SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
OUTREACH AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

Freetown, Sierra Leone, from a series of five drawings of Freetown
by Letitia Terry (about 1850)

PRESS CLIPPINGS
Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and
related issues obtained by the Outreach and Public Affairs Office
as at:
Wednesday, 18 August 2010

Press clips are produced Monday through Friday.
Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact
Martin Royston-Wright

Ext 7217

2

Local News
Naomi Campbell Could Have Said no to The Special Court / The Torchlight

Page 3

AFRC’s August 18th Students Massacre / Standard Times

Pages 4-5

International News
Prosecutors Question Issa Sesay About Charles Taylor’s Friendship…/ Charlestaylortrial.org

Pages 6-7

We've Both Been Given Blood Diamonds, But Unlike Naomi Campbell…/ Mail Online

Pages 8-12

Scant Room to Scoff at Model's Stupidity / Business Day

Pages 13-14

UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL

Pages 15-21

Wanted: a Non-African to Indict / Foreign Policy Magazine

Page 22

US Supports UN Myanmar War Crimes Inquiry / Agence France Presse

Page 23

Timeline on Lubanga’s ICC Trial / Spero News

Pages 24-25

3

The Torchlight
Wednesday, 18 August 2010
Naomi Campbell Could have Said no to the Special Court

4

Standard Times
Wednesday, 18 August 2010
AFRC’s August 18th Students Massacre

5

6

Charlestaylortrial.org
Tuesday, 17 August 2010
Prosecutors Question Issa Sesay About Charles Taylor’s Friendship With RUF Leader Foday
Sankoh

Daily Summary
By Alpha Sesay
Prosecutors today questioned the convicted former interim leader of the Sierra Leonean rebel group that
Charles Taylor is accused of supporting about the friendship between the former Liberian president and
the Sierra Leonean rebel group’s main leader, Foday Sankoh – a friendship prosecutors say predates the
invasion of Sierra Leone in March 1991.
Issa Hassan Sesay is testifying to exonerate Mr. Taylor from allegations that he (Taylor) was in control of
and provided support to the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), a rebel group that waged a bloody civil
war in Sierra Leone from 1991 to 2002. Today, prosecutors cross-examined Mr. Sesay, who concluded
nearly three weeks of direct examination last week, about the relationship that existed between Mr. Taylor
and RUF leader Mr. Sankoh. Prosecutors say that the two men became friends while they trained their
respective fighters in Libya in the late 1980s and that the basis of such friendship was to provide mutual
assistance to each other in their respective invasions of Liberia and Sierra Leone. When he testified as a
witness in his own defense, Mr. Taylor said that he did not know Mr. Sankoh prior to the RUF’s invasion
of Sierra Leone in 1991. In his testimony yesterday, Mr. Sesay told the court that while they underwent
training at Camp Naama in Liberia in 1990, Mr. Sankoh informed them that he was already friends with
Mr. Taylor. Prosecutors today decided to dig further.
Prosecution counsel conducting Mr. Sesay’s cross-examination, Nicholas Koumjian, put to Mr. Sesay that
in a previous BBC interview, Mr. Taylor had announced, “It is known by everyone that I have been
friendly with Foday Sankoh for many years before the revolution.”
During his testimony, Mr. Taylor responded to the statement above by saying, “I said it is known by
everyone that I knew Foday Sankoh before the revolution when in fact I did not.”
“Was it known by all of you at Naama that Foday Sankoh was friendly with Charles Taylor or Charles
Taylor was friendly with Foday Sankoh many years before the revolution?” Mr. Koumjian asked Mr.
Sesay.
In response, Mr. Sesay said, “I cannot say what was happening before the revolution, but Mr. Sankoh told
us at Naama that he was friends with Mr. Taylor…[He said so] at Naama and also in Sierra Leone.”
Prosecutors are seeking to establish that the friendship between Mr. Taylor and Mr. Sankoh before the
wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone saw the commencement of a joint criminal enterprise between the two
men, and the purpose of such enterprise was to capture and control political power in their respective
countries. In the pursuit of this enterprise in Sierra Leone, prosecutors allege that the RUF committed
heinous crimes in Sierra Leone, crimes they say that Mr. Taylor bears the greatest responsibility for. Mr.
Taylor has denied the allegations against him.
Prosecutors also pointed out that when the RUF invaded Sierra Leone in March 1991, they did so with the
assistance of fighters belonging to Mr. Taylor’s National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebel group.
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Mr. Sesay admitted that there were indeed NPFL fighters among the invading forces in Sierra Leone in
1991.
Mr. Sesay, however, corroborated Mr. Taylor’s account that when NPFL fighters were withdrawn from
Sierra Leone in 1992, Mr. Taylor did not have any contact with the RUF until in 1999 when the rebels
were in peace talks with the government of Sierra Leone.

