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Charlestaylortrial.org (The Hague)
Monday, 16 August 2010
Liberia: Issa Sesay Denies the RUF Was Created and Supported by Charles Taylor
Alpha Sesay
As the cross-examination of Charles Taylor's 19th defense witness moves into a second week, prosecutors
today put to Issa Hassan Sesay that Sierra Leone's main rebel group was created and supported by Mr.
Taylor, an assertion that the witness disputed.
Prosecutors have maintained that the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) was created with substantial
support from Mr. Taylor. In addition, prosecutors allege the former president, while he served as leader of
his own rebel group, the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL), helped train RUF fighters in Sierra
Leone and equipped them to invade Sierra Leone in March 1991. Prosecutors further accuse Mr. Taylor of
meeting RUF leader Foday Sankoh in Libya, and the two men planned the invasion of Liberia and Sierra
Leone respectively. Mr. Taylor has denied these allegations.
"You know that the RUF was created with the acquiescence and support of Charles Taylor," prosecution
counsel Nicholas Koumjian stated to Mr. Sesay today.
"Well, I cannot explain because I was not there when Mr. Sankoh and Mr. Taylor discussed," Mr. Sesay
responded.
"Most of the RUF fighters I knew at the base [camp where RUF fighters were trained], it was Pa Kallon
[Senior adviser to Mr. Sankoh] who took them to the base," he added.
Mr. Koumjian today read several testimonies from previous witnesses before the Special Court for Sierra
Leone in Freetown that explained how the RUF recruited fighters in Liberia. According to Mr. Koumjian,
RUF fighters were recruited from among people who had been arrested by NPFL rebels in Liberia. One of
the testimonies read in court today was that of Morris Kallon, a former RUF commander who, like Mr.
Sesay, has been convicted by the Special Court for Sierra Leone judges in Freetown for his role in the
Sierra Leonean conflict and is presently serving a 40 year jail sentence in Rwanda. Mr. Kallon explained
in his testimony that RUF leaders removed him from the custody of NPFL fighters and took him to the
training base at Camp Naama in Liberia. Prosecutors say that such a recruitment drive and training by the
RUF inside NPFL territory could not have happened without Mr. Taylor's knowledge.
Mr. Taylor has denied knowledge of any such activities. When asked about these allegations, Mr. Sesay
also told the court that he had no idea that the RUF had recruited fighters from NPFL controlled areas and
that Mr. Taylor did not provide any support to the RUF while they underwent training at Camp Naama.
"It was obvious to you that the RUF was created and supported by Charles Taylor, but you just don't want
to say that because you are here to protect Charles Taylor," Mr. Koumjian told Mr. Sesay.
"No. That is not true. It was Mr. Sankoh who created the RUF. It was Mr. Sankoh who trained the RUF,
and he used to tell us that he was supported by his brother Pa Kallon and Pa Kallon told us the same thing
at Pendembu," Mr. Sesay said.
"Mr. Sesay, you are clever, it's clear to you that none of this could have been done without the consent of
Charles Taylor," Mr. Koumjian put to Mr. Sesay again.
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In response, Mr. Sesay said, "Well, if you assess it that way, but I have to believe what Mr. Sankoh told
me...but Mr. Sankoh did not tell me that he had links with Mr. Taylor...according to him, he was Mr.
Taylor's friend and he was responsible for his own revolution."
Mr. Sesay's account of how and where Mr. Taylor and Mr. Sankoh met, however, contradicted what Mr.
Taylor told the court in his testimony in 2009. According to Mr. Taylor, he never met Mr. Sankohin
Libya. Mr. Taylor explained in his testimony that when United Liberation Movement for Democracy in
Liberia (ULIMO) rebels started attacking the NPFL withsupport from the government of Sierra Leone, he
asked to meet the leader of the RUF because he realized the need to collaborate with the RUF to curtail
attacks from ULIMO and the Sierra Leone government. Mr. Taylor said that was the first time he met Mr.
Sankoh. Mr. Sesay today gave a different story.
When asked to tell the court what Mr. Sankoh told him about how he met Mr. Taylor, Mr. Sesay said,
"According to Mr. Sankoh, he said he met Mr. Taylor in Libya and later in Liberia because Mr. Sankoh
and his men were also training in Libya."
Mr. Sesay, however, added, "Mr. Sankoh told us that he was not the leader in Libya, it was Allie Kabbah
who was the leader."
Before the RUF invasion of Sierra Leone in 1991, Mr. Sankoh made a satellite phone call to the BBC
where he announced that the RUF will invade Sierra Leone in 90 days if the country's then leader, Joseph
Saidu Momoh, did not step down as president. While Mr. Sesay admitted that Mr. Sankohdid not have a
satellite phone at this time, he said he could not tell whether the RUF leader had used the satellite phone
that Mr. Taylor was using at that time to communicate with the international media.
When asked whether "Foday Sankoh's threat, the 90 day ultimatum, was made on Charles Taylor's
satellite phone," Mr. Sesay said, "I don't know that."
Mr. Sesay agreed that the RUF invasion in Sierra Leone was moved to an earlier date in March 1991
because of border clashes that took place between NPFL fighters and Sierra Leone Army (SLA) forces in
Bomaru, eastern Sierra Leone. When these clashes between the NPFL and the SLA occurred, the RUF
used that opportunity to immediately invade Sierra Leone, Mr. Sesay said. He explained that Mr. Sankoh
and other NPFL commanders, including Anthony Menkunagbe and Oliver Varney, brought four trucks
that were used to transport RUF fighters from Camp Naama to the Sierra Leone-Liberian border where
they entered Bomaru.
Mr. Koumjian also tried to impeach Mr. Sesay's credibility by pointing out that he lied to the court when
he testified that the RUF did not use children under 15 years of age for combat purposes or that the RUF
did not force civilians to work in diamond mines.
Mr. Sesay's cross-examination continues on Tuesday.
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Thisday Online
Monday, 16 August 2010
http://www.thisdayonline.com/nview.php?id=180840
Between Naomi’s Blood Diamonds and War Victims
By Francis Moneke
The hitherto quiet trial of Charles Taylor drew significant international attention with the appearance of British
supermodel, Naomi Campbell. On the application of the Prosecutor, the Special Court for Sierra Leone subpoenaed
Campbell on grounds that she received a gift of diamonds from the former Liberian President at a dinner hosted by
Nelson Mandela in September, 1997.
Taylor was indicted on March 7, 2003 on a 17-count indictment (amended in 2006 and reduced to 11 counts) for
crimes against humanity, violations of Article 3 common to the Geneva Conventions and of Additional Protocol II
(commonly known as war crimes), and other serious violations of international humanitarian law during the civil
conflict in Sierra Leone that lasted from 1991 to 2002, and claimed the lives of more than 250,000 innocent
civilians whilst leaving millions of others displaced, traumatised, maimed and impoverished. These crimes covered
under Articles 2, 3 & 4 of the Statute of the Special Court for Sierra Leone consist of: terrorism, unlawful killings,
sexual violence, physical violence, use of child soldiers, abductions, forced labour, and looting. It is alleged that
Taylor is individually responsible for these crimes under Article 6 (1) of the Statute particularly by permitting and
enabling the crimes or otherwise aiding and abetting via his diamonds-for-arms dealings with the rebels.
The hybrid Court, which was set up jointly by the UN and the government of Sierra Leone in 2002 pursuant to
Security Council Resolution 1315 of 2000, was mandated to try individuals mostly responsible for war crimes and
crimes against humanity committed during the decade long civil strife in the world’s poorest country. The Court
was moved from its original base in Freetown to The Hague on the request of Liberian President, Mrs Johnson
Sirleaf, mooting a suspicion that the trial of Mr. Taylor may jeopardise security in the region.
In their testimonies before the Court, former fighters of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) – the main
machinery that engineered the conflict – stated that Mr. Taylor received diamonds from the RUF commanders in
return for regular supply of arms and ammunition, and that it was Taylor who appointed Issa Hassan Sesay as the
Interim leader of the RUF, thus claiming that Taylor was effectively in control of the group and directed its
operations. It was their testimony that the RUF was the dearly begotten offspring of Taylor’s National Patriotic
Front of Liberia (NPFL). However, Issa Sesay, who has himself been convicted for his part in the war, testified for
the accused and repudiated the allegations of his former comrades alleging that the Prosecutor had made promises
to them, which gave them the prospect of making some quick cash with their ‘false’ testimonies. He denied that
Taylor was his boss, and said that his boss was Foday Sankoh. (Let us pretend we didn’t know Sankoh was a close
ally of Taylor).
The Prosecution which had earlier closed its case on 27th February, 2009 after calling 91 witnesses, applied to
reopen its case to call three other witnesses that would, as it were, cement the evidence that Mr. Taylor actually
received diamonds from the RUF in return for arms. The three witnesses sought to be called were Naomi Campbell,
Mia Farrow and Carol White, all of whom were together during the 1997 dinner in South Africa. The Open Society
Justice Initiative, an International NGO monitoring the proceedings, has argued that the timing of the dinner is
crucial because if the story is established as true, it proves that Taylor was in possession of at least one rough-cut
diamond the month after the rebels came to see him, and the month before the rebels received a large shipment of
weapons in October, 1997.
Campbell in her “big inconvenience for me” testimony on August 5, 2010 stated that she was woken up from sleep
by two strange men who handed her a pouch saying it was a gift for her. She made no inquiries as to the identities
