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BBC Online
Tuesday, 10 August 2010
Campbell's ex-agent resumes Taylor trial testimony

Carole White gives evidence at The Hague. Broadcast subject to a 30 minute delay.
Supermodel Naomi Campbell's former agent has resumed her testimony in the war crimes trial of exLiberian President Charles Taylor.
Carole White told the court on Monday that Mr Taylor had given Ms Campbell
diamonds after a dinner in South Africa in 1997.
Her account contradicted Ms Campbell, who had testified that she did not know who
the diamonds were from.
Mr Taylor is accused of giving Sierra Leonean rebels weapons for diamonds.
Tens of thousands of people died in interlinked conflicts in Sierra Leone and Liberia
in the 1980s and 1990s.
Mr Taylor faces 11 charges related to the conflicts at the Special Court for Sierra
Leone, sitting in The Hague.
Prosecutors are trying to link the former Liberian leader to the diamonds that Ms
Campbell received. He has denied having anything to do with the trade in so-called
blood diamonds.
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Night-time gift
According to Ms White's testimony, Mr Taylor and Ms Campbell had been "mildly
flirtatious" with each other at the 1997 dinner, which was hosted by Nelson
Mandela, South Africa's president at the time.
Mr Taylor told the supermodel during dinner that he would send some men to give
her diamonds, Ms White told the hearing.
She said Ms Campbell was communicating with the men and was "very excited"
about the diamonds.
US actress Mia Farrow, who was at the dinner, also testified on Monday that Ms
Campbell had been excited by the gift.
Last week, Ms Campbell told the hearing that two men had come into her room in
the middle of the night and given her a pouch of stones, and that she did not know
who had given her the gift.
Courtenay Griffiths, a defence lawyer for Charles Taylor, said Ms White had a "very
powerful motive" for lying because of a lawsuit over breach of contract between her
and Ms Campbell. He also queried Ms Farrow's memory and her impartiality.
Mr Taylor, 62, was arrested in 2006 and his trial in opened in 2007.
The former warlord is accused of arming Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) rebels during the 1991-2002 civil war - a charge he denies.
Prosecutors say that from his seat of power in Liberia, Mr Taylor also trained and
commanded the rebels who murdered, raped and maimed Sierra Leone civilians,
frequently hacking off their hands and legs.
The war in Sierra Leone became notorious for the widespread use of child soldiers.
Mr Taylor's trial gained little international media coverage until the appearance of
Ms Campbell.

10

Newsopi.com
Monday, 9 August 2010

Carole White Blood Diamond Party after Naomi Campbell Testimony
Olivia
Carole White Blood Diamond Party after Naomi Campbell Testimony – The night
that Naomi Campbell gave testimony to a tribunal about the alleged gift of blood
diamonds while in African in the 1990′s, Carole White is accused of throwing a
mocking ‘blood diamond party’ at a new house for the models of her agency.
Carole White was close friends with Campbell for years, and worked as her agent.
However, after a falling out over a perfume promotion, in which the model is said to
have refused to promote the item at an Australian award show because she would
have to take the stairs up a floor, she dropped her as a client.
White is suing for £600,000 for lost earning from the incident.
The party came to the attention of Campbell’s lawyer during the tribunal, from
Facebook photos, which had a number of mocking comments about the model.

However, White seemed surprised, and said that she had never called it that, and
that it was just a housewarming party for the ladies who were moving in.
“I’m sure that there was some discussion about Naomi Campbell’s testimony.
However, as I said, I hardly saw it and it wasn’t a party about that. It was after
work and we had some bottles of fizzy wine and pizza. I was talking mainly about
work to a lot of my colleagues. I’m not crass enough to arrange a party like that.
That would be absurd,” she said, denying the attorney’s allegations that she was
lying for ammunition to use against Campbell in the lawsuit.
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Voice of America
Monday, 9 August 2010
Activists Call for US Televangelist to Testify at Taylor Trial
Nico Colombant

Photo: AP

Televangelist Pat Robertson
makes his way to his seat for
the inauguration of Virginia
Gov. Bob McDonnell at the
Capitol in Richmond, Va., 16
Jan 2010 (file photo)