Mr. Koumjian read the testimony of a previous witness who told the court that in 1995, Mr. Taylor invited
the members of the RUF external delegation to his NPFL headquarters at Gbarngha and then travelled
with them to Ghana. When this was stated to Mr. Sesay, he said he did not know about it.
“Were you aware that Charles Taylor invited three members of the external delegation to spend three
weeks with him in Gbarngha, and he took them to Ghana? Mr. Koumjian asked Mr. Sesay.
“No. I did not know about that because in August 1995, I was not in Sierra Leone,” Mr. Sesay responded.
Mr. Koumjian also put to Mr. Sesay that he lied when he told the court in his testimony that the RUF did
not give Mr. Taylor a heavy artillery weapon that was captured from Guinean soldiers fighting in Sierra
Leone in 1991. Mr. Koumjian read the testimony of a previous defense witness who told the court that the
RUF did give the heavy artillery weapon to Mr. Taylor in exchange for automatic rifles and materials. Mr.
Sesay said he did not know about this.
Mr. Sesay’s cross-examination continues on Wednesday.
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Mail Online
Wednesday, 18 August 2010

We've both been given blood diamonds, but unlike Naomi Campbell I've seen their true horrifying
price
By James Brabazon
Last week, I discovered I have more in common with Naomi Campbell than I’d hoped.
Not only did we grow up just minutes away from each other - in the South London suburb of Streatham - but we
have also both been given blood diamonds by Liberian war criminals.
Ms Campbell had been at a 1997 charity dinner in South Africa.

Fighters for Liberians United for
Reconciliation and Democracy set off
on foot for an attack on Monrovia,
more than 35 miles away

The event, hosted by Nelson Mandela,
was also attended by blood-soaked
warlord and Liberian President
Charles Taylor, who is on trial at the
International Court in The Hague for
11 counts of alleged war crimes
committed during his presidency —
including plundering of the region’s
diamond mines.
As testimony revealed, Ms Campbell
was woken in the middle of the night
by Taylor’s aides, who handed her the
gift.
My stones were handed to me in far more harrowing surrounds. I was filming on the front line of the Liberian civil
war as anti-government rebels advanced towards the capital, Monrovia, in their drive to overthrow Taylor’s
despotic regime.
As the clatter of gunfire echoed all around me, I was approached by a grinning rebel commander who poured some
pebbles into my hand.
Most of them were just as Naomi Campbell described her own jewels at Taylor’s trial — ‘very small and dirty
looking’. But in among them was a clear green stone about half the size of my fingernail.
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I held it up to the light. As I gazed through the stone, the sounds and smells of conflict were all around me.
Rocket-propelled grenades thudded through the jungle; nearby, the corpse of a government soldier gave the air
a rancid stench. But for a brief moment, the sight of that green gem transported me far from the abattoir of war.
‘It’s beautiful,’ I said.
‘Yes,’ replied the rebel captain, adjusting his Kalashnikov assault rifle. ‘Charles Taylor can’t have them!’
Immediately, I handed back the gem, unsettled by their power to make men kill each other like wild dogs.
In her theatrical performance at Taylor’s trial, Campbell denied any knowledge at the time of the gift of Taylor’s
brutal record, or the role that he and his lust for diamonds played in the lethal conflicts in Liberia and neighbouring
Sierra Leone.
Personally, I find this rather hard to believe. War-torn Liberia and Sierra Leone were, after all, front-page news at
the time of her notorious 1997 dinner.
Taylor had seized power in Liberia, only to reignite a conflict in neighbouring Sierra Leone —
and its much-coveted diamond fields — where he
supported a horrifyingly savage rebel army.

