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Star Radio (Liberia)
Monday, 10 May 2010
Ex-President Taylor reportedly develops heart trouble
Report says former Liberian President Charles Taylor has developed a heart problem at his war crimes
trial in The Hague.
According to the report, Mr. Taylor’s heart problem Taylor started early Monday.
The spokesman of the Taylor Family in Liberia Sando Johnson described the heart problem facing the
former President as very serious.
Mr. Johnson said the news of the heart problem on the former President was revealed by the wife of Mr.
Taylor in Liberia, Victoria Addison-Taylor.
According to him, the situation has created fear in the Taylor family because the former President is
allegedly being denied advanced treatment.
Mr. Johnson called for the speedy intervention of the Liberian government and the international
community to avoid the potential death of Mr. Taylor.
Although the claim by Mr. Johnson has not been independently confirmed, STAR Radio has obtained a
report that Mr. Taylor was absent from Court Monday.
The report by the BBC World Service Trust Correspondent in The Hague said Taylor’s absence forced the
Court to abruptly adjourn.
However, no reason was given for the absence of Mr. Taylor from his war crimes trial.
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Charlestaylortrial.org
Monday, 10 May 2010
Court Adjourned For One Day As Charles Taylor Is Absent In Court
By Alpha Sesay
The trial of Charles Taylor sitting in The Hague was adjourned on Monday morning and will resume on
Tuesday as the former Liberian president was absent in court today.
When court resumed this morning, Mr. Taylor was conspicuously absent for reasons that were not
discussed in public. Mr. Taylor’s defense counsel, Courtenay Griffiths, asked that the court be put into
closed session where the reasons for Mr. Taylor’s absence were discussed. When court returned into open
session, the judges announced that based on a request by defense lawyers – a request which was granted
by the judges – the could will adjourn for the day and resume on Tuesday.
The judges also today asked defense lawyers to give an indication of when the defense case will be
concluded. In his response, Mr. Taylor’s lead defense counsel Mr. Griffiths informed the judges that an
optimistic position would be that the defense case will be concluded at the end of August or early
September this year when all defense witnesses would have testified. Presiding judge of the chamber,
Justice Julia Sebutinde, cautioned Mr. Griffiths that the bench reserves the right or authority to order the
defense to reduce their witness list as according to her, the burden of proof in this case lies on the
prosecution, and not the defense.
Mr. Taylor’s trial will continue tomorrow with the continuation of the testimony of the 11th defense
witness, Mr. Timan Edward Zammy
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Charlestaylortrial.org (The Hague)
Friday, 7 May 2010
Liberia: Judges Question Witness About The Killing Of A Prisoner Of War By The NPFL
Alpha Sesay
When a defense witness said that Liberian rebel forces killed a wounded Prisoner of War (POW) because
he was still considered an enemy soldier, judges in the trial of former Liberian President took a keen
interest today. (It is against international law to execute prisoners of war who have laid down their arms
and who have not first received a fair trial).
“We killed the first wounded prisoner of war because he was an enemy soldier, and he exchanged fire
with our men,” said Timeh Edward Zammy, a former member of Mr. Taylor’s rebel group, the National
Patriootic Front of Liberia told the Special Court for Sierra Leone.
Mr. Zammy was referring to the first prisoner of war that was captured along the Liberian border with
Ivory Coast in 1989 because he had had attempted to exchange fire with the rebels. He said the POW was
among Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL) personnel sent by former Liberian president Samuel Doe to
prevent the NPFL from taking the Liberian town of Gbutuo in Nimba County.
His statement drew questions from two judges: Justice Teresa Doherty and presiding judge, Justice Julia
Sebutinde.
“Did you kill a Prisoner of War?” Justice Doherty asked the witness.
“The Prisoner of War was the soldier, one of the soldiers who exchanged fires with our men, and he was
