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BBC World Service Trust
Friday, 11 June 2010

By John Kollie
NEWS ITEM
The wife of the late Liberian Vice President, Enoch Dogolea has begun testifying in The
Hague to circumstances surrounding the death of her husband. A Prosecution witness
had said Vice President Dogolea was severely flogged shortly before his death on the
orders of Charles Taylor. Madam Regina Dogolea said the prosecution evidence came
as a surprise to her. John transcribes reports from The Hague for the BBC World
Service Trust on the trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor...
Madam Regina Dogolea said her husband’s health began declining in 1999 starting with stomach pain,
severe constipation and cold. She told the court that Former Vice President, Enoch Dogolea’s health got
worse in 2000 when his eyes became yellowish.
On direct examination, Madam Dogolea testified that her husband refused to attend hospital so three of
his brothers took him to a bush near Gbarnga, Bong County for treatment.
The Former Liberian Second Lady is giving her testimonies in Liberian English so she’s being interpreted.
Madam Dogolea, the Defence 17th witness said when the herbalists could not revive the Former Vice
President’s health, Charles Taylor sent an airplane that took to him to a clinic in Abidjan, the Ivory Coast.
She said her husband died in the Abidjan Clinic after receiving treatments for two weeks.
But Prosecution Witness, Zigzah Marzah testified in 2008 that Mr. Dogolea was placed in a mattress and
flogged severely with a young banana tree on the orders of Former President, Charles Taylor.
Mr. Marzah said Mr. Taylor accused the Former Vice President of conniving with the Americans who
were allegedly opposed to his Presidency. But the Former Vice President’s wife, Regina Dogolea said
she’s shocked by the Prosecution’s evidence.
Mrs Dogolea told the court that before her husband lost consciousness, he gave her a Holy Bible and told
her to read it whenever she was bothered with a problem. The Former Liberian second lady broke down in
tears and stopped the court proceedings when she explained that her husband’s kidneys were damaged.
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Film Journal International
Thursday, 10 June 2010
http://www.filmjournal.com/filmjournal/content
War crimes and punishment: Rebecca Richardson Cohen’s ‘War Don Don’ dissects the U.N.
Special Court
By Maria Garcia

Rebecca Richardson Cohen discusses her Human Rights
Watch Film Festival entry War Don Don, a documentary
about the U.N. Special Court in Sierra Leone. The interview
has been edited and annotated for clarity and length.
FJI: Could we discuss your background and how you came to
make War Don Don?
RRC: I worked for two years after college as an assistant film
editor. Then, I went to law school and got very excited about working in criminal defense. After serving as a
summer intern at the Bronx Defenders office [a nonprofit located in the South Bronx, in New York City], I went to
Sierra Leone my last year in law school as a member of the defense team for the U.N. Special Court. I should make
it clear that this was not Issa Sesay’s trial. The defendant was accused of war crimes and crimes against humanity.
When I returned home, my friends were surprised. They asked me how I could possibly defend someone who had
committed such terrible crimes. War Don Don is a response to that.
FJI: You make a point in the documentary about the fact that the U.N. Special Court in Sierra Leone is a place
apart. The building itself looks very different from anything else in Freetown. The court’s Western sensibilities
about the determination of guilt and innocence also seems far removed from the Sierra Leoneans’ ideas about
justice. In fact, in your on-the-street interviews, one woman whose family was killed by the rebels says that she
forgives them.
RRC: The court does seem a world apart from Sierra Leone. David Crane [a lead prosecutor] at one point refers to
the Special Court as a spaceship. That’s often how it feels. It’s this very weird place in the middle of Freetown—
mostly foreigners with a lot of money. Of course, one of the court’s greatest strengths has been its outreach
campaign; we tried to show that in the film. Regardless, it’s very, very removed from the lives of Sierra Leoneans.
Sierra Leoneans are deeply divided in their opinions about the court. They are also divided on how they see the
nature of justice implemented in the court. Of course, most Sierra Leoneans’ experience of the Special Court was
through outreach, so the visual metaphor that we developed of the people watching television, watching the
mediated version of the trial, is a stylistic response to what was going on—seeing the trial through the video of it
and being very far removed from the operation of the Special Court.
FJI: Those quiet scenes of Sierra Leoneans were pauses for me in which I could think about what you were saying
in the film. There are some distinctions that are hard for a lay person to understand, for instance, the way in which
this court differed from previous special courts.
RCC: Yes, one of the issues with this court, and I think one of its biggest flaws and its greatest achievements, was
that as opposed to its predecessors, the tribunals in Rwanda and Tanzania and Yugoslavia, it prosecutes the
leadership in the name of “speedy justice.” [The term is derived from Amendment VI in the Bill of Rights of the
U.S. Constitution which begins: “In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and
public trial…”] While “speedy justice” was important, it also meant somewhat arbitrary prosecutions in the sense of
who was prosecuted and who became a prosecution witness and got de facto immunity. That results in a very
skewed narrative of the conflict. In the long run, it can do a disservice to the process of reconciliation.
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FJI: How do Sierra Leoneans view the RUF (Revolutionary United Front)?
RCC: The RUF is a reviled organization. It has very little support in Sierra Leone. That having been said, I think
there is a real culture of forgiveness in this country. Krio is the lingua franca of Sierra Leone and interestingly,
there is no word for reconciliation. The word is “forgiveness.” What that means in a cultural context and what it
means in the face of crimes that were so terrible is a difficult question to answer.
Sesay is complex character. I think he has some support, although it differs from region to region. His role in the
disarmament is one reason for the support, and I think there are places in the country where he actively protected
civilians. The weakness of the defense case is that even though there were instances where he protected civilians, he
was also the high-ranking leader in an organization that perpetrated terrible crimes. Take the case of the Nazis:
Even if the Nazis reduced unemployment for certain Germans, that doesn’t mean that they are not responsible for
the crimes they committed.
FJI: The Nuremberg trials took place in a Westernized society accustomed to the rule of law, at least before the
war. The Nazis prosecuted there understood the trials and their purpose. Your film suggests that these trials do not
reflect the Sierra Leonean view of justice. Wouldn’t a process similar to the Gacaca trials in Rwanda have been
more appropriate?
RCC: There was a Truth and Reconciliation Commission that worked with the Special Court, but it was largely
undercut in terms of funding and because people were scared to death to testify for the TRC. They thought the
testimony would be used against them at the Special Court. The TRC is a very crippled institution in Sierra Leone
and there is a lot of proper resentment against the Special Court for that.
FJI: You touch upon this religious fervor that chief prosecutor David Crane brings to his job and the relative
detachment of chief prosecutor Stephen Rapp. This gives a more complex picture of human-rights activists than we
are accustomed to seeing.
RCC: I wouldn’t describe Stephen Rapp as detached, but I do think he has a different professional ethos than David
Crane. I believe all the lawyers that appear in the film were deeply, personally and emotionally involved in the case.
Whether that impaired or created an advantage for them as lawyers, all of them saw that they had a role in the
public-relations effort. I think that Jordash got very close to Issa in a way that made him a passionate advocate, but I
think he was criticized for being too close.
One of the things that we try to do as filmmakers is represent many different perspectives and to honor them, and to
let people make their best point and then to set them up against each other so that the audience can decide who is
the most persuasive. It is true that many European audiences do take issue with the religious overtones of Crane’s
message, with the sort of judgment that is hyper-emotional, and in a way that does a disservice to the cool hand of
the rule of law. On the other hand, many Sierra Leoneans respected David Crane and appreciated the moral clarity
he brought to the discussions about the crimes of the RUF.
FJI: At first Wayne Jordash is very appealing to us—he has a British accent, and he’s handsome and articulate.
He’s your star, really, but then as the documentary progresses, he implies very strongly that if a defense lawyer
doesn’t appreciate or come to understand the person they’re defending—in this case someone who has committed
heinous crimes—it’s very difficult to mount an effective defense. Is that true?
RCC: Yes. It’s very easy to find a justification for why we need a vigorous defense, but you need a personal
motivation to get through a trial.
At the Bronx Defenders, for instance, two common motivations are having empathy for your client and seeing them
as someone who made a terrible decision, while understanding the context in which they made the decision. You
have to see the defendant as someone who has moved beyond the worst thing they’ve done in their life.
I actually think that in the international criminal justice system, when your client committed crimes not one time,
but a series of crimes over ten years, if you can understand the context in which his decisions were made, that
speaks to your ability to connect on a very fundamental level with humanity in general.
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FJI: Jordash talks about the “fine distinctions” of Issa Sesay’s case, which the prosecution wasn’t paying
attention to.
RCC: I think the trials don’t give a definitive history of the conflict in Sierra Leone. I tried to make a film about the
process of getting to that history, and about how a trial writes the historical narrative. The truth is that an adversarial
system never does that very well.
David Crane is judging the soul of an individual. So, to me, the sentencing was the moment when the court had the
opportunity to take into account the larger context of Sesay’s life, to say that even though he committed these
terrible crimes, the court would send the message that while they would convict him for the worst crimes in the
world, they would reduce the sentence significantly for the role he played in the disarmament. Instead, he got a life
sentence with no mitigation.
The court had the opportunity to step back and create a more complete picture of the conflict. The problem with
missing that opportunity is that you’re distorting the nature of the conflict and the reasons people took up arms. It
makes it difficult to prevent conflict in the future when you write such a distorted history of the conflict.
FJI: It does appear that Crane’s fervor was expressed in the sentencing.
RCC: The sentencing recognizes the gravity of the crime. For the victims who suffered in the war, there is no
punishment proportional to the crimes committed. Jordash says the message it sends is: “Don’t disarm.” The
prosecution responds: “No, the message it sends is don’t commit the crimes in the first place.” I feel that criminal
justice is very young, and it’s going to take us many years to recognize the legacy of the Special Court and the
legacy of the International Criminal Court. I don’t come out clearly on that debate, on whether international
criminal justice has to create a true deterrent. I think that remains to be seen.
As long as we are only prosecuting the leaders of weak states or failed states and we’re not going after people who
are committing war crimes, such as torture, in powerful Western states, the takeaway is much harder to rectify.
FJI: What would you like the audience to feel after they’ve watched your documentary?
RCC: As filmmakers, we tried to leave the film open-ended, open to very different interpretations. If people leave
and debate, and there is no one “take-away,” that’s great. I hope people will ask tough questions about the hard
work that needs to take place after a conflict. I hope that the prosecution of international criminal justice will not be
seen as a stopping point, but as a starting point to ask the tougher questions about the rest of the work that needs to
be done. If we inspire those sorts of questions, I would feel very good about that.
FJI: I was actually surprised by your film because most of the documentaries about the special court at HRWFF
have been unequivocal. The participants are idolized, the prosecution especially.
RRC: We were very pleased to have our film accepted by Human Rights Watch. To raise these critical questions is
an illustration of their commitment to promoting open debate.
FJI: Jordash says that the court isn’t willing to look at itself, that in fact in some ways it is unable to do that. Do
lawyers in international criminal justice share this opinion?
RRC: My take is that these are not new criticisms. There is so much opposition to international criminal justice in
the U.S. from sources that are concerned about compromising American sovereignty that the public face of humanrights activism is the need to be supportive. Privately, however, I don’t think we are discussing controversial or
unknown criticisms, although it may be that this is the first time they have been introduced on film.
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UN News in Liberia
UNMIL
UNMIL Christian Group Donates to Fire Victims
[Front Page Africa]
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Christian Fellowship within the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) Thursday presented a purse
of US$2,000 to victims of last month fire disaster at the old government hospital building in Monrovia.
The Christian Fellowship is made up of UNMIL and non-UNMIL staff.
The group said the money was its way of identifying with the fire victims including women and children.
They said as Christians, it was their obligation to give tithes and offerings to glorify the Lord and assist the
needy and the poor in the society.
Mr. York Afriyle of Ghana and Kenya’s Ms. Roslyn Odera presented the money.
Receiving the cash donation, the head of the Obaa’s Girls Outreach School System, Ms. Miatta Fahnbulleh
thanked the UNMIL Christian group and said the money will be used for the intended purpose.