Bad company: Naomi Campbell and Nelson
Mandela at a dinner with Charles Taylor, centre,
who ignited civil war Liberia

The results were catastrophic. And I should know. I
was there.
As a young filmmaker, I had been drawn, like so
many correspondents of the past, to the excitement
and drama of the war zone. At the beginning of the
current decade, Liberia certainly fitted the bill.
By this time, Taylor was facing a revolution of his
own, and rebel forces were now trying to overthrow
him at home. And so, in the early summer of 2002,
I travelled there to make a film.
For protection, I took a mercenary with a huge
amount of experience of the region as a bodyguard
— the now notorious former South African Special
Forces colonel Nick du Toit, who was later
imprisoned with Simon Mann after planning a
failed coup attempt in Equatorial Guinea.
It was perhaps the wisest decision I ever made. I would not be writing this now if it had not been for the selfless
heroism of Nick.
South African mercenary links to the anti-Taylor forces enabled Nick and I to embed ourselves in the heart of the
rebel lines in Liberia.
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Indeed, throughout the ferocious months of 2002, I was the only journalist covering the Liberian civil war from
the inside.
Even for someone brought up on the tough streets of South London, it was a shocking experience. By the end of my
stint there, I had walked more than 300 miles through dense jungle, surviving on nothing more than a daily bowl of
rice, bolstered by whatever we could find in the jungle.
Surrounded by brutal, heavily armed men, the key was to keep inconspicuous and keep filming. But this meant I
had to witness the harrowing details of the war. And it wasn’t just Taylor’s troops who committed the atrocities.
This was a war without bounds.
I saw executions and heads being hacked off. On one occasion, I even watched the rebels partially eat the corpse of
a government soldier they had just killed.
I will never forget the first time the anti-Taylor rebels brought into their camp a teenage soldier they had just
captured. Naively, I assumed they wouldn’t dare kill him in front of my camera. And the young, handsome prisoner
seemed to feel the same way. He even gave me a wry smile as his captors discussed what to do with him.
We were both wrong. I had to keep filming as he was forced to kneel and then shot six times in the back. As he lay
dying, he looked up at me again. His expression had changed from hope in my bringing his possible salvation to
despair at his terrible fate.
On another occasion, I tried to persuade the rebel leaders to release a prisoner. My plea was ignored — and another
execution followed.

Friends: James Brabazon, left, and Nick du
Toit taking a break in Tubmanburg minutes
before a prisoner had been executed before
them

