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CharlesTaylorTrial.com (The Hague)
Thursday, 29 April 2010
Liberia: NPFL Commanders Formed Black Ghadafa To Fight Against Charles Taylor, Witness
Says
By Alpha Sesay
Some commanders in Charles Taylor’s Liberian rebel movement formed a renegade group to undermine
the revolution and overthrow Mr. Taylor, a defense witness told the Special Court for Sierra Leone today.
This testimony sits in tension with prosecution allegations that the Black Ghadafa group was set up by the
former Liberian president, who then sent it across the border to help out Sierra Leone’s rebel forces.
Karnah Edward Mineh, a former commander in Mr. Taylor’s National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL)
rebel group, told the court about his training at the Libyan revolutionary camp, Tajura, in the late 1980s
and his subsequent deployment to fight in Liberia.
His testimony covered an issue which has been a source of much disagreement between Mr. Taylor and
prosecutors — the establishment of the renegade group: Black Ghadafa.
Special Court for Sierra Leone
Prosecutors have claimed that it was Mr. Taylor who created the Black Ghadafa group and that he sent
them to provide support to Sierra Leone’s Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels. Mr. Taylor has told
the court that Black Ghadafa was established by commanders in his rebel group who were bent on
overthrowing him as NPFL leader. The former president added that members of Black Ghadafa were
arrested and investigated and after they confessed that they had established the group to overthrow Mr.
Taylor, they were subsequently executed. These NPFL commanders included Oliver Varnie, General
Dibong, Anthony Menkunagbe, Timothy Moriba and One-Man One. Prosecutors say that Mr. Taylor
executed these men because he did not want to entertain any opposition to his reign as NPFL leader.
Today in court, Mr. Mineh corroborated the former Liberian president’s evidence. According to Mr.
Mineh, Mr. Taylor deployed him to the Cape Mount region during the war in Liberia. There, he said he
joined Mr. Varnie, General Dibong and others to fight against United Liberation Movement for
Democracy in Liberia (ULIMO) rebels, who were attacking the NPFL from Sierra Leone. The witness
explained that while he was the commander at Cape Mount, Mr. Varnie and others started conniving
against him and supporting ULIMO rebels to fight against the NPFL.
“Oliver Varnie, Dibong and One-Man-One conspired against me,” Mr. Mineh said.
“All supplies sent to me were given to the enemy. Dibong will send all supplies to the enemy ULIMO and
ULIMO began to attack us,” he added.
Asked by defense counsel for Mr. Taylor, Mr. Silas Chikera, to explain why the NPFL commanders had
given NPFL supplies to ULIMO, the witness explained that “they joined ULIMO and they formed a unit
to fight against us.”
“They called the unit Black Ghadafa,” he said.
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Explaining that Black Ghadafa and ULIMO were united, Mr. Mineh said that “these people turned against
us. They conspired to fight against Mr. Taylor.”
“They were arrested. When they investigated them, they confessed” that they were planning to overthrow
Mr. Taylor, according to Mr. Mineh.
Mr. Mineh also told the court that the men who formed Black Ghadafa had asked him to join them and
when he refused, they threatened to kill him.
Witnesses have given different accounts about the group called the Black Ghadafa. While some have said
that they saw members of the group in the RUF headquarter town of Buedu (Kailahun District, eastern
Sierra Leone), other witnesses have said that the group joined the Sierra Leone army and helped fight
against the RUF. During Mr. Taylor’s testimony, Mr. Taylor’s lead defense counsel, Courtenay Griffiths,
read a portion of the statement made by former Sierra Leonean president, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, before
the country’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission. In Mr. Kabbah’s statement, he said that the Black
Ghadafa was a group formed in Liberia which provided support to the Sierra Leonean army and that many
of the group’s members found their way in the country’s security forces.
Also today, Mr. Mineh tried to dispel allegations that the NPFL did not punish its members when they
committed crimes against civilians. The witness said that he had no knowledge of the NPFL providing
support to the RUF in Sierra Leone.
Mr. Mineh’s testimony continues Monday as the Special Court will not sit tomorrow.
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CharlesTaylorTrial.com
Friday, 30 April 2010
Weekly Summary
There Was No Contact Between Charles Taylor and Liberian Members Of The RUF And Charles
Taylor Neither Formed The Black Ghadaffa Group, Nor Did He Send Them To Sierra Leone
By Alpha Sesay
The Liberian nationals who became part of the Sierra Leone rebel group that waged an 11-year rebel war in the
West African country were neither sent to Sierra Leone by Mr. Taylor nor did they communicate with the former
Liberian president while they were there, and the renegade rebel group Black Ghadaffa from Liberia, which later
found its way into Sierra Leone, was not created by Mr. Taylor, said two of the former Liberian president’s defense
witnesses who testified this week in The Hague.
The two witnesses, Mr. Martin Flomo George and Mr. Karnah Edward Mineh, both Liberian nationals gave
accounts of their experiences as members of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebel group in Sierra Leone and
the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebel group respectively.
On Monday, Mr. George, who became a member of the RUF in Liberia and went on to become Brigade
Commander for the rebel group in Sierra Leone, told the court that while there were several Liberian nationals in
the RUF, claims that it was Mr. Taylor who sent them to join the group and fight in Sierra Leone are false. The
witness said that while they were in Sierra Leone as part of the RUF, the Liberians never had any contact or
communication with Mr. Taylor.
“No. We never had communication with Charles Taylor,” Mr. George told the court.
Prosecutors have alleged that members of Mr. Taylor’s NPFL rebel group fought alongside RUF rebels in Sierra
Leone. These Liberian rebels, prosecutors have alleged, were sent to Sierra Leone by Mr. Taylor as part of his
involvement in a joint criminal enterprise with RUF rebel forces. Prosecution witnesses, including RUF radio
operators, have testified before Special Court to Sierra Leone judges that the RUF commanders, such as Isaac
Mongor, used to communicate with Mr. Taylor and his troops in Liberia. Mr. Taylor has denied these allegations,
saying that he never sent Liberian nationals to fight in Sierra Leone, that those Liberian nationals who went to
Sierra Leone did not go there on his command, and that they did not have any communication with him.
Mr. George, a Liberian national himself and former member of the RUF on Monday corroborated Mr. Taylor’s
account. Responding to a question from Mr. Taylor’s defense counsel, Morris Anyah, as to whether Liberian
nationals, especially Mr. Mongor, a former prosecution witness, Liberian national and senior commander in the
RUF, communicated with Mr. Taylor, Mr. George told the court:
“While we were in the jungle, I never saw Isaac talking to Charles Taylor on the radio or even giving him message
about any situation concerning the RUF war, never, no.”
Prosecutors have alleged that RUF commanders used to communicate regularly with Mr. Taylor’s Director of