Other UN News
UNHCR, LRRRC to Celebrate Refugee’s Day
[The Informer]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR and the Liberia Repatriation, Reintegration and Resettlement
Commission (LRRC) will observe this year’s World Refugee Day with several activities.
UNHCR Liberia in collaboration with LRRRC and other partners have designed a number of events for the
observance of the day beginning with an essay and drawing competition amongst refugee children at
various camps outside Monrovia on June 16.
Word Refugee Day in Liberia is expected to be officially observed on June 19 in Brewerville, Montserrado
County instead of June 20 which falls on Sunday.
This year’s observance is under the theme: “They Took My Home, But They Can’t Take my Future.”
The programme is expected to bring together members of the UN family, LRRC, government officials,
implementing partners and other well wishers.
Meanwhile, activities marking the Day are expected to be held simultaneously in Lofa, Maryland, Nimba
and Grand Gedeh Counties.
Other events planned for this year’s observance include a lecture series at the University of Liberia and a
conference at the Commissioner’s Compound in Sinje, Grand Cape Mount County on June 28 and 29
respectively.

Local News on Liberian issues
President Sirleaf Tours Sinje Polytechnic, Clarified Renovation Fund
[The News, The Inquirer, Heritage, Front page Africa, The Analyst]
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has clarified that the over US$1 million for the renovation of the Sinje
Polytechnic was not provided by the Liberian government.
President Sirleaf said the fund for the polytechnic was provided by the Liberian Honorary Consul in Florida,
David Straz following a request by her.
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•
•
•
•
•

The President told a group of Cape Mount citizens that the government is soliciting support from private
individuals interested in helping with the rebuilding processes of Liberia, noting that the government cannot
do it alone.
The Liberian leader said the Sinje Polytechnic is part of government’s effort to decentralize higher
education across the country.
She said the government was working in partnership with the national oil company to construct a dormitory
for students opting to live on the campus.
The President spoke Thursday at the polytechnic in Grand Cape Mount County.
In remarks, the President of the University of Liberia, Dr. Emmet Dennis disclosed that the polytechnic is
expected to be opened by September this year with an associate of arts degree programme.