Throughout this harrowing experience, I
was courageously protected by Nick. Early
on during the trip, I received a call from the
production company telling me they were
no longer willing to provide the funds for
his services.
But, in an astonishing act of self-sacrifice,
Nick said he would carry on regardless.
From that day, he was no longer my
employee, but my friend — and my saviour.
Once, we were crawling along the ground, just 30 yards from a firefight, when a government soldier, hidden in the
trees, fired a rocket-propelled grenade at us. With his unique sixth sense anticipating the attack, Nick suddenly
pulled me away from the flight of the grenade, which exploded nearby, killing several rebels.
That same day, we both had another narrow escape. As the savage firefight continued, we crouched next to each
other with our faces just inches apart, when a bullet tore through the tiny gap between us and lodged in the wall
behind. It was as near a miracle as it was possible to get in this living hell.
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Surviving on appalling food, I was also struck down by dysentery. But as the rebels we were with advanced,
Nick ensured I was never left behind, carrying me when I could no longer walk.
Charles Taylor even personally singled me out for assassination. British Intelligence at GCHQ intercepted a signal
that Taylor, infuriated by my reports for the BBC on the Liberian conflict during the summer of 2003, had put a
price on my head.
Any Liberian government soldier who killed me would be entitled to a reward of U.S. $10,000, a figure for which
even supermodels are rumoured to get out of bed.
Thankfully, the soldiers hunting me didn’t have any luck. But it wasn’t for want of trying.
On one occasion, government troops found a badly injured Lebanese man hiding in the ruins of his shop in
Monrovia. Believing him to be me, they hauled him back to their headquarters — where he was killed.
After another year of fighting, the anti-Taylor forces ultimately proved victorious. And with his capital surrounded
by the rebels, Taylor agreed to relinquish power — in return for immunity for crimes committed in Liberia during
his time in office. In neighbouring Sierra Leone, the war had ended, too, brought to a halt by British intervention.
Thanks to the agreement, Taylor escaped justice for the horrors he perpetrated in Liberia. Fortunately, it failed to
cover his crimes in Sierra Leone — and so it is for those that he is now in the dock.
The fall of Taylor has ushered in a new era of democracy in Liberia under Africa’s first female President, Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf. A fragile peace also endures in Sierra Leone.
The devastating impact Charles Taylor has had on the region, however, will take decades to repair.

Trial: Naomi Campbell giving
evidence to the war crimes trial of
former Liberian leader Charles
Taylor at the Special Court for
Sierra Leone in The Hague

And so, in a sense, the testimony
of a badly educated South
Londoner whose sole talent is for
posing on the catwalk or in front
of the camera was a supreme
irrelevance.
It exposed the warped values of our age that it took a celebrity airhead to focus the attention of the world on the trial
of Taylor when, in truth, the carnage in Liberia and Sierra Leone was one of the worst humanitarian tragedies of our
times.
The number and colour of diamonds that Campbell was alleged to have received is nothing compared with the death
toll.
As drunk and drugged-up killers — many of them just children — ravaged the country, 120,000 died in Sierra
Leone alone. Many more were mutilated in a conflict during which slicing off victims’ hands and feet became a
macabre speciality.

12

Besides, there were many other participants at that dinner. What on earth was Nelson Mandela, who hosted the
event, doing in extending an invitation to Taylor, a brutal warlord, already infamous for his butchery, corruption
and tyranny?
Throughout most of the 1990s, Taylor had fought a savage militia campaign in Liberia to overthrow the government
of Samuel Doe.
After plunging the country into a bitter civil war, he finally gained power in the 1997 election, during which his
supporters used the campaign slogan, ‘You killed my ma, You killed my pa, I’ll vote for you’.
There was nothing ironic about those words; they were a chilling statement of intimidation.
Yet this is the man who Mandela, Campbell, actress Mia Farrow and cricketer Imran Khan thought a suitable
person to be a guest at their table. None of them would have dreamed of sharing dinner with a Nazi war criminal,
yet Taylor is in the same monstrous league.
But then the wider world didn’t seem to care either.
It would have been easy for the United Nations to overthrow Taylor’s tyranny in Liberia, or to defeat the vicious
rebels of Sierra Leone, whom he backed by equipping them with arms bought with the proceeds of the diamond supplies he controlled. But for most of the decade, the UN stood idly by.
The West’s inaction filled me with despair, for my work as a journalist has made me only too aware of the
barbarism of Taylor’s methods.
We can only hope that we act faster and with more determination next time. For make no mistake, as long as the
diamond fields exist, grievances and greed will remain — and the spectre of conflict will continue to hang over the
area.
I have witnessed the region’s capacity for terrible violence at first hand. And, tragically, if anyone believes the wars
are permanently over, they have an even feebler grasp of West African affairs than Ms Campbell.

