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Daily Summary
As Defense Lawyers Conclude His Direct Examination, Issa Sesay Says He Has Nothing To Gain In
Testifying For Charles Taylor
By Alpha Sesay
Defense lawyers today concluded the direct examination of the convicted former interim
leader of the Sierra Leonean rebel group, which Charles Taylor is accused of providing
support for. As he made his last statement in direct examination today, the witness told the
court that he has nothing to gain in testifying for Mr. Taylor.
Issa Hassan Sesay is the former interim leader of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF)
rebel group, the group responsible for the commission of heinous crimes against the civilian
population of Sierra Leone during the country’s 11 year conflict. Prosecutors say that Mr.
Taylor is responsible for the crimes committed by the RUF in Sierra Leone, an allegation
that Mr. Taylor has denied. Mr. Sesay has already been convicted by the Special Court for
Sierra Leone after a trial in Freetown and is currently serving a 52 year jail sentence in
Rwanda. Mr. Sesay has taken time off his jail sentence in Rwanda to testify for Mr. Taylor in
The Hague. His direct examination, which has lasted for about three weeks, concluded
today.
As he concluded the direct examination of Mr. Sesay, lead defense lawyer for Mr. Taylor,
Courtenay Griffiths, asked the witness whether he has anything to gain by coming to The
Hague to testify for Mr. Taylor.
“I don’t have anything to gain,” Mr. Sesay told the court.
“My decision to come here is because I was sitting in my detention and listening to the
radio and hearing people say lies about me just because I disarmed the RUF, so I decided
to come here and testify. I have nothing to gain,” he added.
Before the conclusion of his direct examination, Mr. Sesay refuted allegations that when
rebel forces entered Sierra Leone’s capital Freetown in January 1999, RUF commander Sam
Bockarie was taking instructions from Mr. Taylor’s Director of Special Security Services,
Benjamin Yeaten, and was sending those instructions to the rebel forces in Freetown.
When asked whether Mr. Yeaten had given any orders to Mr. Bockarie during this period,
Mr. Sesay said, “I have never heard about that, about Benjamin Yeaten’s involvement in
the January invasion of [19]99. It is only in this court that I have heard this. Even in my
trial, I did not hear this,” Mr. Sesay told the court.
Immediately after the conclusion of his direct examination, prosecutors commenced the
cross-examination of Mr. Sesay. Prosecution counsel conducting Mr. Sesay’s crossexamination, Nicholas Koumjian, immediately went to the testimony that Mr. Sesay gave as
a witness in his own defense during his trial before the Special Court for Sierra Leone in
Freetown. Mr. Koumjian focused on the arms and ammunition that were bought and used
by the RUF to attack the diamond rich town of Kono in December 1998.

12

The issue of who provided arms for the December 1998 attack on Kono has been widely
discussed in this trial. According to prosecution witnesses, with Mr. Taylor’s assistance, RUF
rebels travelled to Burkina Faso, where they obtained the arms and ammunition needed for
the attack. The aircraft that transported the arms and ammunition for the mission landed at
Roberts International Airport (RIA) in Liberia before they were transported to Sierra Leone.
A particular RUF member, who claimed to have been involved in transporting these
materials from Burkina Faso, testified for the prosecution in 2008 and told the court that
they met with Mr. Taylor at his Executive Mansion in Liberia. During this meeting, they
discussed the operation to obtain the arms in Burkian Faso.
Mr. Sesay in his testimony this month has told the court that these pieces of evidence are
false. According to Mr. Sesay, the arms and ammunition used for the attack on Kono were
purchased from United Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia (ULIMO) rebels in
Lofa County, Liberia.
However, under cross-examination today, Mr. Koumjian pointed out that Mr. Sesay’s
account in his testimony for Mr. Taylor differs from what he said when he testified on behalf
of himself before the Special Court for Sierra Leone in Freetown in 2007. During his 2007
trial, Mr. Sesay gave testimony that supported the evidence of prosecution witnesses. In
2007, he testified that the ammunition used for the attack on Kono was obtained from
Burkina Faso by Mr. Bockarie. When confronted with the contradiction, Mr. Sesay said that
at the time he testified on behalf himself in 2007, he could not recall all these issues. He
has only now been able to recall what happened, he said. Mr. Koumjian put to him that he
was lying because he wanted to protect Mr. Taylor.
“Because you yourself testified in 2007…that the ammunition came from Burkina Faso and
you are lying to this Trial Chamber about it, trying to protect Charles Taylor for his
responsibility for the terrible things that happened in 1998 and 1999 in Sierra Leone, isn’t
that true…you testified under oath in 2007 the ammunition came from Burkina Faso. That
was the truth. Were you telling the truth in 2007 or were you lying?” Mr. Koumjian asked
Mr. Sesay.
“I said when after I had testified, when I was reading the transcript, I realized that the
account I had given was not the right account,” Mr. Sesay responded.
Earlier this morning, there was an event in court that threatened the progress of the trial.
In an unusual outburst, Mr. Griffiths hit his table several times, shouted at Mr. Koumjian to
take his seat, and referred to him (Koumjian) as a boy. When the judges asked Mr. Griffiths
to apologize for his actions, he apologized to the bench but said he was not going to
apologize to Mr. Koumjian. After conferring with each other, the judges ordered that Mr.
Griffiths would not be given anymore audience in the court if he did not apologize for his
actions. Mr. Griffiths accepted the sanction of the judges and left the courtroom. When
court resumed after a short break, Mr. Griffiths apologized to Mr. Koumjian, thus giving
way for a continuation of the proceedings.
Mr. Sesay’s cross-examination continues on Friday.
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BBC Online
Thursday, 12 August 2010

Charles Taylor's lawyer silenced in war crimes court

Mr Griffiths referred to one member of the
prosecuting team as a boy.

The lawyer of Liberian ex-leader Charles Taylor was temporarily
banned from speaking at his war crimes trial after a row with a
prosecutor.
The judge sanctioned Courtenay Griffiths after he lost his temper in
an argument and referred to one prosecution lawyer as a boy.
Mr Griffiths later apologised and was allowed to resume speaking.
Mr Taylor faces 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity. He denies the charges.
He was arrested in 2006 and his trial opened in 2007.
The former warlord is accused of arming Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels during
the 1991-2002 conflict - a charge he denies.
Mr Griffiths recently cross-examined the model Naomi Campbell, her former agent Carole White and
actress Mia Farrow, who all gave testimony at the trial over "blood diamonds" Mr Taylor allegedly gave
to Ms Campbell as a gift.
Prosecutors say that from his seat of power in Liberia, Mr Taylor also trained and commanded the rebels
who murdered, raped and maimed Sierra Leone civilians, frequently hacking off their hands and legs.
The Sierra Leone war became notorious for the widespread use of child soldiers.
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Daily Observer (Liberia)
Friday, 13 August 2010

Taylor's Lawyer Silenced in War Crimes Court
The lawyer of former president Charles Taylor was temporarily banned from
speaking at his war crimes trial after a row with a prosecutor.
The judge sanctioned Courtenay Griffiths after he lost his temper in an argument
and referred to one prosecution lawyer as a boy.
Mr. Griffiths later apologized and was allowed to resume speaking.
Mr. Taylor faces 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity. He denies
the charges.
He was arrested in 2006 and his trial opened in 2007.
The former warlord is accused of arming Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) rebels during the 1991-2002 conflict - a charge he denies.
Mr. Griffiths recently cross-examined the model Naomi Campbell, her former agent
Carole White and actress Mia Farrow, who all gave testimony at the trial over "blood
diamonds" Mr. Taylor allegedly gave to Ms Campbell as a gift.
Prosecutors say that from his seat of power in Liberia, Mr Taylor also trained and
commanded the rebels who murdered, raped and maimed Sierra Leone civilians,
frequently hacking off their hands and legs.
The Sierra Leone war became notorious for the widespread use of child soldiers.
Meanwhile, supermodel Naomi Campbell has denied giving false testimony at the
war crimes trial of Mr. Taylor, insisting she had no motive and would gain nothing
from lying. She made the denial in a statement released in London on Tuesday.
The British model defended her testimony after her former agent Carole White and
US actress Mia Farrow both told judges this week that Campbell had accepted a gift
of diamonds from Taylor and boasted about it the next day.
Farrow said Campbell had named former Liberian president Taylor as the man who
sent her a “huge diamond.”
This contradicted Campbell's testimony Thursday at the Special Court for Sierra
Leone in The Hague, in which the model said she was not certain about the identity
of the person who sent her a parcel of gems.
In her statement on Tuesday, the 40-year-old model did however concede that she
had slipped up when she told judges during her testimony that coming to court was
a big inconvenience.
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And she added: “I am a black woman who has and will always support good
causes especially relating to Africa.”
According to White, the supermodel's agent at the time, Campbell and Taylor had
flirted throughout a charity dinner hosted by South Africa's then president Nelson
Mandela in Pretoria in September 1997.
At one point, she told me: 'he is going to give me some diamonds”, White said in
her testimony on Monday. “She was very excited.”
Defending Taylor, lawyer Courtenay Griffiths on Tuesday branded White's account a
“complete pack of lies.”
“You've made it up to assist in your lawsuit (for breach of contract) against Ms
Campbell. Bluntly, for you this is all about money.”
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San Francisco Chronicle
Thursday, 12 August 2010
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/blogs/djsaunders/detail?entry_id=69964

