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GRIFFITH FACES COURT SANCTION
INTRO:
In Issa Sesay’s cross examination Thursday, the prosecution tested the credibility of his
evidence on issue of Sam Bockarie acquiring weapons from Burkina Faso through Liberia
into Sierra Leone for the RUF’s attack in Kono, makeni, Waterloo and F/T. The Special
Court judges also sanctioned Lead Defence lawyer Courtenay Griffiths for his sudden
outburst on Prosecution lawyer, Nicholas Koumjian in court. The court denied him
audience until he made an apology to Mr Koumjian. BBC WST Adolphus Williams has
more.
STORY
After weeks of Issa Sesay direct examination, he has crossed over to Prosecution lawyer Mr. Koumjian
who was testing the credibility of his evidence. Issa Sesay had told the Court weapons used in the RUF’s
‘fiti-fata’ mission in Kono in 1998 were bought from the United Liberation Movement for Democracy in
Liberia (ULIMO) by RUF Kennedy and Sam Bockarie. He had said the latter transported them from
Liberia into Sierra Leone.
Prosecution lawyer Nicholas Koumjian pressed Issa Sesay hard on this by reading in court a transcript of
his evidence in the RUF trial in Freetown.
KOUMJIAN: …where you were asked that that ammunition brought by Bockarie around December 1998
was from Burkina Faso. Your answer, Mr. Sesay, was “yes, that was what Bockarie told me, and other
people, S.Y.B. Rogers – he himself also confirmed that because he and Bockarie went.” And then you
were asked “and that ammunition was transported into Sierra Leone from Liberia – that’s right, isn’t it?”
And you answered “yes, it was Bockarie that came with it.” And you were asked “and it was transported
into Sierra Leone from Liberia” and you answered “yes, it was through Liberia that Bockarie passed and
came to Buedu.
WILLIAMS: Nicholas Koumjian asked him “did you say that?”
SESAY: I said that, but I’m saying that I did not recall at that time, and now I’ve seen that it is not the
right thing.
KOUMJIAN: And how is it, Mr. Sesay, what has caused you to change your testimony?
SESAY: Well, I have said that I do not recall. What I recall that Bockarie said was that he brought the
ammunition from Lofa, and that is part of the ammunition that he gave to me for the attack on Kono.
KOUMJIAN: Mr. Sesay, do you testify to things under oath that you don’t remember? Is that your
practice? Do you make things up?
SESAY: No, I don’t make things up. What I recall is what I say.
WILLIAMS: During the morning session Thursday, Defence lawyer Mr. Griffiths refuted some
Prosecution witnesses who had alleged Mr. Taylor was having two-way radio communication with both
Sam Bockarie and Issa Sesay. Koumjian sprang to his feet swiftly asking for references of Courtenay
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Griffiths’ assertion. Griffiths exploded on Mr. Koumjian. Presiding Judge Justice Julia Sebutinde
intervened.
JUSTICE SEBUTINDE: This inquiry by Mr. Koumjian in our view was perfectly in order and consistent
with the commitment Lead Counsel had initially made to so provide the references. Unfortunately it is at
this stage that an altercation broke out between both Mr. Koumjian and Griffiths, in which the latter
repeatedly banged at the table or lectern with his fist, yelling at Mr. Koumjian, calling Mr. Koumjian “a
boy”. When the Presiding Judge directed Mr. Griffiths to publicly apologise to Mr. Koumjian, Mr.
Griffiths retorted that he did not intend to and would not apologise.
WILLIAMS: This led to an hour-long sanction against Mr. Griffiths. I caught up with Courtenay Griffiths,
and he told me the reason for his sudden explosion in Court Thursday.
GRIFFITHS: Well, when one is at the [indistinct] in court, there’s always a lot of tension and stress
involved. And also, after the week that I’ve had, I frankly feel quite exhausted, and so it’s a number of
factors which caused me to explode this morning. It was an unedifying spectacle and I’m sorry that it
happened, but these things happen in court.
WILLIAMS: Is the Prosecution mounting a lot of pressure, perhaps thereby identifying your Achilles
heel?
GRIFFITHS: I doubt it, because it will certainly not happen again.
WILLIAMS: Why the late apology to Mr. Koumjian?
GRIFFITHS: I was too angry to do it immediately?
WILLIAMS: Why the anger?
GRIFFITHS: Because I was stressed, and, you know, exhausted, and a number of other factors.
WILLIAMS: Courtenay Griffiths has formally tendered his apology to Nicholas Koumjian and the Court
has lifted its sanction against him. The cross-examination of Sesay continues Friday.
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Official Wire
Friday, 13 August 2010
http://www.officialwire.com/main.php?action=posted_news&rid=200781

Sierra Leone Wants Campbell Diamonds Back
By NewsDesk

Human rights officials in Sierra Leone Friday sought the return of uncut diamonds allegedly given to
Naomi Campbell by ex-Liberian President Charles Taylor.
The BBC said South African police took custody of the three so-called blood diamonds last week.
"If these stones are the proceeds of conflict in West Africa, they should be converted into money which
can be used for the benefit of the victims of the 11-year civil war in Sierra Leone," said Yasmin JusuSheriff, Sierra Leone human rights commissioner.

Taylor is on trial by the war crimes tribune in The Hague. He is accused of giving rebels in Sierra Leone
weapons in exchange for diamonds. Taylor denies the charges.
Campbell, best known as a fashion model, testified at the trial she received the diamonds after a 1997
dinner. Other witnesses said they were a gift from Taylor.
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Corriere della Sera
Venerdi 6 Agosto 2010
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The Telegraph
Sunday, 15 August 2010

Blood diamonds and Charles Taylor: the inside story
The 'blood diamonds' trade, which is at the heart of the war-crimes trial of Charles Taylor, ex-president of Liberia in which Naomi Campbell has become embroiled - was partly run by his brother-in-law, Cindor Reeves. In this
exclusive interview he tells Colin Freeman about his role

By Colin Freeman

The now infamous dinner with
Naomi Campbell, Charles
Taylor and Mia Farrow Photo:
REX

