise the plenary.

National Education Loan Bill Submitted To Senate
[National Chronicle, The Analyst, Public Agenda]
•
•
•
•
•
•

A bill seeking the creation of a national education loan programme has been submitted to the Senate.
The bill under the sponsorship of Maryland Senator John Ballout is intended to compliment government’s
national scholarship programme.
Senator Ballout said the bill will alleviate some of the difficulties being experienced by less fortunate
Liberians desirous of seeking education.
He said if enacted into law, government will make an annual budgetary allotment of US$1 million to the
national education loan programme.
According to him, an autonomy Board of Directors would be established to run the loan initiative, which will
cover students from undergraduate and vocational training levels across the country.
Senator Ballout’s bill has been sent to the Senate’s Committees on Education, Ways, Means and Finance
for review.

PRS Monitors Deployed In Five Counties
[The News, The Analyst, The Informer, The Inquirer, Heritage]
•

The Liberia Poverty Reduction Strategy Tracking Network, a coalition of civil organizations has begun
deploying field officers to monitor the Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS).
• A release from the coalition said the deployment commenced simultaneously in five counties including
Rivercess, Gbarpolu, Bong, Grand Kru and Lofa.
• The deployment is a subset of the larger monitoring project concentrating on the Infrastructure and Basic
Social Services Pillar of the Liberian PRS.
• It is part of the Network’s project titled: “Follow the Money: Using Human Rights Based Approaches to
Track the Liberian PRS”, which also intends to assess the participation of local communities.
• The Network Programme Manager, Kanio Gbala, says the project which represents the first major
involvement of mainstream Liberian civil society with the PRS, would cover issues of development,
transparency and accountability in project procurement and delivery.
Criminal Court Sentences Nine to Death for Murdering PPCC Boss
[The News, Front Page Africa, New Democrat, The Informer, The Inquirer, Heritage]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Criminal Court ‘A’ has finally sentenced to death by hanging nine men for murdering the late chairman of
the Public Procurement and Concession Commission (PPCC), Keith Jubah.
The men were indicted for criminal conspiracy, murder and criminal mischief for the commissioned of the
crimes at the Morris Farm Plantation in Todee, Margibi County.
Although the men earlier pleaded non-guilty, the court endorsed the verdict of the jurors that the men
conspired to kill the deceased and set his body ablaze along with his vehicle in November 2009.
They were however sentenced after the court denied a 20-count motion filed by the Public Defense Team
of Montserrado County for a new trial.
The Public Defenders filed the motion on grounds that the jurors’ verdict was against the weight of the
evidence produced by the state.
But in his final judgment, Judge Sekajipo Wollor maintained that the evidence produced by the state
including three single-barrel guns and several cutlasses were sufficient to provide the indictment.
The convicts are expected to face their death penalty on May 24, but their lawyers have taken exception to
the final judgment and announced an appeal to Supreme Court of Liberia.
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Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
New Appointments in Government
President Sirleaf Consoles Nigeria
Information Minister Represents Liberia at EXPO 2010
• President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf has appointed Information Minister Cletus Sieh Commissioner General for
the China EXPO 2010.
• Minister Sieh whose appointment was made Wednesday by the President replaces Minister Natty Davis.
• According to a dispatch, Minister Sieh is expected to attend the second Steering Committee at the EXPO
Center in Shangai Friday.
• Liberia was elected second Vice President last year for the EXPO 2010.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
High Court Advises Legislature to Seek In-house Settlement on Threshold Bill
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Senate Orders GAC Audit Report Probed
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
National Education Loan Bill Submitted To Senate
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
House Yet To Receive Copies of 2010/11 Draft Fiscal Budget
• The House of Representatives says it has not received the official copies of the draft fiscal budget for
2010/2011 as announced by the Finance Ministry.
• The House said the proposed budget submitted to the office of Speaker Alex Tyler by the Finance Ministry
was a symbolic copy.
• House spokesman Isaac Redd said the symbolic copy of the draft budget represents a transmittal message
by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.
• According to him, it was a technical error for Finance Minister Augustine Ngafuan to announce that the draft
budget was submitted to the Legislature.
• Mr. Redd stressed that unless each member of the House is served a copy of the draft budget, no
discussion would be held on the financial document, noting that it was strange and unacceptable for
Minister Ngafuan to submit one copy of the budget to the Speaker and claimed to have served the
Legislature.
• Meanwhile, the House has instructed its Chief Clerk, James Kabba to inform President Sirleaf that the
2010/2011 draft budget is not before it’s plenary.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
PRS Monitors Deployed In Five Counties
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)