Blood diamonds, Naomi Campbell and your tax dollars
A few more tidbits on today's column on the U. N. Special Court for Sierra Leone.

AFP, Getty Images
Naomi Campbell is no doubt shocked at
U.N.'s excessive spending

The budget for the International Criminal Court is $102 million. The jail that holds
defendants is known as the "Hague Hilton."
"Our message was let's not make a big deal about this. It's not a lot of money. It's
part of keeping the detainees happy or, I don't know the word -- managing -- the
detainees." -- Cecilia Nilsson, who heads the legal section for the Coalition for the
International Criminal Court.
"I'm not here to judge whether a person is worse than another. We have an
obligation to show the world what is good management. Why would you want to
sentence the children not to see their own parent?" -- International Criminal Court
director of court services, Marc Dubuisson.
And you, American taxpayer, are funding this, although the State Department still
hasn't gotten back to me on the size of the U.S. contribution to the trial. Be
assured, however that the -- all bow -- International Community in The Hague
wants to keep the detainees happy and money is no object.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
12 August 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Local News on Liberian issues
Government Establishes National Commission on Delimitation of Maritime Boundaries
[Heritage, In Profile Daily]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A National Commission on the Delimitation of Liberia’s Maritime boundaries has been established.
The Commission was established by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, in keeping with Articles 76 and 83 of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
Article 76 provides for the delimitation of the outer continental shelf based on the physical characteristics of
the seabed while Article 83 provides that the delimitation of the continental shelf between States with
opposite or adjacent coasts shall be effected by agreement on the basis of international law.
An Executive Mansion release says the Commission would be responsible to guide the process by which
Liberia extends its maritime borders beyond the 200 miles economic zone, thus facilitating oil exploration
activities.
Government ministries and agencies serving on the Commission are the ministries of Foreign Affairs;
Lands, Mines and Energy; National Defense; Agriculture; Justice; and Transport.
Others include the ministries of Planning and Economic Affairs; and State for Presidential Affairs.
The rest are National Oil Company of Liberia; Bureau of Maritime Affairs and the Environmental Protection
Agency.

National Bureau of Concessions’ Bill Hits National Legislature
[Heritage]
•
•
•
•
•

Reports say an Act, which seeks to create the National Bureau of Concessions, will duplicate part of the
functions of the Department of Concession at the Finance Ministry, National Investment Commission and
the Public Procurement and Concession Commission (PPCC) when enacted into law.
The Act was sent to the Legislature by the Executive Mansion for enactment into law in keeping with the
Liberian Constitution.
On Tuesday, the Act was introduced on the floor of the House of Representatives for passage into law.
Following the introduction of the Act, the plenary of the House, sent the document its Judiciary, Contracts
and Monopoly and Investment and Concession Committees for scrutiny and report to it in one week.
According to the Act, the principal purposes of the proposed National Bureau of Concessions are to monitor
and evaluate compliance with concession agreements in collaboration with concession entities; provide
technical assistance to concession entities and other organs of government involved with the
implementation of the concessions in compliance with the PPCC Act.

Ex-Nigerian Presidential Confidant Links President Sirleaf
[The Analyst]
•
•
•
•

A former spokesman of ex-Nigerian president Olusegun Obasanjo has broken silence over what led to the
departure and arrest of former Liberian president Charles Taylor.
In a detailed article titled “Charles Taylor: A man betrayed”, Chief Femi Fani-Kayode blamed President
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and former US president George Bush for betraying Mr. Taylor.
According to him, President Sirleaf was the real traitor of Mr. Taylor after she decided to violate the asylum
deal that took the ex-Liberian President to Nigeria.
The former Nigerian presidential spokesman said President Sirleaf’s decision to request the return of Mr.
Taylor to Liberia in 2006 was the betrayal of the century.
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•
•
•

Chief Fani-Kayode said amidst the pressure, President Obasanjo only made a mistake to drop Mr.
Taylor to a border point where he was arrested and transferred to Liberia.
The article by Chief Fani-Kayode comes seven years after the resignation of the former Liberian leader who
is standing war crimes trial in The Hague.
Meanwhile, Presidential press secretary Cyrus Badio says the Liberian presidency would not comment on
the article because of the ongoing trial of Charles Taylor.

To Defeat President Sirleaf, Eight Parties Sign Joint Communiqué Saturday
[Heritage, National Chronicle, The News]
•
•

•

A consortium of eight registered political parties will Saturday 14 August 2010 sign a joint communiqué to
set the stage for an agreement leading to the formation of an electoral alliance for the 2011 Presidential
and General Elections.
According to a formal communication, the parties signing the joint communiqué are: the grand old True
Whig Party, National Democratic Party of Liberia, National Patriotic Party, Liberian National Union, National
Reformation Party, Congress for Democratic Change, National Vision Party of Liberia and the Progressive
Democratic Party.
The communiqué, the communication revealed, will be signed by the leaders of the parties at the Monrovia
City Hall.

Rocky Hill Residents Remain Defiant
[The Analyst]
•
•
•
•
•
•

Residents of the Rocky Hill Community near the Ducor Palace Hotel say they will not comply with
government’s order to vacate the area.
The chairman of the community said they would leave the area only upon the orders of a court of
competent jurisdiction.
Mr. Andrew Ngolloe maintained they are not illegal occupants as alleged by the Executive Mansion.
Presidential press secretary Cyrus Badio Monday urged the residents to accept government’s relocation
package as a full scale renovation of the hotel was pending.
The package includes acquiring land in the Caldwell area for what the Executive Mansion considers a
reasonable price.
But Mr. Ngolloe says they will not accept any package, saying it is only the court that can determine the real
owner of the areas in question.

Anti-torture Bill Submitted to Legislature
[National Chronicle, The News]
•
•
•
•
•

A local group, Rescue Alternatives Liberia, has announced the submission of an anti-torture bill to the
National Legislature for enactment.
The group in a release said the submission of the bill is intended to “prohibit and prevent torture in Liberia”.
It said the bill further seeks to render the acts of torture a crime and prescribe punishment for perpetrators.
The group’s executive director Jarwlee Geegbe said the bill is in line with the Liberian Constitution and the
UN Convention against Torture and other cruel crimes.
The bill is titled “An Act to Prohibit and Prevent Torture and Ill-treatment in Liberia”.