of the men or that of the benevolent giver of the gift because she was quite drowsy from deep sleep. She opened the
gift pouch in the morning and discovered, disappointedly, “a few stones, they were very small, dirty looking
stones”. She claimed that one of her two mates – Farrow or White – suggested the gift must have been from Taylor,
and she believed so herself. This testimony was not exactly what the prosecution expected, and Prosecution Counsel
asked Campbell whether she was evading the truth because of her fear of Taylor. This question met with an
objection from the Defence Counsel that Prosecution could not impeach its own witness, and the Court upheld this
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objection. Campbell was asked in cross examination by the Defence Counsel whether the suggestion by her mates
as to the source of the gift was not mere speculation, but she wouldn’t know about this, all she knew was that she
supposed the gift to be from Taylor. Taken in isolation, this testimony is indeed mere speculation and does not
establish beyond doubt that Taylor had some diamonds in his possession at the material time. Hence the testimonies
of Farrow and White became critical to the Prosecution’s case. Unfortunately, their testimonies contradicted that of
Campbell and were inconsistent with each other. But the common ground was that Campbell actually knew without
a doubt that the gift was from Taylor, and made a mouth of it long before its arrival. However, while Farrow
claimed Campbell told her it was a huge diamond, White said she actually saw about five pieces of diamond.
Defence Counsel sought to discredit Farrow and White as tainted witnesses because whilst White has a civil suit
against Campbell, Farrow on her part is a voluble advocate for the prosecution of African leaders who have
committed serious human rights violations, and had beckoned on Campbell to step forward and testify against
Taylor. Really, the contradictions and inconsistencies not to say the apparent underlying motives of these witnesses
may seem to whittle down the weight to be attached to their testimony.
It could really well be, as suggested by Prosecution Counsel, Ms Brenda Hollis, that Campbell refrained from
saying all that she knew or telling the tale exactly the way it transpired because of fear for her safety and that of her
family. In fairness to her, she is not to blame for so doing, what with her confession that her only knowledge of the
person of Taylor was that of a man who had killed hundreds of people. Thus testifying before the Court in the
presence of Taylor was justifiable an inconvenience for her. One wonders if the Prosecution made any attempt to
ensure, in accordance with Rule 34 of Rules of Procedure and Evidence of the Court, that the Registrar applied to
the Court for arrangements as to short-term and long-term security of Ms. Campbell and her relations, and that she
was duly advised of such arrangements before her testimony. Information about such arrangements might have
given her more guts – if that was what she lacked, that is.
A learned scholar has argued that the blood diamonds were not the cause of the war in Sierra Leone, but that the
mining and trading of these precious stones fuelled the conflict. This is only partly true; whilst it is correct that the
diamond was used to fund the conflict, one must also keep in mind that the war was caused largely because the
rebels were buoyed by an inordinate ambition to secure absolute control of the country to be able to exercise full
proprietary powers of the State’s mineral resources, especially the blood diamonds. We must also not lose sight of
the fact that the do or die struggle for power in most countries in Africa is predicated on the winner takes all attitude
to power. Thus, quest for power is actuated not by any sense of service but rather by inordinate greed that informs
the corrupt and wanton commandeering of State’s resources at the expense of the hapless citizens. Nigeria’s
political terrain exemplifies this proposition very aptly – what about blood oil!
All said, question is: what have we done about the millions that continue to suffer in Sierra Leone years after the
conflict? The criminal justice system is necessary to hold the perpetrators to account and to serve as deterrence to
others who may be inclined to commit such gross violations of human rights. However the criminal justice process
does not in any way bring succour to the victims. Conviction of the perpetrators “will hardly advance their
conditions; what they need is a movement that channels their frustrations into articulate demands that evoke
responses from the political process”. This is a call to NGOs and lawyers in Sierra Leone to rise on behalf of these
victims, so that they can obtain practical and tangible justice. Fair enough the Special Court’s Rules of Procedure
and Evidence under Rule 105 enables a victim to bring an action in a national court for compensation. Although it
is a minus that the Special Court itself cannot order for compensation, Rule 105 at least provides the victims some
lean rope to hang unto.
•Moneke, a Chevening Scholar, holds an L.LM in International Human Rights Law from the University of London
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Sydney Morning Herald
Saturday, 14 August 2010
Celebrity mini-drama cheapens trial Gideon Boas
Instead of the evils of blood diamonds, it's the foolish rich and famous.
ONE of the most important international criminal trials since the Milosevic case is under way before the
Special Court for Sierra Leone, sitting in The Hague. Charles Taylor, the president of Liberia from 1997
to 2003, stands trial for his responsibility for war crimes and crimes against humanity committed during
the Sierra Leone civil war.
As a powerful warlord, he was also heavily involved in two bloody civil wars in Liberia. Indeed, his
resume of violence is impressive. Only the second international criminal trial against a former head of
state, and emblematic of the war that cost tens of thousands of lives (many civilian) and displaced more
than 2 million people, the Taylor trial is a grave and significant event in the milieu of international law,
politics and justice.
Yet, following the proceedings of this trial over the past week, one might be forgiven for thinking that it
has become the set of a poorly cast movie. First came the testimony of supermodel Naomi Campbell, who
stated that her appearance before the court was a ''big inconvenience'' and that she did not even know there
was a country called Liberia at the time of the events.
Her evidence concerns events that took place in 1997 at a charity event in South Africa hosted by Nelson
Mandela. Campbell testified that, following the dinner at which then-president Taylor was in attendance,
she received a small packet delivered to her door in the middle of the night by two unknown men.
She apparently did not open the packet until the following morning, when she was disappointed to find a
bunch of dirty little stones, or ''pebbles''. As the supermodel says, she was used to receiving her diamonds
shiny and in a box.
Enter stage left, Mia Farrow along with Campbell's agent at the time, Carol White, who both breakfasted
with Campbell the next morning. According to Farrow's testimony, Campbell expressed great excitement
at being given a ''huge diamond'' by Taylor. This contradicts Campbell's evidence that it was Farrow who
told her that these ''pebbles'' were diamonds and that they were probably a gift from Taylor.
White, for her part, testified to the flirtation over dinner between Campbell and Taylor (Taylor's lawyer in
cross-examination even seemed to suggest to Campbell that she gave Taylor her telephone number) and
that she overheard Taylor telling Campbell he would have some diamonds sent to her.
The plot thickens. Somebody is lying. At least two of the interlocutors apparently have cause to do so.
Campbell has a reputation to protect, and knowingly receiving diamonds from a warlord with the blood of
many innocents on his hands is no doubt far from desirable. She now also faces investigation by South
African police and possible criminal charges for having received the diamonds. It is not implausible to
think that she received legal advice about this before testifying, and removing any trace of knowledge on
her part that these were blood diamonds from Taylor would undoubtedly help her position.
As for White, she is in a legal dispute with Campbell, and the suggestion has been made that her account
of events is untrue and designed to harm Campbell's reputation and credibility. Only Farrow has no
obvious motive for misrepresenting the truth, and yet her testimony is materially inconsistent with both
Campbell's and White's accounts and the nature of the diamonds actually received.
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Whoever is lying and for whatever reason, this melodrama has served to mask an important point. What
is the prosecution up to? The purpose of Campbell's testimony was to prove that Taylor was in South
Africa at the time selling blood diamonds to purchase weapons. If the testimony of these ''star'' witnesses
is the prosecution's best evidence linking Taylor to these events, then its case is in a sorry shape.
Another, even less flattering possibility exists. There is no doubt a temptation in such proceedings to
dramatise events, and the presence of a witness such as Campbell adds a certain notoriety.
The appearance of a supermodel testifying to receiving diamonds from a former president at a dinner
hosted by Mandela adds a sexy element to the case.
Whatever the prosecution's motive for leading this evidence, its effect has been far from serving justice.
The mini-drama manufactured by the prosecution has damaged the trial. It has exposed the sometimes
foolishness and ignorance of the rich and famous and provided a depressing contrast between celebrity
life and the lives of those directly affected by the mining and sale of blood diamonds. The only
beneficiaries have been the tabloids, gossip magazines and, perhaps, Taylor.
Dr Gideon Boas is a lecturer at the Monash University Law School and a former senior legal officer at
the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.