an enemy. He never surrendered,” the witness said.
“Please answer my question,” Justice Doherty said again.
“I said yes, he was an enemy who attacked us,” Mr. Zammy said.
“Mr. Witness, the question was simply, did you kill the Prisoner of War?” the presiding judge, Justice
Sebutinde asked.
“Yes, he was killed because he was an enemy, a soldier who attacked us,” the witness responded.
“I did not ask you why, we just wanted to hear whether the prisoner was killed or not killed. That was the
only question,” Justice Sebutinde pressed the witness further.
The witness eventually said that the prisoner was killed.
Mr. Taylor is on trial for allegedly providing support to Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels in the
commission of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other serious violations of international
humanitarian law committed in the territory of Sierra Leone from 1996 to 2002. To prove their case
against Mr. Taylor, prosecutors have sought to raise issues concerning the commission of similar crimes
in Liberia when Mr. Taylor was leader of the NPFL and later president of Liberia. Prosecutors have tried
to establish that crimes committed in Liberia were similar to or the same as those committed by the RUF
in Sierra Leone. Mr. Taylor’s defense team, however, has rejected all allegations against him, and has
sought to present a case which focuses on Mr. Taylor’s role as a peacemaker and a leader who was
interested only in the welfare of his people and of neighboring countries.
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Mr. Zammy, in continuing his discussion on how the Liberian civil war was conducted told the court that
when the NPFL attacked Liberia in 1989, the military plan was to overthrow the government of former
president Doe within 72 hours. This, he said, was not possible because one of the NPFL Special Forces
who had been trained in Libya betrayed the revolution. According to the witness, Sam Tozay, a Special
Forces officer, disclosed all their military plans to former president Doe.
“Sam went and met Doe, and then revealed all our secrets to Samuel Kayan Doe–how we were trained,
where we were trained, who is leading us, our strength, our total number, he explained everything, and
then the men we had even sent inside, he explained every thing about them–how they used to dress, the
types of signals they had on themselves as an identifying symbol, the way they were dressing in a special
commando form, so then the information had leaked. And they started arresting those guys.” Mr. Zammy
said.
The plan was to launch a simultaneous attack on all military installations in and around Monrovia at 5am
on December 25, 1989. Among the military installations attacked, the witness said, were Camp Nama,
Camp Sheiffling and the Barclay Training Center.
Mr. Zammy’s testimony continues on Monday.
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Huffington Post
Tuesday, 4 May 2010
Naomi Campbell Refuses To Testify In Charles Taylor 'Blood Diamond' Case, Breaks ABC News
Naomi Campbell was asked about the incident by ABC News, and refused to answer the questions. She
finally ended the interviews by saying "Thank you so much, good bye." She couldn't stop herself,
however, from seemingly hitting and smashing the camera on her way out.
Supermodel Naomi Campbell's lips are sealed about a huge, uncut "blood diamond" that was allegedly
given to her by former Liberian President Charles Taylor, the New York Post reports. Campbell received
the diamond in 1997 when she was a guest of Nelson Mandela's in South Africa. Mia Farrow recalled:
"Naomi Campbell came down...she said during the night some men had knocked on her door and she,
half-asleep, had opened the door and it was representatives of President Charles Taylor and that they had
given her a huge diamond. And we were like, 'Oh, my gosh.'"
Prosecutors have accused Taylor of using the blood diamonds to purchase weapons for the Sierra Leone
rebels at the time. Approximately 50 victims of the violent events will testify in the Hague, however
Campbell refuses and denies ever receiving the diamond.
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United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
10 May 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia
UNHCR Transfers over US$125,000 Assets Ownership to CDA
[The News]
•
•
•
•

