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CharlesTaylorTrial.org (The Hague)
Wednesday, 7 July 2010
Liberia: 1997 Arms Shipment Into Sierra Leone Was Not Facilitated By Charles Taylor, RUF
Leader Testifies
Alpha Sesay
A former Sierra Leonean rebel leader today again took pains to distance Charles Taylor from a shipment
of weapons that prosecutors say was bought with the same batch of diamonds as those he allegedly gave
to supermodel Naomi Campbell after a star-studded dinner in South Africa in 1997.
On his third day of testimony, Issa Sesay -- the former interim leader of Sierra Leone's Revolutionary
United Front (RUF)- today tied Libyan leader Muamarr Ghadaffi, RUF leader Foday Sankoh,
Commander in Chief (CIC) of the Burkinabe Army, General Diendere, and Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council (AFRC) leader, Johnny Paul Koroma, to the flight full of arms and ammunition which landed in
northern Sierra Leone in late 1997.
Prosecutors have alleged that RUF/AFRC fighters gave Mr. Taylor rough diamonds for sale and to use the
proceeds to purchase arms and ammunition for them during his 1997 trip to South Africa. Prosecutors say
that part of those diamonds were given to supermodel Ms. Campbell for whom a subpoena has been
issued to testify in The Hague in three weeks' time, on July 29. Today, one of the men at the forefront of
RUF activities in Sierra Leone said that prosecution allegations are false.
"It was Mr. Sankoh who paid for the arms and ammunition, it was Johnny Paul Koroma who paid for its
transportation," Mr. Sesay told the court today.
"Was it not Charles Taylor who paid for them with diamonds he had taken to South Africa?" Mr. Taylor's
lead defense counsel, Courtenay Griffiths, asked Mr. Sesay.
"No. It was Mr. Sankoh who paid for them. At that time, Mr. Sankoh and Mr. Taylor did not even have
any contact," Mr. Sesay responded.
Today, Mr. Sesay described a letter sent from Mr. Sankoh - who was in jail in Nigeria at the time -- to Mr.
Koroma and top RUF commander, Sam Bockarie. The letter, delivered by another RUF commander,
Gibril Massaquoi, informed the two men that Mr. Ghadaffi had given Mr. Sankoh USD 2,000,000 with
which he had bought weaponry. These arms and ammunition were to be collected from Burkinabe CIC
General Diendere and transported to Sierra Leone for use by the AFRC and RUF. Mr. Sankoh asked Mr.
Koroma to provide money for a chartered flight to take the mateials to Sierra Leone. These materials, Mr.
Sesay told the court, were the ones that were dropped off at an airstrip in northern Sierra Leone in late
1997.
Speaking about Mr. Sankoh, Mr. Sesay told the court that "he had travelled to Libya and had got some
money from the Libyan leader and that is the money he used to buy the arms and ammunition."
"So he sent Gibril Massaquoi to meet General Diendere and Ibrahim Bah to make arrangements for the
arms and ammunition to be taken to Sierra Leone," Mr. Sesay told the court.
"Mr. Sankoh told Johnny Paul to provide money to charter a flight for the arms and ammunition to be
taken to Sierra Leone," he continued.
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He said that "RUF agent," Ibrahim Bah, was invited to Sierra Leone and AFRC leader Mr. Koroma
gave him USD 90,000 to pay for a chartered flight to transport the arms and ammunition from Burkina
Faso to Sierra Leone. The said money was taken from the Bank of Sierra Leone, Mr. Sesay told the court.
Mr. Griffiths asked Mr. Sesay how he came to know all these details.
"Well, I took part in this. Even Gibril Massaquoi told me about the letters that he brought, Sam Bockarie
told me. I was a senior commander and so was involved in what was going on," Mr. Sesay said.
"I was part of the team that went to receive the shipment," he added.
Asked by Presiding Judge of the Trial Chamber, Justice Julia Sebutinde, whether it is his testimony that
"the funds that bought these arms and ammunition came from the Libyan leaded Muamarr Ghadaffi," Mr.
Sesay said "yes, that was my understanding."
"Mr. Sankoh bought these arms and ammunition from General Diendere and he was able to keep them
because he was the head of the army in Burkina Faso. If it were not for Mr. Sankoh's arrest, they would
have come before then because Mr. Sankoh had given instructions to Peter Vandy to prepare an airstrip in
Buedu," Mr. Sesay explained.
When asked whether it was possible for the flight carrying the arms and ammunition to have passed
through Liberia before heading to Sierra Leone, Mr. Sesay said: "No. It would not have been possible
because at that time, ECOMOG [West African peacekeepers] were based in Liberia."
Mr. Sesay said that within this period of time, neither the RUF, nor the AFRC leadership, had any
dealings with Mr. Taylor.
Taylor Was Not Involved in the 1997 Arms Shipment
"Before we joined the AFRC, we had no talk or business with Mr. Taylor...When we joined the AFRC,
Johnny Paul had no business with Mr. Taylor," Mr. Sesay said.
Mr. Sesay insisted that if other RUF commanders had been in contact with Mr. Taylor, he would have
known because he was the rebels' Battle Group Commander.
When shown an October 3, 1997, letter written and signed by AFRC leader Mr. Koroma in which the
AFRC leader thanked Mr. Taylor for his support and requested a huge consignment of arms and
ammunition, Mr. Sesay said that this was his first time seeing the letter. He did not know that Mr. Koroma
had made such a request from Mr. Taylor, he said.
Mr. Sesay's testimony continues on Thursday.
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Daily Mail
Wednesday, 7 July 2010
'Naomi received six blood diamonds'
As a war crimes trial plans to question the supermodel over claims she received a gem from an African
tyrant, the devastating evidence of her closest aide tells a different story
By Barbara Davies, Daily Mail