Should Naomi Campbell ever wish
for some more dodgy diamonds to
grace her supermodel limbs, Cindor
Reeves knows the right people to
call. It is a long way from his new
home in Canada to the war-ravaged
gem fields of his native West
Africa, and a long time since the
trade in "blood diamonds" was officially banned, but as long as Ms Campbell sticks to her habit of not asking where
they came from, he says a deal could probably be done.
"I tell you, I could get on the phone to people out there tomorrow, and they will fly them to wherever you want," he
says, shaking his head. "They are supposed to have brought this trade under control, but it still goes on, and as long
as it does, we will have wars in Africa."
On the subject of illegal gemstones, it is fair to say that Mr Reeves is uniquely well connected, even if many of his
best contacts are now either dead, on the run, or in jail. The tall, quietly spoken 38-year-old is the brother-in-law, no
less, of Charles Taylor, the Liberian dictator who gave Ms Campbell a gift of uncut diamonds in 1997, according to
her recent testimony at his war crimes trial in the Hague. For four turbulent years, he was at the centre of the blood
diamonds trade, acting as Taylor's personal envoy in his infamous arms-for-gems deals with the rebels in next door
Sierra Leone, whose drug-crazed recruits raped, maimed and slaughtered their way through a war that claimed some
150,000 lives.
As such, he also knows about the appalling price in human misery that was paid so that "the chief", as his brotherin-law was known, could flatter pretty girls at parties. The gifts Taylor used to hand out to the likes of Ms Campbell
were the proceeds of dozens of clandestine trips that Mr Reeves made into the Sierra Leone bush, where he would
swap truckloads of weapons for tiny but highly valuable packages of stones, many from rebel-held mines being run
as virtual slave camps.
Today, though, Mr Reeves' diamond smuggling days are over. Appalled by the slaughter that the trade was fuelling,
in 2001 he turned against his own family and secretly approached the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone,
providing inside information that helped build much of the prosecution case against the former president and his
cronies. He claims Taylor tried to have a hit squad kill him before he left Africa, and after an attempted kidnapping
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in Paris in 2004, allegedly conducted by a notorious Ukrainian arms dealer, he fled to Canada. Today, rather like
the Mafioso-turned-informant Henry Hill, whose life was depicted in the film Goodfellas, he lives in suburban
anonymity, although even here his mobile phone still rings with death threats.
"Taylor still has a lot of supporters," he told me, looking out over a street lined with station wagons, neatly kept
lawns and garages with basketball hoops. "Nobody has done anything yet, but they tell me they know where my
kids go to school."
Last week, though, on condition that his location was not disclosed, Mr Reeves agreed to an interview with The
Sunday Telegraph, shedding first-hand light on the violent, sordid world that Ms Campbell became the chance
beneficiary of during her meeting with Taylor at a party at Nelson Mandela's house in 1997. While the supermodel
professed almost complete ignorance of the blood gems trade, describing Taylor's gift only as "dirty pebbles", Mr
Reeves saw its every facet: the psychotic rebel commanders who ran the mines, the traumatised civilians forced to
work in them, and the networks of shady middlemen who connected the trade with the outside world, including
arms dealers and alleged agents of both al-Qaeda and Hezbollah.
His story begins at a more innocent time, however, back in the early 1980s, when Taylor, then a senior figure in
Liberia's military government, married Mr Reeves's elder sister Agnes. Then, as now, Mr Reeves recalls his
brother-in-law as someone who was generous with gifts but ruthless if crossed: the uniformed figure who would
buy him ice cream and sweets once beat up one of Agnes's other suitors in front of him. After being sacked for
embezzlement and banished to the US, where he served time in jail, Taylor returned to Liberia to fight his way to
power with a guerrilla army. During the 1990s he also backed the Revolutionary United Front rebels in
neighbouring Sierra Leone, whose troops were notorious for recruiting child soldiers into their ranks and mutilating
civilians.
One reason for his support for such a brutal movement was that Taylor was a pal of the RUF leader, Foday Sankoh,
who had trained with him in Libya as part of Colonel Gaddafi's now defunct programme for grooming foreign
revolutionaries. Another, though, was that the RUF had seized control of some of the richest diamond fields in the
world, Sierra Leone being one of the rare spots on the planet where they practically spring up out of the ground.
"A rough diamond looks a bit like a sugar lump, it's only when you wash it and the sunlight hits it that you see the
gemstone beneath," said Mr Reeves, his eyes gleaming a little. "The diamonds from Sierra Leone are like no others.
They are much less rough than those from Angola, South Africa or Australia – all they need is
a little cutting."
While diamonds in other countries are mostly accessible only by mining firms, in Sierra Leone they can be dug by
anyone with a spade and panning set. The result, in such a poor, weakly-governed country, has for decades been an
anarchic free-for-all, from which criminal gangs and armed groups have grown powerful.
Ironically, it was to inject a little honesty and transparency into the business that Taylor first recruited his brotherin-law. The Liberian leader was already thought to be earning millions from the trade, funding a lifestyle that
included designer suits, Mercedes cars, his own personal throne and at least 30 children by different women.
However, he grew exasperated at the way his diamond packages were often pilfered in transit, and turned to his
relative as one of the few people he felt he could trust. From 1998 onwards, Mr Reeves would accompany a heavily
armed convoy that would drive along the sunbaked tracks into Sierra Leone's RUF strongholds, trade weapons and
ammunition for diamonds, and then ensure that every stone came home accounted for.
None of the parties involved in these deals were the kind of people whom it was wise to double-cross. On Mr
Reeves's side was Taylor's diamond-buyer, a Senegalese-born jihadist who had fought the Soviets in Afghanistan
and trained with Hezbollah, plus members of the president's feared "special security service". On the RUF side was
commander Sam "Mosquito" Bockarie, a former disco-dancer and hairdresser known for his fondness for hacking
off the limbs, ears and lips of his victims. His footsoldiers, meanwhile, had a fondness for drink and marijuana.
"Commanders would come in with parcels of diamonds wrapped in paper and tied with Scotch tape," said Mr
Reeves. "We would meet in Bockarie's house and then stick a chair in the middle of the room for the diamonds to
be counted on, with a white sheet draped underneath so that if any got dropped we could see them. Then I would
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declare how many we had received, and Bockarie would tell the commanders, 'Look, President Taylor's brotherin-law is here in person, so nothing is going to go missing'."
As Taylor's own emissary, Mr Reeves had little fear of being robbed en route: in his possession was a special ID
card identifying him as a member of the First Family, which guaranteed him passage through any militia
checkpoint, and warned that he should not be "molested" in any way. Even so, he would never let the diamonds out
of his sight. "At night, I would put them in my front pocket and sleep face down so that nobody could get at them,
although any robber would have been crazy to try. The guards would have shot them if they saw so much as a
movement in the bushes."
Back in the crumbling Liberian capital, Monrovia, Mr Reeves would deliver the packages to Taylor: in similar
fashion to the delivery to Naomi Campbell, the president preferred the hand-over to be done in the small hours. The
stones duly checked by an expert, Taylor would then call the international dealers he retained, who included
members of the Lebanese diaspora that has long operated all over Africa, and Europeans connected to the diamond
market in Antwerp. All had a remarkable ability to summon millions of dollars in cash at short notice, although if
they ran short, Taylor was always happy to help. On one occasion, when a buyer turned up with $240,000 in
travellers' cheques, his security men forced a bank in Monrovia to cash the lot on the spot. "They didn't normally
take travellers' cheques, but were told that this particular 'tourist' was special," Mr Reeves recalled.
On one occasion in 1999, Mr Reeves even accompanied a dealer to Antwerp, where a dozen local diamantaires
were invited to submit sealed bids for a pile of stones laid out in the middle of a hotel room. The dealer pocketed
$2.35 million that afternoon, with no questions asked. "It was long before anybody knew about blood diamonds,"
said Mr Reeve. "As far as they were concerned, there was nothing wrong at all."
He knew otherwise, having visited the RUF-controlled mines, where men, women and children were being
conscripted to work in appalling conditions. "It was horrific – at one point I saw three or four guards beating a guy
with their rifle butts just because he had stopped for a drink of water. They thought he was trying to steal a
diamond, and at one point they were going to force-feed him laxative so that it would come out. When I saw that
with my own eyes, I began to realise just how bad it all was."
Despite the danger it put him in, Mr Reeves quietly turned supergrass, working with prosecutors from the special
court, and, allegedly, with Britain's M16. He handed them records of every transaction he had done, and during
field trips began to gather evidence of the atrocities carried out by militia commanders. While he is not expected to
give direct evidence to the Hague court, owing partly to a falling-out over the way court officials handled his
witness protection provision, he is one of the key sources of information for a trial in which very few people have
been brave enough to tell the truth. Among those who have been afraid to do so, he reckons, is Ms Campbell, who
denied in court knowing that the stones she got were actually from Mr Taylor. "You could see the fear in her eyes,
because she knows who Taylor is now," he said.
Mr Reeves was surprised to hear testimony that he told bodyguards to give her the diamonds in the middle of the
night. "For one thing, she is a supermodel – strangers wouldn't be allowed to come knocking on her bedroom door
just like that. And Taylor is a flamboyant character – he would want to give her the diamonds in person, because he
liked impressing people. If fact, if she hadn't been there, he would have probably given them to Nelson Mandela."
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Charlestaylortrial.org
Saturday, 14 August 2010
Weekly Summary
Mia Farrow and Carole White Contradict Naomi Campbell’s Testimony, Issa Sesay’s Cross-Examination
Begins