Obama to Visit Liberia
[The Inquirer]
•
•
•
•

The Liberian government has announced that US President Barack Obama has agreed and accepted a
request from President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf to visit Liberia.
The disclosure was made by Deputy Information Minister for Public Affairs, Jerelimick Piah at the Ministry’s
regular press briefing Thursday.
According to Minister Piah, President Sirleaf made the request to her America counterpart when she met
with him recently in the Oval Office at the White House.
He said President Obama accepted the verbal invitation and assured the Liberian leader that he would visit
the country before his term of office expires.

Government, Stakeholders Brainstorm on 15-year Development Strategy
[The Informer, Public Agenda, The Inquirer, The News]
•
•
•
•
•

The Liberian government through the Planning Ministry is today brainstorming in Monrovia to decide on a
15-year development strategy.
The meeting, according to the Planning Ministry, will help Liberia develop a sustainable economic, political,
educational and social development path for lasting recovery.
The plan, when finalized and implemented, will make Liberia turn into a Sub-Saharan middle income
country by 2027 the Ministry said.
The national vision planning also seeks to share government’s vision and approach of the medium and long
term development strategy with key stakeholders with the view of seeking inputs on the way forward to
address both the planning and analytical frameworks.
The proposed plan, Planning Ministry stressed will supplement and succeed the Poverty Reduction
Strategy (PRS).

GAC: Auditor General Never Commissioned Audit on MOE Payroll
[Heritage, In Profile Daily, The Analyst, New Democrat]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The General Auditing Commission (GAC) says Auditor General John Morlu has never commissioned an
audit of the Ministry of Education payroll.
According to a press release, the GAC states that instead it is an Agreed upon Procedure, with a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed by the GAC, Finance and Education Ministries, Civil Service
Agency and the United States Agency for International Development.
The MOU, the GAC points out, was signed on November 11 2009, stressing it was therefore a payroll
enumeration and verification exercise, not an audit.
The terms of reference clearly defined the parameters of the payroll enumeration and verification exercise.
The release clarified that if the exercise was an audit, Mr. Morlu could have commissioned it, rather than
signed off on a MOU, the release indicated.
The joint enumeration and verification according to the release were conducted by the GAC and CSA along
with the Education Ministry through the office of Deputy Minister Mathew Zarzar and another Education
Ministry senior staffer.
The principals, District Education Officers and County Education Officers were all involved in the joint
enumeration and verification exercise, the release noted.
The forms used to collect the data, the type of personnel data to collect, the procedure used to collect
personnel and conduct the verification and the determination of personnel were all agreed to by all parties.

Anti-Graft Group Worries over Lack of Political Will to Fight Corruption
[The Informer, The News, The Inquirer, Liberia Journal]
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•
•
•
•
•

The pro anti-graft group, Centre for Transparency and Accountability in Liberia (CENTAL) says it is
deeply worried about the current debates of audit reports and the performance of the General Auditing
Commission (GAC).
CENTAL says the apparent lack of political will from President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and public officials
from the three branches of government to take action is hampering the campaign to fight corruption in the
country.
The anti-graft group said the action taken must be to halt the wastage of scared state resources.
The group through its head, Thomas Doe-Nah stressed that people accused of acts of corruption must be
investigated, prosecuted and if found guilty jailed and ask to restitute the public funds.
According to the group, the fight against corruption is more than dismissal or just asking people to
honourably resign from their positions.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
Liberia to Showcase at China EXPO 2010, Says Information Minister
• Information Minster Cletus Sieh says all is set for Liberia to showcase its culture at the EXPO 2010 in
August in Shanghai, China.
• Minister Sieh assured the national cultural troupe will take part in the events to display some of Liberia’s
distinct culture.
• The Information Minister said already a pavilion has been made available at the African Pavilion where
artefacts from the country are on display.
• He said video recordings of some Liberian musicians including speeches delivered by President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf are constantly being screened at the pavilion.
• Minister Sieh said taking the national cultural troupe to the EXPO 2010 was part of the reactivation process
of the group, which has been dormant for years.
• Over 200 countries from across the world are participating in the worldwide event which runs from May 1 to
October 31 this year.
• Minister Sieh disclosed August 23 is the day set aside for Liberia to showcase its activities and a bonus
date could extend it to August 24.

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)
Bill to Enact Archbishop Michael Francis Day Introduced in Senate
• A bill seeking to enact the birthday of ailing Catholic Archbishop Michael Francis has been introduced in the
plenary of the Liberian senate.
• The drafter of the bill, a group calling itself Friends of Archbishop Francis wants the Catholic prelate to be
honoured for his devoted time and energy towards the research for peace in Liberia.
• The bill says Archbishop Francis imprint can be detected in the ECOWAS Peace Protocol which served as
a basic for lasting peace in the country.
• The drafter of the bill said the ailing Catholic prelate was proactive in uniting the Christian and Muslim
communities in the country.
• The Archbishop Michael Francis Day bill is being sponsored by staunch Catholic Senators including John
Ballout, Blamo Nelson and Joyce Musu Freeman.
House Passes Children’s Act
• The House of Representatives has passed the Children’s Act amid diverse views on the wide ranging
freedom of Liberian children.
• The contentious issue during the passage of the Act is Section 23.1 which talks about protection of
children’s privacy.
• Grand Bassa Representative Gabriel Smith criticized the privacy provision stating that it is capable of
destroying what he calls African values on Liberian children.
• He wants the privacy provision in the Children’s Act be deleted.
• But interventions from Representatives Armah Sarnor and Kettehkumuehn Murray with reference to
Section 22 of the Act give parents, teachers and guardians the rights to discharge their professional duties
legally.
• The Children’s Act which is a local version of the Convention on the Rights of the Child signed by Liberia
speaks of access to education, legal adoption, information and participation in major decision making in the
life of a given country.
• Today’s passage of the Children’s Act comes after a conference committee of both the House of
Representatives and Senate.
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Government Acquires Land for Construction of National Culture Centre

•
•
•
•
•
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The Liberian government says it has acquired 50 acres of land for the construction of a national culture
centre in Marshall, Lower Margibi County.
Information Minister Cletus Sieh made the disclosure at a news conference yesterday.
Minister Sieh has put the cost of the land at US$80,000.
The Information Minister said Marshall will be the future home of the Liberia National Culture Centre.
He said for too long, the cultural troupe has being dormant and that the time has come for Liberians to
showcase the talents and culture heritage.

Anti-Graft Group Worries over Lack of Political Will to Fight Corruption
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
UNMIL Christian Group Donates to Fire Victims