•

Naomi Campbell, who
is dating Russian
billionaire property
mogul Vladimir
Doronin, says she
fears for the safety of
her family if she gets
involved.

Image Credit: Rex Features
Naomi Campbell prefers not to
talk about her meeting with
former Liberian dictator Charles
Taylor. Which, given his current
situation, is hardly surprising.
On trial at an international war
crimes court in The Hague, the 62-year-old Taylor is not the kind of man whose number any self-respecting
supermodel would want to keep in her little black book.
The former warlord is accused of fuelling a bloody civil war in Sierra Leone as well as rape, murder and
conscripting child soldiers.
It is hard to imagine a less likely figure to be consorting with the Streatham-born supermodel. Yet when their paths
crossed at a social function in South Africa in 1997, the former Liberian dictator is said to have been so smitten
with Campbell that he gave her a large diamond as a token of his affection.
And if the tale is true, say prosecutors at the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone, it could help secure a
conviction against a man who, according to one witness, ordered human sacrifices to celebrate his rise to power in
Liberia and encouraged cannibalism among his soldiers to terrify his enemies.
Taylor denies ever possessing such gems, and all the charges against him. Campbell's testimony, then, is vital to the
case against him. And this week, after repeatedly refusing to be formally interviewed about the incident, she was
ordered by court officials to appear before the Special Court on July 29 to testify or "show good cause why" she
cannot.
Campbell, who is dating Russian billionaire property mogul Vladimir Doronin, says she fears for the safety of her
family if she gets involved. Most intriguingly of all, the 40-year-old supermodel has denied the diamond story
outright.
"I didn't receive a diamond and I'm not going to speak about that, thank you," she told ABC news in April.