James Brabazon’s memoir My Friend The Mercenary is published by Canongate at £16.99. To order a copy at
£15.30 (p&p free), call 0845 155 0720
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Business Day (Johannesburg)
Tuesday, 17 August 2010
Liberia: Scant Room to Scoff at Model's Stupidity
Nicole Fritz
Opinion
Johannesburg — AMONG those who do human rights work and who are inclined to sackcloth and ashes,
model Naomi Campbell's testimony at the Special Court for Sierra Leone caused much consternation.
AMONG those who do human rights work and who are inclined to sackcloth and ashes, model Naomi
Campbell's testimony at the Special Court for Sierra Leone caused much consternation: "She got more
attention than all the victims of Sierra Leone put together," was one outraged sentiment. And it's true - for
the general media at least, Charles Taylor's trial (now in its second year), the Special Court for Sierra
Leone (established in 2002), even the conflict itself (which ended in 2001) might almost never have
happened were it not for Campbell's testimony.
Yet self-righteously lamenting Campbell's appearance and the accompanying media hype is to miss an
important point.
Although called as a prosecution witness, Campbell's testimony did little to advance the case against
Taylor. Her evidence about who might have given her dirty diamonds was inconclusive.
As she clarified for prosecutor Brenda Hollis, with the faintly exasperated air of one having to explain the
obvious, she was accustomed to "gifts given to me all the time at any hour of night" and, it seems, she
wasn't about to detain the gentlemen who delivered this gift with any questions about the identity of the
giver.
The prosecution had hoped to establish, through Campbell's evidence, that Taylor had given her the
stones, and thus had in his possession diamonds to give - helping corroborate the prosecution's claim that
Taylor supported, through finance and weaponry, the Sierra Leonean rebels' brutal attack on the civilian
population in exchange for diamonds mined from the territory they captured.
The witnesses called to fortify Campbell's testimony in the hopes that they might establish Taylor as the
giver - Mia Farrow and Campbell's former agent, Carole White - were also woeful prosecution witnesses.
Farrow's recollection that Campbell had claimed at the time to have been given a "huge diamond" by
Taylor and not the very small, dirty-looking stones she now attested to, prompted the presiding judge to
ask whether Farrow had seen the movie Blood Diamond and whether her memories were not coloured by
its focus on a single, large diamond.
But what seemed important about this spectacle, and what was deafeningly neglected, was that there are
no straight lines between the worlds of Taylor and Campbell. Campbell is the ultimate symbol of
consumer demand: hers is the aspirational life. And Taylor: the means by which that demand is sometimes
satisfied.
On the stand, Campbell explained: "I don't know anything about Charles Taylor. Never heard of him
before. Never heard of the country Liberia before. I never heard of the term blood diamonds before."
Commenting, CNN's Anderson Cooper asked: "Can anyone really be that stupid?"
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But, in truth, it is an ignorance many of us voluntarily assume. Sierra Leone's war would never have been
so brutal and bloody were it not for the diamond trade and, more especially, consumers not concerned
about the provenance of the diamonds with which they adorn themselves.
The Kimberley Process - an attempt to verify legitimately mined diamonds - was initiated, in part, to allay
informed consumers' concerns that the diamonds they purchase might come at a human cost.
Think you're off the hook post-Kimberley? Not so fast. Some participants in the Kimberley scheme insist
that it is intended only to curb illicit rebel trade. Now there's the distinct possibility that diamonds mined
in Chiadzwa, Zimbabwe will be certified, meaning that even diamond consumers with the best intentions
may be contributing to the coffers of a state military that has perpetrated abuses rivalling those of rebel
groups.
Further north, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, consumer demand for gold and for cassiterite, coltan
and wolframite, which are used in laptop computers and cell phones, continues to fuel a conflict in which
different militia groups have signature styles of rape.
Do you scoff at Campbell's seeming stupidity and pine for the latest techno-gadget? It's only a less
obvious form of willful ignorance.
Fritz is the director of the Southern Africa Litigation Centre.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
17 August 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia
UNMIL
Lack of Interpreter Impedes Chinese Murder Trial
[Front Page Africa, New Democrat]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The lack of an interpreter is said to be impeding the murder trial involving two Chinese men at Criminal
Court ‘B’.
Wang Meng and Ma Li were indicted in March 2010 for allegedly murdering Wesley Craig, a South African.
The men are alleged to have committed the act in September 2009 at the victim’s Randall Street residence.
When their trial commenced last week, the court discovered the men cannot speak and understand
English.
The court wrote the Chinese Embassy to assist it with an interpreter but the Embassy said it could not find
any qualified Chinese interpreter, it instead wrote Judge Blamo Dixon to ask the United Nations Mission in
Liberia (UNMIL) for an interpreter.
According to reports, the court has postponed the trial to August 23 pending the outcome of a request to
UNMIL.
The two Chinese men have been in jail for nearly twelve months.