Special Security Services (SSS), Benjamin Yeaten. Mr. Anyah sought to know whether such communication did
take place with any other commanders in Liberia apart from Mr. Taylor. The witness said this was never the case.
“At the time we were in the northern jungle, I never saw him [Isaac Mongor] communicating with Charles Taylor
or any other Charles Taylor’s commanders for that matter,” Mr. George said.
Mr. Mongor, in his April 2008 testimony as a prosecution witness, said that he was first a member of Mr. Taylor’s
NPFL. In the NPFL, he said he served as a bodyguard before he was asked by Mr. Taylor to join RUF leader,
Foday Sankoh, and help train RUF fighters for the invasion of Sierra Leone. Mr. Mongor, who later became a
senior RUF commander, said the RUF leadership used to communicate with Mr. Taylor. Mr. Taylor, in his own
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testimony, denied these accounts. As one of the Liberians who fought as a member of the RUF, Mr. George on
Monday sought to corroborate Mr. Taylor’s account.
On Tuesday, Mr. George questioned accounts that RUF leader, Mr. Sankoh, recruited most of his fighters from
NPFL jails during Liberia’s civil conflict in 1990. Several witnesses have given different accounts about how Mr.
Sankoh recruited fighters for the RUF in Liberia. Some have testified that RUF fighters were recruited at NPFL
check points, while some were recruited from prisons in NPFL-controlled territory.
According to Mr. George, these accounts are wrong. While some of the witnesses were captured in neighboring
Ivory Coast, Mr. George said that no RUF member ever told him that he was captured from an NPFL jail.
“I know how some of these people came to the base, like for Issa Sesay, he was in Abidjan, Yusuf Sillah was in
Abidjan, Kaifa Wai was in Abidjan,” Mr George said. “He brought them from Abidjan to join us at the base.”
“But I don’t know about anybody else who was in jail and who was freed by Foday Sankoh to come and join us,”
the witness said.
Mr. George’s account, however, conflicts with the account given by another defense witness, John Vincent. Mr.
Vincent’s testimony corroborated accounts of previous prosecution witnesses, who spoke of Mr. Sankoh’s
recruitment of RUF fighters in Liberia. According to Mr. Vincent, who himself was recruited by the RUF in
Liberia, some of the RUF fighters were recruited from NPFL check points and from a jail cell in the Herbel area —
a place under the control of Mr. Taylor’s NPFL rebels.
On Wednesday, when court resumed for the day’s proceedings, Mr. Taylor was conspiciously absent. The former
Liberian president’s defense counsel, Mr. Anyah, explained to the judges that Dutch security personel had
handcuffed Mr. Taylor and kept him waiting in a vehicle for 15 minutes. This irritated Mr. Taylor and he refused to
go to court on Wednesday. Mr. Anyah called this action by the Dutch security personnel unnecessary and
disrespectful.
After investigating the circumstances surrounding the incident, the judges concluded otherwise.
Presiding judge, Justice Julia Sebutinde, said that the actions of the Dutch security personnel were not disrepectful
to Mr. Taylor as was presented by his defense counsel. The learned judge said that Mr. Taylor had only been made
to wait for those minutes because the Dutch security personnel wanted to transport him to the court alongside the
other detainees.
“Now in our view, unanimously, we do not think that what happened this morning — whereby the authorities
requested Mr. Taylor to wait for some 15 minutes, and I don’t know whether he actually waited for 15 minutes or
less – that that was necessarily an unreasonable request, given the circumstance that there was that one team ready
to bring a number of accused persons, ” Justice Sebutinde said.
On Thursday, former NPFL commander Mr. Mineh described as false, allegations that Mr. Taylor established the
Black Ghadaffa group in Liberia and later sent them to provide help to the RUF in Sierra Leone.
Prosecutors have claimed that it was Mr. Taylor who created the Black Ghadafa group and that he sent them to
provide support to RUF rebels. Mr. Taylor has told the court that Black Ghadafa was established by commanders in
his rebel group who were bent on overthrowing him as NPFL leader. The former president added that members of
Black Ghadafa were arrested and investigated and after they confessed that they had established the group to
overthrow Mr. Taylor, they were subsequently executed. These NPFL commanders included Oliver Varnie, General
Dibong, Anthony Menkunagbe, Timothy Moriba, and One-Man One. Prosecutors say that Mr. Taylor executed
these men because he did not want to entertain any opposition to his reign as NPFL leader.
Mr. Mineh on Thursday corroborated the former Liberian president’s evidence. According to Mr. Mineh, Mr.
Taylor deployed him to the Cape Mount region during the war in Liberia. There, he said he joined Mr. Varnie,
General Dibong, and others to fight against United Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia (ULIMO)
rebels, who were attacking the NPFL from Sierra Leone. The witness explained that while he was the commander at
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Cape Mount, Mr. Varnie and others started conniving against him and supporting ULIMO rebels to fight against the
NPFL.
“Oliver Varnie, Dibong and One-Man-One conspired against me,” Mr. Mineh said.
“All supplies sent to me were given to the enemy. Dibong will send all supplies to the enemy ULIMO and ULIMO
began to attack us,” he added.
Asked by defense counsel for Mr. Taylor, Mr. Silas Chikera, to explain why the NPFL commanders had given
NPFL supplies to ULIMO, the witness explained that “they joined ULIMO and they formed a unit to fight against
us.”
“They called the unit Black Ghadafa,” he said.
Explaining that Black Ghadafa and ULIMO were united, Mr. Mineh said that “these people turned against us. They
conspired to fight against Mr. Taylor.”
“They were arrested. When they investigated them, they confessed” that they were planning to overthrow Mr.
Taylor, according to Mr. Mineh.
Mr. Mineh also told the court that the men who formed Black Ghadafa had asked him to join them and when he
refused, they threatened to kill him.
Witnesses have given different accounts about the group called the Black Ghadafa. While some have said that they
saw members of the group in the RUF headquarter town of Buedu (Kailahun District, eastern Sierra Leone), other
witnesses have said that the group joined the Sierra Leone army and helped fight against the RUF. During Mr.
Taylor’s testimony, Mr. Taylor’s lead defense counsel, Courtenay Griffiths, read a portion of the statement made by
former Sierra Leonean president, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, before the country’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission. In Mr. Kabbah’s statement, he said that the Black Ghadafa was a group formed in Liberia which
provided support to the Sierra Leonean army and that many of the group’s members found their way in the
country’s security forces.
Mr. Taylor is responding to allegations that he provided support to RUF rebels in Sierra Leone through the supply
of arms and ammunition in return for diamonds, and the giving of military advice to the RUF. With Mr. Taylor’s
support and advice, prosecutors say that the RUF committed widespread atrocities against the civilian population of
Sierra Leone. Mr. Taylor has dismissed the allegations as false.
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Wednesday, 28 April 2010
By John Kollie