12

Unfortunately for Campbell, however, fellow guests with her that memorable night in September 1997 when the
supermodel and the dictator met give a conflicting version of events and tell a far more disturbing story.
Charity
One who spoke to the Mail, Campbell's former agent Carole White, said: "There were six small diamonds. They
weren't cut. They were in a bit of paper. I saw them. I had them in my hand."
The supermodel's trip to South Africa in the early autumn was, without doubt, motivated only by her desire to help
Nelson Mandela's Children's Fund, a charity he set up in 1994 not long after becoming President of a newlydemocratic South Africa.
Mandela had personally invited her to attend the celebrity-studded inauguration journey of The Blue Train, South
Africa's answer to the Orient Express.
"Naomi did a lot of charity work for Nelson Mandela," says Carole White, owner of Premier Model Management in
London, who accompanied Campbell on the trip. "His charity was connected to the promotion so it was just a thing
she did. It was a good thing for her to do."
During the 27-hour, 1,000-mile journey from Pretoria to Cape Town, travelling through some of the most
spectacular scenery in Africa, Campbell dined on zebra and rubbed shoulders with other high profile guests such as
actress Mia Farrow, cricketer Imran Khan and his then wife Jemima, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Michael Jackson's
producer Quincy Jones as well as Mandela and his future wife Graca Machel.
And when the guests arrived in Cape Town the following day, they dined at Mandela's home, a sprawling 18thcentury mansion on the Groote Schuur estate which once belonged to Sir Cecil Rhodes.
Concern
It was here that Campbell met Taylor for the first time. At dinner, Campbell found herself seated next to the tyrant
and, according to White, a woman once affectionately described by Campbell as her "surrogate mother", it wasn't
long before the subject of diamonds came up.
"It came up over dinner," White says. "I was there. I heard it. Charles Taylor was there and Naomi was seated next
to him and then there was the Minister of Defence from his country and I was seated next to him. Mia Farrow was
opposite."
Asked why she thinks Taylor wanted to discuss giving diamonds to Campbell, she gives a one word answer:
"flirting".
But it was White who was to be in charge of the logistics. She adds: "I was dealing with everything how was she
going to get them, because Taylor didn't have them in his possession? I was asked by Charles Taylor and Naomi
and his Minister of Defence to organise letting his people, who were going to bring the diamonds from
Johannesburg to Cape Town. The diamonds came that night. Everyone was asleep."
White has already given a statement about the events of that night to the Special Court in The Hague via her lawyer
in London.
White has also been told that she is one of three new witnesses who will be summoned to give evidence in July or
August. Campbell is another. The third is Mia Farrow.
Her recollection of the events of that night are what sparked the entire "blood diamond" scandal. Last June, when
she became aware of the nature of Charles Taylor's trial, she contacted the court to tell them she had vital evidence.
Farrow claims that Campbell blurted out the "unforgettable story" about the diamonds over breakfast the morning
after their dinner at Mandela's home.
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"You don't forget when a girlfriend tells you that she was given a huge diamond in the middle of the night," she
told American news channel ABC.
"She said that during the night some men had knocked on her door, and she, half asleep, had opened it, and they
were representatives of Charles Taylor and they had given her a huge diamond. There's no doubt in my mind.
"She said she was going to give it to President Mandela's children's charity and I thought no more about it."
White insists that Campbell who she believed was given all six of the gems — did, indeed, give the diamonds to
Mandela's charity.
She adds: "Otherwise I would have been carrying them illegally out of South Africa.
"Even though we didn't know the origin of Taylor's diamonds we knew that anyone found in possession of any
diamond by customs authorities is expected to produce certification from where it has been obtained — and I didn't
have that so I wasn't prepared to do it.
"It would have been a really bad thing to do.'
White adds that they were only in Campbell's possession for "probably a day". Asked if she knows who the
diamonds were handed to, she says: "Yes I do, but I'm not going to say."
Accusations
According to the Nelson Mandela Children's Fund no diamonds have ever been received from Campbell.
Certainly, it is fair to say that the charity would have been a highly inappropriate destination for Taylor's "blood
diamonds". They may well have been dug up by the child slaves working in Sierra Leone's diamond mines in the
1990s.
Given these accusations, one can imagine why Campbell might wish to keep her involvement with Taylor private.
There is a possibility, of course, if White's recollection is right, that Campbell is not just seeking to protect her own
reputation by refusing to speak about her meeting, but is also afraid that giving evidence in court will somehow
reflect negatively upon Mandela's charity.
In the past, she has often spoken about her admiration for Mandela, a man she likes to describe as her "adopted
grandfather". White says: "I've no idea why she wouldn't talk about it because, eventually, what she did with the
diamonds was a good thing. She didn't take them out of the country."
And yet Campbell looked unquestionably furious when asked about the "blood diamond" allegations by US channel
ABC news in April. After denying ever receiving a single diamond, she deftly side-stepped a question about dining
with Taylor: "I had dinner with Nelson Mandela, thank you very much."
When she appeared on Oprah Winfrey's show in the US last month, Campbell gave a more civilised, if brief,
explanation for her silence.
"I don't want to be involved in this man's case," she said. "He has done some terrible things and I don't want to put
my family in danger."
But prosecutors at the Special Court for Sierra Leone, which is being held at The Hague, claim that Campbell's
evidence would show that the former president "used rough diamonds for personal enrichment and arms purposes".
How Campbell responds to this week's subpoena remains to be seen.
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According to court spokesman Peter Anderson: "The expectation is that anyone who receives a subpoena will go
to court. That's been the case with everyone who has been subpoenaed by the court in the past."
The wording of the subpoena states that the court "respectfully requests the authorities of the state in which
Campbell is residing to assist in the enforcement of this order".
But Campbell currently spends much of her time living with her Russian lover in Moscow from where she may well
be untouchable.
The supermodel has not indicated that she will refuse to submit to a subpoena issued by a war crimes trial but doing
so could do much to damage Campbell's public image, which is already fragile.
The question that everyone will be asking themselves is why she won't talk about her brief encounter with Taylor,
even if only to deny or to clarify the stories that are being told by those who were with her that memorable night.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
7 July 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia
UNMIL, Justice Ministry, Others to Train 30 Liberian Journalists
[National Chronicle]
•
•
•
•
•