The United Nations High Commission for Refugee (UNHCR) recently transferred assets valued at an
original cost of over US$125,000 to the Cooperative Development Agency (CDA).
The items include one Toyota Land Cruiser Jeep, one pickup Toyota land Cruiser, four Yamaha
Motorcycles, two Saurer trucks, two sets of desktop computers and one printer.
Presenting the items, UNHCR Country Representative Ibrahima Coly said the transfer of ownership of the
assets to the CDA was his organization’s way of enhancing the capacity of cooperatives across the country.
Receiving the items, CDA Programme Manager Harris Wennie thanked the UNHCR for the gesture and its
unwavering support to the CDA.

Local News on Liberian issues
President Wade Holds Talks With Liberian Counterpart
[The Informer, Liberian Express, In Profile Daily, New Democrat]
•
•
•
•

Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade has arrived in Liberia for a one-day working visit.
The Senegalese leader was met upon arrival by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and an array of
government officials at the Roberts International Airport.
Upon arrival, Presidents Wade and Sirleaf began holding talks at the Presidential Lounge.
The talks are geared towards sustainable peace and security as well as economic cooperation between the
two West African countries.

New Unity Party Elects New Corps of Officers at Ganta Convention
[Daily Observer, Front Page Africa, The Inquirer, The Monitor, The Analyst, The Informer, Liberian Express,
National Chronicle, In Profile Daily, New Democrat]
•

A new Unity Party has been formed with Cllr. Varney Sherman elected on white ballot as its national
chairman.
• The new party came out of the merger convention of the ruling Unity Party, the Liberia Action Party and the
Liberia Unification Party in Ganta, Nimba County.
• Cllr. Sherman was unanimously elected national chairman after Cole Bangalu pulled out of the race.
• Isaac Manneh was also elected on white ballot as first national vice chairman after Mohammed Sheriff and
Morris Dukuly pulled out of the race.
• The convention elected Jeremiah Sulunteh, second national vice chairman and Henry Fahnbulleh, national
secretary general.
Coalition Launches Participatory Democracy Project
[The Analyst, National Chronicle]
•
•
•

A project aimed at mobilizing youths and women for participatory and transparent electoral process in
Liberia has been launched in the country.
The coalition of civil society organizations including the Liberia Democratic Institute (LDI), Federation of
Liberian Youths and WANEP launched the initiative.
An official of the coalition said the project intends to identify and bridge the gaps that affect youths and
women participation in the country’s democratic process.
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•
•
•
•

LDI’s Executive Director Dan Saryee observed limited participation of young people and women in the
electoral process does not show the true meaning of democracy.
Mr. Saryee however warned the project would not succeed in the absence of the passage of the
controversial population threshold bill.
For his part, National Elections Commission Chairman James Fromayan said credible elections are crucial
to every Liberian.
Mr. Fromayan said Liberia cannot afford to go back to the bitter past and called for the passage of the
threshold bill.

NDI Boss Stresses Women And Youth Participation … In Democratic Process
[The News]
•
•
•
•