USAID Donates IT Equipment to MCC
[Daily Observer, New Democrat]
•
•
•
•
•
•

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) will today Thursday handover IT
equipment to the Monrovia City Corporation (MCC).
The donation is aimed at increasing government revenues and ensuring the efficient and timely payment of
taxes due the Corporation.
It is also aimed at establishing adequate, transparent and accountable financial systems and train
personnel to manage and operate those financial systems.
The USAID donation includes a server, eleven computers, five small printers, UPS/surge protectors and a
multi-purpose fax/printer/copier machine.
Also in the package is a QuickBooks accounting software package, which ensures accurate and reliable
recording of financial transactions and generates reports of said transaction.
IBI Representative Michel Jacob said USAID’s donation is a manifestation of partnership, which helps to
further strengthen ties that bind the two countries and peoples.
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Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
President Sirleaf Submits African Youth Charter for Ratification
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has submitted to the National Legislature for ratification the African Youth
Charter (AYC).
• The Executive Mansion release said the Charter outlines the rights, duties and responsibilities of African
youths and member states of the African Union (AU).
• It also establishes the foundation upon which policy programmes and actions for youth development can be
built.
• AYC aims at preserving basic youth rights including the right to development, privacy and protection of
family, property and freedom of expression.
• It also highlights the importance of ensuring youth empowerment in key strategic areas where youths have
traditionally being marginalized.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Maryland Lawmaker Describes Government Officials as Gangsters
• A Maryland County Representative has described government officials found in the business of awarding
less beneficial contracts in concession areas as gangsters.
• Representative Bhofal Chambers said it was counterproductive for government officials to approve
concession deals not in the interest of the people.
• He made the statement while again condemning the contract that led to the takeover of the Decoris oil palm
by the Ivorian agro company, SIFCA.
• According to Representative Chambers, it was unacceptable for some government officials to be involved
in corrupt practice in the awarding of contracts.
• The ruling Unity Party lawmaker did not identify any of the officials he considered as criminals.
• But his statement comes nine days after he put a halt to the operations of the SIFCA contract in Maryland
claiming the US$60 million investment capital of SIFCA is too low compared to the US$127 million being
offered by the group, BSP.
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Anti-torture Bill Submitted to Legislature
Rocky Hill Residents Remain Defiant
Former LTA’s Boss Economic Sabotage Case Begins Today
• The economic sabotage case involving the former head of the Liberia Telecommunications Authority (LTA),
Albert Bropleh is expected to begin today in Bomi County.
th
• Criminal Court “C” transferred the case to the 11 Judicial Circuit in Tubmanburg during the May Term of
Court.
• The defense at the time claimed that publications libeling Mr. Bropleh “thief and criminal” prior to his
judgment were major reasons for the transfer request.
• The court ruled in line with the defense’s claim that says local prejudices would have worked against its
client if tried in Monrovia.
• The state in 2009 charged Mr. Bropleh for the misused of public properties, theft and illegal disbursement
and expenditure of public funds.
Ex-Nigerian Presidential Confidant Links President Sirleaf
Progress Reported on Fishtown-Pleebo Highway
• Progress has been reported on critical spots on the Fishtown-Pleebo highway, making it accessible to fourwheel drive jeeps and other smaller vehicles.
• A Lebanese company, SSF Enterprise Construction is rehabilitating the 105 kilometers road which was
impassable in recent times.
• SSF’s road supervisor Brown Amoah said most of the critically damaged areas on the road have been
tackled.
• Mr. Amoah explained, potholes were filled with stones and compacted with granites.
• Meanwhile residents in the area have expressed mixed reactions to the rehabilitation of the road.
• Some hailed the progress, recalling, the road was impassable in June this year, while others claimed the
road was being rehabilitated because of the President’s pending visit.
• The residents also called on government to ensure the road is regularly maintained after the President’s
visit.
Construction of Nursing Quarters Starts in Rivercess
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•
•
•
•
•

Rivercess County Health Team says it has begun constructing nursing quarters at two health centers in
the county.
The county’s health officer Byron Zahnwea said the projects are intended to address the problem of
accommodation health workers are facing in the county.
Mr. Zahnwea said the nursing quarters are being constructed at Gbadiah Town Health Center and the
Timbo Civil Compound Clinic.
He said some of the materials for the projects have been procured and on standby to be transported to the
project sites.
The Rivercess County health officer also said construction work on the two health centers are at roof level
and would be completed this year.

LIPA Starts Capacity Building Workshop
• The Liberia Institute of Public Administration (LIPA) has begun a week-long workshop for 18 Human
Development Resource Directors on performance-based capacity building.
• A LIPA release said the course is sponsored by USAID-funded Forecast Liberia Project.
• According to the release, the week-long workshop is intended to improve civil service performance for
efficient and effective service delivery.
• Speaking at the start of the workshop, the Chief of Party of the Forecast Liberia Project praised LIPA for its
role in training Liberians for efficient service delivery.
• Ms. Rebecca Cusic said her organization would continue to strengthen LIPA to enable it offer more training
programmes in monitoring and evaluation.
• LIPA’s director general Harold Monger said performance remains one of the challenges in government.

Ex-President Taylor Spends Seventh Year in Exile Today
• Former Liberian president Charles Taylor is today spending his seventh year in exile since he resigned and
departed the country under pressure.
• African leaders including Mozambique’s President Joachim Chissano, South Africa’s Thabo Mbeki and
Nigeria’s Olusegun Obasanjo accompanied Mr. Taylor.
• Mr. Taylor sought refuge in the Nigerian resort city of Calabar where he remained until he was turned over
to international security forces.
• Prior to his leaving the Liberian presidency, Mr. Taylor left behind a memorable statement that: “God willing
I would be back”.
• Supporters of Mr. Taylor believe he surrendered power to his successor Moses Blah due to pressure from
then US president, George Bush.
• Though the former Liberian leader accepted to leave, he demanded that peacekeepers arrive on Liberian
soil to avert what he called total destruction.

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)
Government Establishes National Commission on Delimitation of Maritime Boundaries
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
International Clips on Liberia
Will Charles Taylor end up in a British jail?
www.bbc.co.uk
The war crimes trial of the former Liberian President, Charles Taylor, has hit the headlines in the UK after the
dramatic evidence of supermodel Naomi Campbell and her former agent, Carole White. If convicted, Mr Taylor will
serve his sentence in a British jail. Why is this and where might he be housed? In the spring of 2006, Charles
Taylor's luck finally ran out. The one-time president of Liberia was handed over to Irish soldiers representing the
United Nations and found himself in custody for the first time. In June that year, the UK government offered to
house Mr Taylor in a British jail if he was convicted by a UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone. A special Act of
Parliament, the International Tribunals (Sierra Leone) Act 2007, had to be passed. But it was not the first time the
UK had made such an offer - if he had been convicted, the former President of Yugoslavia, Slobodan Milosevic,
would have been housed in a British jail. But Milosevic died in 2006, while on trial at The Hague. Mr Taylor, 62, is
also on trial in the Netherlands, where the Special Court for Sierra Leone moved because of fears it would renew
instability in that volatile region of West Africa.
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George Weah gets educated in quest for election
AP
The photos of George Weah's soccer past are rapidly disappearing from the walls of his seaside villa, replaced by
mementos of academic achievement and pictures of the Liberian goal-scoring great with political figures. Weah,
FIFA's Player of the Year in 1995, went into politics in 2005 and ran for president of his native country that year.
Although he beat 21 other candidates to win the vote in the first round, he lost to eventual president Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf in the second round. Many believe his lack of formal education was the reason for the defeat, and Weah
appears determined not to let that undermine his chances in the 2011 election. "These are ever-since pictures," the
43-year-old Weah said in an interview with The Associated Press in the Monrovia suburb of Paynesville. "I am now
in my senior year and by God's help I am graduating from college next July." Weah received a high school diploma
in 2007, and said he has since been studying business administration at DeVry University, an American for-profit
school that Weah says he attended in Miami. He denied his desire for more education was based on his hope of
becoming president, insisting he wants "to improve my potential and because I think it is the right thing to do." Born
and raised in a Monrovia slum, Weah was a star striker for AC Milan and won FIFA's top award while at the Italian
club. He also played for Monaco, Paris Saint-Germain, Marseille, Chelsea and Manchester City before going into
politics in a country founded and colonized by freed American slaves and nearly torn apart by civil wars started by
former president Charles Taylor.
Liberia's inquiry into a carbon offsetting deal is a vital step forward
www.guardian.co.uk
You report that "a British company's proposal to rent out one-fifth of Liberia's forests for carbon offsetting could
have bankrupted the impoverished west African state" (UK firm's carbon offset deal 'could have bankrupted Liberia',
24 July). While this was certainly accurate reporting, it also missed a vital point – that this marks a vital step forward
for Liberia. The article outlined an investigation into the proposal to manage Liberia's forests for carbon offsetting.
But "if Liberia's forests had failed to deliver the full estimated number of carbon credits … it could have been liable
to make up the difference to a maximum of $2.2bn". Liberia's GDP last year was around $1.6bn. Such a story could
lead one to worry that Liberia is not ready to benefit from international finance in return for improving the
management of its forests. But actually, it demonstrates quite the reverse. The article, which reports that the
government has launched an inquiry into the deal, shows that Liberia is prepared to address potential corruption
and ensure that investment in the country is for the benefit of its people rather than a few individual interests.
Naomi is good for copy but not for justice
www.ft.com
If Hague prosecutors hoped Naomi Campbell would provide a smoking gun to convict former Liberian president
Charles Taylor of war crimes, the events of the past week will have left them sorely disappointed. Behind the
copious smoke produced by the contradictory evidence of the supermodel, her ex-agent Carole White and Mia
Farrow at the Sierra Leone Special Court, there is precious little fire. Yes, Ms Campbell remembered getting a bag
of diamonds from two strange men in the middle of the night after a party thrown by Nelson Mandela, at which Mr
Taylor was present. But she did not name the West African leader. The other two women insist it was Mr Taylor
who gave her the diamonds, but only because they said Ms Campbell told them so. The fact that each woman
named a different number of diamonds in the gift must have made prosecutors wince. Taking a step back from the
celebrity-induced media frenzy over the contradictory accounts, it needs to be remembered why the supermodel
was testifying. Mr Taylor is accused of masterminding atrocities in neighbouring Sierra Leone through proxy rebels,
to get his hands on the country’s diamonds, a charge he denies. Ms Campbell was supposed to provide proof he
had the diamonds and had brought them to South Africa to buy weapons. But the contradictions in the evidence of
these witnesses have done little to further this point.