The United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) in collaboration with the Ministry of Justice and the Sex
Crime Unit of the Liberia National Police today started three-day training for local journalists in Monrovia.
The training is aimed at exposing the journalists to Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) and other
forms of human rights violations.
It will also identify means in which the media can help in the fight against GBV.
The head of a local media advocacy group, Lawrence Fahnbulleh said at the end of the training the media
will be reminded about their roles in ensuring that rape and other forms of human rights abuses are
discouraged.
More than 30 journalists from both the print and electronic media are attending the training.

Local News on Liberian issues
Liberia, USA Sign US$15 Million Grant Agreement
[Heritage, New Democrat, The News, Daily Observer, Front Page Africa]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Liberia and the United States have signed a US$15 million grant agreement with a call for total
accountability in the implementation process.
US Ambassador Linda Thomas Greenfield said Liberia needs to demonstrate the highest degree of
accountability to get to the next stage of the assistance programme.
The grant agreement is under the threshold programmes of the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC)
which are smaller grants awarded to countries meeting the criteria.
Ambassador Greenfield said many countries failed to transcend from the threshold programme to the
compacts because of their inability to fight corruption.
The US diplomat however expressed hope that Liberia will be able to effectively manage the MCC
Threshold programme to obtain compact status.
The MCC Compacts are large five-year grants worth millions of dollars for countries that successfully
implement the threshold programmes.
The grant agreement signed Tuesday covers land rights and access, girls’ primary education and trade
policy to be implemented in three years.

President Sirleaf Expresses Support for Gender Equity Act
[Public Agenda, Liberian Express, Front Page Africa, Liberia Journal]
•
•
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has supported the passage into law of the draft Gender Equity in Politics
Act of 2010.
President Sirleaf said the draft Act which seeks thirty percent women’s representation in politics must be
given serious consideration by the Legislature.
She made the statement Tuesday while opening the delocalized meeting of a joint ECOWAS Parliamentary
Committee.
The five-day meeting is being conducted by the Committees on Health and Social Services, Labour,
Gender, Employment and Social Welfare under the theme: “Development and Promotion of the Quota
System in the Representation of Women in Politics within ECOWAS Space.”
The Chairman of the Joint Committee Parliamentarian Yaya Haidara of Mali said it was crucial to ensure
increased women’s representation in politics.
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•

During the programme, House Speaker Alex Tyler and Senate President Pro-tempore Cletus Wotorson
pledged their support to the issue of women’s participation in the governance process.

American Lawmaker Speaks on State of Security, Delegation Visits NEC
[Front Page Africa]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A member of the US congressional team Donald Payne visiting Liberia said the state of security in Liberia
ahead of the 2011 elections remains a major concern to the US government.
Congressman Payne said the people of Liberia have over the years suffered unjust pains that needed to be
discouraged.
He said the US government will continue to work with Liberia to ensure that the most physical challenges
facing the country are dealt with.
The American lawmaker noted that basic social services are very critical to the development of the country.
Meanwhile the US congressional team has visited the National Elections Commission (NEC) to familiarize
itself with operations of the commission.
The acting chairman of the commission, Cllr. Elizabeth Nelson told the delegation that the commission was
doing all within its power to prepare for the 2011 elections.
She said a major obstacle before the commission is the delay in the passage of the threshold bill by the
National Legislature.

GOL, FAO Launch US$100,000 Agriculture Project
[National Chronicle]
•
•
•
•

The Liberian government in collaboration with the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has
launched an agriculture production project in Bensonville, Montserrado County.
The project which cost US$100,000 is intended to empower farmers in the country.
The project is being carried out in collaboration with the Beetie Agriculture Development Union and mainly
supports the production of rice as well as other cash crops like rubber, coffee and cocoa.
Beneficiaries of the project have praised the government and the FAO for the initiative and promised to help
reduce poverty through the programme.