The Resident Director of the National Democratic Institute (NDI) in Liberia Alexander Chavarria has
underscored the importance of women and youth participation in the democratic process of Liberia.
Mr. Chavarria said women and youth participation in any democratic process is key to sustaining
democracy in every nation.
The NDI boss spoke recently at the official launch of the project “Mobilizing Youths and Women for
Participatory and Transparent Electoral Processes in Liberia.”
He stated that no nation can boost of successful democracy if women and youth were not given the
opportunity to participate in the process.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
President Wade Holds Talks With Liberian Counterpart
New Unity Party Elects New Corps of Officers at Ganta Convention
Allotment to Complete Abandoned Structures Proposed
• A River Gee legislator has called for an allotment in the draft 2010/2011 budget to complete construction
works on abandoned government buildings.
• Senator Frederick Cherue said it was important to allocate funds to renovate public structures presently
lying in ruins.
• According to Senator Cherue, the reconstruction of these abandoned government buildings would save the
country from spending millions of dollars on rental.
• He identified some of the public structures yet to be completed as the National Housing and Savings Bank,
and the new Health and Defense Ministries.
• In a letter to the Senate, the River Gee lawmaker wondered why successive governments have failed to
complete construction works on these buildings.
• He stressed that the continued abandonment of these structures amounts to a form of political hatred which
has the propensity to create social disharmony and chaos.
• Senator Cherue’s letter has meanwhile been sent into committee room by the Senate for review and
subsequent action.
Education Minister Proposes New Academic Requirement
• Education Minister Othello Gongar has announced a new policy that will allow Liberian students to do
community service as an academic requirement.
• Minister Gongar said the new policy will take effect as of the next school year and will cover all sectors of
the academic community.
• The Education Minister said he has already instructed the Curriculum Division at the Ministry to include
community service in the curriculum.
• Mr. Gongar said under the new policy, students would be required to do some form of community service
every week and be graded based on performance.
• Minister Gongar said the new policy is part of several programmes the ministry has introduced to improve
the standard of education in the country.
Information Minister Admitted To EXPO 2010
• Information Minister Cletus Sieh has been admitted to the World EXPO 2010 in Shangai, China as Vice
Chairman of the Steering Committee for the African Pavilion.
• A dispatch from China says the Commissioner General of Japan, Hiroshi Tsukamoto expressed satisfaction
over Mr. Sieh’s appointment.
• Mr. Tsukamoto believes the appointment would further enhance greater collaboration with Liberia and the
West African sub-region.
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•

Responding, Minister Sieh said the selection of Liberia as Vice Chairman is an indication of the
international community’s commitment to bringing socio-economic growth to Liberia.

May Term of Court Begins Monday
• Circuit Courts throughput the country are today going through legal formalities to open for the May term of
court.
• Criminal Courts A, B, C and D in Montserrado County held their opening ceremony at the Temple of Justice
in Monrovia.
• The ceremony was held in the courtroom of Criminal Court A.
Coalition Launches Participatory Democracy Project
GTZ Wants Quality Vocational Education Introduced
• The German Technical Cooperation, GTZ has called on government to introduce vocational and technical
education at various institutions of learning in the country.
• GTZ Project Assistant Forkay Gagli said students of technical background remain poorly equipped to
compete with their colleagues on the international level.
• Mr. Gagli said if Liberia is to catch up with 21st century technology, the Ministries of Education and Youth
and Sports must upgrade the quality of vocational training.
• He made the statement Friday when he served as keynote speaker at the graduation exercises of more
than 150 students of the Monrovia Vocational Training Centre trained in various disciplines graduated.
• Earlier, Deputy Youth and Sports Minister Edwin Tetteh challenged the graduates to move in the society
and contribute to the nation-building process.
DEA Snares More Drug Dealers
• The Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) has arrested two Nigerians and a Liberian in the Point Four and
Paynesville Wood Camp Communities.
• According to a DEA release, Ameka Okafor was arrested with 250 wraps of marijuana and 11 wraps of
Italian White.
• Agents of the DEA also arrested Chika Orana with half plastic bag of precursor and one wrap of Italian
White.
• The DEA release said another dealer, Sonpon Teah was picked up with eight cans and 64 wraps of
marijuana.
• Meanwhile, the suspects have been sent to the New Kru Town and Paynesville Magisterial Courts awaiting
trial.