Truth FM (News monitored today at 10:00 am)
Criminal Court Sentences Nine to Death for Murdering PPCC Boss
ERU Class Five Graduates Today
• Forty-seven officers of Class Five of the Emergency Response Unit (ERU) of the Liberia National Police are
expected to graduate this Friday following four months of intensive training.
• Class Five according to the US Embassy will be the last to be formally trained under the US government
commitment to train and equip the Police ERU.
• Friday graduates will bring to 335 the number of ERU officers in the LNP.
• The US Embassy release said Ambassador Linda Thomas Greenfield is expected to grace the occasion at
the National Police Training Academy in Paynesville.

International Clip on Liberia
Sweden to open embassies in Kigali, Monrovia, Ouagadougou
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Dar es Salaam – (PANA) Sweden Thursday announced its decision to open embassies in Kigali, Monrovia, and
Ouagadougou, in a move to beef up its diplomatic presence in Africa. "We see a clear need to strengthen Sweden's
diplomatic presence in these locations, particularly in view of our substantial development cooperation in these
countries," said Foreign Affairs Minister Carl Bildt. In 2007, Stockholm decided to focus Swedish development
assistance on a limited number of countries while maintaining section offices in ten of these countries for some
time. "To support the implementation of Swedish-financed aid projects in the best possible way, it is the
Government's assessment that upgrading the section offices to embassies is warranted," said a statement issued
by the Foreign Affairs Ministry. It added that the upgrade of these offices would take place in autumn 2010, and that
the embassies would be represented on site by an acting head of mission known as a chargé d' affaires. According
to the statement, ambassadors representing the embassies in Ouagadougou and Monrovia will be stationed in
Stockholm. The ministry said the embassies would focus on political dialogue and reporting on development
cooperation. They will conduct limited activities in the areas of migration and consular services.