In CBL US$1.1 Million Case, Final Ruling Expected Friday
[In Profile Daily, The Inquirer]
•
•
•

The Criminal Court ‘C’ is expected to render final judgment this Friday in the US$1.1 million illegal transfer
case in which the Passewe brothers were declared guilty by a 15-man empanelled jury.
Jurors declared a unanimous guilty verdict against Jusu and Richard Passewe for theft, forgery, economic
sabotage and criminal facilitation and set defendant Gbotee Peabody free for lack of evidence.
They were arrested and tried for illegally transferring more than US$1 million from government’s account at
the Central Bank of Liberia (CBL) to an EcoBank account in the name of E-Jee Sirleaf.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
President Sirleaf Expresses Support for Gender Equity Act
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Attempt to Dissolve DEA and Security Ministry Resisted
• A proposed Act seeking the dissolution of the National Security Ministry and the Drug Enforcement Agency
(DEA) has met its first opposition in the House of Representatives.
• Bong County Representative George Mulbah is protesting against the bill submitted by the Executive
Branch of government titled: “National Security Reform and Intelligence Act of 2010.”
• Representative Mulbah said the draft Act is intended to increase the number of deactivated security
personnel in the country.
• He also argued that the bill would stall efforts in fighting drug trafficking and abuse in Liberia.
• The Bong County lawmaker described the draft Act as dangerous and vowed to ensure that it is not
enacted.
• According to him, the proposed security reform Act does not address the issue of employees of the two
security agencies to be possibly dissolved.
Liberia, USA Sign US$15 Million Grant Agreement
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(Also reported Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
US Congressman Urges Liberians Not To Compromise Human Rights
• A visiting US congressman Keith Ellison has urged Liberians not to compromise human rights issues.
• Congressman Ellison made the remarks during a visit at the Independent Human Rights Commission
where he called for the rights of political and ethnic minorities to be protected.
• According to the American congressman, Liberia is doing well in human rights record but said there is still
room for improvement.
• He said there is no absolute solution to human rights violations around the world and as such the only way
forward is to minimize its violations.
• The US lawmaker observed that if the issue of human rights must be fought head-on the rule of law system
must be overhauled.
Labor Ministry Plans Public Awareness Campaign
• The Labor Ministry says it would conduct a one month public awareness campaign this July on its new laws
and policies.
• The four new policies include the Decent Work Bill, National Bureau of Employment, the Minimum Wage
Law and HIV/AIDS.
• According to a Labor Ministry release, the campaign is intended to educate citizens about the policies
through the use of radio dramas in special Liberian English.
• The release said the Decent Work Bill is the Ministry’s proposed rewriting of the current labor laws dated
from the 1950s.
• The Bill aims to respect the dignity of Liberia’s workforce by setting standards for all aspects of work while
putting the country on the path to economic recovery.
• The public awareness campaign is being sponsored by the NGO, Realizing Rights.
Arcelor Mittal Resumes Operations in Liberia
• Arcelor Mittal has announced the resumption of full activities of its project in Liberia.
• The company’s new chief executive officer Rajesh Goel said the board decided to resume operations
despite the shock it experienced from the Global Economic meltdown.
• Mr. Goel said though the company shutdown in other countries, it intends to fast track the Liberia project to
meet up with its mid-2011 shipment plan.
• He told a news conference Tuesday, finishing work on the railway has commenced with about a thousand
contractors working alongside the rail construction company, OSEL.

No Compensation for Illegal Occupants – National Zoning Officer
• The National Zoning Officer of Liberia Elijah Karnley has clarified that government will not compensate
illegal occupants found in its demolition trail.
• Mr. Karnley said those illegally occupying government alleys stand no chance of benefitting from relocation
assistance.
• He said government will begin the second phase of demolition in the Waterside, West Point, Conneh Yard,
Ma Juah Market and Slipway areas.
• Mr. Karnley said government does not have any budget for relocation assistance because illegal
constructions have dominated the city for years.
Ex-RUF Leader Defends Former Liberian President Charles Taylor
• One of the men who led the Revolutionary United front (RUF) of Sierra Leone has rejected prosecution
claims that Mr. Charles Taylor ordered ‘operation stop elections’ in RUF territories in 1996.
• Prosecution had said the amputation of civilians in the Sierra Leonean civil war started when Taylor ordered
the RUF to stop civilians from voting in 1996.
• Mr. Issa Sesay dismissed the prosecution allegation, but defense lawyer, Courtenay Griffiths pressed the
witness about Mr. Taylor’s alleged order.
• Mr. Sesay told the court in The Hague that the former Liberian leader had no dealing with RUF leader
Foday Sankoh at the time.
• He said it was Sankoh who commanded his fighters to stop the elections.