Celebrities Naomi Campbell and Mia Farrow have testified at the Charles Taylor trial, but activists say it
also would be useful for a well-known U.S. televangelist to make an appearance. The founder of the
Christian Broadcasting Network has been mentioned at the West African war-crimes trial and had mining
interests in Liberia when Mr. Taylor was president.
Evangelist Pat Robertson has not been called to testify in the Charles Taylor war-crimes trial, but his
name has come up at the trial in the Hague.
The former Liberian president was asked if he had previously said that as Liberian president he could
count on getting U.S. government support through Robertson. Mr. Taylor replied he did not remember
the exact words, but he had said something to that effect about the American preacher.
After the testimony, several American bloggers on the Internet called for Robertson to be a co-defendant
in the trial.
Mr. Taylor has denied the war crimes charges against him. He is alleged to have received diamonds from
rebels in Sierra Leone in exchange for weapons in a conflict marked by limb amputations and the use of
child soldiers.
During Mr. Taylor's presidency and while fighting raged in neighboring Sierra Leone, Robertson was
awarded a gold-mining concession in southeastern Liberia. Researcher Rob Boston, from the group
Americans United for Separation of Church and State, has examined Robertson's activities in Africa. He
says he also believes bringing Robertson to the Hague could be useful.
"Pat Robertson claimed, for example, that he never met Charles Taylor," said Boston. "He claimed that
his dealings were with the country of Liberia, not with Charles Taylor, but lot of critics believed that
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really those two were synonymous and anything you did with Liberia, you were doing directly with
Charles Taylor. It would have been interesting to shed a little light on that arrangement that those two had
and see exactly what was going on there."
Mr. Taylor came to power after he led a rebellion in a civil war that also was marked by the use of child
soldiers.
Human-rights campaigners characterized his rule as being in charge of a government-wide mafia in
Liberia, all the while masterminding rebels in Sierra Leone, Guinea and Ivory Coast.
While rebels fought against Mr. Taylor in Liberia, Robertson condemned then U.S. President George W.
Bush for asking Taylor to step down. He said the U.S. government was, in his words, undermining a
Christian, Baptist president to bring in Muslim rebels.
A prosecutor at the war crimes trial said millions of dollars that Robertson spent on the mine had gone
directly into Mr. Taylor's pockets, a charge the former Liberian president denied.
In a presentation video on his Christian Broadcasting Network website, Robertson is asked about his links
with Mr. Taylor and Liberia.
"If your desire is to help the people of a country, it is necessary to work with the existing government,"
said Robertson. "In terms of Liberia, I was accused of being associated with Charles Taylor. I never met
Charles Taylor in my life. I have never met him once. I spoke to him once on the telephone, but he called
me, but I have never seen him in my life."
Robertson also received mining rights in the former Zaire in the 1990s to look for diamonds.
In a report in the Virginia Pilot newspaper in 1997, two pilots were quoted as saying Robertson used
planes owned by his tax-exempt humanitarian, Virginia-based organization "Operation Blessing," almost
exclusively to transport equipment for his mining interests in Africa, instead of bringing supplies to
refugees of Rwanda's genocide.
After an investigation that called for an indictment, then Virginia Attorney General Mark Early, a friend
and a recipient of Robertson's campaign contributions, decided not to indict the televangelist.
Activists alleged there had been a conflict of interest.
Chris Roslan, a spokesman for Robertson, responded to a VOA interview request with an e-mail saying
the allegations were fully investigated and the Virginia attorney general found there was no wrongdoing.
He also said Robertson's company, Freedom Gold, never found gold in Liberia.
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Charlestaylortrial.org
Monday, 9 August 2010