Truth FM (News monitored today at 10:00 am)
President Sirleaf Tours Sinje Polytechnic, Clarified Renovation Fund
International Clips on Liberia
WNY man gets 18 months for throwing urine at federal officer
Associated Press
A Liberian man awaiting deportation because of a robbery conviction has been sentenced to 18 months in prison
for throwing urine on a federal agent. Federal prosecutors in Buffalo say 22-year-old Winston Bestman was
sentenced Thursday after being convicted of assault on a federal officer. Investigators say Bestman threw urine into
the face of an Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer while being housed at the Buffalo Federal Detention
Facility in Batavia last October. Bestman was awaiting deportation to Liberia at the time because of a 2005 Staten
Island robbery conviction.
ArcelorMittal restarts West African iron ore work
Reuters
World number one steelmaker ArcelorMittal has restarted work on its two West African iron ore projects after
suspending them last year, the firm said on Thursday. The firm is developing iron ore mines at Mount Nimba in
Liberia and Faleme in Senegal, work which stopped in 2009 when prices of the steelmaking raw material fell as a
result of lower demand amid the global recession.
India, Bangla take lead in deploying UN female police officers
http://in.news.yahoo.com
India and Bangladesh have taken a lead in sending female police officers to serve in United Nations peacekeeping
missions around the world as the world body aims to have 20 per cent women in its police force by 2040. In 2007,
India sent the first contingent of women officers to serve in Liberia and has since then rotated this team thrice. On
June 1, the government of Bangladesh deployed 260 police officers, many of them women, to serve in Haiti that
suffered a devastating earthquake in January. Currently out of the 13,680 UN police serving in 17 missions, just 8.5
per cent are women, according to the UN. Bangladesh aims to recruit 10,000 more female police officers in the
coming months and Liberia has also set the 20 per cent target for 2014. "Recruitment, training, and guidance are
reflected in my goal to increase the number of women in our police component and strengthen our response to
sexual and gender based violence," UN Police Adviser Ann-Marie Orler told reporters. "We hope that women will
make up 20 per cent of the UN police by 2040," she added. In recent years, India has been pushing the UN to
intensify recruitment of women in all its peacekeeping missions. "The effectiveness of the female Indian Formed
Police Unit in Liberia provides testimony," Hardeep Singh Puri, India's envoy to the UN said at the UN review of
peacekeeping operations in February.

International Clips on West Africa
Guinea
Guinean Military Ruler Orders Army to Help Secure Elections
Bloomberg
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Guinea’s military ruler ordered the West African nation’s army to remain vigilant and guard elections scheduled
for later this month. Forces under the command of the army chief of staff, Colonel Nouhou Thiam, “will have to
remain on red alert to avoid disruptions to this presidential election,” General Sekouba Konate said on state-owned
Radio Television Guineenne yesterday in the capital, Conakry. Guinea is the world’s biggest exporter of bauxite, a
raw material used in aluminum production. Companies including United Co. Rusal, the largest aluminum producer,
and AngloGold Ashanti Ltd., the world’s third-biggest gold-mining company, have operations in the country. This
month’s election follows a military coup in December 2008, when a faction of the army led by Captain Moussa
Dadis Camara seized power after President Lansana Conte, who had ruled the country for more than two decades,
died. Konate then took over as head of the junta in December 2009 after Camara was shot by one of his aides and
hospitalized in Morocco. Konate’s administration and opposition leaders signed an accord on Jan. 15 that provided
for the establishment of a unity government and a national election to be held by the end of June. At least 16,000
soldiers are being deployed for the vote, which will be held on June 27. The National Independent Electoral
Commission yesterday denied rumors circulating in Conakry that the election would be delayed. “All the technical
conditions are in place for the elections to be held,” Ben Sekou Sylla, the head of the commission, said on state
radio yesterday. “We are ready for this election.” Yesterday, 23 European Union observers left Conakry and headed
for the country’s eight administrative regions, where they will monitor the vote, RTG said, without citing anyone. A
total of about 70 EU personnel will observe the election, it said.
Ivory Coast
UNOCI encourages the Ivorian parties to pursue their efforts for the success of the electoral process
African Press Organization (APO)
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Côte D’Ivoire, Y.J Choi, is meeting Prime Minister
Guillaume Soro and the Chairman of the Rally for Republicans, Alassane Dramane Ouattara on Thursday in
Abidjan. The announcement was made on Thursday, 10 June by the deputy spokesman of the United Nations
Operation in Côte D’Ivoire (UNOCI), Kenneth Blackman, during the Mission’s weekly press conference which took
place in Alépé, as part of the 9th edition of UNOCI Days organized in the town, situated 40 km from Abidjan. Mr.
Blackman said the meetings follows the one held yesterday between the head of the UN Mission and the Chairman
of the PDCI/RDA, Henri Konan Bédié. Mr. Choi will continue his meetings with the actors in the crisis-resolution
process in Côte d’Ivoire during the next few days. An initiative which will give him the opportunity to brief his
interlocutors on the recent Security Council consultations on Côte d’Ivoire and contribute to efforts aimed at giving a
new impetus to the peace process. «It is in connection with breaking the current political deadlock leading to the
production of a definitive electoral list as soon as possible,” said Mr. Blackman. In relation to this list, the deputy
spokesman said that the appeals phase on the grey list which contained the names of registered voters who still
needed to prove their nationality, had ended. “UNOCI noticed that the appeals process was held in a calm
atmosphere with a mediocre response from the population,” Mr. Blackman noted. In this regard, he recalled that
UNOCI encouraged the parties to work towards a rapid consolidation of the results in order to add those voters who
had a right to be there, to the provisional electoral list, which is also referred to as the white list.
Sierra Leone
ECOWAS delegation concludes visit to Sierra Leone over handover of logistics depot
African Press Organization (APO)
A three-member ECOWAS technical committee has returned from Freetown where it finalized preparations for the
hand-over of land donated by the Government of Sierra Leone to ECOWAS for the establishment of the regional
logistics depot. The Government of Sierra Leone offered the land in December 2009 to host the depot, one of the
two approved for the region by the Heads of State and Government of the Community. Mali hosts the second depot,
which will cater for humanitarian needs for peace support operations (PSOs). Although no date has been fixed for
the hand-over by President Ernest Bai Koroma of Sierra Leone to the President of the Commission, Ambassador
James Victor Gbeho, the technical team agreed with the officials of the Government of Sierra Leone during the
week-long visit on the budget and draft programme for the event. The team was led by the ECOWAS Director of
Peacekeeping and Regional Security, retired General Charles Okae and included the Acting Facility Manager and a
representative of the ECOWAS Directorate of Administration.
****
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UN News in Liberia
UNMIL
UNMIL Pakistani Officer Arrested for Discharging Firearm
[The Inquirer]
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Pakistani officer who opened fire in the air early Tuesday in Grand Gedeh County has being arrested.
Reports say Lt. Murrada Hassene was arrested in a swampy field in Zwedru.
The reports further say the fleeing Pakistani officer was spotted by a female Immigration officer.
Sources close to the joint security in Grand Gedeh County said Lt. Hassene is currently being held in the
custody of the Pakistani Contingent of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL).
No one was hurt or killed in the incident.
Local authorities in the county have expressed shock over the latest incident and have called for calm
among the civilian population.

UNMIL Nigerian Contingent Trains Women in Catering
[Daily Observer]
•
•
•
•
•

The 22 Battalion of the Nigerian Contingent (NIBATT 22) of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
based in Tubmanburg, Bong County Tuesday held a ceremony for 15 women trained by the contingent in
catering.
NIBATT 22 Commander, Lt/Col. Bo Sawyerr said the contingent undertook the training project to empower
the women in order to be independent.
Lt/Col. Sawyerr said the training exercise would be extended to other counties including Gbarpolu and
Grand Cape Mount.
The training exercise was held in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
which will now provide building materials for the restaurants that the women would operate.
Madam Tenneh Moore, who spoke on behalf of the beneficiaries, expressed gratitude to the Nigerian
Contingent of UNMIL for undertaking the training programme.