Truth FM (News monitored today at 10:00 am)
American Lawmaker Speaks on State of Security, Delegation Visits NEC
International Clips on West Africa
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Guinea
ECOWAS Upbeat about Peaceful, Fair Guinea Election Run-Off
www1.voanews.com
A senior official with the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) has expressed optimism that
Guinea’s presidential election run-off scheduled for 18th July will be peaceful and credible. ECOWAS political
director Abdel-Fatau Musah said there are enough indications to show that, for the first time, Guineans are excited
and eager to elect a democratic president. “ECOWAS’s view is optimistic. Yes, one or two candidates have
expressed their wish to lodge a complaint about irregularities and all that, and that is their legal right according to
the constitution. But, ECOWAS is very confident that we are going to have a successful run-off election in Guinea,”
he said. Losing candidates in the 27th June presidential election accused Guinea’s Independent Electoral
Commission (CENI) of vote rigging after logistical constraints prevented the electoral body from promptly declaring
provisional results of the vote. Provisional results released by the electoral commission show former Prime Minister
Cellou Dalein Diallo won 39.72 percent of the vote in last Sunday's presidential poll, while long-time opposition
leader Alpha Conde, who came in second, garnered 20.67 percent.
Ivory Coast
UNOCI’S chief addresses seminar on peacekeeping in Italy
African Press Organization
The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for Côte d’Ivoire, Y. J. Choi, made a call, on
Tuesday in Pisa, a town in western Italy some 200 km from Rome, for priority to be given to peacekeeping in Africa.
Speaking at a seminar attended by students and researchers of the Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna University, Mr.
Choi explained the evolution of peacekeeping over the past sixty-two (62) years. From 1948 to 1988 (in 40 years),
18 peacekeeping missions have been registered throughout the world. From the 90s, there has been an explosion
in this domain with the creation of some 40 peacekeeping missions, most of them in Africa. During the same period,
civilians constituted 80% of victims in contrast to previous conflicts, where the losses were mainly military. Given
current developments, UNOCI’s chief explained, an increase in these operations is to be expected. Mr. Choi said
that, because of the interdependence of nations and transnational issues, he considered that Africa’s future was
related to that of the rest of the world and vice versa. The audience asked many questions on paradigm shifts in the
overall policy vision and, consequently, the perception of peacekeeping, which was the topic of another seminar Mr.
Choi presented the day before. He invited them to commit to peacekeeping, adding “we serve ourselves best by
serving others”.
Cocoa Rises on Signs Rain in Ivory Coast Is Slowing Output; Coffee Gains
www.bloomberg.com
Cocoa climbed in New York for the first time in three sessions as rain slowed production in Ivory Coast, the world’s
largest producer. Coffee also rose. The nation’s central-western Daloa region, the biggest cocoa-growing area, got
55.8 millimeters (2.2 inches) of rain from June 21 to June 30, up from 37 millimeters a year earlier, according to the
National Meteorological Service. Before today, the chocolate ingredient advanced 20 percent in the past 12 months.
Rain in Ivory Coast has “definitely slowed production and has impacted the beans a little bit,” said Phil Streible, a
senior market strategist at broker Lind-Waldock in Chicago. “The entire process has slowed, which is going to apply
upside pressure to the prices.” Cocoa for September delivery rose $13, or 0.4 percent, to $2,980 a metric ton at
9:38 a.m. on ICE Futures U.S. in New York.
****
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The New Times (Kigali)
Thursday, 8 July 2010
Rwanda: Ex-Kigali Official Sentenced to Life
Ignatius Ssuuna
Kigali — A former senior official in Kigali City was, on Tuesday, sentenced to life by a Gacaca court for
Genocide crimes.
The Gacaca Court of Gahogo Sector of Muhanga District found Sophanie Rutayisire responsible for,
among others, the death of 80 Tutsis who had sought refuge at B.G.M. Rubirizi College in Kanombe,
Kicukiro District, and the disappearance of several others shortly before the Genocide.
The court passed the ruling after several sessions conducted in Rubirizi - the scene of most of his crimes.
Rutayisire was a close friend to Maj. General Augustin Bizimungu, a former Chief-of -Staff of the
genocidal army, who is on trial at the UN mandated International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR)
in Arusha, Tanzania.
The court found Rutayisire guilty of providing guns to Interahamwe militia to kill Tutsis in Rubirizi area,
where he was residing.
Witnesses testified that Rutayisire handed over one Verediane Mugorewera, a resident in the area, to
marauding Interahamwe militia.
Mugorewera's husband, Gerald Karumeyi, was also killed in the Genocide, the court heard.
Rutayisire told the court that Bizimungu was his good friend, and that at one point during the Genocide,
the two traveled in a military helicopter to pick money from Gitarama where the genocidal regime had
relocated.
At the height of Genocide, the then interim government relocated to Gitarama as the liberation army of
Rwanda Patriotic Army (RPA) advanced towards the capital.