International Clips on West Africa
Guinea
Ramadan fasting begins Wednesday in Guinea
PANA
Muslims in Guinea began the month-long Ramadan fasting on Wednesday after Dr. Moutapha Koutoubou Sano,
Secretary-General for Religious Affairs, informed the faithful in a televised speech Tuesday evening of the sitting of
the crescent moon. Dr. Koutoubou urged Muslims 'to scrupulously respect' the rules enacted during the holy month
to avoid sins and called on them to say more prayers for peaceful elections in Guinea. Meanwhile, prices of all
primary foodstuffs have gone up in price.
POSCO ICT embarks on water infrastructure project in Guinea
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www.steelorbis.com
South Korean steelmaker POSCO has announced that its subsidiary POSCO ICT has embarked on a project that
will establish a monitoring system for water supply surveillance, control equipment and drainage networks in the
major cities of Guinea, West Africa, namely Mongomo, Ebebiyin and Evinayong. Infrastructure including power lines
will be used to control sewage inflow. A broad closed-circuit television network will be set up for the project, which
will help maintain equipment preservation and prevent water leakage. POSCO ICT expects the project to contribute
to supplying better quality water to locals through improved quality control in supplied water and drainage on a realtime basis, as well as helping preparation for possible natural disasters, such as floods by controlling sewage
inflow. The company has been performing well in its business, winning a number of domestic bids in South Korea.
Sierra Leone
U.S. Coast Guard, Sierra Leone Law Enforcement Complete Joint-Maritime Exercise
www.africom.mil
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Mohawk (WMEC 913), in partnership with a Sierra Leone Law Enforcement Detachment
(LEDET), completed their African Maritime Law Enforcement Partnership (AMLEP) operations August 7, 2010.
AMLEP is designed to build partner nation maritime security capacity and improve management of the maritime
environment through combined law enforcement operations. During this most recent phase of operations, AMLEP
supported a seven-man Sierra Leone LEDET including four naval officers, two police officers and a civilian fisheries
officer attached to the police. During Mohawk's three-week patrol in the territorial waters and exclusive economic
zone (EEZ) of Sierra Leone, Mohawk and the embarked LEDET conducted boardings of vessels suspected of illicit
maritime activity. During their deployment Mohawk and the embarked LEDET found no violations.
Sierra Leone group wants Campbell diamonds back
AFP
Sierra Leone's human rights body on Thursday urged the government and the special court in The Hague to
"retrieve the blood diamonds" that Naomi Campbell was given by war crimes accused Charles Taylor. "We have
urged both parties to contact the South African government for the diamonds to be handed over to Sierra Leone,"
human rights commissioner Yasmin Jusu-Sheriff told journalists. The British supermodel testified a week ago that
she received a late-night gift of "dirty-looking stones" after a dinner in South Africa in 1997, and that "assumed" the
gift came from then Liberian president Charles Taylor. She gave the stones to Jeremy Ratcliffe, then director of the
Nelson Mandela Children's Fund. He held on to them, before handing the three small uncut diamonds on Friday to
South African police. "We want the gems to be handed over so that we can sell them and the money put into the
country's War Victims Fund," Jusu-Sheriff said. "At present there is some 44,000 US dollars (34,000 euro) in the
fund's kitty," too little to help the victims of the 1991-2001 civil war in which 120,000 were killed and thousands
raped and maimed, she added.
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Liberia: Turning old bullets into art
By Kimberly S. Johnson
Enterprising artist makes art out of munitions from Liberia's civil war.

Kimberly S. Johnson
Caption: Benjamin Somah takes a file and smooths
the edges of a miniature palm tree made from a bullet
casing at the worktable in front of his Monrovia home
in Liberia. (Tamika D. Payne/GlobalPost)

MONROVIA, Liberia — In the aftermath of Liberia’s civil war, Benjamin Somah stumbled upon a way
to turn the violence into art.
Walking through the streets of this war-torn capital city, Somah came across bullet casings big and small
from the fighting that raged for years.
The enterprising craftsman collected the spent bullets and began crafting them into figurines. He is
dedicated himself to creating art that promotes the message that something good can come from the
violence and pain that his country endured for more than 20 years.
“I just wanted to transform some of the materials from the war into something peaceful,” said Somah, 51,
who calls himself a bullet designer. “I wanted to create something people haven it seen before, especially
something from the war.”
The small metal sculptures include maps of Africa and Liberia, a peace boat, a palm tree, a church and
one with a woman carrying a baby on her back. He also molds crosses of varying designs and a nativity
scene complete with a baby Jesus in the manger.
The large crosses are made from .75-caliber bullet shells, the trees from .60-caliber. The smaller figurines
are made from AK-47 shells.
Liberia’s civil war began in the late 1980s and continued until a peace treaty was signed in 1995. But that
peace agreement quickly fell apart and the war continued until 2003, when Charles Taylor stepped down
as president.
That fragile peace held through a transitional period and in 2005 elections were held. Ellen JohnsonSirleaf won the presidential race and was sworn into office in 2006.
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Taylor is now on trial at The Hague for war crimes and atrocities committed during neighboring Sierra
Leone’s civil war. He is charged with having financially backed the rebels in Sierra Leone.
The United Nations peacekeeping presence remains strong in Liberia with 15,000 troops still present in a
country with a population of 3.9 million.
Between 200,000 and 250,000 people were killed during the Liberian war, where much of the fighting
took place in the capital city of Monrovia.
After the war, empty shells were easy to find strewn about the capital city's streets. Somah said most of
the shells were given away to scrappers.
“Perhaps they made more bullets. But I used it as a souvenir and as a remembrance to the war,” he said.
By now it’s getting harder to find shells. Somah recognizes that’s a good thing for Liberia and its effort to
move beyond the war. But he needs the bullet casings for his work and he continues to hunt for them. He
gets shells from scrap haulers and often people living in rural areas send him bullets they find.
He turns the bullets into small metal sculptures. Prices range from $2 for a small figurine to about $30 for
the large nativity scene. Somah said he makes a decent living selling to tourists and often ships large
orders off to church or charity groups in the United States and Europe.
Somah began making crosses from bullets in 2003, when members of a Lutheran church — run by
German expatriates — taught a group of Liberians how to make crosses out of the fired shells.
There were orders for hundreds of crosses for church groups in Europe and the United States, Somah said.
Over time, the other carvers lost interest, or found other jobs. Somah, instead, branched out and began
making other designs.
“This is my job, it’s what I use to sustain myself and family and build my house,” said the father of eight.
Somah uses a set of worn hand tools to first flatten the bullet casings and ultimately cut the shells into the
desired shape. Using an old brake drum as a base, Somah etches out the pattern using a lead pencil. Then
he uses a small hand tool to cut around the etchings and finishes them off with a file.
“People said I’m very creative with the patience I exhibit," he said. “It might take me an hour to fix one.”
Somah said he’s been recognized by government officials and once displayed his figurines at an event
attended by the president of Liberia.
“Some people laugh, but they don’t know the importance of these things,” he said. “They don’t know I’m
creating something that is historical.”
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Yasmin Jusu-Sheriff wants 'Campbell diamonds' back to Sierra Leone