Other UN News
UN PBC Delegation Here on Assessment Mission, Liberia Poised for US$15 Million
[The Informer]
•
•
•
•

A delegation from the UN Peace Building Commission (PBC) has arrived in the country for a weeklong
assessment mission to sort out how Liberia can benefit from US$15 million for peace building efforts in the
country.
The 8-man delegation is headed by Mr. Ejeviome Eloho Otobo, Deputy Assistant UN Secretary-General for
Peace Building.
The delegation will hold talks with stakeholders and visit several parts of the country including Nimba
County.
Planning Minister Amara Konneh welcomed the delegation Monday and expressed hope for a successful
mission in Liberia.

UNFPA Donates Drugs, Laboratory Equipment to FPAL
[The Informer]
•
•
•
•

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has donated a consignment of drugs and laboratory
equipment to the Family Planning Association of Liberia (FPAL).
According to a release, the drugs and equipment are valued over US$150,000.
UNFPA Assistant Country Representative Philderald Pratt on behalf of the Country Representative, Ms.
Esperance Fundira said the donation is intended to strengthen the capacity of FPAL.
The Executive Director of FPAL, Ms. Miatta Kiawu described UNFPA as a partner in progress and
promised that the drugs and laboratory equipment will be used for the intended purpose.

Local News on Liberian issues
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President Sirleaf Visits Guinea Today
[In Profile Daily, The Informer, The Inquirer]
•
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf leaves the country today for a one-day working visit to Conakry, Guinea.
The Executive Mansion says the visit is to hold consultation with Guinean authorities and key contestants of
Guinea on the satisfactorily electoral process underway in that country.
The Mano River Union chairperson will be joined by her Sierra Leonean counterpart Ernest Bai Koroma.
While President Sirleaf is away, Presidential Affairs Minister Edward McClain will administer the affairs of
government in consultation with Vice President Joseph Boakai.

Government Team Defends US$3 Billion BHP Ratification
[Front Page Africa, The News, Heritage, The Informer, Daily Observer]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A team of government representatives has defended the ratification of the US$3 billion BHP Billiton
agreement, the largest ever investment in post-war Liberia.
The government representatives at the hearing Monday called on the National Legislature to quickly
approve the mineral development agreement.
The team led by Lands, Mines and Energy Minister Eugene Shannon said the agreement will benefit
Liberia.
Minister Shannon said the agreement has a 25-year term with a US$15 million benefits in social
development and 3,500 job creation.
Deputy Finance Minister for Revenue Elfreda Tamba said under the agreement Liberia is to benefit about
US$1.4 billion in revenue within 15 years.
NIC Chairman Richard Tolbert described the BHP Billiton agreement as a landmark investment with an
initial signature fee of US$5 million after ratification.
Also, representatives of BHP led by Mark Richards spoke positively of the full implementation of the
agreement, saying it will bring significant benefit to Liberia.
The BHP agreement if ratified would pave the way for new operations in iron ore mining in Nimba, Bong,
Margibi, Grand Bassa, Margibi and Montserrado counties.