Daily Summary
Mia Farrow and Carole White Contradict Naomi Campbell’s Testimony
By Alpha Sesay
Two prosecution witnesses, who were called to testify about allegations that Charles Taylor gave rough
diamonds to supermodel Naomi Campbell during a visit to South Africa in 1997, have today contradicted
the account given by the supermodel in her testimony last week before the Special Court for Sierra Leone
judges in The Hague.
When prosecutors decided to reopen their case against Mr. Taylor, they submitted the names of three
witnesses – Ms. Campbell, Ms. Farrow, and Ms. White – to testify about the allegations surrounding the
receipt of diamonds from men believed to have been sent by Mr. Taylor after the former Liberian
president and all three ladies had attended a star-studded dinner that was hosted by Nelson Mandela in
South Africa in 1997.
Last week, Ms. Campbell testified about the events, telling the court that after the September 1997 dinner,
she was sleeping when two men woke her up and gave her a pouch with only the words “a gift for you.”
When she opened the pouch the next morning, it contained “dirty-looking stones” and upon sharing the
information with Ms. Farrow and Ms. White, one of them suggested that the diamonds must have come
from Mr. Taylor. Today, Ms. Farrow and Ms. White took the witness stand to testify about the same
incident.
First to testify today was Ms. Farrow, who contradicted Ms. Campbell’s account about how Mr. Taylor
became associated with the diamond gift. According to Ms. Farrow, it was Ms. Campbell who had
informed her that Mr. Taylor sent men to deliver the diamonds to her. Ms. Campbell was excited, Ms.
Farrow testified today.
“She [Ms. Campbell] said at night, some men had knocked at her door and there were two men that were
sent by Charles Taylor and they had given her a huge diamond and that she was going to donate it to Mr.
Mandela’s charity,” Ms. Farrow told the court.
“As I recall it, she was quite excited,” she added.
When asked by prosecutors whether Ms. Campbell had shown her the diamond, Ms. Farrow said, “No,
she did not.”
When asked again a direct question as to whether she was the one who had told Ms. Campbell that the
diamonds must have been from Mr. Taylor, Ms. Farrow said, “Absolutely not…Naomi Campbell said that
diamonds were from Charles Taylor.”
Under cross-examination, defense lawyers tried to establish that Ms. Farrow had difficulty recollecting
different things, that her testimony did not only contradict that of Ms. Campbell but also contradicts the
statements made by Ms. White to prosecutors, and that as an activist involved in issues relating to Africa,
such as Darfur, she had a motive of working against African leaders she perceived to be oppressing their
people.
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Defense counsel for Mr. Taylor, Morris Anyah, in cross-examining Ms. Farrow pointed out that while
she was testifying that the gift given to Ms. Campbell was a “huge diamond,” Ms. Campbell herself who
received the said gift had testified that there were “two to three small dirty-looking stones,” and that Ms.
White in her statement to prosecutors had said there were about five pieces of diamonds.
In her response to these points, Ms. Farrow said, “I didn’t see the diamond or diamonds, I can only tell
you what Naomi Campbell said.”
Mr. Anyah also read a BBC Africa news article that quoted Mr. Jeremy Ractcliffe, the former head of the
Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund to whom Ms. Campbell had handed the diamonds, stating “three small
uncut diamonds were given to me by Naomi Campbell.”
“Three persons referring to diamonds in the plural…they were small in size,” Mr. Anyah told Ms. Farrow.
“Do you stand by your recollection that what you heard Naomi Campbell say was that this was a huge
size diamond?” Mr. Anyah asked Ms. Farrow.
“That is what I recall. The other persons saw the diamonds…I can only recall what Ms. Campbell said,”
Ms. Farrow responded.
“What Naomi Campbell said that morning, to the best of my recollection, she said a large diamond,” she
added.
Ms. Farrow insisted, “I swear to this Bible as I have, before this court and beyond that that is what Naomi
Campbell told me. I stand by my recollection.”
Mr. Anyah also pointed out a prior statement made on ABC News in which Ms. Farrow had urged Ms.
Campbell to cooperate with the Special Court on this particular issue with the words, “Step up and do
your part. I am eager to see the people of Sierra Leone and Liberia see justice. They need that.”
Mr. Anyah also referenced Ms. Farrow’s personal blog (www.miafarrow.org) where there are postings in
which Ms. Farrow expresses personal views on the prosecution of African Heads of States who commit
crimes against their own people.
As Ms. Farrow concluded her testimony, Ms. Campbell’s former agent Mr. White commenced her
evidence during which she not only contradicted Ms. Campbell’s account, but also contradicted several
portions of Ms. Farrow’s testimony.
According to Ms. White, while they were all having dinner at Mr. Mandela’s residence in September
1997, Mr. Taylor and Ms. Campbell “were being charming to each other…mildly flirting…they were just
being affable.”
“Naomi I think was flirting with him [Taylor] and he was flirting back…they were enjoying each other’s
company,” she said.
Ms. White told the court that during the said company between Mr. Taylor and Ms. Campbell, the
supermodel informed her (White) with excitement that Mr. Taylor had promised to send her diamonds.
“Naomi was very excited and said ,’Oh he is going to give me some diamonds’,” Ms. White said.
Ms. White also explained how Mr. Taylor and Ms. Campbell discussed that two men would enter the
guesthouse with the diamonds and hand them over to Ms. Campbell. At night, she said that herself and
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Ms. Campbell were anxiously waiting for the two men to show up with the diamonds, but when they
waited longer than expected, they decided to go to bed.
According to Ms. White, when the men eventually arrived, she was the one who first woke up to receive
them before she woke Ms. Campbell up.
“[I] heard some clinking noises on my window…I opened the window and there were two guys standing
on the ground…’we [the two men] have something for Ms. Campbell’…and I told them to wait. I went to
Ms. Campbell’s room and told her that the men were here,” she explained.
When the men came into the house, Ms. White said, “they took out a scruffy piece of paper and gave it to
Ms. Campbell…she opened it and showed them to me. They were quite disappointing because they were
not shiny.”
Contrary to Ms. Campbell’s testimony that there were three pieces of diamonds in the pouch and Ms.
Farrow’s account that she had been informed of a “huge diamond,” Ms. White told the court that she
believed there were five to six pieces of diamonds in the piece of paper.
Under cross-examination by lead counsel for Mr. Taylor, Courtenay Griffiths, he pointed out that Ms.
White had a breach of contract lawsuit against Ms. Campbell and she wanted to use this story to destroy
her (Ms. Campbell).
“You have a very powerful motive for lying about Ms. Campbell,” Mr. Griffiths put to Ms. White.
“I suggest…that you don’t come to this court with clean hands…your motive for lying…is to provide
yourself with ammunition for use against her in the lawsuit,” Mr. Griffiths said.
Ms. White responded that this was not the case and that the issue of blood diamonds had nothing to do
with a civil matter that she had to settle in court with Ms. Campbell.
Ms. White was also confronted with materials printed from the social networking site Facebook under the
page of one Annie Wilshaw, who is an employee of Ms. White’s modeling agency. On this Facebook
page, Ms. Wilshaw displayed photographs of a party that was hosted by Ms. White on the Thursday that
Mr. Campbell testified and then titled the pictures “blood diamond night.” Subsequent comments which
followed the photograph included “this is a big inconvenience for me” (a line stated by Ms. Campbell in
her testimony). It was followed by “it will be when Carole arrives at The Hague and ruins your tale on
Monday.”
Ms. White responded that the pictures were from a party to open a new modeling house, and she was not
aware that her employees had made such comments about the event.
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Star Radio (Liberia)
Monday, 9 August 2010
At Taylor’s trial: Naomi’s former agent gives contrasting statement
Written by Matthias Daffah (External)