Source: The Age
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
16 August 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia
UNMIL
UN Envoy Assures Strong Law Enforcement
[Liberian Express, The Punch, The Inquirer, The New Republic, National Chronicle, The Informer]
•
•
•

•

The head of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), Ms. Ellen Margrethe Løj, says together with its
international partners, remains steadfast in supporting the Liberia National Police (LNP) to be fully and
independently capable of tackling law enforcement challenges in post-conflict Liberia.
Decorating 120 officers of the Nigeria Formed Police Unit (FPU) with the United Nations Peacekeeping
Medal in Gbarnga, Bong County, Ms. Løj said “effective law enforcement is necessary for Liberia to achieve
a steady state of security and sustainable peace.”
Acknowledging the crucial role the LNP will play in next year’s elections, Ms. Løj said “it will be extremely
important for us to see increased development of the LNP, especially as we approach the elections in
2011,” adding, “the international community has been forthcoming with support towards this end, though
much still needs to be done.”
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General pointed out that the successful conduct of the
elections would indicate to both the international community and Liberians that the country had taken
control of its democratic process, saying this would be a major step towards rebuilding a peaceful and
stable nation.

Other UN News
UNCST, SIDA Turn over Geetroh District Administrative Building
[National Chronicle, The New Republic]
•
•
•
•

The United Nations County Support Team (UNCST) in collaboration with the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) has turned over a newly constructed administrative building to
the people of Geetroh in Sinoe County.
During the handover ceremony, the head of the UNCST in Sinoe County, Abibu Tamu said the money for
the project was provided by the Joint United Nations Programme in Liberia and SIDA.
He noted that as part of the plan three district administrative buildings namely Beajah in Bomi County,
Compound Three in Grand Bassa County and Geetroh in Sinoe County were to be built at a cost of
USD$600,000.
He praised the Liberia Government for providing USD$90,000 for the three buildings with each of the
county providing US$30,000.