International Clips on West Africa
Guinea
Guinea’s military leader refuses postponement of elections
http://en.afrik.com/article17601.html
The head of the joint AU-UN-ECOWAS mission, General Lamine Cissé has presented his first evaluation report of
the restructuring of the defense and security sector in Guinea to the interim president, Sékouba Konate. The
ceremony took place at the Palais du Peuple Tuesday in Conakry. General Konate used the occasion to warn his
officials against any attempt to extend the transitional period. "Nobody has the power or right, especially within my
immediate entourage and among my closest collaborators, to extend the transition or delay the election for any
reason whatsoever," said General Sékouba Konate as he received the evaluation report on the restructuring of the
Defence and security sector from the joint AU-UN-ECOWAS mission. Sékouba Konate added that he and his team
will leave office after June 27. "We will all leave after June 27 which, in time and history, marks the end of our
mission, our mandate," he said. However, many suspect Tibou Kamara, Minister Secretary General of the
Presidency, of trying to have the pending elections postponed after a recent letter he addressed to Rabiatou Serah
Diallo, President of the National Council of transition, proposed the adoption of a new constitution by referendum.
Given the limited time-frame before the presidential election, which is scheduled to take place on June 27, Mr.
Kamara’s proposal could suggest a possible postponement. This came after the interim Prime Minister, Jean Marie
Dore, had suggested the adoption of the new constitution by referendum.
Global CST, run by retired IDF general Israel Ziv, has been fined for contracting with Guinea against
regulations
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/features/yossi-melman-defense-ministry-fines-firm-that-sent-elitetraining-force-to-guinea-1.288559
The Defense Ministry's recently fined Global CST and its owner, Maj. Gen. (ret.) Israel Ziv for deviating from the
restricted permit it was granted by the ministry and signing a contract with the government of Guinea to set up and
train Special Forces there and supply them with weapons. According to sources in the Defense Ministry, it was
agreed that the fine, around NIS 90,000, would not be transferred to the state's coffers, and instead the company
would invest it in developing training courses for its employees, where they would learn the Defense Ministry's
guidelines and export regulations. Global CST denies they were fined, but confirmed that it had been ordered to
retrain its employees. In December 2009 and January 2010, Haaretz published a series of articles describing how
Ziv and former Tel Aviv police commander David Tzur, former foreign minister Shlomo Ben Ami, former deputy
defense minister Ephraim Sneh, former Israeli ambassador to France Nissim Zvili and others got together in order
to work in Guinea, a small, resource rich, West African country. They got a ten million dollar contract, among others,
to set up and train a special military guard for Capt. Moussa Dadis Camara, who seized power in Guinea and
appointed himself president. The contract stipulated that Ziv would supply the force with gear and weapons. To that
end Israeli instructors, who were veterans of the Israel Defense Forces and the defense establishment, arrived in
Guinea at Ziv's behest.
Côte d’Ivoire
UNOCI trains political actors and civil society in Agnibilekrou on human rights and creating a peaceful
electoral environment
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Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire/African Press Organization (APO)/ — The United Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire
(UNOCI), in partnership with the Local Committee for the Monitoring of Actions for Peace (LCMAP), on Tuesday, 4
May 2010 organized a training workshop on “Human Rights and Elections” for the political actors and civil society in
Agnibilékrou, 266 km northeast of Abidjan. Outlining the objectives of the training, Yétamasso Appolle, of the
Human Rights Division said that “the meeting was aimed at strengthening participants’ capacity in human rights and
encouraging them to work towards the smooth holding of elections (…)”. Referring to international, regional and
national norms of human rights with regard to elections, Mrs. Yétamasso called on participants to vote massively
with tolerance, freedom, non-violence and mutual respect. “Always be united now and after elections”, she advised.
For his part, Bernard Aka Malan, of the Public Information Office called on the workshop’s participants to accept the
results of the election with fair-play. “Accepting defeat without violence does not show weakness but is an evidence
of support for lasting peace in Côte d’Ivoire”, he said.
Ivory Coast Palm Oil Firm to Cut Emissions
Reuters - Ivory Coast's top palm oil producer has joined forces with Swedish carbon offset firm Tricorona to replace
its fossil fuel inputs with waste wood chips and palm kernels, the firm said. SIFCA Group, one of West Africa's top
oil and rubber producers, aims to start the biofuel project by September. Senior project engineer Mathieu Kacou
told Reuters in a recent visit it will take a net 45,337 tonnes of its carbon dioxide emissions out of the atmosphere
annually, equivalent to taking 8,200 passenger vehicles off the road for a year. It will also slash SIFCA's own
energy costs by more than half, from around 21,000 CFA francs ($42.99) per tonne of steam generated to 11,000
CFA francs per tonne to run its factories. He declined to comment on how much the project was worth.
Sierra Leone
Sierra Leone's anti-corruption chief resigns
BBC - The head of Sierra Leone's Anti-Corruption Commission, Abdul Tejan-Cole, has resigned. His reasons for
doing so have not been made public. He had been in the post since December 2007. The BBC's Umaru Fofana in
Freetown says Mr Tejan-Cole had been very active in his fight against corruption. A minister has already been
sacked and the former minister of fisheries and marine resources is currently on trial for financial impropriety.
Before his appointed, Mr Tejan-Cole was a prominent human rights lawyer with a reputation for strict probity. Our
correspondent says corruption is seen as one of the reasons for the outbreak of civil war in the country in the
1990s. It is also seen as the reason the country has been almost consistently at the bottom of the UN's human
development index, despite its huge mineral resources, he says.
Sierra Leone's ambassador to China sacked for "gross misconduct"
Xinhua - Sierra Leone's Ambassador to China Abdul Karim Koroma has been sacked for "gross misconduct," the
Ministry of Information told Xinhua on Thursday. President Ernest Bai Koroma has recalled the ambassador in a
move of discipline, Information Minister Ibrahim Ben-Kargbo said. The minister said the ambassador was recalled
following reports that he had sexually abused a female staff and brutalized her. He said the decision was taken after
a thorough investigations was carried out finding the ambassador culpable. In a similar development, the West
African country's Ambassador to Russia Mohamed Turay has also been relieved of his duties over allegations that
"his son had been indulged in a series of unlawful activities with Russian women." The Russian government
allegedly wrote to the Sierra Leone Foreign Ministry, asking for the recall of the ambassador. The Russian
government accused the ambassador of assisting "his son escape justice," the minister told Xinhua.
****