Naomi Campbell’s former agent Carole White has told the court in The Hague Ex- President Charles
Taylor gave the Supermodel diamonds after a 1997 dinner in South Africa.
Carole White explained Mr Taylor had promised the model the diamonds during the meal.
This latest account contradicts evidence given by Miss Campbell, who said unidentified men gave her
some dirty stones.
Prosecutors claim Mr Taylor traded with rebels in Sierra Leone, giving them weapons in return for
diamonds.
According to Miss White, Mr Taylor and Miss Campbell had been "mildly engaging” with each other at
the 1997 dinner in South Africa, hosted by former President Nelson Mandela .
She told the hearing, Mr. Taylor had promised the supermodel he would send some men to give her
diamonds.
Miss White testified that Miss Campbell was "very excited" about the diamonds.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
9 August 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia
UNMIL
Liberian Security Must Earn Trust Of Liberians, Says UN Deputy Envoy Soumaré
[Public Agenda, In Profile Daily, Liberian Express, Heritage, The Informer, Front Page Africa]
•
•
•
•
•
•

UN Deputy Envoy Moustapha Soumaré says Liberia’s security services must earn the trust and respect of
all Liberians if the Liberian National Police (LNP) is to remain the vanguard of basic security for local
communities.
Mr. Soumaré made the statement when he handed over a newly constructed Police Headquarters and a
barracks in Barclayville, Grand Kru County to the LNP to enhance its activities.
The top UN diplomat also handed over another Police barracks in Harper, Maryland County.
“I encourage the LNP both here in Barclayville, and throughout Liberia, to serve with professionalism, act
without impunity and remain true to the fair and non-arbitrary application of the law,” said Mr. Soumaré.
German Ambassador accredited to Liberia Herbert Staudt assured the audience that his Government will
continue to support the LNP to strengthen its capacity to serve Liberians.
Deputy Police Inspector General for Operations Al Karlay who represented LNP Inspector-General Marc
Amblard thanked the UN and the German and Norwegian Governments for making these projects a reality.