By Alpha Sesay
The much anticipated testimonies of three celebrity witnesses were concluded this week with Hollywood actress
Mia Farrow and modeling agent Carole White both contradicting the evidence of supermodel Naomi Campbell
about allegations that Charles Taylor gave the supermodel rough diamonds in South Africa in 1997. This week also
saw the conclusion of the direct examination and the commencement of the cross-examination of Mr. Taylor’s 19th
witness, Issa Hassan Sesay.
Last week, Ms. Campbell herself testified about the incident that happened in South Africa, telling the judges in
The Hague that two men had knocked on her door in the middle of the night, gave her a pouch, and said, “a gift for
you.” When she opened the pouch the following morning, she discovered that it contained “dirty-looking stones,”
which she later gave to Jeremy Ratcliffe, the head on the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund. When she told Ms.
Farrow and Ms. White about the incident at breakfast, one of the two ladies suggested that the diamonds must have
come from Mr. Taylor, an assumption that she also came to make, she said.
On Monday, both Ms. Farrow and Ms. White testified that Ms. Campbell’s account of the incident was not correct.
First to testify was Ms. Farrow, who explained that the morning after they had all attended the star-studded dinner
that was hosted by Nelson Mandela, she was at breakfast when Ms. Campbell approached her with excitement and
told her that Mr. Taylor had sent her ”a huge diamond” while she was asleep the previous night. Ms. Farrow said
Ms. Campbell went on to say she was going to donate the diamond to the Nelson Mandela Children’s Charity Fund.
“She [Ms. Campbell] said at night, some men had knocked at her door and there were two men that were sent by
Charles Taylor, and they had given her a huge diamond and that she was going to donate it to Mr. Mandela’s
charity,” Ms. Farrow told the court.
“As I recall it, she was quite excited,” she added.
Ms. Farrow said she was never shown the diamond. When asked a direct question as to whether she was the one
who had told Ms. Campbell that the diamonds must have been from Mr. Taylor, Ms. Farrow said, “Absolutely
not…Naomi Campbell said that diamonds were from Charles Taylor.”
Under cross-examination, defense lawyers tried to establish that Ms. Farrow had difficulty recollecting different
things, that her testimony did not only contradict that of Ms. Campbell but also contradicts the statements made by
Ms. White to prosecutors, and that as an activist involved in issues relating to Africa, such as Darfur, she had a
motive of working against African leaders she perceived to be oppressing their people.
Defense counsel for Mr. Taylor, Morris Anyah, in cross-examining Ms. Farrow pointed out that while she was
testifying that the gift given to Ms. Campbell was a “huge diamond,” Ms. Campbell herself who received the said
gift had testified that there were “two to three small dirty-looking stones,” and that Ms. White in her statement to
prosecutors had said there were about five pieces of diamonds.
In her response to these points, Ms. Farrow said, “I didn’t see the diamond or diamonds, I can only tell you what
Naomi Campbell said.”
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Mr. Anyah also read a BBC Africa news article that quoted Mr. Jeremy Ractcliffe, the former head of the Nelson
Mandela Children’s Fund to whom Ms. Campbell had handed the diamonds, stating “three small uncut diamonds
were given to me by Naomi Campbell.”
“Three persons referring to diamonds in the plural…they were small in size,” Mr. Anyah told Ms. Farrow.
“Do you stand by your recollection that what you heard Naomi Campbell say was that this was a huge size
diamond?” Mr. Anyah asked Ms. Farrow.
“That is what I recall. The other persons saw the diamonds…I can only recall what Ms. Campbell said,” Ms.
Farrow responded.
“What Naomi Campbell said that morning, to the best of my recollection, she said a large diamond,” she added.
As Ms. Farrow concluded her testimony, Ms. Campbell’s former agent Mr. White commenced her evidence during
which she not only contradicted Ms. Campbell’s account, but also contradicted several portions of Ms. Farrow’s
testimony.
According to Ms. White, while they were all having dinner at Mr. Mandela’s residence in September 1997, Mr.
Taylor and Ms. Campbell “were being charming to each other…mildly flirting…they were just being affable.”
Ms. White told the court that during the said company between Mr. Taylor and Ms. Campbell, the supermodel
informed her (White) with excitement that Mr. Taylor had promised to send her diamonds.
“Naomi was very excited and said ,’Oh he is going to give me some diamonds’,” Ms. White said.
Ms. White also explained how Mr. Taylor and Ms. Campbell discussed that two men would enter the guesthouse
with the diamonds and hand them over to Ms. Campbell. At night, she said that herself and Ms. Campbell were
anxiously waiting for the two men to show up with the diamonds, but when they waited longer than expected, they
decided to go to bed.
According to Ms. White, when the men eventually arrived, she was the one who first woke up to receive them
before she woke Ms. Campbell up.
“[I] heard some clinking noises on my window…I opened the window and there were two guys standing on the
ground…’we [the two men] have something for Ms. Campbell’…and I told them to wait. I went to Ms. Campbell’s
room and told her that the men were here,” she explained.
When the men came into the house, Ms. White said, “they took out a scruffy piece of paper and gave it to Ms.
Campbell…she opened it and showed them to me. They were quite disappointing because they were not shiny.”
Contrary to Ms. Campbell’s testimony that there were three pieces of diamonds in the pouch and Ms. Farrow’s
account that she had been informed of a “huge diamond,” Ms. White told the court that she believed there were five
to six pieces of diamonds in the piece of paper.
Under cross-examination by lead counsel for Mr. Taylor, Courtenay Griffiths, he pointed out that Ms. White had a
breach of contract lawsuit against Ms. Campbell, and she wanted to use this story to destroy her (Ms. Campbell).
“You have a very powerful motive for lying about Ms. Campbell,” Mr. Griffiths put to Ms. White.
“I suggest…that you don’t come to this court with clean hands…your motive for lying…is to provide yourself with
ammunition for use against her in the lawsuit,” Mr. Griffiths said.
Ms. White responded that this was not the case and that the issue of blood diamonds had nothing to do with a civil
matter that she had to settle in court with Ms. Campbell.
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Ms. White was also confronted with materials printed from the social networking site Facebook under the page
of one Annie Wilshaw, who is an employee of Ms. White’s modeling agency. On this Facebook page, Ms. Wilshaw
displayed photographs of a party that was hosted by Ms. White on the Thursday that Mr. Campbell testified and
then titled the pictures “blood diamond night.” Subsequent comments which followed the photograph included “this
is a big inconvenience for me” (a line stated by Ms. Campbell in her testimony). It was followed by “it will be when
Carole arrives at The Hague and ruins your tale on Monday.”
Ms. White responded that the pictures were from a party to open a new modeling house, and she was not aware that
her employees had made such comments about the event.
On Tuesday, defense lawyers concluded the cross-examination of Ms. White, during which she said that she has not
told lies about this incident.
“I have known this story since 1997 and it’s, you know, quite an amazing story…however, when I was told by my
lawyer that Charles Taylor had been in The Hague in a war crimes trial, I realized it was very serious and the blood
diamond issue had a big bearing on the case and it was my duty to tell my story, it happened 13 years ago, I haven’t
lied and it is a true story,” Ms. White told the court.
As Mr. Griffiths cross-examined Ms. White, he questioned Ms. White’s account that while at the dinner table with
Mr. Mandela and his guests, Mr. Taylor and Ms. Campbell had been “mildly flirting” with each other.
“This flirtation between Mr. Taylor and Naomi Campbell is a figment of your imagination. You’ve made that up,”
Mr. Griffiths put to Ms. White.
In her response, Ms. White said, “I haven’t made it up.”
Mr. Griffiths also read portions of Ms. White’s statement that was made to prosecutors prior to her testimony in
court. According to Mr. Griffiths, there were several inconsistencies between Ms. White’s written statement and
that of her oral testimony and that Ms. White had embellished her account with several lies.
“I suggest you’ve embellished this account with a number of blatant lies,” Mr. Griffiths said.
The witness denied Mr. Griffith’s assertion.
Mr. Griffiths also pointed out that in her written statement to prosecutors, Ms. White had stated that she “heard Mr.
Taylor tell Ms. Campbell that he was going to send her diamonds.”
When asked whether she indeed heard Mr. Taylor say so, Ms. White told the court that it was Ms. Campbell
who said so. When Mr. Taylor overheard Ms. Campbell, the former president nodded in agreement.
“When Naomi Campbell leaned back to tell me that Mr. Taylor was going to send her diamonds…he [Taylor] was
definitely acquiescing,” Ms. White said.
“He [Taylor] nodded that he was going to send her diamonds. I didn’t hear the words..I don’t recall..he was nodding
in agreement,” she added.
White also told the court that the diamonds were delivered in a scruffy piece of paper and that it was Ms. Campbell
who put them in a pouch the following morning. She said that she was present when Ms. Campbell gave the
diamonds to Mr. Ratcliffe saying that the diamonds had been given to her by Mr. Taylor.
On Wednesday, the court returned to normal hearings with a continuation of the testimony of Mr. Sesay, the former
interim leader of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebel group.
Mr. Sesay told the court on Wednesday that allegations of the RUF capturing materials from United Nations
peacekeepers in Sierra Leone and sending such materials to Mr. Taylor are false.
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In May 2000, as Sierra Leone was getting ready to disarm thousands of rebel fighters, RUF rebels took hundreds
of UN peacekeepers hostage and seized several materials including arms, ammunition, vehicles, and
communication equipment from the peacekeepers. RUF leader, Foday Sankoh, was arrested by the government of
Sierra Leone and Issa Hassan Sesay, after a meeting with Mr. Taylor in Liberia, facilitated the release of the