NEWS ITEM
Dutch Securities in The Hague reportedly handcuffed and kept Former Liberian President
Charles Taylor waiting in a tainted vehicle for more than 15 minutes on Wednesday
morning. The action of the Dutch Securities irritated Mr. Taylor so he was absent from his
trial today. His Defence Team also expressed displeasure describing the action of the
Dutch Securities as demeaning. But the Judges of the Special Court disagreed. John Kollie
reports for BBC World Service on the Trial of former Liberian president Charles Taylor...
The Defence Team said to keep Mr. Taylor waiting in a tainted vehicle for 15 minutes with handcuffs was
disrespectful and unnecessary.
According to Defence Lawyer, Morris Anyah, Mr. Taylor refused to come to court today Wednesday
because of the alleged inhumane treatment meted out against him by the Dutch Securities.
Before the resumption of the afternoon session, Presiding Judge Julia Sebutinde gave the findings of the
court about what transpired between Mr. Taylor and the Dutch Securities on Wednesday.
Justice Sebutinde said the Dutch Securities had not disrespected Mr. Taylor according to their findings.
The Judge told the Defence Mr. Taylor was made to wait in a vehicle because the securities had wanted to
transport him along with other detainees.
Meanwhile, the ninth Defence Witness, Martin George has concluded his testimonies in the trial of
Former Liberian President, Charles Taylor.
The 10th Defence Witness began his direct examination immediately after Martin George.
The new witness, Edward Mineh, is Former personnel of the Armed Forces of Liberia.
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Thursday, 29 April 2010
By John Kollie
NEWS ITEM
After a one day boycott, Former Liberian President, Charles Taylor returned to court on
Thursday, but the Prosecution said he’s interfering with the direct examination of the
current Liberian Defence Witness. Defence Witness, Edward Mineh from Nimba County
said he and other Nimba Citizens took military training in Libya and confronted Former
Liberian President Samuel Doe’s military onslaught on their countrymen. The witness is
testifying in his native language, Gio through an interpreter. John Kollie transcribes
reports from The Hague for the BBC World Service Trust….
Mr. Taylor returned to court Thursday after he boycotted his trial on Wednesday in protest to a security
measure instituted by Dutch Authorities.The Former Liberian President was in court actively providing
spelling assistance to his Lawyer, Silas Chikera who is conducting the direct examination of the current
Defence Witness, Edward Mineh.
But Prosecution Lawyer, Mohammed Bangura objected to Mr. Taylor providing correct spellings of
Liberian names to his Lawyer.
Mr. Mineh said he and some Nimba Citizens led by Mr. Charles Taylor took military training in Libya to
stop the brutal killings of their kinsmen by Former Liberian President Samuel Doe.
The witness testified that Gambians headed by Dr. Mani and Sierra Leoneans led by Foday Sankoh also
trained in Libya at the same time the Liberians were there.
The Prosecution had told the Special Court that Mr. Taylor, Foday Sankoh and Dr. Mani planned the
invasion of Sierra Leone together in Libya.
The trial of Mr. Taylor will not be held tomorrow Friday. April 30 is celebrated each year in the
Netherlands as Queen’s Day.
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Note: Francess Ngaboh-Smart works at Court Management; and Cecilia Blake was at CITS.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
30 April 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia
UNMIL News
Journalists Get Stronger – As UNMIL Ends Training
[In Profile Daily]
•
•
•
•
•