He denied having visited B.G.M. Rubirizi College in Kanombe, where Tutsis were hiding but several area
witnesses pinned him, saying he was seen together with Interhamwe herding many Tutsis to an unknown
destination.
One witness, Papius Mbarekeyende, who was Rutayisire's neighbour during the Genocide, testified that
the accused chaired several meetings aimed at killing Tutsis.
Mbarekeyende told court that since Rutayisire was not among those hunted and was powerful in the area,
many Tutsis went to his home for protection, but instead, he handed them over to be killed.
"Rutayisire worked with the Genocidal regime to arrest Tutsis perceived to be working with the RPF,"
another witness, Joseph Habimana, said.
Judges convicted Rutayisire, saying he had failed to defend himself. Throughout the hearing, Rutayisire
kept saying that he was being framed.
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One witness, Karekezi Amuli, a former leader of Biryogo Sector, Kigali, testified that he and Rutayisire
organized several meetings to kill Tutsis in Rubirizi. Karekezi was convicted and sentenced to life
imprisonment.
Karekezi said that Rutayisire, together with other senior Kigali leaders, were involved in the mass killings
of alleged RPF accomplices who had been arrested in early 90s and paraded in Nyamirambo stadium.
"I saw him at Nyamirambo stadium where Tutsis were being tortured. He is just denying to save himself,
but inside his heart, he knows the truth," Karekezi explained.
The court had last month convicted Rutayisire and sentenced him to life imprisonment in absentia but he
contested the ruling.
He petitioned the National Gacaca president to have his case heard again in his presence. The same court
on Tuesday upheld the earlier decision.
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ICC postpones start of Bemba war crimes trial
THE HAGUE — The war crimes trial of former Democratic Republic of Congo vice president JeanPierre Bemba, rescheduled for July 14, has been put off again, court officials said Wednesday.
In a statement, the International Criminal Court said that it preferred to wait for the outcome of a
challenge mounted by Bemba's legal team over the admissibility of the case.
"It is in the interests of justice for the challenge to admissibility of the case raised by the defence to be
resolved by the Appeals Chamber prior to the commencement of the trial," it said.
Bemba's trial was initially supposed to start on Monday, but on June 25 the date was shifted to July 14 due
to what the court called a "likely change in the composition of the bench" and other "necessary
preparations".
In its statement on Wednesday, the court said it would hear submissions on August 20 on re-fixing a trial
date.
Bemba, 47, stands accused of three charges of war crimes and two of crimes against humanity allegedly
committed in the Central African Republic from October 2002 to March 2003.
He will stand trial for acts of murder, rape and pillaging allegedly committed by members of his
Congolese Liberation Movement (MLC) while helping troops of then CAR president Ange-Felix Patasse
resist a coup attempt.
Bemba has been challenging the admissibility of the case against him, asserting that he has already been
investigated in the CAR and could not be prosecuted for the same crime twice.
Bemba, who left the DR Congo in April 2007, a year after losing a presidential election amid a political
transition that followed a 1998-2003 civil war, was arrested on an ICC warrant in Brussels in May 2008.
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ICTY president urges Croatia to expedite war crimes trials
Patrick Robinson, president of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) on
an official visit to Zagreb urged Croatian officials to expedite the procedures for war crimes trials,
reported the Croatian news agency Hina on Tuesday.
Robinson said at a press conference in Zagreb that his talks had largely revolved around the organization
of domestic courts responsible for war crimes.
"We agree that the greatest challenge for the ICTY as well as for courts in Croatia, when it comes to war
crimes, is how they can expedite trials without affecting the fairness of the proceedings,"said Robinson.
Branko Hrvatin, president of the Croatian Supreme Court, said he concurred with the need to speed up the
process, but also stressed that their aim was also to ensure that trials were conducted "before independent
courts and competent judges."
Hrvatin said one of the topics of discussion with Robinson was the possibility of gaining access to
documentation collected by the ICTY, also known as The Hague tribunal.
"Translations of the tribunal's most important rulings are of great importance and will be published and
used in our court practice," Hrvatin said.
Hrvatin stated that although the war crimes proceedings in the early 1990s were burdened by poorly
compiled indictments, and superficial trials and defenses, the legal process for war crimes trials has
improved in Croatia. Hrvatin attributed the current situation to competent, specialized court judges.
Robinson also said that the talks in Zagreb had focused on the ICTY's legacy and plans for the
establishment of information centers in the countries of the former Yugoslavia.
(Source: iStockAnalyst )
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Should the United States Support the International Criminal Court?
By Vijay Padmanabhan
At the recently completed Review Conference of the International Criminal Court (ICC) in Kampala,