Other UN News
UNCHR Names Goodwill Ambassador
[National Chronicle, The Informer]
•
•
•
•

The UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR has appointed a Liberian youthful advocate and social worker, Kimmie
Weeks, the new Goodwill Ambassador with oversight responsibility to Ghana, as regards refugee activities.
Mr. Weeks will create awareness and sensitization in Ghana as it relates to the refugees and promote selfreliance in various refugee communities.
As UNHCR Good Ambassador, Mr. Weeks will further the cause of refugees globally.
He was appointed along with legendary actor Van Vicker and songstress Irene Logan as Goodwill
Ambassadors to help advocate for the rights of Liberian refugees in Ghana.

Visiting World Bank Director Call on Vice President Boakai
[Heritage]
•

The World Bank Country Director for Ghana, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso and Guinea, Mr. Ishac
Diwan Wednesday paid a courtesy call on Vice President Joseph Boakai at his Capitol Building office.

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Briefing Vice President Boakai, Mr. Diwan said he was in the country to conduct an assessment of
Liberia’ s agriculture sector to determine what can be done to invigorate it.
Mr. Diwan, who was accompanied to the Vice President’s office by World Bank Liberia Country Manager,
Dr. Ohene Owusu Nyanin, said while in Liberia, he would visit the countryside to hold discussions with
farmers.
He said the discussions with the farmers are to get a better sense of the need for rehabilitation of farms,
roads and transportation.
In remarks, Vice President Boakai informed Mr. Diwan that the war forced many farmers to leave the
countryside and resettle in the urban areas.
He said as a result, many cocoa, coffee and oil palm farms were abandoned and have not been
rehabilitated for about 30 years.
The Vice President stressed the need to rehabilitate cash crop farms because, noting that these farms were
the only means by which rural dwellers earned cash to undertake projects like the construction of their
houses.
He also noted that the rehabilitation of farms would also create jobs for rural community dwellers.

Local News on Liberian issues
Civil Group Withdraws Threshold Bill Petition
[The News, Daily Observer]
•
•
•
•

A civil rights group, Concerned Setor Youth Development Association, has withdrawn a petition for the writ
of prohibition filed with the Supreme Court recently against the threshold bill.
The group said the decision to withdraw the petition was based on the importance of the 2011 elections.
An executive of the group, Alfred Todd told a news conference Wednesday that the group’s decision was
intended to ensure the smooth passage of the bill by the National Legislature.
According to Mr. Todd, the decision to withdraw the petition from the High Court was reached following
consultations with the Coalition of Youth and Women for Transparent Electoral Process.

‘FBI Took My ID Card for 45 Seconds’ - Ambassador Weah Narrates His 'Nightmare’
[Daily Observer, The News, Front Page Africa, New Democrat]
•
•
•
•
•
•

Opposition politician Ambassador George Weah Wednesday disclosed that his identification card was
taken from him by agents of the United States Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) who this week arrested
his friend James Bestman, for '45 seconds' before it was returned to him.
Bestman was nabbed by the FBI outside his home in Howard County, State of Maryland for his alleged
involvement in drugs trafficking and money laundering.
Speaking yesterday, via a local radio station, Ambassador Weah said during the arrest of Mr. Bestman, the
FBI asked him (Weah) for his identification card and held onto it for 'only 45 seconds'.
The party leader of the opposition Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) further explained that he was
never arrested by the FBI.
He indicated that while on his way to Minnesota for a convention of the CDC branch in the USA, he decided
to greet his long-time friend James Bestman in Maryland at which time a warrant was being issued on he
(Bestman) by two officers of the FBI.
Ambassador Weah further explained that after the arrest of Bestman, he decided to leave the scene and
got a flight for Minnesota.

US Government Donates to Public Works Ministry
[The Informer, The Analyst]
•
•
•
•

The US Department of Defense and AFRICOM have made a contribution of over US$70,000 to the Public
Works Ministry.
The donation is part of the US government’s Defense Department humanitarian assistance Excess
Property Programme.
Making the donation, US Charge d’ Affaires Brooks Robinson said the offer is a significant step that
signifies Liberia as a priority country for the US government.
Ms. Robinson said the donation will enhance the capability of the Public Works Ministry to build and
maintain roads throughout Liberia.

NEC: Delay in Passage of Threshold Bill Hurtful
[Heritage]

•
•

•
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The Chairman of the National Elections Commission (NEC) says the Commission considers the
forthcoming processes of constituency delimitation and voter registration as crucial pacesetters for the 2011
elections.
Mr. James Fromayan observed that commissioners and staffers of the Commission must realize that the
stakes are going to be higher and as such greater responsibility and seriousness are going to be required
from every NEC employee during the boundary delimitation and voter registration exercise, as well as the
elections ahead.
According to a NEC release, Mr. Fromayan was speaking Monday at the opening of a two-day Boundary
Delimitation Workshop being held for administrative assistants and secretaries by the Commission at its
headquarters in Sinkor.

Suspect Battles against Extradition
[Front Page Africa, New Democrat, National Chronicle]
•
•
•
•
•
•

A suspect in the over US$1 million corruption that has devastated the NGO World Vision, Thomas Parker,
appeared in court Wednesday for extradition proceedings for trail in the US.
Police sources say Mr. Parker, once a World Vision employee, was arrested over a week ago.
The judge at the Magisterial Court in Monrovia postponed ruling on the extradition request but he is
expected to hand down his ruling this week.
Judge Nelson Chineh of the Monrovia City Court will today decide whether a former World Vision Liberia
employee, Thomas Momo Parker will be extradited to the US as requested by the US to face charges of
fraud and theft of property.
Mr. Parker and several other former senior World Vision officials in Liberia and two other workers were
charged last year for alleged fraud.
They were accused of stealing and selling donated food in local markets and keeping the profits.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
President Sirleaf Cautions Ministers
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has cautioned her cabinet ministers to take full responsibility of their ethical
behaviors.
• President Sirleaf said if the ministers take stock of themselves on ethical issues they would have the moral
ground to effect changes in their various ministries.
• The Liberian leader made the statement Tuesday at a one-day Civil Service Agency/Government of Liberia
Interactive Ethical Leadership Forum for Ministers and Senior Officials.
• CSA Director Dr. William Allen said the one-day forum is intended to address some of the reports that come
up in the media about corruption.
UNMIL Pakistani Officer Arrested for Discharging Firearm
US Government Donates to Public Works Ministry
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
CSS Bill Introduced in Senate
• A bill seeking the creation of a Consolidated School System (CSS) in each county has been introduced in
the Senate.
• The bill sponsored by Bong County Senator Jewel Howard Taylor is intended to ensure the effective
operation of the national education plan.
• Senator Taylor said the bill would also lead to the development of a comprehensive curriculum for all public
schools in the system.
• The Bong lawmaker said when enacted the bill would not take effect until the 2011/2012 fiscal year due to
time and budgetary costs.
• The draft act seeks to amend certain provisions of the Education Law of Liberia.
• The bill has been sent to the Senate’s Committees on Judiciary, Education and Autonomous Commissions
for review.
Arrested Finance Ministry Officials in Cocopa Kickback Saga Detained
• The three Finance Ministry officials arrested in connection with the alleged Cocopa kickback saga have
been detained in Monrovia.
• Solicitor General Wilkins Wright said Dawo Morris, Brenda Dahn Caine, and Kollie Dogba were detained for
their failure to file a valid criminal appearance bond.
• Cllr. Wright said they received US$10,000 as bribe from the Cocopa Rubber Plantation in Nimba County to
cover up the Plantation’s huge debt owe government.
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•