A three-day capacity building media workshop organized by the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
has ended in Monrovia.
The training workshop sharpened the skills of local journalists in political reporting ahead of the 2011
general and presidential elections.
UNMIL Chief of Political Planning, Ademola Araoye, speaking at the close of the workshop reminded
participants that knowledge acquired is a major step that could take a trend in shifting the country’s political
dispensation.
For his part, the workshop coordinator James Wolo said the venture was intended to help sharpen the skills
of reporters to fully analyze and do investigative reporting on political issues.
The participants through their colleagues, Augustine Myers of the Liberia Broadcasting System and Edith
Quabo of the Daily Observer newspaper described the training as a zenith in the profession and one that
appears to make the difference in the Liberian media.

Keep Liberia on Target – UNMIL Official Urges the Media
[Daily Observer]
•
•
•
•

The Officer-in-Charge of Political Policy and Planning Section of the United Nations Mission in Liberia
(UNMIL), Ademola Araoye, has urged Liberian journalists to keep Liberia on what he calls ‘stable target’.
Mr. Araoye speaking at the closing ceremony of the workshop challenged the participants to put the
knowledge they had acquired into their personal career and to contribute towards keeping Liberia on a very
stable and development course.
He further pointed out that if then knowledge gained from the workshop is put into proper mechanism
within the next six months or the middle part of 2011, then UNMIL would be happier as the country strives
for genuine peace and development.
He assured that UNMIL would continue to work with the Liberian media in the enhancement of their
professional skills as the nation prepares for the 2011 elections.

Local News on Liberian issues
President Sirleaf Meets University Students
[Heritage, The News, The Inquirer, National Chronicle, Front Page Africa]
•
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has held discussions with students of the state-owned University of Liberia
(UL).
During the discussions, the students raised the issues of increment in tuition fees and the alleged brutality
meted out to students at a recent student congress.
The students also expressed concerns over difficulty they encountered commuting between the University
of Liberia and its Fendell Campus.
In response, President Sirleaf called on the UL students to accept the increment in the tuition fees which
she said was reasonable.
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•
•
•

She promised to provide what she called ‘job for tuition fees’ to help students who can not afford to pay
their fees.
On the transportation issue, President Sirleaf said modalities were being worked out with the Indian
Government for the provision of buses to Liberia, which the university will be considered.
On the aspect of the alleged police brutality, the President promised to take up the issue with the Justice
Ministry.

House Adopts Resolution To Abolish Tax Exemptions
[Heritage]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The House of Representatives has adopted a joint resolution to abolish the tax exemptions on the
allowances of key officials of the Judiciary.
The officials include the Chief Justice, Associate Justices of the Supreme Court and Judges of subordinate
courts of record.
The House adopted the resolution Thursday after obtaining the required two-thirds signatures to amend
Article 72a of the Liberian Constitution, which provides that the allowances of the key Judicial officials are
not subject to taxes although such exemption does not affect their salaries.
The sponsor of the joint resolution, Representative Dickson Yarsiah said the current tax exemption on the
allowances of the judicial officials is unfair.
Representative Yarsiah said such tax exemptions on the huge allowances of the judicial officials amount to
monkey works, bamboo draws.
Representative Yarsiah said there is no justification for other government officials and civil servants
allowances to be taxed while the judicial officials are tax free.
He said once the Senate concurred with the resolution it would pave the way for a national referendum by
two-thirds of registered voters.

Maryland Lawmaker Turns Threshold Debate Around
[The News]
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Maryland County Representative says the Legislature is proceeding illegally in passing the controversial
threshold bill into law.
Representative Bhofal Chambers said it was unlawful for the Legislature to pass the threshold bill amid a
stay order by the Supreme Court on the bill issued by Chambers Justice Kabineh Jan’h.
The Maryland lawmaker warned that any threshold bill passed by the Legislature would be considered null
and void in the absence of the removal of the stay order.
He cautioned his colleagues to stop further debate on the threshold bill until the stay order is removed.
Representative Chambers’ remarks relate to the case filed against the Legislature and President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf by some lawmakers and their counties against the first Presidential veto on the Threshold
bill.
The petitioners argued that the Legislature acted unconstitutionally by failing to override the President’s
veto but rather chose to set another threshold.