US$1.5 Million Earmarked for Salary Increment
[The Inquirer, The News]
• The Government of Liberia has announced the allocation of US$1.5 million for salary increment in four
government entities.
• Cabinet Director General Momo Rogers named the Ministries of Health and Education, the Armed Forces
of Liberia (AFL) and the Liberia National Police (LNP) as those benefiting institutions.
• Dr. Rogers said of the amount, the Health Ministry will receive US$100,000 while the Education Ministry will
receive US$500,000.
• He also noted at a news conference that the AFL will get the amount of US$350,000 and the LNP
US$480,000.
• The Director General of the Cabinet said the amount was not enough for all government institutions and as
government generates more income it would increase salary of other institutions.
Government Announces Transfer Plan for Ducor Residents
[The Informer, The Inquirer, Daily Observer]
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Executive Mansion has set today August 17 for illegal occupants to begin vacating the premises of the
Ducor Inter-continental Hotel.
Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Badio said the process will begin with voluntary relocation.
Mr. Badio said following the voluntary exercise, eviction notices will be issued to the rest of the people for
possible eviction.
Mr. Badio disclosed funds have been made available to facilitate the relocation of the Ducor occupants.
He said a parcel of land has been identified in the Caldwell area and acquisition will be done through the
National Housing Authority.
The Presidential Press Secretary said official renovation work on the Ducor Hotel is expected to begin at
the end of this month.

Chief Justice Opposes Reduction in Judicial Budget
[Heritage, Front Page Africa]

•
•
•
•
•
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Chief Justice Johnnie Lewis has expressed opposition to the reduction of the budget of the Judiciary in
the 2010/2011 draft national budget.
The Chief Justice said the reduction of the budget of the Judiciary from eleven to eight million dollars was
not proper.
According to him, the reduction would impact the salary and allowances of justices and judges which
cannot be reduced per the Constitution.
Justice Lewis made the comment following a discussion with Senate President Pro-tempore Cletus
Wotorson.
The discussion which was held at the Legislature and attended by all Justices of the Supreme Court was to
inform the Legislature about the situation and seeks it intervention.

Rights Group Concern about TRC Implementation
[The News, Heritage]
•
•
•
•
•
•

The National Human Rights Centre says it is concerned over the continued silence by the Executive and
Legislative branches of Government on the TRC report.
The Centre said it was deeply worried whether President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has submitted her second
quarterly report on the implementation of the TRC report.
The group said it was concerned because since the receipt of the final report, findings on its implementation
should have been submitted to the legislature.
The Centre believes the Executive branch of Government is under obligation to implement its statutory
mandate on the report as prescribed by the TRC act.
The rights group maintains the report must be done with what it calls the utmost efficacy and commitment
rather than treat it with discretion and option.
The Centre observes the indifference with which the two branches are treating the report has the propensity
to darken the transitional justice process.

WAEC Final Results Show Overall Poor Performance
[In Profile Daily, Daily Observer]
•
•
•
•
•
•

The West African Examination Council (WAEC) has released what it considers the final results of the 2010
Senior High School certificate examinations.
The head of WAEC-Liberia Office said of the 20,565 students who sat the exams only 14,682 successfully
passed.
Professor Thomas Gaie disclosed that five of those who passed successfully are ranked in division two.
According to Professor Gaie, four of the students are from the Firestone High School in Margibi County and
one from the Phebe Community School in Bong County.
The head of WAEC-Liberia Office also revealed all the students from fourteen schools successfully passed
the May 2010 examination.
They include St. Teresa’s Convent, Sotiamon Christian School System, Vahun Central High, Karnplay
Inland Academic and Hope International Christian School and Bromley Mission, among others.