A human rights group in Sierra Leone has entered the fray in the war crimes trial of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor in the Hague the Netherlands. The commissioner of the West African nation's
human rights body Ms. Yasmin Jusu- Sheriff told the AFP that her organization is asking the Koroma
Administration and the Special Court for Sierra Leone to "retrieve the blood diamonds" that British
model Ms. Naomi Campbell received from defendant Charles Taylor.
The Sierra Leonean human rights official said they wanted the precious stones to be handed over in order
for them to be sold and proceeds placed into the country's War Victims Fund to assist victims.
The British model Ms. Campbell's testimony has now taken center stage as a result of reports that she
received diamonds from Mr. Taylor during a visit to South Africa in 1997. She testified a week ago and
admitted that she received a late night visit from some men who gave her "dirty looking stones" as a gift
but stopped short of admitting that she knew that they were from ex-Liberian President Charles Taylor
who was a co-guest at a dinner hosted by former South African President Nelson Madiba Mandela in
1997.
According to Ms. Campbell she turned over the stones to the then Executive Director of the Nelson
Mandela Children's Foundation one Jeremy Ratcliffe who kept the "stones claiming that he did so to
"protect" Ms. Campbell.
Mr. Ratcliffe only last week turned over the “uncut stones" to South African police after testimony
indicated he was the recipient of the gems. American actress Mia Farrow and former agent of Ms.
Campbell Carole White in their testimony later contradicted Ms. Campbell saying Ms. Campbell
mentioned to them that the 'gist' was from Mr. Taylor.
Sierra Leone’s War Victims Fund, according to Ms. Jusu-Sheriff, has only $44,000. She termed this
amount as too little to help the tens of thousands of victims who were raped, maimed and killed during
the country's decade long war.
The Sierra Leone human rights commissioner disclosed that letters have been sent to model Ms
Campbell and actress Mia Farrow requesting each to make donations to the war victims' fund which was
set up in 2009. Contributions to the fund so far have come from ordinary Sierra Leonean and the
Government.
Ex-Liberian President Charles Taylor is facing numerous indictments over alleged war crimes, support
and providing materiel to rebels in Sierra Leone. He has fiercely denied all charges.
There is no indication that the judges of the Special Court for Sierra Leone will at this time order the
return of the 'blood diamonds" to Sierra Leone since the stones are considered as "evidence". The
Prosecution has been trying to link Charles Taylor to the "blood diamonds" which they allege he
obtained in exchange for arms to support the Sierra Leonean rebels in their murderous campaign.
Meantime, Mr. Taylor is spending his seventh year in exile. Under considerable pressure from the
international community and advancing rebels at the time, Mr. Taylor resigned as President of Liberia on
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August 11, 2003, handed power over to his then Vice President Moses Blah and departed for exile in
Nigeria.
In March, 2006, it was disclosed that the new Liberian government ushered in after elections had quietly
asked Nigeria to extradite Mr. Taylor.
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf confirmed the request for the extradition of Mr. Taylor at a briefing just
before a meeting in New York before the UN Security Council.
"I asked the African Union leadership to bring the Taylor issue to closure" she said at the time.
On March 29, 2006, Mr. Taylor was arrested by Nigerian security while he was attempting to cross the
border into Cameroon. He had vanished after Nigeria had reluctantly agreed to transfer him to the
Special Court for Sierra Leone. Nigeria was also under heavy pressure from the international community
to hand over Mr. Taylor to the face prosecution.
At the time, Taylor's spiritual adviser, one Kilari Anand Paul told the AP that Taylor told him in a phone
call from jail that Nigerian security forces had encouraged him to flee, and that he felt betrayed by then
Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo.
A former spokesman of ex-Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo one Chief Femi Fani-Kayode in an
article published during the week insisted ex-Nigerian President Obasanjo should not be blamed for
Taylor’s arrest.
On April 3, 2006, Mr. Taylor was arraigned before judges of the Special Court for Sierra Leone and
firmly told the court "I did not and could not have committed these acts."
The court accepted this statement as his plea of "not guilty".
On July, 24, 2009, Mr. Taylor took the witness stand in his own defense, 18 months after his trial started
in the Hague, the Netherlands. The trial was moved to the Hague in an effort to spare another
"conflagration" in the West African sub-region where it is believed Mr. Taylor still has supporters who
are against his trial and may want to cause more trouble.
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Who really controls Africa’s ‘blood-diamond’ trade?
By Abayomi Azikiwe, Editor, Pan-African News Wire
Corporate media coverage in early August of British model Naomi Campbell’s testimony at the Special
War Crimes Court on Sierra Leone doesn’t provide a clue to the background of this trial against former
Liberian President Charles Taylor.
The ongoing tribunal, which is taking place in The Hague, Netherlands, charges Taylor with utilizing
diamonds to fund the Revolutionary United Front, a rebel group in Sierra Leone. Campbell’s testimony
centered around whether or not she had received diamonds from Taylor during a 1997 visit to the
Republic of South Africa to support the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund.
Yet the questions asked of Campbell, who was forced into testifying, and the content of her testimony
revealed nothing about the origins of the political crises in Liberia and Sierra Leone — or of the historic
role of the United States, Britain and other imperialist states that have used their influence to control the
marketing and distribution of African diamonds.
This sensational angle in Taylor’s trial also conceals what was really at stake during the Liberian civil
war. During the late 1990s South African President Nelson Mandela helped negotiate a settlement to the
Liberian conflict resulting in internationally supervised elections.
In the aftermath of a tumultuous civil war which lasted for seven years, Taylor overwhelmingly won the
1997 elections, gaining recognition by both the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity
(later the African Union). He survived another seven years amid attempts by armed opposition groups to
topple his regime.
In 2003 after the intervention of U.S. troops in Liberia, Taylor was convinced to go into exile in Nigeria.
He was later handed over to the International Criminal Court in the Netherlands for prosecution, where he
has remained for the last six years.
Neither Taylor nor Campbell has ever had any influence in the international diamond trade. Liberia is a
major producer of diamonds, but the mining and marketing of these gems are not controlled by the
government or anyone else on the African continent. This lack of control of the national economies of
both Sierra Leone and Liberia can be traced back to the late 18th and early 19th centuries when Britain
and the United States established these areas as colonial outposts under the guise of providing a homeland
for former enslaved Africans from the British and U.S.-controlled territories in the Western hemisphere.
British, U.S. domination over Sierra Leone, Liberia
When Lord Mansfield held that a slave owner could not remove Africans from England by force in 1772,
opponents of the Atlantic slave trade interpreted the ruling as an act of emancipation for those held
captive in Britain.
Later, during the U.S. revolutionary war, British colonialists promised Africans who sided with them
against the soon-to-be U.S. ruling class that they would be liberated from slavery when the war ended.
Many of the formerly enslaved Africans emigrated to England and Nova Scotia, Canada.
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London grew into a center for African groups during the 1780s, some of whom had arrived from the
Americas following the U.S. revolutionary war. Many British organizations, including religious groups,
felt that the solution to the emergence of an unassimilated race in Britain was to establish a “Christianoriented” settlement in West Africa that would fall under the direct control of British finance capital and
influential churches.
In 1787 approximately 400 Africans departed from England to establish a new society built on land
ostensibly purchased from an African monarch in the region now known as Sierra Leone. During its early
years the country was ruled by the British-owned Sierra Leone Company.
Soon after 1787 many Africans who had settled in Nova Scotia and had failed to obtain the land promised
by the British, decided to repatriate to Sierra Leone.
Thomas Peters, who had formerly been enslaved in the United States, led 1,200 free Africans from Nova
Scotia, Canada. These repatriots played an instrumental role in the founding of Freetown. Eight years
later, hundreds of Africans from Jamaica who had rebelled against British slavery, commonly referred to
as “Maroons,” joined the resettled Africans residing in Freetown.
After the British abolished slavery in 1807, the population of repatriates grew to more than 70,000 in
Sierra Leone. Several years later the experiment in resettlement began in neighboring Liberia.
Like Sierra Leone, Liberia grew out of the willingness of some enslaved Africans to return to the land of
their ancestors, as well as the desire of the European settlers in the U.S. to rid the country of free Africans
and establish an outpost for trade in West Africa. The settlements began in 1821 through the American
Colonization Society.
In 1847 Liberia was recognized by the United States as an independent republic. Nonetheless, the country
has remained under U.S. influence from its founding to the present.
Despite the development of trade in palm oil, sugar, coffee and molasses, the European colonial powers
who controlled the neighboring territories blocked any commerce between Liberia and the bordering
nations. Faced with an economic blockade by colonial powers, the Liberian government was forced to
accept a 100,000 pound sterling loan from the British at a very unfavorable rate in 1871.
By the early 20th century, Liberia had received less than one-third of the loan and was so far in debt that it
sought to arrange a bailout. In 1912 a loan of $1.7 million was granted by a consortium headed by J.P.
Morgan, the National City Bank, First National Bank of New York and Kuhn Loeb & Co. Liberia’s
financial operations were, for all practical purposes, taken over by the United States in conjunction with
its consortium partners Britain, France and Germany.
After World War I began, the U.S. government appointed a receiver-general who assumed total control of
Liberia’s national treasury. The most significant extension of credit to Liberia took place in 1926 when
Firestone Rubber Corporation of America granted $5 million that was used to pay off the remaining loans
to the other financial institutions.
In more recent times, imperialist influence has continued over the Liberian economy through control of
the iron ore and diamond industries. During the 1960s iron ore deposits were estimated at 1 billion tons.
The exploitation of these resources was carried out by a consortium dominated by firms from Germany,
France, Italy and Belgium, with a substantial portion of the output going to the then-powerful Bethlehem
Steel Corporation based in the United States.
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Whose ‘blood diamonds’?
Several major diamond-producing firms operate inside Liberia. The largest trader is Hatton Diamonds,
which is part of the DeBeers Central Selling Organization. This firm has controlled the diamond market in
Liberia for many decades and has run the government’s industry office.
DeBeers was formed by British settler-colonialist Cecil Rhodes in 1870 and taken over in 1926 by white
South African mine owner Ernest Oppenheimer, who migrated from Germany.
One other major player in the Liberian diamond industry is the Antwerp Company, based in Belgium. The
role of Belgium as a diamond-marketing base can be traced back to the 16th century when Antwerp was a
center for the emerging mercantile and capitalist classes.
Liberia’s diamond industry has never been under the control of its people. Of course, this fact of history
will not be brought into the current trial of Charles Taylor.
Neither will the fact that the U.S. administration under George W. Bush played an instrumental role in
overthrowing Taylor through the Guinea-based Liberians United for Reconciliation and Development
rebel group, which received arms and training from Washington.
One major criticism of the Taylor trial and other efforts to bring African leaders before the International
Criminal Court — such as Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-Bashir — is that the court has focused
exclusively on leaders from the continent and has ignored the most devastating war crimes committed by
the U.S. ruling class and other Western imperialist states.
The occupations of Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan, the ongoing U.S. support for the state of Israel and its
occupation over the Palestinians, as well as the imperialist role in the deaths of 4 million to 6 million
people in the Democratic Republic of Congo, have not been addressed by the ICC or the U.N. Special
Courts, such as the one prosecuting Taylor. It is these crimes — committed by Western imperialist states
— that are being covered up in the Taylor trial.
Anti-imperialist forces in the U.S. must recognize that the ICC is not concerned with ending war crimes.
Despite the role of Charles Taylor, the Revolutionary United Front in Sierra Leone and other puppet
dictators in Africa, the underlying forces that drove their actions can be traced backed to the continued
desire on the part of imperialism to dominate the resources and labor of the African continent.
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Why don't I get offered 'dirty stones'?