LACC Hooks Indicted Finance Minister
[Heritage, Daily Observer, The News, The Inquirer, New Democrat]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Liberia Anti-Corruption Corruption Commission (LACC) has issued a strongly-worded statement calling
on the Executive to refrain from exonerating officials accused of corruption.
The LACC maintains officials accused of improprieties in the discharge of their duties and responsibilities
be suspended and given their day in Court.
The LACC believes it is not within the purview of the Executive to clear audit indictees, but rather
incumbent upon the indictees to clear their own names.
The statement stressed the indicted auditees must purge their own characters and re-establish their
integrity in the society.
The LACC says it considers the purported defense of some of the indicted auditees by the Executive as
grossly incompatible with Government’s professed war against corruption.
The statement signed by the Commission’s Executive Chairperson Cllr. Frances Johnson Morris said the
reported reaction not only undermines the work of the institutions of integrity like the General Auditing
Commission (GAC) and LACC, but also weakens the fight against corruption.
The LACC expressed deep concern about Government’s reaction to the GAC audit report especially that of
the Finance Ministry.
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US Government Unveils New Design For US$100 Note
[The News, The Inquirer, National Chronicle]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The US Government has unveiled the new design for the US one hundred dollar banknote.
In the new design, the Government retain the traditional look of the US currency.
However, the new design for the one hundred dollar note is complete with advanced technology to combat
counterfeiting.
According to a statement by the US Government, the new design retains three security features from the
previous design.
They include the portrait watermark of Benjamin Franklin, the security thread, and the color-shifting numeral
one hundred.
The statement said the new US one hundred dollar note also displays American symbols of freedom,
including phrases from the Declaration of Independence.
The US one hundred American bank note also contains the quill the founding Fathers used to sign the
historic Declaration of Independence, among others.
The US Government however clarifies when the US-100 dollar note is issued on February 10, 2011, the
approximately 6.5 billion old design already in circulation will remain legal tender.

US Navy Ends Humanitarian Services To Liberia
[Front Page Africa]
•
•
•
•
•
•

Personnel of the Africa Partnership Station (APS) of the US Navy have ended the provision of another
round of humanitarian services in Liberia.
The services include the training of the Liberian Coast Guard and some members of the Armed Forces of
Liberia and the provision of medical services amongst others.
Speaking at a farewell luncheon for the group, US Ambassador Linda Thomas Greenfield congratulated the
team for its dedication to duty.
Ambassador Greenfield believes the services rendered by the team are significant in Liberia’s recovery
process.
The US Ambassador called for concerted effort to rebuild the Country.
For her part, APS Commander Captain Cynthia Thebaud expressed delight over the level of reception
given the team.

Audit Clears LPRC, Commerce In Japan’s Donated Rice Sale
[Public Agenda, Daily Observer, The Inquirer]
•
•
•

•
•

An audit conducted by Monbo and Company Auditing Firm has described as satisfactory and transparent
the manner in which the Commerce Ministry alongside the Liberia Produce Marketing Corporation (LPMC)
handled the sale of the rice donated by Japan in June 2009.
According to the audit document, the firm stated that “In our opinion, the Commerce Ministry and the LPMC
satisfactorily managed the sales of the 283,731 (30kg) bags of rice.”
The firm said the distributors sold and deposited the money in the Food Aid Account established at the
Central Bank of Liberia, as was stipulated in the Memorandum of Understanding signed between the
Commerce Ministry, LPMC and the two distributors that were entrusted with the sale of the 8,612.3 Metric
Tons of rice.
According to the audit findings, the 283,731 (30kg) bags of rice were sold by the distributors and proceeds,
amounting to LD$228,403,455, deposited in the Government of Liberia Food Aid Account.
The findings further indicated that the good bags of rice were sold to the public at the approved price of
US$11.50 or its equivalent in Liberian dollars while 2,634 (30kg) were declared damaged from the entire
consignment.

Liberia’s Renaissance Under Vigilance - Woods Tells Global Human Rights Advocates
[Public Agenda, The Inquirer]
•
•
•

A veteran Liberian human rights lawyer, Attorney Samuel Kofi Woods says Liberia’s 2005 elections
ushered in what he described a renaissance and a room for optimism that must be nurtured by the
continuous vigilance of all who love freedom.
He made the remarks when he addressed the Second Oslo Freedom Forum in Norway.
Mr. Woods who became the first Labor Minister after the election noted that “being convinced that I will not
be a member of the cabinet forever but human rights advocate forever, we proceeded to take our conviction
in government and changed government for the good of our people.”
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•

•

In this capacity for three years, he said labor laws were repealed and amended to promote human dignity,
anti-labor legislations that prohibited strikes were repealed, management-controlled workers unions were
replaced through free, fair and democratic elections in more than a century and a comprehensive labor law
reform commenced.
Workers in Liberia received international recognition and honor for the first time. I am now the Minister of
Public Works leading the building of infrastructures.”