peacekeepers. Mr. Sesay eventually became interim leader of the RUF.
In 2008, a witness who claimed to have been working within Mr. Taylor’s security apparatus in Liberia, testified for
the prosecution and told the court that on Mr. Taylor’s instructions, the heavy artillery weapons that were seized
from the UN peacekeepers were taken to Liberia by Mr. Sesay, and the weapons were used to provide security for
Mr. Taylor. Mr. Sesay described this account as false. According to Mr. Sesay, all materials that were seized from
the peacekeepers were given back to the UN in Sierra Leone.
“That did not happen…I did not send any artillery pieces to Mr. Taylor in Liberia,” Mr. Sesay told the court.
“I did not give any instruction to take any UNAMSIL [United Nations Missions in Sierra Leone] weapon to Mr.
Taylor in Liberia. The weapons that were captured from them were handed back to the UN before disarmament,” he
added.
Mr. Sesay further denied prosecution evidence that he provided some help through the transfer of weapons from
Sierra Leone to Liberia’s Special Security Services (SSS) Director, Benjamin Yeaten, who was mobilizing forces to
attack Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) rebels. At the time LURD rebels were
threatening to unseat Mr. Taylor’s government in Liberia. TFI-375, the witness who testified about this incident
claimed that he was present and saw the weapons being handed from Mr. Sesay to Mr. Yeaten.
When talking about the support that Mr. Taylor and his forces allegedly gave to the RUF in Sierra Leone, TFI-375
told the court in 2008 that he was very close to Mr. Yeaten and that he was personally involved in transporting
arms and ammunition for rebel forces in Sierra Leone. Mr. Sesay denied this claim, telling the court that he only
had contact with Mr. Yeaten in 2000 and at that time, RUF forces were no longer fighting in Sierra Leone.
“During this time when I was in contact with Benjamin Yeaten, the war was not continuing in Sierra Leone, and I
did not have any arms dealings with Benjamin Yeaten,” Mr. Sesay said.
“I did not have anybody that was bringing arms and ammunition for me from Benjamin Yeaten, that is not true,” he
added.
Witness TFI-375 also told the court that when the RUF arrested the peacekeepers in 2000, it was Mr. Sesay who
first contacted Mr. Yeaten to seek advise from Mr. Taylor on how to handle the situation. Mr. Sesay said that this
never happened.
“That’s a lie, I did not talk to Benjamin Yeaten on satellite phone, and I did not send a radio message to Benjamin
Yeaten after the capture of the UN peacekeepers,” Mr. Sesay said.
According to Mr. Sesay, after the capture of the UN peacekeepers, Mr. Taylor sent Mr. Yeaten to invite him to
Liberia where they discussed the release of the peacekeepers. If he had communicated with Mr. Yeaten by satellite
phone or radio, there would have been no need for Mr. Taylor to send Mr. Yeaten to fetch him with a helicopter, he
said.
On Thursday, Mr. Griffiths concluded the direct-examination of Mr. Sesay, paving the way for prosecutors to
commence the cross-examination of the witness.
As he concluded the direct examination of Mr. Sesay, Mr. Griffiths, asked the witness whether he has anything to
gain by coming to The Hague to testify for Mr. Taylor.
“I don’t have anything to gain,” Mr. Sesay told the court.
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“My decision to come here is because I was sitting in my detention and listening to the radio and hearing people
say lies about me just because I disarmed the RUF, so I decided to come here and testify. I have nothing to gain,” he
added.
As his cross-examination started, prosecution counsel conducting Mr. Sesay’s cross-examination, Nicholas
Koumjian, immediately went to the testimony that Mr. Sesay gave as a witness in his own defense during his trial
before the Special Court for Sierra Leone in Freetown. Mr. Koumjian focused on the arms and ammunition that
were bought and used by the RUF to attack the diamond rich town of Kono in December 1998.
The issue of who provided arms for the December 1998 attack on Kono has been widely discussed in this trial.
According to prosecution witnesses, with Mr. Taylor’s assistance, RUF rebels travelled to Burkina Faso, where they
obtained the arms and ammunition needed for the attack. The aircraft that transported the arms and ammunition for
the mission landed at Roberts International Airport (RIA) in Liberia before they were transported to Sierra Leone. A
particular RUF member, who claimed to have been involved in transporting these materials from Burkina Faso,
testified for the prosecution in 2008 and told the court that they met with Mr. Taylor at his Executive Mansion in
Liberia. During this meeting, they discussed the operation to obtain the arms in Burkian Faso.
Mr. Sesay in his testimony this month has told the court that these pieces of evidence are false. According to Mr.
Sesay, the arms and ammunition used for the attack on Kono were purchased from United Liberation Movement for
Democracy in Liberia (ULIMO) rebels in Lofa County, Liberia.
However, under cross-examination today, Mr. Koumjian pointed out that Mr. Sesay’s account in his testimony for
Mr. Taylor differs from what he said when he testified on behalf of himself before the Special Court for Sierra
Leone in Freetown in 2007. During his 2007 trial, Mr. Sesay gave testimony that supported the evidence of
prosecution witnesses. In 2007, he testified that the ammunition used for the attack on Kono was obtained from
Burkina Faso by Mr. Bockarie. When confronted with the contradiction, Mr. Sesay said that at the time he testified
on behalf himself in 2007, he could not recall all these issues. He has only now been able to recall what happened,
he said. Mr. Koumjian put to him that he was lying because he wanted to protect Mr. Taylor.
“Because you yourself testified in 2007…that the ammunition came from Burkina Faso and you are lying to this
Trial Chamber about it, trying to protect Charles Taylor for his responsibility for the terrible things that happened in
1998 and 1999 in Sierra Leone, isn’t that true…you testified under oath in 2007 the ammunition came from Burkina
Faso. That was the truth. Were you telling the truth in 2007 or were you lying?” Mr. Koumjian asked Mr. Sesay.
“I said when after I had testified, when I was reading the transcript, I realized that the account I had given was not
the right account,” Mr. Sesay responded.
On Friday, Mr. Koumjian asked Mr. Sesay to account to the people of Sierra Leone what the RUF did with the
country’s diamonds and whether the war in Sierra Leone was about diamonds.
When asked whether “the war in Sierra Leone was a war about diamonds,” Mr. Sesay said, “No.”
“It was not a war about diamonds because from 1991 to 1997, the RUF was not occupying diamond areas,” Mr.
Sesay said.
When asked whether this situation changed after 1997, Mr. Sesay again said, “No.”
“If it was a war about diamonds, I wouldn’t have disarmed in the diamond areas…” he added.
Mr. Koumjian read a portion of a November 2000 newspaper, which quoted Mr. Taylor as saying, “Yes, I think that
the war in Sierra Leone is a war about diamonds but not for Liberia to take those diamonds.”
In response to this statement, Mr. Sesay said, “I wouldn’t agree because the war in Sierra Leone was not about
diamonds.”
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When Mr. Sesay was asked to account to the people of Sierra Leone what he did with the country’s diamonds,
Mr. Sesay explained that he sold the diamonds and the proceeds were used to take care of RUF members, who were
also Sierra Leoneans.
“The diamonds that I got I used to sell and used the money to take care of the RUF…The RUF soldiers that I took
care of, they were Sierra Leoneans,” he said.
In response to a question as to the number of “stones” [diamonds] that he received while he was in control of the
RUF, Mr. Sesay said, “I can’t remember the exact number of stones I received.”
He also said that he cannot recall the exact amount of money that he obtained from the sale of the diamonds that
were mined by the RUF.
“You can’t account because the bulk of the diamonds went to Charles Taylor, isn’t it,” Mr. Koumjian put to Mr.
Sesay.
“Well, as far as money was concerned, the diamonds I used to receive I used to sell, I did not give diamonds to Mr.
Taylor,” Mr. Sesay responded.
Prosecutors allege that the RUF subjected civilians in diamond mining towns to forced labor in order to work as
miners. Some of these civilians were killed when they could not work as miners, prosecutors allege. It is further
alleged that the diamonds, once mined, were taken to Mr. Taylor in Liberia by RUF commanders, including Mr.
Sesay. Mr. Taylor has denied receiving diamonds from RUF rebels, and in his testimony as a defense witness for
Mr. Taylor, Mr. Sesay has also denied taking diamonds to Mr. Taylor in Liberia.
Prosecutors also noted today that Mr. Sesay himself and RUF commander Sam Bockarie looked at Mr. Taylor as a
father figure in their lives, and Mr. Taylor took them to be his sons. Prosecutors highlighted the crimes committed
by Mr. Bockarie in Sierra Leone and his public pronouncements about being a “ruthless commander.” Even
with, such pronouncements and reports of Mr. Bockarie’s atrocities in Sierra Leone, Mr. Taylor still took him to be
his son, Mr. Koumjian said in court.
Mr. Koumjian read a portion of Mr. Taylor’s testimony in which the former Liberian president told the court how
he liked Mr. Bockarie after he was confronted with evidence that he ordered the execution of Mr. Bockarie.
“I never wanted that boy dead, I liked him like a son. I never wanted him dead. I never would have handed him to
Kabbah [former Sierra Leonean president]…I loved that boy,” Mr. Taylor said in 2009.
“That’s what Charles Taylor said about Sam Bockarie, the man who did all this evil and threatened a campaign of
evil to kill all living things,” Mr. Koumjian said after reading the statement.
“Well, I don’t know, that is what Charles Taylor said, that was his opinion,” Mr. Sesay responded.
Mr. Koumjian also pointed out that when Mr. Bockarie left the RUF and relocated to Liberia, Mr. Taylor gave him
a huge salary because of the relationship that existed between them.
“Sam Bockarie had a salary of 1000 USD a month when the average Liberian is living on less than one USD a
day…that’s how a father treats a son,” Mr. Koumjian said.
Mr. Sesay responded that he never knew that Mr. Bockarie was receiving 1000 USD per month while in Liberia.
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The National
Sunday, 15 August 2010