International Clips on West Africa
Guinea
Mia Farrow calls on Guinea to compensate women raped at last year's stadium massacre
Associated Press — UNICEF goodwill ambassador Mia Farrow is calling for women raped at last year's stadium
massacre to receive help and compensation. The U.S. actress says that she was profoundly touched by the
survivors she met in Guinea, where at least 156 people were killed and dozens were raped last September. Farrow
also said Sunday at the end of her five-day visit that she had seen children who could have been saved by better
health care. She says the upcoming June election also presents a unique opportunity for the West African country
to improve health care. The June vote could be the nation's first democratic election, as a coup leader grabbed in
power in 2008 and the nation had previously been led by two dictators since gaining independence from France.
Ivory Coast
Ivory Coast launches 60 bln CFA franc bond
Reuters - Ivory Coast has launched a three and half-year bond bearing 6.25 percent interest, hoping to raise 60
billion CFA ($122.8 million) to boost its economy, Sogebourse, one of the lead managers, said on Monday. The
bonds are in units of 10,000 CFA francs but will be sold for 9,800 CFA from April 30 to May 14 to encourage
investors across West Africa's eight-nation CFA zone, according to the official at Sogebourse. "The treasury has
gone to the financial market to raise funds to support the economy," the official said. The bond will be listed on
West Africa's franc-zone BRVM regional bourse. Ivory Coast is in the process of restructuring 2.2 billion euros of
defaulted Brady bonds, which it hopes to reissue in dollars. Ivory Coast's debt exchange is part of the Heavily
Indebted Poor Countries initiative, managed by the IMF and World Bank, which aims to write off the debts of some
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of the world's poorest countries. Ivory Coast is the world's top cocoa grower and used to be one of the most
stable and economically successful countries in West Africa. But it is still struggling to organise elections meant to
complete reunification after a 2002-2003 war left it divided.
Sierra Leone
WHO sees good progress on UN health goals for poor
Reuters - Far fewer children are dying and rates of malnutrition, HIV and tuberculosis are declining thanks to good
progress on health-related Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the World Health Organisation (WHO) said on
Monday. In its annual health report for 2010, the U.N. body said some countries had made impressive gains,
although others may struggle to meet some of the 2015 targets. "With five years remaining to the MDG deadline in
2015 there are some striking improvements," said the report, which is based on data collected from WHO's 193
member states. Liberia, Sierra Leone, Mozambique and Rwanda had made progress on child mortality despite
facing difficulties, WHO said. However the group said global results mask inequalities between countries, and some
nations' progress had been slowed by conflict, poor governance or humanitarian and economic crises. The
Millennium Development Goals were set in 2000 by 189 heads of state seeking to drive global policy to tackle
poverty, hunger, ill-health and lack of access to clean water, among other things.
****
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Radio Netherlands worldwide
Saturday, 8 May 2010
Ocampo in Nairobi
After a long day of work, ICC Chief Prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo returns to his hotel in Nairobi. He
sits down at the table of his air-conditioned, chilly room. He eats a few nuts and drinks his soda. I think he
must be exhausted, but the impressions of his first day in Kenya are still buzzing in his mind.
He arrived this morning at six o’clock at Jomo Kenyatta airport.
Only four hours later, he gave his first press conference which was
broadcast live on national television. There was even a TV crew
outside waiting to film him when he left.
Ocampo impressed me. He didn’t really talk to us journalists. He is
on a mission. And that mission is to “reach the average Kenyan”.
And he will do everything in his power to meet the high
expectations of Kenyans…people who witnessed awful bloodshed
during the post-election violence in 2007-2008. “I will do what I
promise. I will present at least two cases. That is what I will do. Don’t expect more.”
What left the deepest impression on him today?
In the early afternoon, Ocampo spoke to 30 victims from all over the country, people who lost their
daughters and sons, or an arm or a leg: “It was so interesting for me to better understand the fear they still
feel.”
He says the court in The Hague can help them. But today he told the victims that there is also the
possibility that the judges will hear cases in Arusha, right across the border in Tanzania. The prosecutor
was surprised to hear from all of them that they would prefer the trials to be held in The Hague. “The
Hague has become the capital of justice, and people want their cases to be tried there,” Ocampo says.
Tomorrow will be another busy day for the prosecutor who has been sleeping in airplanes for the last three
nights. But even the prosecutor of the world’s most famous court is tired. He is going to have something
to drink and then he’s off to bed.
I’m tired too. But I am just as impressed now as I was this morning about Ocampo's desire to tell Kenya
and the world about the need for peace and justice. I’m curious to see what he has to say tomorrow.
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide
Saturday, 8 May 2010
Ocampo wants to indict Kenyan suspects by Christmas
By Thijs Bouwknegt
The chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court promises to finalise investigations into Kenya’s
post-election violence within the next six months. Luis Moreno Ocampo expects to indict at least two
suspects by Christmas.
Ocampo is in the East African country for a five-day visit. In March, the International Criminal Court
(ICC) gave Ocampo the green light to launch investigations into crimes against humanity committed
during the 2007-2008 violence. Over one thousand people were killed and another 600,000 displaced.
The prosecutor said he is keen to meet the victims. “We will listen to all the victims who come to us,” he
said.
Soon after his arrival early Saturday morning, Ocampo told a press conference in the Kenyan capital,
Nairobi, that he expects to present two cases to the ICC by the end of the year. But for now, he said,
“there are no suspects.” He added that since he is working independently, he has to start from scratch. “I
have to find out who is criminally responsible in accordance with the evidence because the judges are
tough and that’s a good thing. So I have to be tough as well.”
His investigators have not yet started collecting evidence but Ocampo expects they will interview 30
witnesses in total.
Ocampo also made a pledge to the people who have been accused by local commissions and who
suspected that they were on his watch list. He said he would give them the opportunity to talk to him and
defend themselves.
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide
Thursday, 6 May 2010
Former Bosnian wartime commander acquitted by appeals court
By Lula Ahrens (Flicrk)