LNP Launches Community Policing Today
[Daily Observer, Heritage]
•
•
•
•
•

The Inspector General of the Liberian National Police (LNP), Col. Marc Amblard, has disclosed that the
LNP will today launch a campaign on Bushrod Island to create awareness and sensitization for community
policing between civilians and the Police.
Col. Amblard said the community policing is meant to help expose criminals in every community, thus
making the work of the LNP more effective.
As part of the campaign, Col. Amblard said the occasion will bring together residents of Bushrod Island,
including students and other sympathizers.
He said these groups will parade from the Freeport of Monrovia to the densely populated Borough of Kru
Town.
The LNP boss said at the end of the parade, there will be series of sporting activities as a means of
creating awareness on community policing.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
President Sirleaf Meets University Students
Senate Defers Rejected LBS Director General-designate’s Confirmation
• There has been another setback to the confirmation of the rejected Director General-designate of the
Liberia Broadcasting System (LBS).
• The setback relates to another move by the Senate to defer the confirmation of Mr. Darryl Ambrose Nmah
to next week.
• Senate President Pro-tempore Cletus Wotorson did not provide any reason why the Senate did not take a
vote on the confirmation of Mr. Nmah in its closed-door session.
• The Senate earlier rejected Mr. Nmah based on what is thought to be his poor human relations but his case
resurrected after a motion for reconsideration.
• Reports say views remain divided in the Senate whether to confirm Mr. Nmah or not.
Maryland Legislator Dismisses Presidential Envoy’s Claims
• Maryland Senator Gloria Scott has dismissed claims by Presidential envoy Dan Morias linking her to the
perceived plot which led to his arrest and detention.
• Senator Scott said at no time she played any role in the arrest of Mr. Morias who was held for days
because of his alleged involvement in ritualistic killing.
• She said the Presidential envoy’s claims were quite understandable because of the stress he is undergoing
after being detained for such an alleged act.
• In his accusation, Mr. Morias indicted Senator Scott and two others of being behind his detention because
of envy and his ambition to contest in 2011.
• But the Maryland lawmaker denied such statement by Mr. Morias, declaring that she has no enemies and
maintains her respect for the Presidential envoy.
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Maryland Lawmaker Turns Threshold Debate Around
House Adopts Resolution to Abolish Tax Exemptions
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
LACC Hooks Indicted Finance Minister
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
US Government Unveils New Design for US$100 Note
US Navy Ends Humanitarian Services To Liberia
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International Clip on Liberia
Liberian pols to convene town hall meeting in Stapleton
http://www.silive.com/northshore/index.ssf/2010/04/liberian_pols_to_convene_town.html
STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- A delegation of Liberian cabinet members will convene a town hall meeting on strategies
for reducing poverty in the West African nation whose infrastructure remains decimated by war. The forum is
Saturday at 3 p.m. in Christ Assembly Lutheran Church, Stapleton. The speakers include Liberia’s Minister of
Planning and Economic Affairs Amara Konneh; Augustine Ngafuan, minister of finance; Brownie Samukai, minister
of defense; Kofi Woods, minister of public works, and Dr. William Allen, director general of civil service. The forum
is open to the public and will be hosted by the Staten Island Liberian Community Association (SILCA), The Union of
Liberian Association in the Americas (ULAA) and the Liberian Embassy of Washington, D.C. The forum is part of a
six-city, U.S. circuit, an opportunity for the cabinet members to meet with Liberians living in the Diaspora about the
government’s poverty-reduction strategy, “Lift Liberia.” Participants are expected to focus on four themes:
Governance and capacity development; private sector development and women’s empowerment; Diaspora
engagement and hometown associations, and “brain gain” and information technology.