Local News on Liberian issues
President Sirleaf Highlights Progress on Roads Repair
[Public Agenda, The Monitor, Liberia Journal]
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf says progress is being made to improve the deplorable road conditions in
the Country.
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• President Sirleaf stressed efforts are mainly being exerted to tackle the bad road situation in the
southeastern region despite the resource constraints.
• She made the statement after being briefed by Methodist Bishop John Innis about the development
programmes of the Church.
• Bishop Innis informed the President of the Methodist Church’s activities in the areas of education, health,
agriculture and social welfare.
• The Methodist Bishop also spoke of the bad road condition in the southeast which he said is affecting the
work of the Church.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Revised Maritime Authority Act Drafted
[Daily Observer, The News]
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reports say the Executive Mansion has drafted a revised Liberia Maritime Authority (LMA) Act for
submission to the National Legislature for enactment into law.
The draft bill has reportedly been forwarded to the Justice Ministry by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf for
advice before it is submitted to the National Legislature.
Unlike the previous bill that was enacted by both Houses of the Legislature, the revised Act contains what
analysts and critics of the LMA Act referred to as 'compromises.'
For example, the LMA's control of over 70% of all maritime revenues as enshrined in the first Act is not in
the revised Act, but it is left open.
This, however, shows that the LMA would enjoy financial autonomy even though it is not stated as to the
percentage of the total maritime revenues that would be retained by the Authority.
This provision became one of the contentious issues that were raised by critics of the first LMA Act.

House Examines US$3 Billion BHP Billiton Agreement
[National Chronicle, Heritage, The Monitor]
•
•
•
•
•

The House of Representatives is today beginning a joint hearing into the US$3 billion agreement between
Liberia and BHP Billiton.
The House said the joint hearing into the mineral development agreement is intended to scrutinize the
agreement for possible ratification.
A statement says the hearing will be conducted by the Committees on Investment Lands, Mines and
Natural Resources, Contracts and Monopolies and Judiciary.
The Ministers of Finance, Justice, Lands, Mines and Energy and the Chairman of the National Investment
Commission are to appear to speak on the advantages and disadvantages of the contract.
The BHP Billiton agreement is expected to pave the way for new iron ore operations in Nimba, Bong, Grand
Bassa and Margibi Counties.

CBL Inaugurates Banking Institute
[Daily Observer, The Inquirer]
•
•
•
•
•

The Central Bank of Liberia (CBL) has launched Banking Institute in Liberia.
The Institute, according to CBL officials, will serve as training hub for young Liberians interested in the
pursuit of banking career.
Formal ceremonies for the launch of the Institute took place Friday, 13 August 2010at the CBL Training
Centre on Warren Street.
In his special remarks, CBL Executive Governor J. Mills Jones said human resource development is
cardinal to the Bank's efforts, especially giving its vision to expand the banking system where it intends to
introduce a more modern and professional approach to the conduct of banking in the country.
Board chairpersons, managing directors and presidents of commercial banks as well as the Liberian
Bankers Association, attended the launching.

Two AFL Soldiers Expelled for Misconduct
[The Informer]
•
•

The Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL) has with immediate effect expelled from its ranks two soldiers for
misconduct.
Privates Robert Kokulo and Pajibo Lester were dishonorably discharged from the AFL for illegal possession
of marijuana and act of forgery respectively.
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•
•
•
•

According to the AFL Guardian Newspaper, Private Kokulo was arrested with the marijuana on July 23
this year by agents of the Drug Enforcement Agency while Private Lester superimposed his photograph on
Private Zaza Mulbah’s church ID card to collect his February and March salaries.
The paper maintains the acts by the two soldiers violate the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ).
In its August 2010 edition, the paper said the legal section of the AFL thoroughly investigated the accounts
of the two soldiers before reaching a decision.
Private Robert Kokulo belonged to the Military Police Company, while Private Pajibo Lester was a member
of the Armed Forces Training Command.

Former LTA Boss Pleads Not Guilty
[Daily Observer]
•

•
•
•

The trial of former Liberia Telecommunications Authority (LTA) chairman Albert N. Bropleh, accused of
economic sabotage, misuse of public money, property or record, theft, illegal disbursement and expenditure
of public money, has begun at the Tubmanburg Courthouse in Bomi County, with the accused pleading not
guilty as charged.
After he was arraigned before the court presided over by Judge Benedict W. Holt Thursday, the Sheriff
reported that Mr. Bropleh was “emphatic” in his plea of not guilty “to all the charges levied against him in the
indictment”.
Bropleh's indictment stemmed from a row that erupted at the LTA ending with his detention by the House of
Representatives.
The charges state that as chairman of LTA, he unilaterally instructed the comptroller to pay US$15,097
through five checks to a bogus company that never received the money.