Sarajevo, Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Former Bosnian wartime
commander Milos Stupar
was acquitted by a
Bosnian appeals court on
Wednesday on grounds
of insufficient evidence.
He received a 40-year prison term in 2008 for involvement in the Srebrenica genocide.
Stupar, 46, was found guilty at the Bosnian War Crimes Chamber (BWCC) in 2008 of failing to prevent
the systematic murder of more than 1,000 Bosnians in one day in 1995.
The 1,000 Muslim men and boys were separated from their families and told they would be taken to
safety. Instead they were brought to a warehouse in the village of Kravica and murdered. Six others were
found guilty of the same crime. Stupar appealed against the conviction.
Mass murder
The mass murder at Srebrenica was part of a week-long massacre by Bosnian Serb forces led by Ratko
Mladic after their capture of the UN-protected enclave on July 11. Around 8,000 of 15,000 men and boys
were hunted down and killed during their escape through woods in what is regarded as Europe’s worst
atrocity since the Second World War. The events were labelled genocide by the Hague-based Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY).
The judge in Sarajevo said on Wednesday that Stupar could not have prevented the killings because he
replaced an injured commander a day after the incident took place.
Bosnian court
The BWCC was set up in 2005 to unburden the ICTY. IT has put dozens of Bosnian Serbs on trial over
Srebrenica. Twelve of them have been jailed, seven acquitted and seven are currently being tried.
Bosnian and international judges work together at the BWCC. Although generally seen as successful,
several sources say it risks being overwhelmed by its caseload and undermined by perceptions of ethnic
bias. It is also said that the court lacks a strategic approach.
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Reuters
Monday, 10 May 2010
ICTY prosecutor to judge Serbia by Mladic's arrest