International Clips on West Africa
Guinea
Interim Government Restores Guinea's Supreme Court
http://www1.voanews.com/english/news/africa/west/Interim-Government-Restores-Guineas-Supreme-Court92429424.html
Guinea's transitional government has restored power to the country's Supreme Court, which is in charge of verifying
candidates for the country's upcoming elections. Shortly after the decree, interim Prime Minister Jean Marie Dore
announced he would not run for president. Guinea's interim government has restored power to the country's
Supreme Court, a move that local law Professor Mohammed Camara says is important to the nation's upcoming
elections. Camara, who teaches law at the University of Kofi Annan in the capital Conakry, says the decree that
was announced this week shows that the transition is pushing toward having elections on schedule. The
presidential race is currently slated for late June. Camara added the Supreme Court is essential to elections,
because they are the legal body that receives candidate's applications to run. The Supreme Court was suspended
in December of 2008, when a military junta took over in a bloodless coup after the death of longtime ruler Lansana
Conte.
UN court concludes hearing in Guinea-DRC case
http://www.expatica.com/nl/news/dutch-news/un-court-concludes-hearing-in-guinea-drc-case_63555.html
The UN's highest court said Thursday it had concluded a hearing into a Guinean businessman's alleged wrongful
arrest by the Democratic Republic of Congo more than 14 years ago. A public hearing into the matter was
concluded Thursday and "the court has started its deliberation," the International Court of Justice said in a
statement. Guinea started proceedings against the DR Congo in 1998, claiming it had committed serious violations
of international law in its treatment of businessman Ahmadou Sadio Diallo. It said Diallo, who had spent 32 years in
the DR Congo, was "unjustly imprisoned" by the authorities there for two-and-a-half months, stripped of his assets
and expelled from the country in 1996 in violation of his diplomatic immunity. Guinea claimed this happened after
Diallo, who owned companies called Africom-Zaire and Africontainers-Zaire, claimed debts owed to him by the DR
Congo and by oil companies operating in that country, including Zaire Shell and Zaire Mobil. The DR Congo was
known as Zaire at the time. The court said Guinea sought "full reparation on account of the injury suffered by Mr.
Diallo." DR Congo denies the claim and has asked the court to dismiss the case.
Brazil's Vale buying stake in British BSG Resources, with big iron-ore holdings in Guinea
Associated Press - Brazilian mining company Vale says it will buy a 51 percent stake in England-based BSG
Resources in a $2.5 billion all-cash deal. Vale is the world's biggest producer of iron ore and the England-based
BSG holds iron-ore concession and exploration rights in the West African nation of Guinea. Vale SA says $500
million is payable immediately and the rest due in installments. The Brazilian miner said in a statement Friday that
BSG's holdings in Guinea are "one of the world's best undeveloped sources of high-grade iron ore." Vale says it will
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ship the ore from Guinea to a port in Liberia. As part of that deal, Vale and BSG must jointly renovate 410 miles
(660 kilometers) of the Trans-Guinea railway for passenger and light commercial use.
Ivory Coast
UNOCI chief underlines women’s central role in electoral process
ABIDJAN/African Press Organization (APO)/ — The Special Representative of the United Nations SecretaryGeneral for Côte d’Ivoire, Y. J. Choi, on Wednesday, underlined the central role which should be entrusted to
women in the Ivorian electoral process. Speaking during a meeting to exchange views and information with female
members of civil society organizations and political parties, Mr. Choi, who presided over the meeting, deplored the
fact that few Ivorian women participate in decision-making related to the crisis-resolution process. He encouraged
them to participate in the electoral process “as voters and candidates”. The Chief of UNOCI’s Gender Unit, Eva
Dalak, earlier explained that the encounter was a prelude to the organization of an International Open Day on the
theme: “Women’s perspectives in conflict resolution, peacekeeping and post-crisis reconstruction”. “Today we are
here to share our views with the Special Representative and to see how we can facilitate women’s participation and
representation in conflict resolution, post-crisis reconstruction and social cohesion,” she said. For her part, the
Director of the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), Fatima Maiga, stressed the need to
transform the leadership role of Ivorian women. She welcomed the dialogue of collective demand – a “platform”
which she believed can carry women’s voices in Côte d’Ivoire.
AU envoy meets Cote d'Ivoire election officials amid stalled process
http://www.worldpress.org/feed.cfm?http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90777/90855/6969507.html
The special representative of the African Union (AU) in Cote d' lvoire, Ambroise Nyomsaba, met with President of
the Independent Electoral Commission (CEI) Youssouf Bakayoko here on Thursday to discuss the stalled election
process. The presidential elections, which were postponed to late April and early May, are likely to be put off again
as time is running out amid continued disputes over the vote list and disarmament. After the meeting at the CEI
headquarters, Nyomsaba said the AU was very much interested in the election process in the West African country.
"The CEI president explained to me the work that is going on and I encouraged him to carry on with the same zeal,"
he told media. "It is important to have regular consultations among the actors in this process," said the AU
emissary, who has visited CEI twice in the past month. The people of Cote d'Ivoire and the international community
are waiting for the holding of the elections, which have been postponed several times since 2005 and expected to
end the country's crisis following an attempted coup in September 2002.
Three killed in Ivorian rebel clash
http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=86&art_id=nw20100429222702421C700115
Bouake - Two former Ivory Coast rebels and a student died on Thursday in the erstwhile insurgent capital of
Bouake after clashes between rival factions, witnesses said. The gun battles in the heart of the West African
country's second city involved men loyal to two leaders of the former New Forces rebel movement, they said. The
student was killed by a stray bullet, said witnesses and two New Forces members, speaking on condition of
anonymity. Ivory Coast, a top cocoa producer and a former oasis of prosperity and stability in restive West Africa,
was sliced in half by a failed 2002 uprising against President Laurent Gbagbo. The abortive putsch pitted Muslim
northerners against the Christian-dominated south. Long-deferred presidential elections have not been held since
the uprising although the rebels have joined a fragile unity government.
Sierra Leone
1 000 'ghost' teachers axed
Freetown (AFP) - Sierra Leone has deleted the names of over 1 000 "ghost" teachers from the payroll after
discovering that they were made up by principals as part of a scam, the education minister said on Thursday. The
discovery came after the government "named and shamed" principals allegedly caught up in the scam as part of a
"verification exercise", minister Minkailu Bah told reporters. "The principals started writing to say that payments
were being made to 'ghost teachers' and wanted the names to be removed from the pay vouchers," Bah added. He
said there was even a "ghost school", the address of which turned out to be that of police headquarters. "These are
all corrupt practices and we suspect that there is connivance between some officials of the education ministry and
the ministry of finance," Bah said. The minister said the government had retrieved over 757 million leones ($195
000) from corrupt school principals this year but did not say whether they would face charges. The revelations came
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after a report by the country's teachers' union saying that around 2 000 secondary school teachers have gone
without pay for two years and have threatened strike action to disrupt upcoming public exams.
****
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Watertown Daily Times
Monday, 3 May 2010
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20100503/OPINION01/305039958/-1/opinion
Sudan suspect
President still wanted for war crimes
Most world leaders consider Sudan President Omar Hassan al-Bashir to be bad company. They try to
avoid him, the New York Times points out.
That is because there is a warrant out for his arrest, issued by the International Criminal Court at The
Hague, Netherlands. The Sudan president is accused of committing war crimes and crimes against
humanity for the violence inflicted on innocent people in the western Darfur region of Sudan.
Like any common thug, he "scoffs" at the international warrant, the Times notes. But he is growing
increasingly isolated.
Sudan is invited to the African-French summit meeting in Nice later this month, but France has asked Mr.
al-Bashir to send a representative. He is not welcome.
The meeting originally was to be held in Egypt, but when Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak would not
bar the Sudan leader, French President Nicolas Sarkozy declined to attend.
Unfortunately, his position is still strong in Sudan, where he recently won the country's first elections in
two decades. But he does not have many champions outside Sudan.
The list of events he has not attended is long — last year's inauguration of President Jacob Zuma in South
Africa, meetings in Nigeria and Uganda, the climate conference in Copenhagen, to name a few.
When he does travel, other world leaders refuse to have their photo taken with him. He is the first sitting
head of state to be indicted by the International Criminal Court. He is unlikely to answer for his alleged
crimes while still president.
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New York Times
Saturday, 1 May 2010
Wanted, Sudan’s President Can’t Escape Isolation
By MARLISE SIMONS
PARIS — On the international summit circuit, no one can clear a room more quickly than Sudan’s president, Omar
Hassan al-Bashir.