Uganda provided State Parties their first formal opportunity to assess the Court’s performance to date. It
was also the first chance to assess the decision by the Obama administration to attend ICC meetings,
reversing the Bush administration's boycott.
Two important truths emerged. First, many parties to the ICC are more interested in using the Court to
make political points than to hold those who perpetrate the worst atrocity crimes accountable. Second,
there is no substitute for U.S. engagement with the Court in keeping the ICC focused on its proper
mission.
Nearly eight years have passed since the ICC entered into force with jurisdiction to prosecute those who
commit genocide, crimes against humanity and serious war crimes who are not prosecuted by national
courts.
Now with 111 State Parties, the ICC has established itself as the presumptive forum for international trials
of atrocity crimes, even charging the sitting president of Sudan Omar al-Bashir with genocide. But the
ICC’s track record to date has been limited, having not completed a single trial despite opening
investigations into five situations in Africa. The ICC’s difficulties can be attributed in large part to
inadequate cooperation from its members in apprehending suspects, collecting evidence, and funding the
court’s activities.
Disappointingly, participants in Kampala failed to use the Review Conference as a platform to improve
the performance of the Court. African States argued the ICC had improperly focused its efforts on Africa,
and questioned the premise that justice for atrocity crimes is compatible with peace in post-conflict
societies, a tenet central to the ICC’s existence.
Developing states demanded that the ICC direct efforts at improving the capacity of national courts to
prosecute atrocity crimes, an effort requiring development aid well beyond the capacity of the already
stretched Court.
Instead of addressing performance deficiencies, these same states directed the Review Conference toward
determining whether and how the Court would exercise jurisdiction over the crime of aggression.
Jurisdiction over aggression would give the ICC the power to hear claims against leaders of states accused
of using military force inconsistently with the U.N. Charter.
For states not represented on the U.N. Security Council, this authority was conceived as a counterbalance
to the Council that they hoped would be more accountable to their concerns. Not surprisingly, the
permanent members of the Security Council including the United States, opposed these efforts to
undermine the Council. Supporters of the Court also worried about the impact on the Court of being
drawn into politicized disputes about the lawfulness of the decision to use force. These divisions resulted
in the participants deferring a decision on aggression until after 2017.
Given the political posturing of many parties to the Court in Kampala, the United States must decide
whether continued engagement with the ICC makes sense.
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Having led efforts to prosecute atrocity crimes since the Nuremberg trials after World War II, the
United States has been a traditional supporter of an international court.
From a national security perspective an international criminal court can bolster U.S. efforts to stabilize
post-conflict regions, as the International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia did in the Balkans. And
international prosecutions can give the United States political options in states where the use of force is
not politically or practically feasible, as may be the case with Sudan. An international court is consistent
with the U.S. commitment to enforcing human rights.
Nevertheless, fears of politicized prosecutions and dilution of Security Council power have caused
successive administrations of both parties to keep the ICC at arms length.
This decision has hurt the ICC, as there is no substitute for the assistance the United States could provide
the Court in apprehension of suspects, gathering evidence, and training prosecutors and judges.
But it also hurt the United States, as it allowed states with political agendas contrary to the interests of
international justice to divert the Court from work that is also beneficial to the United States, as evidenced
in the lead-up to Kampala.
Ironically, the very concerns that have kept the United States away from the Court now counsel for greater
U.S. engagement. The United States was instrumental in achieving deferral on aggression in Kampala
through forcefully advancing U.S. concerns about the impact of aggression on the Court and the United
States.
It is unlikely this same result would have been reached without the United States present. Strong U.S.
diplomacy in the years ahead is likely to be the only brake on an attempt to add aggression seven years
from now.
U.S. membership in the ICC is unlikely in the foreseeable future, given the political realities of treaty
ratification in the Senate. The gamesmanship of the other participants in Kampala suggests that this is
good policy as well as good politics.
But there is no substitute for sustained U.S. engagement with the Court in ensuring that the ICC remains
focused on prosecuting atrocity crimes, benefiting both it and the United States.
Vijay Padmanabhan is the author of a recent Council on Foreign Relations Special Report on the U.S.
and the ICC. He is a Visiting Assistant Professor at Cardozo Law School, and was an Attorney-Adviser at
the U.S. Department of State from 2003-2008.