Liberia Launches National Strategic Framework on HIV/AIDS
[New Democrat, Public Agenda, In Profile Daily, Liberia Express, The Monitor, Heritage, The Informer]
•
•
•
•
•
•

The National AIDS Commission of Liberia Thursday, August 5, launched the National HIV/AIDS Strategic
Framework 2010-2014 at the Monrovia City Hall.
The National Strategic Framework was launched on behalf of President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, who is also
the Chair of the National AIDS Commission, by Dr. Edward McClain, Minister of State for Presidential
Affairs.
The National HIV/AIDS Strategic Framework 2010-2014 will provide a framework for efforts aimed at
preventing the spread of HIV and mitigating its impact on society.
The two main goals of the five-year National Strategic Framework include: containing HIV prevalence
among the general population to below 1.5 percent by 2014, and mitigating the impact of the epidemic on
the health and well-being of persons infected and affected by HIV.
Speaking on behalf of the UN Family, Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Rule of
Law, Ms. Henrietta Mensa-Bonsu said “the prevalence of HIV in Liberia may be low.
“I restate the UN system’s commitment to supporting the National AIDS Commission’s goal of ‘Zero
Discrimination, Zero new HIV infections and Zero AIDS related deaths’ in Liberia,” Ms. Mensa-Bonsu
added.

Liberian Judiciary Strategic Plan Finalized
[In Profile Daily, Daily Observer, The Informer]
•
•

A one-day working session bringing together representatives of the Justice Ministry and Judiciary, has
approved the Strategic Plan for the Judicial Branch.
This Strategic Planning workshop validated decisions reached at a four-day planning meeting held in Accra,
Ghana in October 2008 seeking to assist the Judiciary in its post-conflict reform efforts to enable it to better
play its role in maintaining peace and stability in Liberia.

•
•
•
•
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Addressing participants at the validation workshop at the Temple of Justice, the Deputy Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for the Rule of Law, Ms. Henrietta Mensa-Bonsu challenged them
to demonstrate courage.
In charting the way forward, “rules, processes and procedures that seemed to be the very essence of the
judicial system may have to give way to new ones that serve the ends of justice more, in these fast-paced
days when delay can be costly in material and even human terms,” Ms. Mensa-Bonsu said.
Chief Justice Johnnie N. Lewis thanked participants for attending the workshop and expressed optimism
that the successful conclusion of the planning process would enable the Judiciary to move forward with
well-crafted implementation plans.
The United Nations Mission in Liberia and the United Nations Development Programme Liberia Office
provided technical and financial support to the validation workshop.

New UNMIL Sector ‘A’ Chief Resumes Duty - As Brigadier General Awala Turns over Authority
[The Informer]
•
•
•
•

A new commander of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) Sector ‘A’ Nigerian Contingent has
officially taken over last Friday at the headquarters of the Sector in Camp Abuja on Star Base, Bushrod
Island.
During the brief ceremony, Brigadier General Ebiobowei Bonna Awala handed over the command of the
contingent to his successor, Brigadier General Salihu Zaway Uba after diligently serving his tour of duty.
Brigadier General Uba, a Nigerian, born on 25 Mar 1959 started his career in the military in 1979 as a
Nigerian Army graduate of the Nigerian Defense Academy.
Brigadier General Awala, who has over 30 years of experience in the military, took over from Brigadier
General Ezekiel Olifinmuagun more than a year ago to begin his duties, building on the foundation laid by
his predecessors in ensuring peace and stability in Liberia.

Other UN News
UNDP Ends Training for 116 Corrections Officers
[The News, The Inquirer]
•
•
•
•
•
•

One hundred and sixteen corrections officers have ended a one-week in-service training in Kakata, Margibi
County.
The training was organized by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in collaboration with
the Justice Ministry.
The training drew participants from five countries including Grand Cape Mount, Montserrado, Gbarpolu and
Bomi.
The training which was sponsored by the UN Peace Building Fund, focused on operative security,
grievance procedure, environmental protection sensitivity, international policy, trauma treatment in prison,
gender-based disabilities, ethics and professionalism, among others.
UNDP Rule of Law Programme Manager James Verdier noted that at the end of the training, UNDP will do
a spot evaluation on the level of impact the training has had.
He then asked the participants put into practice what they have learned.