Mohamed Nureldin/Reuters
The International Criminal Court has issued an arrest warrant for President Omar Hassan al-Bashir of Sudan.
Leaders have maneuvered to stay out of photographs with him, dashed away from an official lunch to avoid sitting
next to him and gone as far as canceling an entire international meeting to keep Mr. Bashir at bay.
The evasions are all part of the diplomatic dance that began a year ago when the International Criminal Court in
The Hague issued a global arrest warrant for Mr. Bashir, citing charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity,
for his role in the bloodshed in the western Darfur region of Sudan. The warrant, scoffed at by the Sudanese
president, has also set off private and not-so-private scoffing at the suspect in various capitals.
The latest snub has come from Paris, which has plainly told Mr. Bashir that he is not on the guest list for the
African-French summit meeting in Nice, on the French Riviera, on May 31. “Sudan is invited,” a French Foreign
Ministry official said, “but President al-Bashir was asked to designate a representative.”
This followed an earlier, even stronger French rebuff. The original plan was for the gathering to be held in Sharm el
Sheik, an Egyptian resort, but when Egypt’s president, Hosni Mubarak, refused to exclude Mr. Bashir, President
Nicolas Sarkozy of France said he could not come, thereby sinking the meeting.
The African-French meeting, a biennial event, has special importance this year because more than a dozen African
states will be celebrating 50 years of independence. About 45 leaders from Africa and the Middle East are expected
in Nice, producing the historical oddity that some former French colonies will now celebrate their independence on
the soil of their former colonial master.
“Something like holding American independence festivities on the coast of Britain,” said one northern European
diplomat.
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Mr. Bashir’s position remains strong at home in Sudan. He handily won the nation’s first multiparty elections in
more than 20 years, though the voting was marred by an opposition boycott and reports of intimidation and
widespread fraud. But the president’s dominance in Sudan may do little to halt his gradual isolation abroad.
“We haven’t had the usual ‘what happens now’ questions from diplomats,” said Béatrice Le Fraper, a close adviser
to the prosecutor at the court in The Hague, noting that while there had been many questions about the arrest
warrant in the past, no one was asking how the elections would affect the arrest warrant.
“There is a change,” she said. “Governments realize that the political process does not affect the legal process now
under way.”
Governments have seemingly stopped trying to undermine this rare warrant for a sitting head of state — Charles
Taylor was also indicted while president of Liberia — but there is also broad recognition that Mr. Bashir could play
a critical role in carrying out a peaceful referendum next year on independence for southern Sudan. The vote could
allow the mostly Christian and animist south to break away from the Muslim north.
Mr. Bashir, a proud man who has defied the court often and loudly, has been acting as if he does not notice the
accumulating slights. He has made a point of traveling to friendly countries, including Egypt, Mauritania, Saudi
Arabia and Qatar, but he has not been to any of the 111 countries that joined the International Criminal Court, 30 of
which are in Africa.
Some of those countries have warded off visits by warning him that, as court members, they are legally bound to
arrest him. South Africa dissuaded him from attending last year’s inauguration of President Jacob Zuma, and he
stayed away from two high-level meetings in Uganda and an African Union conference on Darfur in Nigeria. In
March, he did not go to a meeting in Kenya, even though it dealt with the peace agreement between north and south
Sudan. He also skipped the climate conference in Copenhagen and last fall’s meeting of the United Nations General
Assembly in New York.
Other spaces have also appeared to shrink. Turkey, which is not a court member, invited Mr. Bashir to an Islamic
bloc summit meeting last year, but after European Union pressure on the Turks, they quietly suggested that he stay
away.
On some occasions when he has traveled, his movements have resulted in some quick dodging by his counterparts.
At an international meeting in Qatar last year, President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva of Brazil abruptly left a lunch
table when Mr. Bashir arrived late, taking his designated seat next to Mr. da Silva.
At the same meeting, Colombian and Chilean officials sent word that they would not appear in an official group
photograph if it included the Sudanese president. Mr. Bashir did not show up for the photo session.