They have been charged with economic sabotage and bribery and could spend 10 years in jail as a
penalty if found guilty.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Calm Returns to Harper Following Talks in Harper
• Calm has returned to Harper, Maryland County following three days of street protest by women in the
county.
• The women cut-off their protest following a meeting with a 16-man government delegation, which arrived in
Harper Wednesday.
• The delegation headed by Internal Affairs Minister Harrison karnwea held talks with the women appealing
to them to cut-off their strike.
• The delegation informed the protesting women government was doing everything possible to address their
concerns.
RPAL Regrets Shipwrecked, Says 33 People Were Onboard
• The Rubber Planters Association of Liberia (RPAL) owners of the MV Havia, the ship that sunk in Maryland
last week says thirty-three people were onboard the vessel when it capsized.
• The RPAL in a release says 18 passengers one unlisted female, 12 crew and two administrative staff were
onboard the sinking vessel.
• To date, 25 people have been rescued, four confirmed dead and the rest unaccounted for.
• The RPAL says it regrets the shipwrecked and blamed it on rough sea that overwhelmed the vessel.

International Clip on Liberia
Challenger for Liberian presidency stumps in Stapleton
www.silive.com
Few doubt that Liberian president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf can win her bid for re-election next year, but she will be
challenged to defend her record on delivering development in a nation that by many measures has not recovered
from the 14-year civil war that ended in 2003. Charles Walker Brumskine, who is considered one of the top
challengers to the incumbent, gave a campaign speech in Stapleton on May 23, stumping at the Christ Assembly
Lutheran Church in Staten Island, home to as many as 10,000 Liberian nationals displaced by the war. Some
Liberians living on Staten Island will go to Liberia to vote in the 2011 election. Liberians in their native country will
cast the ballots, but money and influence is concentrated in Liberian enclaves in the United States, including
Minnesota, Providence, Rhode Island and Staten Island’s East Shore. Brumskine has been a vocal critic of Ms.
Sirleaf, Africa’s first female head of state, who vowed to end corruption and rebuild a broken nation as she took
what she had said would be her only six-year term of office in 2006. When the “Iron Lady” announced this year that
she would seek a second term, she said she had not realized how much work needed to be done to spur Liberia’s
recovery. Liberia is a nation ranked 169 on the United Nation’s human development index, out of 182. More than
three-quarters of its residents remain unemployed. And critics say that Ms. Sirleaf’s administration has done little to
prosecute rampant corruption in the government, the market and the education system. Last year’s report by the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, established to investigate war crimes, recommended that Ms. Sirleaf be
banned from office for backing Taylor’s rebellion; she has publicly admitted her association with Taylor, saying she
was misled. Brumskine served as a leader in the Senate during the Taylor regime, went into exile in the United
States after falling out with Taylor in 1999, and returned to Liberia to challenge him for the presidency in 2003.
Brumskine has said that working for the Taylor government did not make him a part of its tyranny.

International Clips on West Africa
Guinea
Geoserve Marketing: Hyperdynamics Conference Call Announces First Year Accomplishments of New
Management Team; Company Moving Forward, Positioned For Growth
www.thestreet.com
Geoserve Marketing LLC, a private consulting firm led by Michael E. Watts (a former adviser/consultant to and
current shareholder in Hyperdynamics Corporation), announced today that according to a June 8, 2010 conference
call hosted by Hyperdynamics management, Hyperdynamics Corporation (NYSE AMEX:HDY) has accomplished
several goals ahead of schedule and is positioning itself for drilling in 2011. Previously, Hyperdynamics Chief
Executive Officer Ray Leonard had set four specific targeted goals for the company. These goals have now been
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completed, according to Leonard's statements during the conference call. The four goals were cementing
relations with the government of the Republic of Guinea and clarifying the contractual situation; adding a worldclass technical team and furthering the work necessary to identify drilling prospects; improving the company's
financial situation and addressing stock exchange compliance; and finally, securing farm-out agreements. During
the June 8, 2010 conference call Leonard said, "I am pleased to say, finally at this point, 10 months later, that we
have achieved each of these goals." Hyperdynamics completed the first goal concerning Guinea relations by
signing amendments to the 2006 production sharing contract, relinquishing data to work with the Guinea
government and establishing a work plan. Leonard said, "We've completed all the outstanding commercial
negotiations and clarifications with the government of Guinea and we have received the final approval of the
president and the ministry to move forward."