FDP Executive, Several Others Join Liberty Party
[The Inquirer]
•

An executive and several members of the Free Democratic Party (FDP) have denounced their
memberships with the party and crossed over to the opposition Liberty Party.
• Mr. Jeremiah Brown, Vice Chairman for Mobilization of the FDP said their decision was triggered by the
political ideologies of the Liberty Party.
• Mr. Brown believes the Liberty Party has the best platform to lead Liberia and vowed to support it to the
fullest.
• For his part, the political leader of the Liberty Party, Cllr. Charles Brumskine welcomed the former FDP
partisans and lauded them for joining the party.
• He assured the party would continue on its platform of reconciliation, reform, recovery and rebuilding.
“New CDC” Marks New Birth of Liberia, Declares NPP Chairman Emeritus
[Heritage, The Inquirer, The New Republic, National Chronicle, Liberia Journal, The News, New Democrat, The
Informer]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Chairman Emeritus of the National Patriotic Party (NPP), Chief Cyril Allen, has described the signing of
a joint communiqué by four opposition political parties as a new birth for Liberia.
The four parties that signed the joint communiqué are: the National Patriotic Party (NPP), Liberia National
Union (LINU), Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) and Progressive Democratic Party (PRODEMP).
The joint communiqué brings the four parties under one umbrella with a new nomenclature called Coalition
of Democratic Change (CDC) for the 2011 general and presidential elections.
Chief Allen said the joint communiqué is aimed at promoting national unity and everlasting peace amongst
Liberians, which he said, has not been a reality under the Unity Party led government.
Also speaking at the signing ceremony, the political leader of LINU, Cllr. Winston Tubman, said the ruling
Unity Party has used state assets to gain more popularity, and so the new CDC will do all it can to oust it
out of power in the 2011 elections.
For her part, the Chairman of the Congress for Democratic Change (CDC), Montserrado Senator Geraldine
Doe Sherrif said the new CDC is being formulated in order to liberate Liberians through the ballots and not
bullets, and as such it has brought together those who she said have the country at heart.
The signing took place Saturday, 14 August 2010 in Monrovia.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
President Sirleaf Highlights Progress on Roads Repair
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
House Examines US$3 Billion BHP Billiton Agreement
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Bill to Elect County Superintendents Introduced
• A bill seeking the election of County Superintendents and District Commissioners has been submitted to
the House of Representatives.
• The Governance Commission submits the bill with a view to amend Article 54d of the Liberian Constitution,
which provides for the President to appoint County Superintendents and other local County officials.
• In a letter to the House, the Governance Commission however said after series of consultations across
Liberia it was necessary to amend the Constitutional provision.
• The Commission said under the proposed Act, County Superintendents and District Commissioners will be
elected for a term of six years and shall be removed or impeached for a cause subject to Legislative
hearings.
• House spokesman Isaac Redd said the Governance Commission is of the view that the election of key local
officials would ensure government’s decentralization and participatory democracy.
• He said the proposed Act has been sent to the committees on Good Governance, Judiciary and Internal
Affairs for review in one week.
Two AFL Soldiers Expelled for Misconduct
Civil Society Groups to Begin Retraction Today, But...
• Three civil society groups are today beginning a retraction of their damaging comments against the Senate
in all print and electronic media outlets.
• The groups include Liberia Democracy Watch, Centre for Democratic Empowerment and Institute for
Democracy and Development.
• The Senate ordered the groups to retract their comment that the Legislature was mentally impoverished
when it passed a resolution on the threshold Act.
• The Senate imposed the sanction on the groups after holding them in Legislative contempt following a
hearing Thursday.
• The groups are to publish and broadcast their apology for five days.
FDP Executive, Several Others Join Liberty Party
Human Rights Lawyer Differs Over Charles Taylor’s Betrayal Claims
• A Liberian lawyer has dismissed claims that former President Charles Taylor was betrayed.
• The head of the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC) said it was necessary for Mr. Taylor to
exonerate himself from the charges against him.
• Cllr. Augustine Toe said he was part of a team that campaigned in West Africa for the surrender of Mr.
Taylor for trial.
• He said the campaign was meant to afford Mr. Taylor due process and if he was betrayed, then it was
because Nigeria gave him up.
• Cllr. Toe was reacting to claims by a former Nigerian presidential spokesperson that President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf was the main traitor that set up the former Liberian leader for trial because of western aid.

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)
Government Minister Talk Tough on Assaults on Police Officers
• Planning Minister Amara Konneh says those who deliberately assault police officers in the discharge of
their duties must be sent to jail.
• He said officers of the Liberia National Police (LNP) represent the state and he sees no reason why they
should be assaulted by anyone or group.
• He said there can be a better Liberia if Liberians learn to respect constituted authorities including the LNP.
• Minister Konneh spoke during the graduation of 150 police officers from the National Police Training
Academy.
• His comments come amidst report of the recent flogging of a police officer by Deputy House Speaker
Tokpa Mulbah.
Bomi Superintendent-designate Sets Priorities If Confirmed
• Bomi County Superintendent-designate Sam Browne says reconciliation, development and agriculture will
be paramount on his agenda if confirmed by the Senate.
• Mr. Browne said concrete efforts are needed to lift Bomi County out of underdevelopment and social
degradation.
• He promised to also work with the Senate, local authorities and other groups in Bomi to improve their living
condition if he is confirmed.
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Truth FM (News monitored today at 10:00 am)
LAC Responds to Workers’ Demands
• The management of the Liberia Agriculture Company (LAC) has begun responding to demands made by
aggrieved tappers after a four-day strike at the plantation.
• The management made the disclosure during a meeting with the government, the workers and the
company regarding the tappers’ grievances.
• The grievances of the tappers include the miscalculation of their premium, increment in the price of rice
among others.
• The LAC management has already agreed to give the tappers’ back pay in connection with the
miscalculation of their premium and also to reduce the price of rice to its normal rate.
• Discussion continues today with careful consideration of Article “A” of the collective bargaining agreement
on the USD$35 flat rate.
• The management has agreed to call the tappers back to work after four days of strike during which two
persons sustained injuries.