I know diamonds are a girl's best friend, but I do think the exception is when it comes from a guerrillafighting warlord.
When I first heard about how a few strangers just rocked up at supermodel Naomi Campbell's hotel and
handed her "dirty stones", I got to wondering why things like that never happen to me.
The most I've ever received from a stranger was a dirty look. I guess you could say that it was priceless.
But never have I been offered precious stones on a whim. Not that I'm into diamonds, I think they're
overrated, but I must admit that it is the thought that counts.
Although, if they were brought to me by strange men who arrived at my doorstep at an ungodly hour, I
wouldn't answer the door.
My mother always told me that only disrespectful boys or friends visited late at night. Those who had
something to hide - such as a wife and three kids - were generally the ones who lurked around after
sociable hours.
And if they did visit at an appropriate time, it was absolutely rude to just park outside and hoot. They
would have to ring the doorbell, show their faces and introduce themselves properly.
I think this was all just a ploy to grab a mental picture of the boy, just in case they needed to help compile
an identikit if I did not make it back home.
If the visitors didn't comply, they were probably just bad news. End of story.
Naomi obviously was not subjected to these house rules.
If she did, she would have known better than to entertain gift-bearing guests in the middle of the night.
The worst part, though, was that she was supposedly displeased by the gift because the stones were "not
shiny" enough. Then she had the gall to re-gift them.
After hearing about Naomi's misfortune, my friend Ruby became a bit frantic. She was in possession of
what she believed could very well be blood diamonds.
When I asked her why she thought so, she said she had been on a beach a few years back when she had
met a strange man with a foreign accent.
He was one of those hippie types wearing an open white linen shirt, matching pants and leather sandals.
He wanted her to always remember the day and gave her a few mementos, which she managed to hang |on
to.
They included sea shells, an empty tomato sauce wrapper, and a pouch of dirty, not shiny, stones.
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Ruby handed me the pouch of stones to examine.
"Oh my word, I'm going to jail, aren't I!" she exclaimed.
One look told me that they were, in fact, just dirty, not shiny, beach stones. But I let her sweat it out and
told her she should go to the nearest police station as soon as possible and hand herself in. I convinced her
that the war crimes tribunal would go easy on her if she co-operated and showed remorse.
I later let her off the hook, but that's my friend Ruby. I expected a bit more from Naomi "I have legs up to
my eyeballs" Campbell.
Did she perhaps think it was local custom for warlords to woo a lady by presenting her with a few
worthless pebbles? Come on, Naomi. This is not rocket science.
Now she's claiming innocence.
She said she didn't know who Charles Taylor was until she Googled him recently. Why did none of her
friends tell her who she was flirting with?
That kind of thing would never happen in my circle of friends. |We may not be able to predict if he is
going to be a heartbreaker, and admittedly we have been known to be blindsided by a few characters. Yet
we're pretty connected when it comes to things such as unpaid |traffic fines, uncovering hidden family
secrets, and crimes against humanity.
We would be able to wire that information to the person in question before the flirting was through, never
mind the first date.
Girlfriends network: the most effective source of access to information since the beginning of time.
Even if she didn't have friends good enough to warn her, she should have known what she was getting
into. There is certainly enough reading material - or documentaries for those who don't know what to do
with paper covered in words - to know what a blood diamond is, and where Liberia is situated.
Pity the supermodel couldn't squeeze in enough time for research on either, between beating up her
assistants and police officers. So if they were to lock her up, throw away the key, and make her bunk with
someone called Helga, I would have no sympathy.
But Naomi may just be lucky enough to walk away from this one, despite her appalling general
knowledge. And hopefully she would have learnt at least two things from the ordeal: diamonds are
forever. And so is a criminal record.
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Mandela fund looks into diamonds saga
MANDY ROSSOUW | JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA

The Nelson Mandela Children's Fund will call its former chief executive, Jeremy Ractliffe, to a meeting
next week to explain why he did not disclose that British supermodel Naomi Campbell had handed him
three uncut diamonds.
Ractliffe admitted to receiving the diamonds from Campbell shortly after she was given them by former
Liberian president Charles Taylor, during a visit to former president Nelson Mandela in South Africa in
1997.
Ractliffe, who resigned in 1999 as chief executive of the fund, remains a trustee.
"There will be due processes where the trustees will meet and he [Ractliffe] can make a formal
submission," said Oupa Ngwenya, the fund's spokesperson.
Taylor is on trial at the International Criminal Court in The Hague for alleged war crimes, funded by the
illegal diamond trade, during Sierra Leone's civil war.
According to Campbell, Taylor gave her the diamonds while they were both staying at the presidential
guesthouse in Pretoria as Mandela's guests.
Splash treatment in the world's media
Actress Mia Farrow testified at The Hague that Graça Machel, who was at the time Madiba's fiancée,
warned Mandela about Taylor's presence at a function. Farrow told the court: "Ms Machel said something
to this effect: 'No, no, you don't want to be photographed with this man. This is the president of Liberia.
He is not supposed to be here'."
Campbell's testimony and Taylor's gift to her have been given splash treatment in the world's media.
But Ngwenya said it should not have a significant effect on the fund's ability to raise funds.