Sierra Leone
Sierra Leone cops help Darfur women
www.newkerala.com
New York, Jun 10: Having seen first-hand how United Nations female peacekeepers helped her own country
rebuild, Sierra Leone's highest-ranking female police officer is now hoping to duplicate those successes in the wartorn Sudanese region of Darfur. Assistant Inspector-General Kadi Facondo is among the many police officers of the
joint UN-African peacekeeping mission in Darfur (known as UNAMID) who are working to help local women deal
with sexual and gender-based violence and other threats and challenges. Facondo told the UN News Centre that
her own country, Sierra Leone, has made important inroads in tacking the problems of sexual violence. Thanks to
the assistance of an earlier UN peacekeeping mission in the West African country, the police - for whom she has
worked for more than a quarter of a century - set up family support units to encourage survivors of rape, domestic
violence and other crimes to come forward. These centres now number more than 81 across the country, and the
"fact that we keep getting requests to establish more tell us that we are doing a good job," Facondo said, stressing
that the success is partly attributable to the efforts of female blue helmets.
****
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Reuters
Friday, 11 June 2010
ICC nations at odds over pursuing crimes of aggression
By Aaron Gray-Block
KAMPALA (Reuters) - Dozens of countries deadlocked on Thursday in efforts to agree powers for the
International Criminal Court to prosecute crimes of state aggression, arguing over criteria for triggering
investigations.
At a landmark ICC review conference held in Uganda, delegates were seeking to agree a definition of
state aggression and how ICC inquiries into the offence, one of four grave crimes the court has
jurisdiction over, could be triggered.
In a late-night meeting on Thursday, in an effort to reach a compromise, delegates were given a new draft
resolution outlining how the U.N. Security Council, the ICC or a state referral might set off a probe into
an act of aggression.
Christian Wenaweser, president of the Assembly of States Parties that oversees the ICC, urged states to
try and bridge the gaps as they are now under "considerable time pressure."
The issue has deeply divided states over the role the Security Council should play, with smaller nations
wary of yielding authority to a world body dominated by five big powers.
Several draft papers and resolutions have been circulated among delegates this week.
One delegate said the latest draft resolution might still draw objections from smaller states as it allows the
Security Council to thwart an ICC investigation with a so-called "red light clause." Other delegates said it
was too early to comment.
OPT-OUT
The new resolution still included a type of "opt-out clause" for states to shield them from a probe if they
have declared with the ICC registrar that they do not accept ICC jurisdiction.
Amnesty International has warned against an opt-out clause, but the latest variant obliges states to review
its opt-out within three years.
The proposal also provides for delayed entry of the court's mandate to prosecute aggression, an idea
widely supported.
But the key issue remained whether the ICC would be able to start an investigation if the Security Council
had not determined that an act of aggression took place.
Under the latest proposal, the court could not investigate an act of aggression committed by a nonmember state.
Security Council powers the United States, Russia and China are not members of the ICC, and states such
as India, Indonesia and Israel and many Islamic countries have not signed up to the court either.
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The crime of aggression is broadly defined as the use of force that manifestly breaches the U.N. charter
and includes an invasion, a bombardment, blockade or a country allowing another state to use its territory
to attack a third nation.
Big powers who are permanent members of the Security Council are concerned about granting the ICC
powers to prosecute state aggression, arguing such writ must be vested with the council and that it is
premature to push forward without consensus.
NGOs argue that giving the council powers to determine whether an act of aggression has taken place
could undermine the ICC's independence, while investigations into acts of aggression could also be seen
as politically biased.
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Voice of America
Thursday, 10 June 2010
Consensus Unlikely At Rome Statute Conference In Uganda
Peter Clottey
Photo: AP
U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon attends the
Review Conference of the Rome Statue organized by
the International Criminal Court (ICC) in Kampala,
Uganda, 31 May 2010
Former U.S Ambassador David Scheffer has
expressed doubt a consensus can be formed among
participants over the crime of aggression at the Rome
Statute Review Conference which ends Friday in
Kampala.
Scheffer, who served as an ambassador-at-large for war crimes issues in the Clinton Administration, described as
constructive the debate and dialogue among governments at the conference.
“There has been an enormous amount of, I think, very constructive dialogue among governments at this conference.
There has also been divisiveness. There have been very divergent views about how to achieve particularly the
incorporation of the crime of aggression into the Rome Statute. But, it has been a two-week venture and we are in a
better position today than we were two weeks ago on this issue,” he said.
Amendment proposals that were deliberated upon during the conference included the revision of Article 125 of the
Rome Statute, the crime of aggression and the inclusion of the use of certain weapons as war crimes.
Scheffer, now law professor at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois who is participating in the Kampala
conference, said it is unlikely there would be a compromise on including the crime of aggression in the Rome
Statute.
“I think that is doubtful because there are too many governments in the world that view how to use military force
differently. There are governments who (say) there a very lawful uses of military force that should not be
questioned by a court. It’s a political matter. And, there are governments, for example, at the Security Council that
do see it as an issue that is solely to be determined by the Security Council,” Scheffer said.
Last year, the Hague-based International Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest warrant against Sudanese President
Omar al Bashir after accusing him of committing war crimes and crimes against humanity during the conflict in
Darfur – charges his supporters deny.
Critics say the ICC has often targeted poor and less powerful countries, mostly in Africa, while ignoring crimes
allegedly committed by Western countries – a charge officials of The Hague-based court deny.
Scheffer said some participants agree with the ICC criticism.
“That has been a common train of thought among some delegations here in Kampala that there has to be a balance
that the major governments need to be held accountable for their military action just as other governments are held
accountable. And, that is a very delicate balance in these negotiations,” Scheffer said.
Participants said the Rome Statute review conference also centered on analyzing the success and impact of the
Rome Statute system on victims and affected communities, as well as peace and justice.
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Associated Press
Thursday, 10 June 2010
AP Interview: Int'l Court prosecutor wants UN Council to ask for arrest of accused Sudanese
By Edith M. Lederer
The International Criminal Court prosecutor said he will ask the U.N. Security Council on Friday to take
action to ensure the arrest of a Sudanese governor and a militia leader accused of atrocities in Darfur.
Luis Moreno Ocampo said in an interview Thursday with The Associated Press that the court's pre-trial
judges ruled on May 25 that the Sudanese government has refused to co-operate and hand over South
Kordofan Governor Ahmed Harun and Janjaweed militia leader Ali Kushayb.
The prosecutor said he will tell the council at Friday's open meeting: "''After the judges decision, it's the
Security Council's responsibility."
The court's Darfur investigation — which led to arrest warrants for Harun, Kushayb and Sudan's President
Omar Al-Bashir — was prompted by a request from the Security Council.
Sudan is not a member of the tribunal and refuses to recognize its jurisdiction.
But Moreno Ocampo says Khartoum has a "binding legal obligation," underpinned by a council
resolution, to co-operate with the court and comply with the arrest warrants issued in 2007 for Harun and
Kushayb on a total of 51 charges of crimes against humanity and crimes of sexual violence as war crimes.
While fugitives are normally in hiding, the prosecutor said Harun has a high-profile job in South
Kordofan, the oil-rich region which lies on the disputed border between Sudan's Arab-dominated north
and black African south. He said Kushayb's whereabouts in South Darfur are also well known.
The Security Council issued a presidential statement in June 2008 reminding Sudan of its obligation to
arrest both men.
Moreno Ocampo said it's important now for the council to instruct all the U.N. representatives and
mediators in the country to request their arrest and ensure that the issue of justice is part of all peace
negotiations.
Those representatives are expected to attend an open Security Council meeting on Monday.
All are expected to brief the council: Ibrahim Gambari, the joint U.N.-African Union representative in
Darfur; U.N.-A.U. chief mediator Djibril Bassole who is trying to promote peace between the rebels and
the government in western Darfur; former South African President Thabo Mbeki who chaired an A.U.
panel on Darfur; and Haile Menkerios, the U.N. envoy trying to implement the 2005 peace agreement that
ended Sudan's 21-year civil war.
Moreno Ocampo said the arrest of Harun is "critically important" because his "expertise is to attack
civilians using tribal militias."
Harun allegedly attacked civilians in the Nuba mountains and organized a secret service to collect
information and carry out attacks in camps for the displaced, the prosecutor said. He then moved to Darfur
where he organized attacks against civilians in the villages and then became minister of state for
humanitarian affairs "to attack the people in the camps," Moreno Ocampo said.
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A crucial referendum will be held next year on independence for southern Sudan, and Moreno Ocampo
indicated Harun is in a key position.