UN Official Lauds Launch of Women Radio in Liberia
[The New Republic]
•
•
•
•
•

The Regional Programme Director of the United Nations Fund for Women (UNIFEM), Dr. Josephine Odera
has expressed hope that the launch of the Liberia Women Democracy Radio (LWDR) will educate and
inform the public on issues that confront women.
Dr. Odera hoped the station will impact the attitude of the public when it comes to gender issues and other
opportunities for women.
The UNIFEM official thanked President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf for strongly supporting the fight against the
abuse of women’s rights.
LWDR’s station manager Tetee Karneh said the station was purposely setup to champion the cause of
women.
She said it will be used as the voice of women against issues that confront them as it will also advance the
ability of female journalists and their leadership in the Liberian media landscape.
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Local News on Liberian issues
Firestone, Maryland Land Dispute Resolved
[Public Agenda, Heritage, The Analyst, Front Page Africa]
•
•
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Friday, August 6, signed the first of 11 public land deeds, ending years of
suspension she imposed shortly after assuming office in 2006.
President Sirleaf imposed the suspension due to malpractice and other fraudulent activities associated with
the sale and acquisition of public land in the country.
The deed signed by the President involves more than eight decades of a disputed 320 acres of land
between the Firestone Plantations Company and residents of Gedetabo in Maryland County.
The Chairman of the Land Commission, Dr. Othello Brandy said the land was a tribal reserve for the people
of the area following a concession agreement Firestone signed with the Government of Liberia in 1926.
Dr. Brandy said that as a result of the intervention by the Land Commission, the age-old dispute between
Firestone and the people of Gedetabo has been amicably resolved.

President Sirleaf Hosts Women Retreat
[National Chronicle, The Inquirer, The News, The Analyst]
•
•
•

A one-day women retreat has taken place in Paynesville with President Ellen Johnson challenging Liberian
women to assume leadership role at all levels.
The President said she will support women who are competing with men and taking up various elective
positions at various levels including leadership role in politics.
The Liberian leader noted that it would be difficult for Liberian women to make impact in competitive
leadership positions if they have not practiced at the entry level of national leadership, practically at the
local levels.
The workshop indentified gains and challenges of women leadership.

•
.
Naomi Campbell’s Ex-agent and Actress Mia Farrow Testify in Charles Taylor’s War Crimes Trial Today
[New Democrat, Liberian Express, The Monitor]
•
•
•
•
•

Testimony given by British Supermodel Naomi Campbell to former president Charles Taylor war crimes trial
comes under scrutiny today.
Her ex-agent Carole White and Hollywood Actress Mia Farrow will give evidence as the prosecution seeks
to link Mr. Taylor to the so-called blood diamonds.
The former Liberian president is accused of war crimes he allegedly committed during Serra Leone’s civil
war including the use of diamonds to support rebels.
Ms. Campbell testified that she received “dirty-looking stones” after a dinner which Mr. Taylor attended in
1997 in South Africa.
According to her she was given the stones by two unidentified men and had no knowledge of who was the
ultimate donor.

Bong Superintendent Restitutes US$10,000 CDF
[In Profile Daily, Front Page Africa, Liberia Journal]
•
•
•

Bong County Superintendent Ranney Jackson has restituted the US$10,000 he was alleged to have used
from the County Development Fund (CDF).
In a letter addressed to President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, dated 3 August 2010, Superintendent Jackson
informed the President that he has restituted the money as requested by her during the lifting of his
suspension.
According to the letter, Mr. Jackson acknowledged that had he known the CDF could not be used to defray
for travel and incidental expenditures for local authorities, he would not have approved the voucher for the
payment.

PUL Refuses Call to Revoke New Democrat’s Award
[The Analyst, The Inquirer, The News]
•
•

The Press Union of Liberia (PUL) has rejected calls for the revocation of the “Best Newspaper” award from
the New Democrat newspaper by the Minister of Information, Cletus Sieh.
Although the PUL has rejected the call, it has fined the paper USD$250 for publishing in its 5 August 2010
edition a nude photograph of British supermodel Naomi Campbell.
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•

The Union said it did not handpick the paper, but it was voted through a survey conducted in the public
and is therefore persuaded that the newspaper merited the price for its outstanding performance in 2009.