Only stars shine a light on Charles Taylor's war crimes trial
James Reinl, United Nations Correspondent

Former Liberian President Charles Taylor, top left, and his lead defence lawyer Courtenay Griffiths at the war
crimes trial of Taylor at the UN. Special Court for Sierra Leone. Special Court for Sierra Leone via Reuters TV
NEW YORK // The allegations describe the most heinous crimes imaginable: children drugged and forced to
commit cannibalism, soldiers hacking off the limbs of women and children and an 11-year civil war funded by the
sale of diamonds.
But the three-year-old trial of Liberia’s former president, Charles Taylor, for supplying arms to rebels in
neighbouring Sierra Leone came to the world’s attention only when model Naomi Campbell and actress Mia
Farrow were called to testify about a gift of uncut diamonds.
Mr Taylor is being tried by the Special Court of Sierra Leone. Most of the proceedings are taking place in that
country. However, Mr Taylor is being held in the Netherlands and the celebrities testified there at The Hague.
Advocates of war-crimes tribunals lament what they call the “depressing” fact that their battle to secure justice
against the masterminds of crimes in places such as Sierra Leone, Rwanda and the Balkans fail to get the exposure
they deserve.
“It is somewhat disappointing that it takes Hollywood actresses and models going to a party with a former dictator,
who is reported to have given a conflict diamond to a model, to get the media’s interest in this important
development,” said William Pace, of the Coalition for an International Criminal Court (ICC).
Mr Taylor’s trial at the International Criminal Court in The Hague continues this week after testimony by the two
celebrities during the last two weeks.
The idea of establishing war-crime tribunals was proposed after the First World War to try Germany’s Kaiser
Wilhelm II. But they did not become reality until after the Second World War, when 22 German and 25 Japanese
leaders were convicted in trials in Nuremberg and Tokyo.
Efforts towards war-crimes accountability dwindled during the Cold War, and it was not until after civilian
massacres in the Balkans conflict and Rwanda’s genocide of 1994 that the world community agreed to establish
new international tribunals.
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Since then, business has boomed, with UN-backed special tribunals for Sierra Leone, Cambodia, East Timor and
Lebanon, and a permanent body, the ICC, pursuing violators in Uganda, the Central African Republic, Sudan and
Congo.
However, tribunals for war atrocities have not captured the public imagination, said Christopher Hall, a lawyer for
Amnesty International.
“These crimes have not really been seen as crimes, but political and diplomatic events to be solved by diplomats
and politicians,” Mr Hall said.
“Almost every single one of those prosecuted in international criminal courts has been responsible for horrors that
would otherwise have seen them characterised as murderers and serial killers. But for some reason, the stories have
never been pitched that way.”
He believes that the charges against Mr Taylor and other indictees, such as Joseph Kony of the Lord’s Resistance
Army (LRA), who created a child-soldier army that has terrorised northern Uganda and several other nations in
Central Africa, are simply “too big” to grasp.
Under Mr Kony’s leadership, the LRA has abducted more than 24,000 children into its army and continues to wage
a campaign of murder, rape and looting that has displaced about two million people.
“The numbers of victims is sometimes incomprehensible as are the types of crimes, like those committed in Sierra
Leone, with child soldiers, amputations and rapes – it’s just beyond people’s comprehension,” Mr Hall said.
Advocates for the system of international tribunals complain that a review conference in June for the Rome Statute,
the treaty that set up the ICC, received “almost no coverage at all in the world’s media”, said Mr Pace.
International war-crimes tribunals will not be taken seriously until they shake off the criticism that they serve the
interests of history’s victors, said Richard Dicker, a legal expert for Human Rights Watch.
“There is a real uneasiness in the international justice landscape that those who appear before tribunals are much
more likely to be officials or heads of weaker governments from the global South, as opposed to those from among
the permanent members of the Security Council,” Mr Dicker said.
“This is an unfortunate and ugly reality and weakness in what is an emerging system.
“And this unevenness has to be fixed in order for this emerging system to retain its credibility and legitimacy.”
jreinl@thenational.ae
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BBC Online
Friday, 13 August 2010

Sierra Leone plea for 'blood diamonds' return

Ms Campbell said she did not know who had sent the stones
Sierra Leone's human rights commission has called on South Africa to hand over uncut diamonds
allegedly given to supermodel Naomi Campbell.
The war crimes trial of Liberian ex-President Charles Taylor has heard claims he gave her "blood
diamonds" thought to originate in Sierra Leone.
Three stones were reportedly passed to South African police last week.
The rights commission said the sale of the diamonds could help thousands of people affected by the civil
war.
Charles Taylor

"If these stones are the proceeds of conflict in west Africa, they should be converted into money which
can be used for the benefit of the victims of the 11-year civil war in Sierra Leone," Sierra Leone human
rights commissioner Yasmin Jusu-Sheriff told the BBC.
The official fund to help victims has so far raised only $45,000 (£29,000), she pointed out.
Prosecutors at the war crimes tribunal in The Hague say Mr Taylor traded with rebels in neighbouring
Sierra Leone, giving them weapons in return for diamonds.
'Dirty-looking stones'
Mr Taylor is accused of giving Ms Campbell the diamonds after a 1997 dinner in South Africa.
The supermodel said she had received a pouch containing a few "dirty-looking stones" from two strangers
in the middle of the night without knowing who sent them.
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Mr Taylor denies trading in illegal diamonds
She then gave the stones to a friend, South African businessman Jeremy Ractliffe, who was head of the
Nelson Mandela Children's Fund at the time, she said.
Other witnesses have said the stones were a gift to Ms Campbell from Mr Taylor.
Mr Ractliffe has said he passed them on to police this month.
Mr Taylor faces 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity, all of which he denies, over his
alleged role in the brutal civil war in Sierra Leone.
He has denied having anything to do with the trade in "blood diamonds".
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The Analyst (Monrovia)
Wednesday, 11 August 2010

Liberia: Who Betrayed Taylor?