"Any organisation in this situation will be uncomfortable with its image exposed to risk in this way. But
our credibility is what has seen us through the years. There was the Ayob issue, but we got to the other
side," he said.
Ngwenya was referring to the court case involving Johannesburg lawyer Ismael Ayob, accused of
fraudulently using Mandela's name and signature to make money from the president's artworks. The
parties settled out of court, with Ayob repaying R800 000.
Ractliffe, now the head of JET Education Services, has said he handed the diamonds to the Hawks when
Campbell testified in The Hague last week.
The Hawks have sent them for authentication before deciding what action to take. In South Africa it is an
offence for an individual to be in possession of uncut diamonds.
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Kenya: Ocampo Flies out Violence Witnesses
Nairobi — THE International Criminal Court has begun flying out key witnesses who
will testify against five leaders suspected of involvement in the violence that
followed the December 2007 botched presidential election.
Two key witnesses along with their families left Kenya on Friday at midnight,
heading for undisclosed locations in Europe.
The ICC is making final touches on its evidence against five individuals, according to
informed sources.
The ICC investigators have been in Kenya for more than two months and after
interrogating the two witnesses found they had tangible evidence which qualified
them for protection. The two had also testified before the Waki Commission and the
Kenya National Commission on Human Rights.
The ICC Chief Prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo has promised that by December that
he will have a tight case against the suspects and it appears that investigations are
now in the final stages.
The two witnesses flown out on Friday are from the North Rift region and they were
accompanied by six members of their families. The two witnesses travellwed
separately and did not meet at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport although they
were there at the same time.
"It's true that I am going out but I do not know where I am heading to. It's in
connection with the poll violence," said one witness two hours before he left Kenya.
The second witness also confirmed that he was on the way to the airport.
The two are middle-aged and are said to have recorded crucial evidence concerning
the poll violence.
Six more witnesses are lined up to be flown out and their travel papers are being
processed for them, the Star has learned.
It has been widely rumoured that former Administration Police College Commandant
Oku Kaunya could also be a key ICC witness. He left Kenya, allegedly with the help
of the US Embassy, in April. The AP used their college for training officers assisting
in the December 2007 election.
The ICC investigators have interviewed most of the key witnesses who appeared
before the Waki Commission.
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They focused their probe on three areas involving five suspects. The probe
includes the Kiambaa Church arson in Eldoret, revenge killings in Naivasha and
police shootings in Eldoret, Kisumu and Nairobi.
The investigators made several secret visits to the Rift Valley and Nairobi to quiz
people with evidence on what happened including new witnesses who had not
testified before the Waki Commission and who are not known to government.
Sources indicated that the ICC had narrowed its probe to four top politicians and a
senior police officer who issued orders to his juniors during the poll violence. The
four politicians include two ministers in the government, one serving MP and a
former MP.
A member of civil society involved in protecting the witnesses confirmed the duo's
departure last Friday.
"None of us knows where the witnesses were taken to but I can confirm that they
went out," said the official.
The ICC took the opportunity to conduct further investigations while Kenyans were
distracted by the referendum concluded last week.
The ICC detectives interrogated at least 30 people who witnessed the post-election
violence or were aware of its planning. Most of them left their homes a month ago
after receiving threats soon after being questioned by the ICC.
"I am still in hiding because l am really scared. The four foreigners who interrogated
me said they were from the ICC and promised to get in touch which they have yet
to do," one witness said from a safe house in Nairobi.
Prosecutor Ocampo has promised to complete investigations by October.
He will then present his evidence to the pre-trial chamber and request the court to
issue warrants of arrest for the key suspects.
In March Ocampo told the pre-trial chamber of 20 people whom he said held the
most responsibility for the post-election violence.
Ocampo said the list he had received from Kofi Annan contained nearly 20 names
but he was unlikely to prosecute all of them. He said his intention was to prosecute
five or six people who had the greatest responsibility and use them to set an
example for the future.
In November 2009, Ocampo sought authorisation from the ICC pre-trial chamber to
investigate the violence in which more than 1,000 people were killed and over
300,000 forced to leave their homes. He indicated that the suspects included senior
leaders from both PNU and ODM.
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DRC: International justice denied?
GOMA, 12 August 2010 (IRIN) - On a typically busy morning in North Kivu’s capital
city Goma, nobody at the bank paid much attention to Bosco Ntaganda and his
bodyguards. It had been a hectic few days for the
rebel commander-turned-army general, who had
also attended meetings with the provincial
governor and the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC) President Joseph Kabila.
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Four years after the ICC first issued the warrant, Bosco
Ntaganda still lives openly in Goma (file photo)

Nothing unusual in that, except Ntaganda is a
wanted man, under indictment by the International
Criminal Court (ICC) for war crimes in the
northeastern Ituri region where Hague prosecutors
allege he played a senior role in the Union of
Congolese Patriots (UPC), a militia group accused
of human rights abuses, including ethnic
massacres, torture and rape.