Srebrenica, Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Serbia has no alternative to arresting
fugitive General Ratko Mladic to
prove its cooperation with an
international war crimes tribunal,
the prosecutor of the UN court said
on Tuesday.
"Priority is still the arrest of two remaining fugitives, among them Mladic," Serge Brammertz said in Srebrenica,
site of the 1995 massacre of around 8,000 Muslims by the Bosnian Serbs.
"I mentioned in the last report and will also mention in the next report that the arrest of the remaining two fugitives
Mladic and (Goran) Hadzic is at the centre of cooperation and there can be no alternative to their arrest."
Hadzic was political leader of Serbs in Croatia during the 1991-1995 war there. Mladic commanded Bosnian Serb
forces in July 1995 when they took over the eastern enclave of Srebrenica that had been put under UN protection.
The slaughter that followed was Europe's worst atrocity since World War Two.
Mladic went underground about a decade ago, but casts a large shadow over Serbia because the Balkan country's
future progress towards European Union membership is contingent upon Belgrade's full cooperation with the
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, based in The Hague.
Brammertz's report to the UN Security Council in June will provide a key signal to EU states as they mull whether
to proceed on Belgrade's December application for membership.
"Because of the crimes that were allegedly committed by General Mladic, the tribunal was set up," the Belgian
prosecutor said at the Srebrenica memorial where he met victims' relatives.
Brammertz was visiting Srebrenica for the first time since he took the job in 2008. Accompanied by mothers who
lost relatives, he walked among the rows of white Islamic tombstones at the cemetery for victims near the town.
Authorities are still finding remains of some victims in unmarked mass graves. So far, 3,749 victims have been
buried, and another 2,000 bodies are awaiting full DNA identification.
In July, Suhra Sehomerovic will bury her two sons along with another 800 identified victims. "I've been waiting for
this for 15 years, and now I don't know if I'll be able to survive it," she said.
The tribunal has indicted Mladic and his political chief Radovan Karadzic for genocide in Srebrenica. Karadzic is
on trial in The Hague while Mladic is still on the run, believed to be hiding in Serbia.
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Agence France Presse
Monday, 10 May 2010
Serbia uncovers Kosovo Albanian mass grave

Belgrade, Serbia
Serbia has uncovered a
mass grave believed to
contain the bodies of some
250 ethnic Albanians killed
during the 1998-1999
conflict in Kosovo, its war
crimes prosecutor told AFP
on Monday.
"Serbia's war crimes
prosecution office and EULEX (the EU's law and police mission in Kosovo) together uncovered the mass grave
with presumably 250 bodies of Kosovo Albanians," prosecutor Vladimir Vukcevic said.
The grave was found in a pond at a quarry in the southwestern Serbian town of Raska, near the border with Kosovo,
he said.
Exhumation is expected to begin soon, after the number of victims was estimated from witnesses statements and
analysis of aerial photographs.
"This is more proof that Serbia does not shy away from its dark past and is ready to bring to justice all those who
have committed crimes" regardless of their nationality or position, Vukcevic said.
During the conflict, security forces controlled by then strongman Slobodan Milosevic transported the remains of
hundreds of ethnic Albanian civilians to several locations in Serbia, including the capital Belgrade, in a bid to cover
up mass killings and war crimes.
In 2001, the remains of more than 830 Kosovo Albanians were found at three sites in Serbia.
Over 700 bodies were meanwhile uncovered in a mass grave located within a special anti-terrorist police unit's
compound in the Belgrade suburb of Batajnica suburb.
Seventy-seven other corpses were found in the same police unit's training centre in the eastern Serbian town of
Petrovo Selo, and 50 bodies were uncovered nearby the western Serbian town of Perucac.
Former top police official and Serbian deputy interior minister during the Kosovo conflict, Vlastimir Djordjevic, is
believed to have ordered the vast cover-up operation.
Djordjevic is currently on trial before the Hague-based UN war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY)
on charges of deportation, forcible transfer, murder and persecution of Kosovo Albanians during the conflict.
According to the provisional list of a joint Kosovo-Serbian working group tasked with shedding light on the fate of
persons unaccounted for in the Kosovo war, 1,862 people are still missing. More than 1,000 are ethnic Albanians.
The conflict in Kosovo claimed around 13,000 victims, most of them ethnic Albanians. The war ended after a
NATO bombing campaign in 1999 ousted Serb armed forces from the province, which was then put under UN
administration.
Kosovo declared independence in 2008 - a move recognised by the United States and most EU member states, but
challenged by Belgrade.