International Clips on Liberia
UNMIL says Liberian government still has problems maintaining law and order
http://runningafrica.com
The United Nations Security Council has been told that the greatest challenge facing the Government of Liberia is
maintaining law and order and dealing with criminality. The Force Commander of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
Lt. General Sikander Afzal made the assertion when he and other Force Commanders of United Nations Missions
from various conflict areas in Africa were in New York recently to brief the UN Security Council on the challenges
facing their various peacekeeping missions. In his report to the Security Council the UNMIL Force Commander
identified the root cause of the problem as the Liberian population's lack of confidence in the judiciary and police.
"The police lack the ability to respond to crime effectively although the situation is improving," the Pakistani General
said. He continued by saying "at the same time the judicial system does not have the capacity to deal with
increasing cases." According to Lt. General Afzal who was appointed to head the multinational peacekeeping outfit
in Liberia in October, 2009 by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon, "the lack of confidence often results in mob
justice requiring the intervention of UNMIL". On the drawn-down of UNMIL from Liberia, the UNMIL Force
Commander told the Security Council that the mission has reduced its military strength by more than fourteen
thousand personnel to just over eight thousand peacekeepers at present in Liberia.
Arik Air Nigeria Gets Rousing Welcome in Monrovia
http://nigerianbulletin.com
Arik Air, West and Central Africa’s leading airline on Thursday, August 12, 2010 got a rousing welcome in Monrovia,
Liberia when its inaugural flight to the West Africa nation touched down at Roberts International Airport, Monrovia. A
large turnout of dignitaries including four Liberian Ministers and other high ranking government officials were at the
airport to welcome the ‘Wings of Nigeria’ as it began its scheduled services into Monrovia via Accra. Liberia’s
Minister of State for Development and Reconstruction, Hon. Natty B. Davis who represented the Liberian President,
Her Excellency, Mrs. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, said the Liberian people were delighted to witness the arrival of another
airline on the Monrovia-Lagos route. This he said signified the gradual growth of the Liberian economy. The Director
General of Liberian Civil Aviation Authority (LCAA), Mr. Richelieu Williams stressed the importance of the coming of
Arik Air to Monrovia. According to him, Arik Air has met all the basic requirements of the Liberian civil aviation and
hoped that more airlines would follow the Arik Air example by inaugurating flights into Monrovia. In his speech, Arik
Air’s Senior Vice President, Commercial, Mr. Suraj Sundaram said the launch of services between Lagos and
Monrovia is well timed since the Liberian economy is beginning to benefit from infrastructure improvements and an
increased confidence from the West African community in Liberia’s potential to facilitate trade and tourism.
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International Clips on West Africa
Ivory Coast
Ivory Coast ex-rebels endorse October election date
AFP
Ivory Coast's ex-rebel New Forces (FN) said Saturday they were satisfied with the setting of the long-delayed
presidential election for October 31. "The New Forces have noted with satisfaction the selection of October 31 as
the presidential election in Ivory Coast," FN spokesman Felicien Sekongo said at a news conference. The
government and national election commission announced earlier this month the election date, which has been
postponed six times since President Laurent Gbagbo's mandate ran out in 2005. The country, once the
powerhouse of West Africa and its leading cocoa producer, has been split since September 2002 after a failed coup
against Gbagbo. Government forces control the Christian-dominated south while Prime Minister Guillaume Soro's
FN holds the mainly Muslim north. Under peace agreements disarmament should be completed two months before
the election is held, and Sekongo called on the government to respect its obligation to pay demobilised soldiers.
Sierra Leone
Keep aid flowing in trying times: Sierra Leone President
AFP
Sierra Leone President Ernest Koroma on Monday urged international finance bodies to ensure aid to Africa is not
affected by the economic crises facing Western development partners. "We are aware of the efforts of developed
nations in consolidating their finances but we are mindful of the impact it will have on African countries in relation to
development aid," Koroma said. He was addressing finance ministers and central bank governors from 48 African
countries who began a two-day meeting in Freetown on Monday. Koroma called on the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund "to engage development partners to ensure that aid to Africa is not reduced in this
period of uncertainty." "Recent developments in the US and some European countries showed that global recovery
remains fragile and uncertain," said Koroma.
Sierra Leone / Response to Awareness Times newspaper
African Press Organization
The attention of Government has been drawn to a letter written by Dr. Sylvia Blyden, owner of the Awareness
Times newspaper where she claims that there was a deliberate attempt by an individual at State House to stop her
from expressing her views on the SLBC. She further states, “whilst I had been Live over the Air educating the Public
about the DICTOTARIAL manner in which President Koroma was behaving with respect to the hiring of Electoral
Commissioners, I am now informed that the SLBC management received an urgent Phone Call from the Office of
the President at State House, demanding that I be interrupted so that State House could interject comments into the
LIVE inside the Media Programme”. The Government views the letter published by Dr. Sylvia Blyden not as an
attempt to educate the public on any state matter but to deliberately prepare the minds of members of her party to
refuse to accept the verdict of the Electoral Commission in the event that her party loses the elections in 2012.
****
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Star Radio (Liberia)
Monday, 16 August 2010
JPC boss differs over Taylor’s betrayal claims
By Bruce Boweh
A Liberian lawyer has dismissed claims that former President Charles Taylor was betrayed.
The head of the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission said it was necessary for Mr. Taylor to exonerate
himself from the charges against him.
Cllr. Augustine Toe said, he was part of a team that campaigned in West Africa for the surrender of Mr.
Taylor for trial.
He told Star Radio, the campaign was meant to afford Mr. Taylor due process.
If Mr. Taylor was betrayed, Cllr. Toe said, then it was because Nigeria gave him up.
Cllr. Toe was reacting to claims by a former Nigerian presidential spokesman that President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf was the amin traitor that set Mr. Taylor up for trial for western aid.
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ISRIA
Monday, 16 August 2010
http://www.isria.com/pages/16_August_2010_134.php
UN - Prosecution appeals for longer jail term in first case at UN-backed Cambodia tribunal
Prosecutors at the United Nations-backed tribunal into war crimes committed under Khmer Rouge rule in the late
1970s today launched an appeal against the 35-year jail term handed out to the head of a notorious detention camp
run by the regime.
Last month, Kaing Guek Eav, whose alias was Duch, was found guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity
and sentenced by judges in the trial chamber of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC).
But in a statement issued today following the appeal’s launch, the prosecutors said the sentence “gives insufficient
weight to the gravity of Duch’s crimes and his role and his willing participation in those crimes.”
The prosecutors also said that the judges placed “undue weight” to mitigating circumstances when they determined
the length of the prison sentence.
The first person to stand trial before the court, Mr. Kaing headed the S-21 camp, also known as Tuol Sleng, where
numerous Cambodians were unlawfully detained, subjected to inhumane conditions and forced labour, tortured and
executed in the late 1970s.
The trial chamber found that Mr. Kaing not only implemented, but also actively contributed to the development of
the policies of the Communist Party of Kampuchea (CPK) at S-21.
In deciding on a sentence, the ECCC said that it took note of several factors, including the gravity of the offences.
Although prisoner lists from S-21 show that at least 12,272 people were detained and executed, the trial chamber
believes the number of victims is considerably larger.
The chamber also decided on a finite sentence instead of life imprisonment due to the defendant’s cooperation with
the ECCC, his admission of responsibility and the potential for rehabilitation, among other factors.
Mr. Kaing’s sentence was reduced by five years due to his illegal detention by the Cambodian Military Court
between 1999 and 2007, and he is already entitled to credit for time already served. This means he may serve 19
years.
The prosecutors said today that Mr. Kaing should be separately convicted of the crimes against humanity of
enslavement, imprisonment, torture, rape, extermination and other inhumane acts.
“These crimes should not have been subsumed into the crimes of persecution and torture,” they argued, adding that
they believe the legal elements of the crime of enslavement are not properly defined in the judgement.
In a separate development, the prosecutors today formally requested that the ECCC’s investigating judgement that
four people – Nuon Chea, Ieng Sary, Khieu Samphan and Ieng Thirith – are indicted and sent for trial for the crimes
of genocide, crimes against humanity, grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions and violations of the 1956
Cambodian penal code. All four were senior figures under the Khmer Rouge.
The prosecutors said “the evidence collected in the investigation demonstrates that the charged persons committed
these crimes through a joint criminal enterprise, the purpose of which was to enforce a political revolution in
Cambodia and systematically destroy any opposition to the CPK’s rule.”
Estimates vary but as many as 2 million people are thought to have died during the rule of the Khmer Rouge
between 1975 and 1979, which was then followed by a protracted period of civil war in the impoverished SouthEast Asian countr
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The Wall Street Journal
Tuesday, 17 August 2010