But four years after the ICC first issued the warrant, Ntaganda still lives openly in
Goma. He has made peace with the government and serves in the army. His
continued freedom is bad news for a court struggling with recent judicial setbacks
and an increasingly sceptical DRC public.
“Bosco is a key challenge for the ICC in terms of credibility and how it is perceived,”
said Geraldine Mattioli Zeltner, advocacy director of the international justice
programme at Human Rights Watch (HRW). “Implementing that arrest warrant is a
key aspect of that credibility.”
The court has been knocked by developments in The Hague where the former UPC
leader, Thomas Lubanga, sits in a cell in the seaside resort of Scheveningen
contemplating his improving prospects for freedom.
After more than four years in custody and 18 months into his trial – the ICC’s first –
for recruiting child soldiers in Ituri, judges last month stopped the case for the
second time and ordered his release.
In a ruling on 8 July, they said a fair trial was impossible and criticized ICC
prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo for his “unequivocal refusal” to obey court orders
and disclose the identity of an intermediary working with investigators. The judges
ruled that Moreno-Ocampo had claimed a “separate authority which can defeat the
orders of the court ... a profound, unacceptable and unjustified intrusion into the
role of the judiciary.”
Intermediaries helped prosecutors with their investigations on the ground in DRC,
identifying leads and possible witnesses. Lubanga’s defence has alleged that some
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have paid off prosecution witnesses and coached them to lie.
Prosecutors deny defying the judges. They insist that staying the trial was a judicial
overreaction and say they cannot endanger the intermediary by disclosing his
identity before proper protective measures are put in place.
“[The office of the prosecutor] will show that the decision to stay proceedings in this
case was excessive and disproportionate,” reads the appeal. “The chamber had at
its disposal a range of alternative adequate remedies short of discontinuation of trial
proceedings, a measure that not only impacts on the rights of the prosecution but
also on those of victims and of the communities where the crimes have taken
place.”
An ICC spokesperson refused to comment further. Lubanga will remain in ICC
custody pending the outcome of the appeal.
Consequences
The trial was also stayed in 2008 when prosecutors failed to disclose key evidence
to the defence team. More delays, coupled with the possible release of Lubanga, are
prompting criticism. Georges Kapiamba, a lawyer and member of the Congolese
Coalition for the ICC, urged Moreno-Ocampo to reconsider his refusal to comply
with the judge’s orders.
“He should think about the consequences of maintaining his current position on the
credibility of the court,” said Kapiamba. “Congolese people are interpreting [the
staying of the trial] as willingness by the ICC to
make things unnecessarily long.”
While pointing out that delays are to be expected
with the court’s first trial and that the judicial
process can be lengthy, international analysts are
also concerned about the effects the high-profile
problems are having on the court’s reputation.
“Ultimately if we keep having delays ... it makes it
very difficult to promote the ICC,” said Lorraine
Photo: ICC-CPI/Hans Hordijk
Smith, the ICC programme manager at the
Thomas
Lubanga remains in ICC
International Bar Association. “It casts a shadow on
custody
pending
the outcome of the
people’s perception of the [court].”
appeal
There are also fears of misunderstandings. “The problem remains that this will be a
basis for Lubanga’s supporters to claim that he is innocent,” said HRW’s Mattioli.
Outreach needed
The survivors of the ethnic violence in Ituri, particularly those who have cooperated
with the ICC and now fear retribution, are among the most affected by the recent
developments.
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Carla Ferstman, director of Redress, a human rights group working with survivors
of war crimes in DRC, is concerned that ICC outreach teams are not doing more to
explain the situation.
“The court has been very quiet ... perhaps this is because of the ongoing appeals
process, but it is a shame there is so little coming from the court as it is important
for them to address the misinformation and manage expectations,” said Ferstman.
“If you think about it positively, the decision is a very strong sign of the
independence of the court, that the court is prepared to take a decision that is
procedurally right, but this will not make much difference to victims in DRC where
the decision is likely to confirm their worst feelings about a court that is not able to
address their concerns.”
It has been a turbulent few years for the ICC, the world’s first permanent war
crimes court, which came into being in 2002. With no police force of its own it relies
on ICC member states to make arrests. Seven suspects from Uganda and Sudan
remain at large, and in November 2009 judges refused to confirm the charges
against Darfur rebel leader Abu Garda, at the time the only ICC indictee to
surrender himself voluntarily.
Meanwhile, the trial of DRC’s former vice-president Jean-Pierre Bemba for crimes in
the Central African Republic has been postponed from July pending a defence
motion to suspend proceedings.
Pressure on “Terminator”
The arrest of Ntaganda – known as the Terminator from his time in Ituri – would
give the ICC a welcome public relations boost in its fight against impunity. However,
the government has refused to make the arrest, saying Ntaganda is too important
to the ongoing peace process in the Kivu provinces.
After leaving the UPC, Ntaganda went to Goma where he joined the National
Congress for the Defence of the People (CNDP), led by Laurent Nkunda. He
eventually forced Nkunda out and in early 2009 signed a peace deal with the
government. Human rights groups accuse Ntaganda of atrocities in North Kivu,
including masterminding the 2008 attack on the town of Kiwanja.
A senior CNDP official told IRIN that Ntaganda was willing to go to The Hague – but
not yet. “He doesn’t fear the ICC at all,” said Desire Kamanzi. “But he has a lot of
work to do for his people and the community at large. He’s not ready to surrender
himself because of pressure from international activists.”
Activists like Kapiamba, however, insist Ntaganda belongs in a courtroom, not the
national army. “His presence within the army is menacing victims and witnesses
and contributing to worsening tension in the region,” he said.
lc/mw
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N.H. Woman Allegedly Had Role In Rwanda Genocide
By Dan Gorenstein
A woman born in Rwanda is awaiting trial in New Hampshire on charges that she lied about her role in that
country's genocide when seeking to become a U.S. citizen. If convicted of falsifying her paperwork, Beatrice
Munyenyezi could lose her citizenship, spend up to 10 years in prison and be deported to Rwanda, where supporters
fear for her life.
Beatrice Munyenyezi, 40, came to the U.S. in 1999 and lived in this home in Manchester, N.H. Federal prosecutors
say Munyenyezi directed kidnapping, rape and murder during the 1994 Rwanda genocide, during which about
800,000 people were killed.
In the case against Munyenyezi, federal prosecutors have seven eyewitnesses who claim she committed atrocities
during the 1994 genocide. But experts say the political realities in Rwanda may have complicated evidencegathering.
Munyenyezi is Hutu, part of the majority that led a campaign to exterminate the Tutsi minority. As many as
800,000 people died in the genocide.
One technique used to capture Tutsis was to create checkpoints, or roadblocks. The U.S. government's affidavit
claims that Munyenyezi lived in a hotel next to one of those roadblocks, and according to one witness, she ran it.
The Crime
The sworn affidavit from a U.S. immigration agent reads: "Munyenyezi participated, committed, ordered, oversaw,
conspired, aided and abetted, and assisted in and directed the persecution, kidnapping, rape and murder of numerous
individuals."
The witness, who was not a victim, recalled one particular incident.

"Munyenyezi, while out on an expedition with her husband, pushed a boy to the ground
and then hit him in the head with a wooden club, killing him instantly," the witness said.
Munyenyezi strongly denies committing any such acts.
In a 2005 interview with New Hampshire Public Radio, she said she had to flee her native
country for her own safety.
"I escaped. I locked up my house. At some point I thought I would go back in a few weeks, and I never knew that it
was for good. And, you know, I left everything — especially my wedding dress that I wish I could have,"
Munyenyezi says.
On the advice of her lawyer, Munyenyezi is not speaking with reporters.
Munyenyezi first applied for refugee status in 1995 and ultimately came to this country four years later.
It was in those documents that prosecutors allege she lied about her past.
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Other Family Members On Trial
Over the past decade, she has raised her three school-age daughters alone in New Hampshire. Her husband and
mother-in-law are on trial in Africa; both have been charged with genocide in the International Criminal Tribunal
for Rwanda.
Leslie Haskell, a lawyer for Human Rights Watch, says the case of Munyenyezi's mother-in-law, in particular, is
high-profile.
"She may be the only woman that's come before the court and is actually charged, in part, in connection with
rapes," Haskell says of the mother-in-law. "And there seems to be quite a bit of evidence against her."
David Ruoff, Munyenyezi's lawyer, says Munyenyezi's case should not be influenced by her mother-in-law's.
"We have to be careful to not say she is guilty by association," Ruoff says. "What happened in Rwanda has been the
subject of years of the International Criminal Tribunal testimony. You would think in all of that, if my client was
involved, that someone would have been looking for her before 2010."
Tainted Evidence?
Ruoff questions the veracity of the government's evidence.
He says he has come across tribunal witnesses who testified to one thing, and only two months later recanted it,
saying they were coerced by the Rwandan government.

Haskell says investigators must be attuned to the political realities in Rwanda.
"People that might have relevant information may not be willing to come forward for fear
of the consequences for them inside Rwanda," Haskell says.
U.S. prosecutors have declined to comment on how they gathered their evidence. And
they won't say what role Rwandan officials played, if any.
Munyenyezi's brother, Jean-Marie Higiro, believes the government is going after his sister because they can't get
him.
Higiro is a U.S. citizen and a professor at Western New England College. For several years, the Rwandan
government has been seeking Higiro's extradition from the United States for allegedly financing militias.
"The Rwandan regime is going after Rwandan Hutu elites. It is a broader strategy to silence Rwandan opposition,"
Higiro says.
A 'Very, Very Difficult' Case
U.S. District Attorney Aloke Chakravarty says Munyenyezi's case is unique, but was not brought as a result of
pressure from the Rwandan government.
"I am not aware of a case in which a foreign sovereign has pressured a criminal prosecutor in the United States,"
Chakravarty says.
He points out that an indictment has been made, which he says carries significant weight.

40

"There has been a determination by the Department of Justice and a grand jury that there is probable cause based
on competent evidence that the person has committed the crime," Chakravarty says.
Haskell says Munyenyezi's case is one of dozens or perhaps hundreds where what really happened is not really
clear at all.
"These cases are very, very difficult. And, you know, unfortunately for the countries where these people find
themselves, they are faced with a situation where, you know, they have to evaluate a criminal file without much
context," Haskell says.
She says it may be difficult for the court to ever determine Munyenyezi's guilt or innocence. Meanwhile,
Munyenyezi remains in detention as she awaits trial.