Twenty Female Journalists Undergo Training
[The Monitor, The Inquirer, The New Republic]
•
•
•

The Centre for Media Studies and Peace Building will today begin a three-week computer internet
journalism training for female journalists in Liberia.
The training which seeks to improve the capacity of the journalists is in line with changing trend of
technology.
More than 20 female media practitioners are taking part.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
NEC Certificates River Gee By-election Winner
• The National Elections Commission (NEC) Saturday certificated the winner of the just ended River Gee
District Number 3 run off by-election, Christian Chea.
• The certificate signifies that Mr. Chea is now the representative of the district to fill the vacancy caused by
the death of Albert Toe.
• Mr. Chea of the ruling Unity Party won 64% of the votes over his rival Philbert Toe of the Congress for
Democratic Change (CDC).
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Circuit Courts Open Today for August Term of Court
• Circuit Courts throughout the country will today open for the August Term of Court.
• The courts will have opening ceremonies at their respective facilities to be attended by lawyers and the
public.
• Criminal courts of the First Judicial Circuit will jointly open with their respective judges presiding.
• The judges are assigned by law by the Chief Justice at the end of every term of court.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Naomi Campbell’s Ex-agent and Actress Mia Farrow Testify in Charles Taylor’s War Crimes Trial Today
Twenty Female Journalists Undergo Training
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)
President Sirleaf Hosts Women Retreat
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Justice Ministry Introduces Parole System
• The Justice Ministry says it will shortly begin the implementation of the parole system.
• Parole is a system in which convicted criminals with alleged crimes and good behavior can be put out of jail
and integrated in the society.
• Such person is placed under the supervision of judicial officers to do community work.
• Justice Minister Christiana Tah said the system has been in existence for over 50 years, but has not been
implemented by past governments.
• According to her the parole system also reduces over crowdedness of prison facilities.
• Meanwhile, the Justice Ministry will today launch a one-year training program for probation officers in
Liberia.
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
PUL Refuses Call to Revoke New Democrat’s Award
Former Information Minister Wants Liberians to Contribute to Renewal Processes
• Former Information Minister Dr. Laurence Bropleh said Liberians are regaining confidence that their country
is reaching its post war status.
• Speaking at the induction ceremony of the Kwakamo Development Association in Monrovia, Dr. Bropleh
said Liberians must also work together for the transformation of Liberia which he said is liberally diverse.
• He said conflict is part of human essence but noted that Liberians must unite and fight the challenges of
sectionalism, greed and blackmail.
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•

Dr. Bropleh urged Liberians to contribute to ongoing renewal processes in the country while speaking on
the topic “unity in diversity”.
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Man “Disappears” From Sick Bed
• A 73-year-old man has mysteriously disappeared in Timu District, River Cess County.
• The man went missing last Monday after he awoke from his sick bed and ran with excessive speed into the
bush.
• According to witnesses, the man, while running, took off his shirt and ascended from the ground before he
vanished from their sight.
• They said this is the second time the man has disappeared in same manner in District Number Three,
Grand Bassa County.

International Clip on Liberia
Farrow: Campbell said diamond was from Taylor
CNN
Actress Mia Farrow testified Monday that supermodel Naomi Campbell named Charles Taylor as the person who
presented her with a diamond. Farrow was testifying at the war crimes trial of Taylor, the former president of Liberia
who prosecutors allege funded a brutal civil war in Sierra Leone using blood diamonds. A so-called blood diamond
is mined in war zones and used to fund rebels and warlords. The stones have fueled bloody conflicts in Africa for
more than a decade. Farrow's testimony at the United Nations-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone contradicted
that of Campbell, who took the stand last week. During her appearance, Campbell said she didn't know who sent
her stones, which were delivered to her room in Pretoria, South Africa late at night. But Farrow told prosecutors:
"She said that in the night she had been awakened. Some men were knocking at her door. They were sent by
Charles Taylor and they had given her a huge diamond." Both Farrow and Campbell were guests at a dinner hosted
by Nelson Mandela in 1997, which Taylor also attended. The next morning, Campbell told the tribunal, she shared
the story of receiving stones with her then-agent, Carole White, and Farrow.