Opinion
The Liberian conflict is never short of blame shifting. Self-select righteous individuals sitting in judgment
are holding presumed shadow actors and all major actors and their lackeys for omissions and/or
commissions - which is healthy.
But, observers say when the force of judgment appears driven by motives other than that which will edify
and benefit the larger society, then it becomes a matter of concern.
That is the case with the allegation this week, that President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf betrayed war-crime
indictee Charles Taylor, besides once being accused of helping him ravage Liberia to the bone. The
Analyst looks at Femi Fani-Kayode's claptrap of an accusation now flooding the Internet.
The former Nigerian presidential spokesman, Femi Fani-Koyode, has accused President Ellen JohnsonSirleaf of betraying former Liberian President, Charles Taylor.
Compatriot Yele Odofin-Belo believes Fani-Koyode's former boss, President Olusegun Obasanjo of
Nigeria, not President Sirleaf, did play a pivotal role in Taylor's extradition; but Fani-Koyode thinks that
is a distortion of the facts as knows them.
"I believe President Obasanjo may have made a mistake... he should have stood his ground, left America
immediately, and told them all, including George W. Bush, to go to hell..." Fani-Koyode said.
The accusation, now carried wild in major African online news outlets, has spurred political observers and
sincere Liberians into wondering whether it grew out of cynicism gone haywire, ignorance of a foot
soldier once thought an informed player of West African politics, or sheer prejudice against the Liberian
President.
In their view, the former minister's allegations against the President of Liberia, who they believed did
nothing to warrant such attack, represented a case of a force of vain cynics on the loose in West Africa.
Femi Fani-Koyode's Accusation, Contradictions, Concessions
As if a chapter taken out of a playbook of gamesmanship, former presidential spokesman Fani-Koyode
quoted a Yele Odofin-Belo article to back up his allegation that President Sirleaf betrayed Taylor, but
soon denied the article's conclusion in favor of his own version of what led to Taylor's landing in Liberia
on his way to Sierra Leone under Nigerian-UN military escort.
"AU leaders had an agreement that facilitated peace in Liberia. It's shameful how Obasanjo threw Charles
Taylor under the bus after pressure from the Europeans and America (not a signatory to the so-called UN
court)," Belo had said.
No sooner did Fani-Koyode described Odofin-Belo's view as "absolutely right" and dubbing events
leading to Taylor's extradition as "betrayal of the century" than he immediately backed off in favor of the
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conspiracy theory, which placed the Liberian leader at the center of West African ring of the politics of
intrigue.
"I do not believe that Obasanjo was amongst those that betrayed anybody. To be fair to President
Olusegun Obasanjo he was in fact the last man standing and he resisted the pressure until it all came to a
head during a state visit to America when George W. Bush refused to see him until Taylor was produced.
Ironically, the real traitor was not Obasanjo but rather President Sirleaf-Johnson of Liberia," he said.
The former presidential spokesperson conceded that President Sirleaf was a private Liberian citizen at the
time ECOWAS, AU, Charles Taylor, then a sitting president in Liberia, and reportedly the United States
of America, reached an agreement for Taylor to trade prosecution at the Hybrid Court in Sierra Court for
exile in Nigeria.
Incidentally, Fani-Koyode was a member of President Obasanjo's kitchen cabinet who subsequently
became minister of Tourism & Culture and later minister of Aviation.
He also conceded that Liberia was not a signatory to the agreement, meaning to analysts that logically,
Liberia could not have played a role in its reversal or breach.
But the former agreement insider contended that it was the president of the non-signatory nation who had
the final say on the life of the agreement and eventually on plight of Mr. Taylor.
Informed followers of the events leading to the extradition of Taylor to face trial in Sierra Leone say two
things should have guided Mr. Fani-Koyode's conspiracy theory from falling into the realm of a cynicism
gone haywire, ignorance of a foot soldier once thought an informed player of West African politics, or
sheer prejudice against the Liberian President.
"He should have known that Liberia was not a signatory to the agreement and therefore President Sirleaf
could not have had a say in what the Sierra Leonean UN Court and the Americans were demanding.
Secondly, Charles Taylor was not wanted in Liberia for trial since Liberians agreed that the way to peace
was through the TR system, which was yet to commenced at the time of Taylor's extradition to Sierra
Leone in March 2006," analysts said.
How much the former Nigeria foot soldier considered the paradigm of the argument or cared to regard it
as worthy of the while of discussions on the Taylor-ECOWAS debacle is not clear, but he was adamant
that President Sirleaf was so powerful that it took her 'go ahead' to remove the so-called AU-backed
ECOWAS shield around Taylor.
"After the lady came to power everything changed," he said of Taylor's royal exile in Calabar under the
direct supervision and care of Donald Duke, the then Governor of Cross Rivers State. "She ditched
Obansanjo and Nigeria, turned her back on the ECOWAS leaders and the African Union and she became
even closer to Bush and the Americans," he claimed.
'Ditch' and 'turning her back' were word and phrase observers say do not fit the narrative, but then they
discovered that Mr. Fani-Koyode's judgment was clouded by a fury of the sort that prevented him from
putting the issues into the perspectives well known to knowledgeable players at the time.
And Fani-Koyode did not hide his disdain for Liberia, a nation which he said Nigeria single-handedly
liberated and which ungratefully turned around and undermined Nigeria's international political standing.
"This was a great irony because Nigerian troops were dying in Liberia for many years in an attempt to
bring peace to that country...Anyway Johnson-Sirleaf forgot all that and she started to talk only to the
Americans," he said.
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In his view, President Sirleaf had to side with the Americans in order to obtain financial support and that
the American's condition for the support was to demand Taylor's return to Liberia to face prosecution for
genocide and for funding the brutal civil war in Sierra Leone.
He did not bother to say why America would think that President Sirleaf's request for Taylor's return to
Liberia was all that was required to break the ECOWAS agreement to which, he said, the Americans
previously gave their blessing.
But he surprised observers when he took President Sirleaf out of the conspiracy equation, of which she
was supposed to be the mastermind, by noting that it was the Americans that double-crossed ACOWAS
and AU.
"The Americans did a complete u-turn, broke their word, violated the previous agreement, and sought to
turn all the African leaders that had guaranteed it, including Nigeria, into a bunch of unreliable and
spineless liars".
But he was not finished with President yet despite the open concession of error. He said all this happened
after she granted the United States' request and "formally and publically" requested Nigeria to hand over
Taylor, again shocking pundits and sending them wondering over how far former stooges were willing to
go to twist history for their own good.
According to him, Liberia's request to Nigeria emboldened the US to request Nigeria to turn over Taylor,
something he said President Obasanjo did not only reject, but sought the advice of ECOWAS and AU
about.
For a man fighting against the runs of history, he did not bother to say what ECOWAS and AU leaders
told Nigeria, but he noted that Nigeria decided to take the weird route at the pressure of the United States
by staging a fake escape and arresting Taylor few hours later at the Cameroon border with Nigeria.
Again, he implied that the pressure on Nigeria did not come from the US, which was hosting President
Obasanjo at the time but refused to address Nigeria's interest unless he released Taylor, but that it came
from President Sirleaf.
"When the pressure got too much and President Johnson-Sirleaf made a final and public demand for
Taylor to be returned to Liberia by Nigeria, Obasanjo ordered that he should be dropped at some border
post and allowed to go wherever he wanted rather than for us to formally hand him over to anyone. Now I
believe that this is where President Obasanjo may have made a mistake," he said.
Many say what Fani-Koyode called President Obasanjo's mistake and the ECOWAS and AU silence,
which he preferred not to allude to, did betray Taylor - if any player in the affairs did anything that
qualifies as betrayal.
"It is wrong and a disservice to country and to the spirit of patriotism for one to twist history so wryly
simply for one to unleash one's prejudice against a people in distress or their national leaders," said one
observer who said Fani-Koyode's 'fallacious attack' on President Sirleaf's credibility must not be seen as
an 'innocent twist of facts'.
He said this was so especially when, in the same breath that he accused the Liberian leader of betraying
her compatriot to a foreign tribunal, he lamented the unfairness of the world's sense of justice.
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"That tells you just how unfair and ridiculous the whole world system is," Fani-Koyode, implying that
issues of human rights and economy in Africa - like the extradition and trial of Taylor - were still being
largely decided by the West, leaving no room for independent action by African leaders.
By his own admission that all African leaders where pawns for various western interests, observers say, it
was difficult to see why the former Nigerian kitchen cabinet minister for many years decided to throw his
bias of events at President Sirleaf.
"But whatever drove him to such madness to unleash his claptrap," said one Liberian government official
who refused to be identified, "the likes of Femi Fani-Koyode must know that Liberia recognizes and hold
dear Nigeria's role in its civil war and that it would never do anything to betray that country's interest."
He said because of the brotherly relationship, which development between Liberia and Nigeria as the
result of the crises, the two countries were making stride at all fronts and that therefore individuals
Nigerians who for one reason or the other wanted to destroy that relationship needed to rethink their
decisions.
Observers' Take
Meanwhile political observers who spoke to this paper in the wake of the online article said there was
need for the Liberian and Nigerian governments to draw attention to the fallacy being perpetrated by such
Nigerian political insider as Femi Fani-Koyode in order to prevent it from taking roots.
They said not that the leaders of both countries do not know the facts surrounding Taylor's extradition, but
that because falsehood becomes fact when left unanswered.
They said the fact must be established that Liberia was not a signatory to the neither the agreement that
sent Taylor into exile or the Sierra Leonean hybrid court which wanted Taylor for crimes against
humanity.
That President Sirleaf who came to power three years after Taylor was indicted and two years after he
went into exile in Nigeria would be accused of betrayal for his extradition, according to the observers,
meant that there were individual out there with warped minds set on planting seeds of discord amongst
West African leaders.
"Liberia has no part in the hybrid court and was not required by the court to present Taylor. Taylor's
presence in Nigeria did not threaten Liberia as ECOWAS had put into place guarantees that prevented him
from violating the terms of his exile. So why did it have to take Liberia to extradite him as Fani-Koyode
alleged?" wondered university lecturer Bailey Kear.
Kear said the extradition of Taylor to Sierra Leone and onward to The Hague was the result of decisions
made at the levels of the United Nations and the in the parliaments of the United States and the United
Kingdom and that it was therefore unfair for the Nigeria writer to pin it on President Sirleaf.
"Implying that Ellen betrayed Taylor presupposed that she had the power to reverse the indictment
imposed on him three years before she came to power in January 2006; it presupposed also that
Obansanjo of Nigeria should have sacrificed the security of his country to withstand the global indictment
against Charles Taylor," Kear said.
In his view also, to imply that was to display the highest level of ignorance about global affairs and how
the Third World was often at the receiving end of decisions made in global power theatres in Bonn, Paris,
Washington D.C., London, Beijing (sometimes), and Moscow.
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"Implying that Ellen betrayed Taylor, most of all, is to show prejudice of matters concerning Liberia
and Liberians and their unfortunate past," he said.
Whatever Fani-Koyode's motives for the article were, analysts say, the bottom line is that he has finally
exposed himself for what he is and that Liberians and Nigerians will do well to watch out for what else he
is about to pull.
Copyright © 2010 The Analyst. All rights reserved. Distributed by AllAfrica Global Media
(allAfrica.com).
AllAfrica - All the Time
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United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
13 August 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia
UNFPA Donates to Health Ministry
[The Informer]
•
•
•
•
•
•

A twin cabin Toyota pickup has been donated by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) to the
Health Ministry.
The vehicle which cost USD$30,000 will go to the Jackson F. Doe Memorial Hospital in Tappita, Nimba
County.
UNFPA Resident Representative Esperance Fundire said the effort was made in support to the fight
against maternal mortality.
Speaking at the Health Ministry, Ms. Fundire hoped that the vehicle will be used to help people mainly
pregnant women have quick access to the hospital.
Accepting the vehicle on behalf of the Liberian Government, Health Minister Walter Gwenigale thanked the
UNFPA for the gesture and said that the contribution of the UN family to Liberia’s health sector is
enormous.
He pledged the Ministry’s commitment to properly take care of the vehicle.

Youth Empowerment is Important to Nation Building Process, Says UN Official
[Daily observer]
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Resident Representative of United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Esperance Fundire says youth
empowerment remains very important to any nation’s building process.
Speaking in Monrovia at programme marking the observance of International Youth Day, Ms. Fundire
challenged the youths to do what it takes to encourage people’s support toward them.
She said dialogue should always be used between government and young people in an effort to develop
mutual understanding on how to address challenges faced by young people and their government.
The UNFPA boss said they are working along with the Liberian Government to improve skills training,
employment, health, gender-based violence and the fight against HIV/AIDS among the young people in the
country.
Meanwhile the Federation on Liberian Youth (FLY) has lauded President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf for
submitting to the National Legislature the African Youth Charter.
FLY President Augustine Zayzay said when passed by the Legislature, African youths, especially Liberians
will begin to experience better living condition in the form of access to justice, education, employment and
others.