"If you follow what he did in the past, be careful what he is doing in South Kordofan," the prosecutor
warned. "Why do they need him there? His expertise is to attack civilians ... "
South Kordofan lies in the heart of Sudan and borders Darfur where U.N. officials estimate 300,000
people have died and 2.7 million have been displaced since ethnic African rebels rose up in 2003,
accusing Sudan's Arab-dominated central government of neglect and discrimination. The province also
includes the contested border town of Abyei, whose status remains one of the most contentious
outstanding issues in the implementation of the 2005 north-south peace deal.
What about the prospects of arresting president al-Bashir, who was just re-elected and is wanted for war
crimes and crimes against humanity?
"Richard Nixon was re-elected after Watergate and his future, his destiny, was not good," Moreno
Ocampo said.
"The destiny of Bashir is to face justice," he said. Whether it "will be five years, 10 years, 15 years, he
will face justice. The problem is how many people will die, how many people will be raped? Justice can
wait. Stopping the crimes cannot."
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Daily Monitor
Thursday, 10 June 2010
http://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National
Arrest of Rwandan opposition leader lawyer a blow to ICTR, international lawyers warn
By Alfred Nyongesa Wandera
An umbrella body for international criminal lawyers has warned that the continued detention of an
opposition leader’s lawyer in Rwanda could deal a major blow to the operations of the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).
Addressing a Press conference in Kampala at the ongoing International Criminal Court Review
Conference, lawyers attached to the International Criminal Bar (ICB) condemned the continued detention
of their American colleague, Prof Peter Erlinder, who is defending Ms Victoire Ingabire, an opposition
leader and candidate for presidency in Rwanda.
Ms Ingabire, is the leader of the United Democratic Forces (UDF), a political party that has up to date
been denied opportunity to be registered to participate in the presidential poll due this August.
She is under house arrest and her aide put in custody for over a month now.
“Arrest of Erlinder violates fundamental human rights and the allegations against him pertain to the work
he is doing at the ICTR. This is an attack on the independence of counsel and lawyers are afraid for their
own security,” said Ms Allison Turner, ICB council member, said in Munyonyo on Tuesday.
Ms Turner said that in another case before the ICTR, a defence lawyer told the court that under the
circumstances where he was at risk, he could not in good conscience continue representing his client.”
A Kigali court on Monday ordered that Professor Erlinder be detained, without having been charged with
any crime. Prof Erlinder has been in been in detention since May 28.
The incident has prompted other defence lawyers at the UN tribunal, which sits in Arusha, Tanzania, to
refuse to participate in proceedings.
"We hereby resolve to postpone all activities, other than those which strictly conserve the interests of our
mandates, until such time as the minimum conditions or the normal exercise of our missions has been
restored by the removal of threats," the statement says. "[We are] aware of the dangers which immediately
and directly threaten most of our number," the statement reads.
The treatment of defence lawyers has prompted widespread international condemnation, with the US
government calling for Erlinder's release.
The case is also likely to place pressure on the UK authorities, including the Crown Prosecution Service,
which has been providing assistance to Rwanda prosecutors to facilitate the extradition of genocide
suspects currently residing in the UK.
The case also comes amid increasing concern about freedom of information in Rwanda, after two main
opposition newspapers – Umuvugizi and Umuseso – were targeted with a number of libel and privacy
cases, and prohibited from publishing until after the coming elections.
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Institute for War and Peace Reporting
Thursday, 10 June 2010
http://www.kentucky.com/2010/06/10/1300533/a-warm-welcome-for-returning-war.html
A warm welcome for returning war criminal
By MARIJA ARNAUTOVIC
VISEGRAD, Serbia -- In contrast to the crowds that filled the streets back in March to welcome home a
favorite son, this picturesque town appeared deserted on a recent May morning. The ancient bridge over
the Drina River that has served as a symbol of the town for centuries was also empty.
It was from this bridge that hundreds of Bosniaks killed by Serbian forces were thrown into the river
during the Bosnian war of the 1990s.
The crowds that turned out in March had come to welcome home one of those convicted of the killings.
Mitar Vasiljevic had served two- thirds of this 15-year sentence for his role in the killings. His supporters
provided him with a hero's welcome, complete with music, a parade and crowds calling his name.
For the occasion, Vasiljevic wore a hat bearing the insignia of the Chetniks, a Serbian nationalist
paramilitary that operated in the Balkans before World War II. Vasiljevic told the crowd he had never felt
happier in his life.
"I greet my fellow Serbs, the young people and especially children who had not been born when I was last
here," he told them.
He called his war crimes conviction unjust and said all the evidence against him was a lie. Since then, he
has declined all requests for interviews.
Most of the residents of Visegrad - once predominantly a Bosniak town but today inhabited mostly by
Serbs - would not talk to strangers about the welcome-home party. Those who would speak said they
knew nothing about it.
According to testimony presented at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The
Hague, 3,000 Bosniak civilians were killed in Visegrad in the war, including 600 women and 119
children. Some of the most horrific crimes of the Bosnian war took place in this town in June 1992, when
140 Bosniaks were burned alive in their houses.
Vasiljevic was at that time a member of a paramilitary unit called "White Eagles," headed by Milan Lukic,
who was recently sentenced by the tribunal to life imprisonment for his role in crimes in the first months
of the war. His conviction is currently under review.
Today, more than 15 years after the end of the Bosnian war, Visegrad remains deeply divided. Serbs and
Bosniaks greet each other in the street, but rarely socialize.
One of the few Serbs with friends among the town's Muslim residents is Zoran Maksimovic, who operates
a Web site in the town.
He said that the hero's welcome Vasiljevic received was spontaneous.
"It was organized by a small group of people who spontaneously decided to do this while they were
hanging out in a local cafe," he said. "When news reached them that Vasiljevic was approaching Visegrad,
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someone suggested that he should be welcomed properly and that's how it all started." But others in this
town insist the event was meticulously planned and organized by a Serb war veterans' association.
Bilal Memisevic, a Bosniak and president of the town assembly, said he is trying to make the best of a
difficult situation.
Memisevic lost both of his parents during the Bosnian war and says he knows who killed them. In fact, he
said, the murderers continue to walk the streets of the town freely today.
Still, Memisevic said he believes justice will eventually be done and that everyone will be held to account
for their crimes sooner or later. He claims that relations between the two ethnic groups in the town are "all
right and constantly improving." As for the convicted war criminal one again in their midst, Memisevic
would only say, "He had been convicted and served his time in prison. I hope he has learnt something
from that. That's all I'd want to see - that he has changed, that he is no longer the man who committed war
crimes here."
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Rwanda: ICTR Lawyers Causing Deliberate Confusion - Mushikiwabo
Edmund Kagire
Kigali — The Rwandan Government has accused defence lawyers of the International Criminal Tribunal
of Rwanda (ICTR) of creating deliberate confusion by mixing their right to defend their clients in the
Arusha-based tribunal and trying to rewrite the history of the Rwandan genocide.
Government Spokesperson and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Louise Mushikiwabo, was reacting to a
decision by the defence lawyers not to participate in hearings in protest over the arrest of one of their
colleagues, Peter Erlinder.
"Since the 1994 Genocide, Rwanda and its people have always understood and respected the role of
defence lawyers. They play an integral role in the process of achieving justice and reconciliation for our
country," said the minister.
"Attempts by lawyer friends of Mr Erlinder to link his prosecution with the hearings at Arusha are
disingenuous and completely misleading. It is a fiction and a fabrication to say that defence lawyers at
Arusha or anywhere else have anything to fear from Rwanda as a result of the Erlinder case."
Mushikiwabo said.
The embattled American lawyer was denied bail two weeks after his arrest on charges of Genocide denial.
His colleagues claim that they fear for their safety.
"It is nonsense. It is important to alert the public on this deliberate confusion by the defence lawyers.
Rwandans will not sit back and watch as the history of Genocide is being distorted. We will prosecute
them aggressively," she added.
"We understand that these lawyers are concerned for their friends and colleague, but we reject their
outrageous and false claims that reflect poorly on Rwanda, the integrity of the ICTR process".
A statement released by the lawyers says that the laws are "deeply troubled by Erlinder's continued
detention in Kigali which occurred in the context of his activities guaranteeing the rights of defence".
But according to the Prosecutor General Martin Ngoga, by doing what they are doing, ICTR defence
lawyers have failed to draw lines between their work and interfering in affairs of another country.
"We are not in the Management of the ICTR and we believe in their capacity to deal with the situation.
The most important thing is that we know where to draw the line not to interfere with their mandate as we
enforce our own law with regard to Peter Erlinder," he said.
"The defence lawyers' decision is one of many other strikes they have carried out before. It has much to
do with general discipline and professionalism than standing for any legitimate cause".
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