Comrade Duch and the Killing Fields
When will justice come to more senior leaders of the Khmer Rouge?
By THEARY SENG
Late last month in Cambodia, Kaing Guek Eav—the killer known to all Cambodians
as Comrade Duch—was finally convicted. The former commandant was found guilty
by a U.N.-backed tribunal of crimes against humanity in the sadistic murders of at
least 14,000 of his countrymen. He was sentenced to 35 years in prison.
Though his conviction was a milestone for Cambodians who have waited years for
some form of credible justice, many genocide survivors, including me, felt the
punishment was far too soft given the severity of his crimes. After the Extraordinary
Chambers—as the tribunal is formally known—deducted five years to redress
violations of his rights when he was held illegally in prior military detention, and 11
years for the time he's already served, Comrade Duch would only serve 19 years
behind bars: 11 hours of imprisonment for each person he slaughtered.
Yesterday came the welcome news that the prosecutors are appealing his sentence
on the grounds that it's too lenient. Cambodians are heartened by the appeal but
hope that it will not cause undue delays to the more pressing matter: the case
against the "senior" Khmer Rouge leaders, the core of the Extraordinary Chambers's
mission.
Since Vietnam invaded Cambodia and ended the Khmer Rouge regime in January
1979, these killers wandered the country with impunity thanks to Cold War rivalries
among various communist regimes. Beijing supported the Khmer Rouge, its
satellite, financially and militarily. But the Soviet Union, sworn enemy of China,
supported Vietnam's occupation of Cambodia. Meanwhile, still smarting from the
Vietnam War and viewing China as an indispensable ally, the U.S. backed a coalition
government of Khmer Rouge and non-Communist Cambodian forces with Prince
Norodom Sihanouk as its nominal head.
The collapse of the Soviet Union brought about a peace agreement in 1991 with the
participation of all Cambodian factions—including the Khmer Rouge. It would take
until June 2003 for the U.N. and the government to establish the Extraordinary
Chambers. It was just four years ago that it began to try the mass murderers of
1975-1979.
Comrade Duch was the commandant of only one Khmer Rouge detention center
(Tuol Sleng) and only one killing field (Choeung Ek). There were at least 200
detention centers and thousands of killing fields spread across the country. Phnom
Penh was not the only crime scene: Almost every rice field, pagoda and school in
the country became a site for slaughter.
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The Khmer Rouge rounded up their victims—mainly fellow Cambodians evacuated
from the capital and major towns—on the grounds that they were tainted by
Western imperialism. They gathered them in the middle of the night for mass
execution into graves usually dug by the victims the day before.
Bullets were saved for the war against Vietnam. Instead the Khmer Rouge
butchered and whacked their own people from behind at the stem of the neck with
crude farm instruments like hoes. Those who didn't die immediately were
asphyxiated under the bodies piled on top of them in mass graves.
Other detention centers resulted in more deaths than the 14,000 carried out by
Comrade Duch at Tuol Sleng. For example, in the Boeung Rai detention center in
the heart of the "Eastern Zone" where I was detained as a 7-year-old child, the
Khmer Rouge killed 30,000 people including my mother. Every night the guards
chained the ankles of all the prisoners. They tried to chain my ankles, but they were
too bony and I could slip in and out of the shackles. My job at night was to bring
the toilet bucket to other immobile prisoners. One night, a crazy woman in our cell
screamed "I'm thirsty! I'm thirsty!" and drank from the bucket. Later, the guards
murdered her by squeezing her head with a coconut cruncher to pass the time.
Comrade Duch is "most responsible," according to the Tribunal, for the 14,000 lives
stamped out at Tuol Sleng and Choeung Ek. But he was not a "senior" Khmer Rouge
leader and should not be made the sole scapegoat of this genocidal regime that
murdered 1.7 million people.
The heart of the Extraordinary Chambers is the highly anticipated Case 002, the
trial of senior Khmer Rouge leaders. (Comrade Duch's was Case 001.) We must
press forward to ensure that Case 002 goes to trial as soon as possible.
Should this Cambodian government make Comrade Duch the sole scapegoat by
obstructing the start and completion of Case 002, the tribunal will be considered a
failure for the millions of dollars wasted and the irreversible cynicism it has
embedded in a society already fractured by fear. If that is the case, let the record
show that we survivors have registered our deep disappointment.
Ms. Seng, a lawyer, is the author of "Daughter of the Killing Fields" forthcoming
from Seven Stories Press.
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Naharnet
Tuesday, 17 August 2010
http://www.naharnet.com/domino/tn/NewsDesk.nsf
Efforts Underway to Keep Tribunal Differences Away from Cabinet

The bickering over the Special Tribunal
for Lebanon is not expected to be
discussed by cabinet during a session to
be held at President Michel Suleiman's
summer residence in Beiteddine on
Wednesday.
Ministerial sources told al-Liwaa
newspaper in remarks published
Tuesday that "no one has an interest in
transferring differences to the cabinet."
The sources said that Speaker Nabih
Berri has made several contacts with politicians to avoid shoving the bickering over the investigation into
ex-Premier Rafik Hariri's assassination to the government.
Suleiman prefers to keep the cabinet away from the issue in order to avoid a government crisis, they said.
Al-Akhbar daily also quoted ministerial sources as saying that Hizbullah leader Sayyed Hassan
Nasrallah's latest press conference in which he provided evidence that allegedly links Israel to Hariri's
killing will not be discussed from outside the cabinet agenda.
The council of ministers is expected mainly to deal with the latest initiative to gather funds to equip the
Lebanese army, the sources said.
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Dissident Voice
Monday, 16 August 2010