Local News on Liberian issues
New Human Rights Commissioners Submitted to Senate
[Heritage, The News, The Inquirer, New Democrat, In Profile Daily]
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has submitted to the Senate for confirmation seven nominees of the
Independent National Human Rights Commission (INHRC).
• They include Cllr. Punchu Leonard Bernard, chairperson, Cllr. Dempster Brown and Thomas Abu Bureh,
commissioners.
• Others are Boakai Dukuly, Ms. Macdilla Howard, Ms. Ruby Johnson Morris and James D. Torh.
• In a letter to the Senate, President Sirleaf asked the body to confirm her nominees.
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•
•

Under the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) Act, the INHRC is to ensure the implementation
of the TRC report.
The TRC report recommends prosecution and public office ban of alleged perpetrators and financiers of
Liberia’s brutal civil war.

Senate Imposes Sanction on Three Civil Society Groups
[Heritage, Daily Observer, The Inquirer, New Democrat, The Informer, In Profile Daily]
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Senate has imposed a sanction against three civil society institutions after holding them in Legislative
contempt.
The Senate said as part of the sanction, the groups must publish and broadcast a letter of retraction of their
insulting comments in the media for five days beginning Monday.
The groups include the Liberia Democracy Watch, Centre for Democratic Empowerment and Institute for
Democracy and Development.
The sanction relates to comments by the groups that the decision of the Legislature to pass a resolution on
the threshold Act reflected "a mentally impoverished leadership".
The Senate instituted the sanction Thursday after nearly five hours of hearing from two representatives of
the groups.
During the hearing, the groups’ spokesman, George Williams, expressed regrets for the choice of words,
saying it was a misjudgement.

CDC Announces Eight-party Coalition
[Liberia Journal]
•
•
•
•
•

The opposition Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) has announced the formation of a grand coalition
of eight political parties ahead of the 2011 elections.
They include National Democratic Party of Liberia, National Patriotic Party, True Whig Party, and Congress
for Democratic Change.
Others are National Vision Party, Liberia National Union, National Reformation Party and Progressive
Democratic Party.
A statement issued Thursday says the parties will sign a formal communiqué tomorrow Saturday and draw
up a policy document to guide the activities of the coalition.
The statement said following Saturday’s signing ceremony at the Monrovia City Hall, membership to the
coalition shall be declared open to all interested parties.

LNCG Officers Begins Training Onboard the MOHAWK Soon
[Daily Observer]
•
•
•
•
•

Seven officers of the Liberia National Coast Guard (LNCG) are to shortly begin two-week training onboard
the US Coast Guard Cutter, MOHAWK (WMEC 913) currently at the Freeport of Monrovia.
The commander of the military vessel, Robert Henderickson said the training will foster cooperation with
their Liberian counterparts.
Commander Henderickson said at the end of the training the seven Liberians will have acquired basic
knowledge in coast guard operations and other basic skills of the US Coast Guard.
He explained that the training will cover machinery, professional manner, and boat ride.
Assistant Defense Minister for Coast Guard Affairs, Timothy Grandole expressed hope that the seven men
will return with new ideas and skills.

Land Commission Conducts Studies on Land Laws and Disputes
[The Inquirer, The News]
•
•
•
•

Three international experts are expected to shortly arrive in the country as guests of the Land Commission
to conduct studies on land laws, management and conflict prevention.
A release from the Land Commission says the international experts include Dr. John Bruce, Dr. Mark
Marqurdt and Dr. Laurel Rose who will work closely with their Liberian counterparts to improve key policies
of the Land Commission of Liberia.
The release further said the visit of experts comes after a survey conducted by the World Bank in 2008 saw
the need for improvement in key areas of Liberia’s land policy.
The three-man working group will also assist the Liberian Government in land title, land title laws and
examining whether some foreign land policies can apply to Liberia.

•
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The challenge of post war land dispute and land dispute options are also expected to be at the top of
strategy planning.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
New Human Rights Commissioners Submitted to Senate
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Senate Imposes Sanction on Three Civil Society Groups
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
President Sirleaf Appoints Copyright, Industrial Property Boards
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has appointed Cllr. Negbalee Warner, chairperson of the Copyright Board.
• The President also named Dr. Joseph Saye Guannue, Dr. William Allen and Mr. Jones Dopoe as members.
• Other members are Clifford Robertson, Ambassador Marion Cassell, Ernest Bruce, Fato Wheremonger and
Mrs. Pam Taylor.
• According to an Executive Mansion release, the Copyright Board will guide the work of the Copyright Office,
which is responsible for the protection and promotion of literacy and artistic works such as books, poems,
cartoons and music choreography,
• In another development, President Sirleaf has also appointed Mrs. Mae Bright Urey, chairperson of the
Industrial Property Board.
• Other members of the Board include Grace Scotland, John Marshall, Jacob Daynuah, Tina Kpan, Ms.
Anyan Vohiri and Cllr. Sylvester Gbaintor.
• The Industrial Property Board is tasked to protect and promote Inventions/Innovation including Patents,
Trademarks, Industrial Designs, and Geographic Indications.
Montserrado Lawmaker Opposes Threshold Resolution
• Montserrado Representative Alomiza Ennos says she maintains her opposition for the threshold resolution
that has been signed into law by the President.
• Representative Ennos said the resolution violates the Constitution because it is not the responsibility of
lawmakers to apportion seats.
• The Montserrado lawmaker said the Legislature had other means of addressing the threshold issue rather
than going extra-constitutional.
• Representative Ennos spoke Thursday when she served as guest speaker at this year’s observance of
International Youth Day.
• The Youth for Community Academic and Development Services, YOCADS, organized the event under the
theme: "Dialogue and Mutual Understanding".
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
CDC Announces Eight-party Coalition
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Bomi, Gbarpolu Land Dispute Intensifies
• Tension remains high between Bomi and Gbarpolu counties over a contested parcel of land.
• Both counties are claiming the former industrial enclave of Sawmill situated few kilometres outside
Tubmanburg.
• Bomi Representative Tarnue Cooper argued that Sawmill falls under Bomi because the people there voted
for him in the 2005 elections.
• But Gbarpolu Senator Daniel Nathan dismissed the claim, alleging that the Bomi lawmaker was using an
old outdated map to claim the contested territory.
Nigerian Teachers Take up Assignment in Rural Liberia
• Four of several Nigerian teachers forwarded to assist Liberia’s education sector have been assigned at the
Cestos High School in River Cess County.
• They include Folayan Okawale, Otikor Sanderson, Shuibu Bawiga and Ahmed Yusuf.
• They will teach English Language, Mathematics, Biology and Physics at the school.
• During a welcome programme, the instructors promised to impart quality education to students in River
Cess.
• The Nigerian teachers are in Liberia for two years and will be paid by the Nigerian Government while River
Cess will provide accommodation.
• River Cess acting Education Officer, Advertus Gueh commended the Nigerian Government for the
partnership to help improve Liberia’s education sector.
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Woman, Granddaughter Killed in Canoe Wreck
• A canoe has capsized in River Cess County killing a woman and her granddaughter.
• They were among five people initially rescued and taken to the St. Francis Hospital in Cestos City.
• Three other survivors are currently being treated at the St. Francis Hospital.
• Reports say at least 20 people were onboard the canoe which capsized on the Cestos River Thursday
morning.
• Rescue operation has been launched for missing people.
• It is not yet clear what caused the canoe to capsize.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)
LNCG Officers Begin Training Onboard the MOHAWK Soon
International Clips on Liberia
UN Envoy advocates strong law enforcement for sustainable peace in Liberia
African Press Organization
The senior UN Envoy in Liberia, Ellen Margrethe Løj says the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), together
with its international partners, remains steadfast in supporting the Liberia National Police (LNP) to be fully and
independently capable of tackling law enforcement challenges in post-conflict Liberia. Decorating 120 officers of the
Nigeria Formed Police Unit (FPU) with the United Nations Peacekeeping Medal in the Liberian central city of
Gbarnga, she stressed that “effective law enforcement is necessary for Liberia to achieve a steady state of security
and sustainable peace.” Acknowledging the crucial role the LNP will play in next year’s elections, Ms. Løj said “it will
be extremely important for us to see increased development of the LNP, especially as we approach the elections in
2011,” adding, “the international community has been forthcoming with support towards this end, though much still
needs to be done.” The Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) pointed out that the successful
conduct of the elections would indicate to both the international community and Liberians that the country had taken
control of its democratic process, saying this would be a major step towards rebuilding a peaceful and stable nation.
She noted that it would take hard work and sacrifice to build a peaceful and stable Liberia, anchored on democratic
principles, the rule of law and human rights. However, she said, “I am confident that Liberian people will take that
challenge upon their shoulders.”
Larger-than-life cast of characters dominates Charles Taylor war crimes trial
www.canada.com
Hollywood, although it tried several times to draw the world's attention to modern-day genocide in Africa, would
have a tough time replicating the drama, horror, intrigue and deception on display as former Liberian president
Charles Taylor faces war crimes charges here. There is a larger-than-life cast of characters and celebrities —
dominated by Taylor, one of the targets of a recent global effort to prevent despots from pillaging their countries and
killing their citizens with impunity. Taylor, who allegedly worked with rebel thugs going by such monikers as
Superman, Rambo and Zigzag, stands accused of direct and indirect responsibility during the 1996-2002 period for
some of the most diabolical crimes against humanity since the Second World War. The soundproof, sickly green
court room walls in a sterile Dutch courthouse seem pregnant with the ghastly stories of rape, mutilation, hacked-off
limbs, torture and murder recounted here since 2007 about events in Liberia and neighbouring Sierra Leone. But
these soul-crushing accounts, including the alleged live burial of a screaming, pregnant woman in Taylor's back
yard, have been eclipsed by the recent arrival of witness stand "stars" — the hot-tempered supermodel Naomi
Campbell, the catwalk queen's estranged ex-agent Carole White and the earnest though scattered actress-activist
Mia Farrow.