International Clips on West Africa
Guinea
Guinea: Run-off vote delay raises fear
www.africanews.com
Guineans have waited over a month for the second round of their first free election since independence, raising
fears among observers that this delay could upset a fragile transition. Monday is when Interim leader General
Sekouba Konate will announce the date, ending a tense deadlock in the West African nation over the timing of the
second round, which by law should have taken place on Wednesday. "The date of the second round of the Guinean
presidential election will be known on Monday," chief presidency official Tibou Kamara told AFP on Saturday. A first
round election on 27 June was hailed as peaceful, but accusations of voting irregularities led to official results being
announced three weeks later, and no date has yet been fixed for the run-off. This week presidents Blaise
Compaore of Burkina Faso and Senegal's Abdoulaye Wade paid separate visits to Guinea to urge politicians to
come to an agreement on a date for the second round. Compaore, the main mediator in Guinea's recent political
crises, said he hopes the poll takes place "as soon as possible" while Wade compared the process to "climbing a
mountain."
Hyperdynamics to Launch 3-D Seismic Survey Offshore Guinea
http://newsblaze.com/story/2010080903010600021.pnw/topstory.html
Hyperdynamics Corporation celebrated the launching last week from the Port of Conakry - Guinea's capital - of the
seismic vessel Ramform Challenger, which is scheduled to shoot the 3-D seismic program on the Company's oil
and gas exploration concession area. The Republic of Guinea's Prime Minister, Jean-Marie Dore; Minister of
Transportation Gen. Mathurin Bangoura; Vice Minister of Mines and Geology Aboubacar Koly Kourouma; and
approximately 200 other members of the Guinean government, diplomatic corps and visitors attended the send-off
ceremony as the vessel was preparing to deploy offshore to begin conducting this week a 3,635-square-kilometer
3-D seismic survey for Hyperdynamics.
Ivory Coast
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Cote d'Ivoire: Gbagbo rejects pressure on African nations for elections
Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo on Saturday lashed out at major world powers for putting pressure on African
countries to organise elections. 'On the issue of elections, I say to many of our friends that nobody can be more
concerned than the Ivorians themselves. There are some who act as if they were more interested than us in the
elections in Cote d'Ivoire. I do not understand... So, it is our business, not theirs,' he said in a speech at the
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of independence of the West African country. The Ivorian president,
however, noted that there had been a delay in holding elections in the world's biggest cocoa producing nation. The
often postponed elections are now scheduled for 31 October, 2010.

Sierra Leone
16 dead in S Leone mudslide
AFP
Sixteen people died in Sierra Leone's capital Freetown Monday in a mudslide following recent torrential rains, police
said. Police spokesperson Superintendent Ibrahim Samura said: "Sixteen people died as a result of the mudslide....
We had to cordon off the area as it is feared that other houses are showing signs of collapsing." The mudslide in
the east of Freetown occurred at around 04:00 GMT.
****
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Second conviction of Rwandan officials in relation to Kabuye hill
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) this week entered a second conviction in relation
to massacres committed at Kabuye hill, Butare Prefecture (South Rwanda), after finding guilty former
Rwandan Deputy Governor, Dominique Ntawukulilyayo, of genocide and sentenced him to 25 years in
jail.
The first conviction in relation to Kabuye hill, which is close to Burundian border, was meted out last year
against Callixte Kalimanzira, former senior government official, who was sentenced to 30 years
imprisonment for genocide and direct incitement to commit genocide.
According to witnesses before the ICTR, some refugees from Burundi participated into the massacre
together with Interahamwe militiamen, gendarmeries and other soldiers.
Ntawukulilyayo was convicted of genocide for transporting soldiers on April 23, 1994 to Kabuye hill,
who joined other assailants in killing of Tutsis who had sought refuge at the area.
The Chamber found that between April 20 and 23, 1994, thousands of Tutsis fled attacks in their localities
and sought refuge at Gisagara market. On April 23, 1994, Ntawukulilyayo came at the market together
with Kalimanzira and promised the refugees that they would be fed and protected at Kabuye hill,
prompting them to go there.
Ntawukulilyayo was arrested in France in 2007. He was transferred to the ICTR for trial on June 5, 2008.
He was defended by Maroufa Diabira of Mauritania, as lead counsel and Dorothée Le Fraper du Helen of
France, as co-counsel.
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