Gitmo Child Soldier in Legal Grey Area
By Press TV
Former child soldier Omar Khadr will have a tough battle in his trial in Guantanamo, and his case is in a legal grey
area, says legal expert Paul Wolf.
Press TV has conducted an interview with human rights and international law expert Paul Wolf in Washington and
Kim Petersen, the co-editor of Dissident Voice, from Vancouver Island about the unusual case of Omar Khadr, a
Canadian citizen who has been held captive by the US in Guantanamo Bay since the age of 15.
Following is a transcript of the interview:
Press TV: How has the United States been able to hold this Canadian citizen, who was a minor at the time of his
arrest, so long without charging him?
Wolf: Well, how have they been able to do it? Through force essentially and by denying him any kind of habeas
corpus proceedings, that is, the proceedings to challenge the legality of his detention. It is true he was picked up in
2002. He was only 15 years old and he has been held. He was only charged with this crime in 2007.
So, to answer your question ‘how could they do it?’ — they could do it because they have the most powerful army
in the world and they decided to deny these detainees’ rights. You know they are really in a legal grey area that did
not exist before 2001.
Traditionally there had been two kinds of trials, civilian trials or military trials. And he is not being — just like
everyone else in Guantanamo or in any of these other prisons that exist — afforded due process rights, habeas
corpus, why am I here in prison, or any other rights for what appear to be years and years, because he is not
considered a prisoner of war where he would be entitled to the protection of a soldier under the Geneva Convention
and he is not being considered an ordinary criminal defendant in an ordinary trial.
And both of those types of detainees if you will, they do have to be charged with the crime. For a prisoner of war it
is a little different. A prisoner of war usually is just held until the end of the war, you do not have to charge (him
with) a crime, you can capture an enemy soldier and just hold him. And what is a little bit strange about these
proceedings is that Mr. Khadr doesn’t look like he committed a war crime. I mean he is alleged to have thrown a
hand grenade at US soldiers, but that is not a war crime, that is a legitimate attack in a war.
So, it is really hard to tell exactly what he did that was wrong. He was not an Afghan. He was living in Peshawar.
He is described as a Canadian citizen, but he was living in Pakistan. He speaks Pashto, which is the ethnic language
of the largest ethnic group in Afghanistan. I think he is best categorized as an Afghan insurgent. And, as you have
said, he hasn’t been allowed to contest his detention, and now he is being charged with a crime that is not even a
war crime.
Press TV: Mr. Petersen, how is it that they are able to get away with charging him with a war crime when he used a
grenade against an American soldier?
Petersen: I agree with your guest Mr. Wolf, that the reason they can do it is because the US is the number one,
sole, military superpower, and for that reason they can get away with it. Also, the Canadian government is actually
collaborating with the US government on this. They have done everything to keep Mr. Khadr in Guantanamo Bay
and done little to repatriate him, even though the Federal Court has ruled that he must be returned to Canada and the
appeals court backed it up. The House of Commons and the Senate in Canada have both called for his repatriation,
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but the government in power, the right-wing Conservative Party, fights with the US government on this and for
this reason Mr. Khadr has little to aid him in his quest for justice.
Press TV: As Khadr is basically classed as a citizen of their country, why are the Canadians cooperating with the
Americans in this way? Why didn’t they, at least on the surface, protest their citizen being detained in this way?
Petersen: Well, even in the beginning when he was first captured and when they [the Canadians] were notified that
a Canadian citizen was being held in Afghanistan, the Americans didn’t allow Canada access to him. Canada was
first allowed access to Mr. Khadr when he was brought over to Guantanamo Bay. So even then, there is not much
Canada can do when they are up against the United States, and there is not much any country can do in that
circumstance.
But as to why they have continued and why the Canadian government has sided with the American government,
well that has to do with the nature of politics. The party that is in power now, the Conservative Party, is led by
Prime Minster Steven Harper, and he is quite right-wing, and they actually share the world view of the US
governments of George Bush and Barack Obama.
Press TV: Mr. Wolf, how significant is this case and the way it may test the Obama administration as far as the
military commission is concerned?
Wolf: Well, it is very significant. I think it is historically significant. First your other guest mentioned political
considerations… [US President Barack] Obama, just after he was elected president, one of the things that he
promised to do was to close Guantanamo and that has not happened.
What makes the case historically important? First I would have to say, [it is] to my accounting the third case of this
type. We have the case of David Hicks and the case of John Walker Lind, and those two were an Australian and an
American citizen who were in Afghanistan at the time of the invasion and fought on the side of the Taliban against
the US forces. Both of those guys pled guilty and they are both serving lengthy prison sentences, about twenty years
or so.
So, Mr. Khadr is a little different because he is not pleading guilty, he was apparently offered a 30-year plea bargain
which he didn’t take. His first lawyer resigned from the case and said it was a kangaroo court or something along
those lines. Then he was assigned another team of lawyers whom he fired two months ago.
So, I am not sure, I understand that there is a Canadian attorney assisting him, but he is essentially just going into
this case cold, defending himself more or less, with the assistance of a Canadian attorney. That is not usually a good
legal strategy. So he will be the first person of this type who has actually tried to defend the case.
Another thing that I think is historically important about these commissions in general is that if you look at other
war crimes tribunals, the big ones were of course in Nuremberg after World War II, then you had some more
international [ones] — I would say that Nuremberg was really the US primarily– and then there was another similar
one in Japan. Then you had Rwanda, you had Yugoslavia, and an ongoing trial now in Cambodia that are really
international tribunals where the judges are not from the country that won the war.
So, what is significant about these military commission trials is first of all they are not international criminal
tribunals. This is victor’s justice. It is the winner putting the loser on trial while the war is going on.
And it is not a war crime where we are charging them — I mean I am a pacifist but these are legitimate military
attacks — for throwing a hand grenade at a soldier. So, in terms of historical precedents, this is a very important
case. It is a very bad case and really if Mr. Khadr is going alone, my personal feeling is that, that is a pretty tough
battle.
The people deciding this case are in the US military. The judge has already made an evidentiary ruling that the
confessions that he made — he signed confessions after being tortured — those are admissible and those are part of
the evidence against him. So, I think he has got a pretty tough battle. I wish him well, but I think it is probably a
pretty tough case for him.
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Press TV: So what do you think of that Mr. Petersen, that the judge is allowing what many would say is a forced
confession? What does that say to you?
Petersen: The New Statesman … calls it a mockery of US justice and I tend to agree with that. And another thing I
would add that is important to this case is the age of when Mr. Khadr was captured. He was 15, and according to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, according to the United Nations, UNICEF said that all child soldiers, if
indeed Mr. Khadr was a soldier, are to be considered victims and they shouldn’t be subject to military tribunals and
what is happening here, according to UNICEF, is there is a danger of a precedent being set that child soldiers can be
tried.
Press TV: Where is the global outrage then, with this trial going on as it is?
Petersen: I can speak of Canada. The Canadian public, according to an Angus Reid poll, have actually split on the
case of Mr. Khadr. Even though the central government — the appeals court — has said that Mr. Khadr’s
constitutional rights have been abused, and even though the Senate and the House of Commons have called for his
repatriation, there is a split among the Canadian public on Mr. Khadr being repatriated.

Omar Khadr, captured by US troops in Afghanistan at the age of 15, is to face trial after being held
captive for 8 years in the notorious US detention center Guantanamo Ba