International Clips on West Africa
Ivory Coast
Ivorian cocoa farmers battle disease at season end
Reuters
Sheltered from the tropical rain by a dense cocoa forest, three Ivorian farmers sit by a pile of cocoa pods and slice
them open. More than half of them are rotting with black fungus. Tipping the beans from the yellow, healthy pods
into one bag and those from the disease-ridden ones into another, they lament that heavy rain this year has spread
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the rot. "See all those black pods?" said Kouman N'Guttia, holding up a shrivelled specimen and cutting it open
to reveal an inside so decayed he had to throw it out. "When they're like this, we lose out. We wonder why, despite
our careful husbandry, we still got black pod," the farmer told Reuters in the west's coastal area of Sassandra.
Farmers in the west of Ivory Coast, the world's top cocoa growing nation, have battled black pod fungus for weeks
after heavy rains brought the damp conditions in which it thrives. Exceptional rain has largely boosted Ivory Coast's
2009/10 harvest and enabled arrivals to ports this season to almost keep par with last year's level despite long-term
structural decline due to ageing trees.
AU welcomes Côte d’Ivoire’s decision to hold national elections
APA
The Peace and Security Council (PSC) of the African Union (AU) Commission on Thursday welcomed the decision
made by the Ivorian authorities to hold the long-delayed national elections in October 2010 in that country. The
council expressed its appreciation for this initiative after holding a meeting late on Wednesday in Addis Ababa on
the situation in Cote d’Ivoire. “Council paid tribute to the President, the Prime Minister and all the Ivorian
stakeholders, including the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) for living up to their commitment to hold
elections in 2010 and particularly noted the progress made in the process of exit from the crisis, in particular, the
arrangements made, on a consensual basis, for fixing the date of the presidential election to 31 October 2010,” said
the PSC statement. Council also requested the Electoral Commission to publish, as soon as possible, the calendar
of all activities leading to the presidential election and urged the government, the political class and all concerned
Ivorian parties to make every effort to ensure compliance with the deadline.
UN mission, French Licorne force discuss security for Cote d'Ivoire election
Xinhua
Officials of the UN peacekeeping mission in Cote d'Ivoire (ONUCI) and the French Licorne force met on Thursday
to discuss security for the first presidential elections to be held in October in the West African country since 2005.
Licorne commander Jean Pierre Pallasset said after the meeting, "We also talked about the mounting in power of
the Centre of Integrated Command, to which the security part of the process has been confided." The command
also involves the former government army FDS and the ex-rebel forces FAFN. "We are in the process of working to
ensure that security holds in better conditions. There is no reason for this being bad," said the Licorne chief, in
reference to the joint work of the four- party command. Cote d'Ivoire recently fixed the election date on Oct. 31 after
repeatedly postponing the polls for a variety of reasons, especially differences between the government and the exrebel New Forces (NF).
UNOCI chief resumes consultations with actors in Ivorian peace process
African Press Organization
The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for Côte d’Ivoire, Y. J. Choi, has resumed
consultations with the different protagonists in the peace process, after a few weeks leave, said Hamadoun Touré,
Spokesman for the United Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI), on Thursday, in Abidjan. Speaking at the
Mission’s weekly press conference, Mr. Touré said that the consultations were aimed at renewing “contacts to
reiterate UNOCI’s support to the electoral process and reunification so that the presidential election is held on 31
October 2010″. Recalling UNOCI’s encouragement to the Ivorian parties to pay close attention to the circular which
states that the appeals process will end on 26 August 2010, Mr. Touré urged them to “implement everything to
create the environment necessary to ensure that the date becomes irreversible”. He also said that the process for
the production of the definitive electoral list was going on, with the end of the administrative phase of the appeals
process and the beginning of the judicial phase. The Spokesperson said that better sensitization of the population
could help reinforce the capacity for the consolidation and production of the electoral list. “UNOCI encourages the
Independent Electoral Commission to resolve the recurrent problems to pave the way to elections,” Mr. Touré
added.
Ivory Coast raises funds for new Abidjan Bridge
AFP
Ivory Coast authorities have launched a bond issue of 62 billion CFA francs (94.5 million euros / 120.6 million
dollars) to finance a new toll bridge in Abidjan, the investment bank chief said Friday. "This work, completed by a
highway interchange, is a vital project for the economy of the country," Victor Nembelessini, director general of the
National Bank for Investment (BNI) in Ivory Coast, told AFP. The aim is to have a bridge to draw traffic away from
the two existing toll bridges built over the Ebrie Lagoon, one of which ends in the port of Abidjan, Ivory Coast's
commercial capital. The BNI on July 26 issued on to the financial markets 6.2 million bonds at the unitary price of
10,000 CFA francs (15.2 euros) for a month, at an interest rate of seven percent over the period 2010-2017. In total,
this would represent more than a third of the overall cost of the bridge, estimated at 255.8 million euros.
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Sierra Leone
Sierra Leone Urged to Copy Gambia Style
http://allafrica.com
A renowned Sierra Leonean journalist, Samuel John, who claimed to have got some insight into the seriousness the
Gambia put into their youth football, has tasked his nation to take sports to the grassroots, as it's being done in a
country like The Gambia which has become a thorn in the flesh of Sierra Leoneans - thanks to proper planning and
coaching abilities. In a recent commentary, provoked by Sierra Leone's shock elimination from the African Youth
Championship qualifiers in the hands of brave Gambians, journalist John writes: "Yes indeed, here we go again
taking our exit from yet another aged competition in the African soccer scene. And what a mockery last Saturday's
exit was for us tax payers after we heard of 'fake' promises that they would eliminate the well-trained and organized
Gambian side. What a mockery to us who heard those promises last Saturday morning in which SLFA Vice
President Joseph Kelfalla was day dreaming in his promises of a Le25m and above purse if the boys defeated the
Gambians.
****
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Daily Monitor (Uganda)
Monday, 16 August 2010

Ogoola and Kikonyogo clock retirement age

TIME UP: Principal Judge James Ogoola (L) and Laetitia Kikonyogo is about to reach retirement age.
FILE PHOTOS
By Alfred Nyongesa Wandera
Posted Monday, August 16 2010 at 00:00
The Principal Judge James Ogoola, famed for his works of poetry, yesterday clocked 65 years, the
retirement age for High Court judges.
And the Deputy Chief Justice Laetitia Mukasa Kikonyogo, will make 70 on September 2, leaving two top
vacancies in the Judiciary up for grabs.
But Article 144 of the Constitution extends the tenure of retiring justices by three months to enable them
complete any pending work on their desks. Although there seems to be laxity in sending off the two top
judicial officers, some names are being touted for their replacement.
Justice Stella Amoko Arach, recently elevated to Court of Appeal, is thought to be the most probable
replacement for Justice Kikonyogo.
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On gentleman’s understanding and in order to elevate women in higher positions in society, the position
of the Deputy Chief Justice is always preserved for a woman judge.
But some pundits argue that the Supreme Court’s Justice Bart Magunda Katureebe might replace Justice
Kikonyogo and Justice Arach made the Principal Judge.
Justice Julia Sebutinde, a judge with the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone, is also thought to
be a replacement for Justice Kikonyogo, considering her vast experience in international justice.
Sebutinde’s term
Justice Sebutinde’s term at the UN-backed court expires this year and she may be recalled home, although
her term can as well be renewed.
But there is another school of thought that Justice Kikonyogo may as well be handed a contract after her
retirement and continue serving in her current position. Daily Monitor yesterday established that the
Judiciary has not submitted to the Judicial Service Commission (JSC) the vacant positions that should be
filled up.
“As far as the commission is concerned, we have not received any communication from the Judiciary that
there are vacant positions there. But when they communicate to us, then we shall act accordingly,” said
Mr Kagole Kivumbi, the JSC permanent secretary.
President Museveni’s press secretary Tamale Mirundi said the President is aware of the need to replace
both Justices Kikonyogo and Ogoola.
“The country should not be worried because the President will replace them soon. He knows when to act
and we should not compel him,” said Mr Mirundi.
The Judiciary spokesperson, Mr Elias Kisawuzi, told Daily Monitor yesterday that sending off judicial
officers requires a lot of preparations like the retirement package, adding that that could be the reason the
replacements have not yet been made.