Liberia, Oil Palm Company Sign US$1.6 Billion Agreement
[Heritage, The News, The Informer]
•
•
•
•
•

The Government of Liberia and an Indonesian Company, Golden Veroleum have signed a US$1.6 billion
Oil Palm Concession Agreement.
According to Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Badio the concession seeks to cultivate oil palm on
approximately 500 acres of land in the southeastern region of the country.
Mr. Badio said counties including Sinoe, Grand Kru, Maryland, River Cess and River Gee are to benefit
from the concession agreement.
At least 35,000 direct jobs, including social development opportunities are due to be offered under the
terms of the agreement, Mr. Badio stated.
The agreement, which has been submitted to the Legislature, was signed on behalf of the Liberian
Government by Agriculture Minister Florence Chenoweth, Deputy Finance Minister Tarnue Mawolo and
National Investment Commission Chairman Richard Tolbert while the Director of Veroleum, Matt Karinen
signed on behalf of his company.

Vice President Boakai, Delegation Leave Today for Shanghai Expo
[Heritage]

•
•
•
•
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Vice President Joseph Boakai leaves the country today at the head of a Liberian Government delegation
to the Shanghai Expo in China.
During his visit to China, Vice President Boakai will also host investment forums in Shanghai and
Shenzhen.
The Vice President and party are also expected to visit several industries, including the textile
manufacturing company in Foshan City and the furniture centre in Shunde City, Guangdong Province.
The delegation will also visit the Huawei Company in Shanghai and meet with leaders of the Wuhan Iron
and Steel Corporation (WISCO).

US Embassy gets New Deputy Chief of Mission
[The News]
•
•
•
•

The US Embassy in Monrovia has got a new Deputy Chief of Mission (DCM) replacing Ms. Brooks
Robinson.
The new DCM is Karl Albrecht, a member of the US Senior Foreign Service who previously served at the
US Consulate General in Frankfrut, Germany as Senior Human Resources Officer.
According to a US Embassy release, Mr. Albrecht holds a Master’s Degree in Strategic Studies from the
National War College.
A spokesperson at the Embassy said former Deputy Chief of Mission Robinson will serve as Diplomat-inResidence at the University of California at Berkeley.

Single Barrel Rifles and Rounds Seized at Ganta Border
[Daily Observer]
•
•
•
•
•

Several quantities of single barrel rifles were Monday, 16 August 2010 seized at the Ganta main border.
The seizure was executed by the joint security assigned at the Ganta port of entry.
The firearms, along with the rounds were seized from a 28-year old Liberian identified as Eugene Dahn
who was en route from Guinea to Liberia.
A police officer who begged for anonymity, said the single barrels along with the rounds were concealed
among beans under the pretence that it was a bag of beans aboard a Guinea-marked taxicab.
According to reports, Eugene Dahn has been taken to Sanniquellie, Nimba County for further police
interrogation.

I Don’t Know Him – Evangelist Pat Robinson
[New Democrat]
•
•
•
•
•

American evangelist Pat Robinson, better known in Liberia as the father of ‘Freedom Gold’ during the
presidency of Charles Taylor, has denied knowing the former Liberian leader.
Evangelist Robinson is expected to testify in the war crimes trial of Mr. Taylor, said his only link with Liberia
was humanitarian work.
Mr. Taylor testifying in February told the Special Court for Sierra Leone “Pat was my man in Washington.”
“Mr. Taylor, indeed at one point you said that you can count on Pat Robinson to get Washington on your
side,” he was asked by the lead prosecution counsel, Col. Brenda Hollis, a former US Air Force officer.
Taylor replied: “I don’t recall the exact words, but something to that effect.”

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
President Sirleaf Visits Guinea Today
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Government Team Defends US$3 Billion BHP Ratification
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Government Announces Transfer Plan for Ducor Residents
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Chief Justice Opposes Reduction in Judicial Budget
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Lack of Interpreter Impedes Chinese Murder Trial
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Rights Group Concern about TRC Implementation
WAEC Final Results Show Overall Poor Performance
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Former Gbarpolu Lawmaker Joins Sawmill Dispute
• Former Gbarpolu lawmaker Armah Jallah has warned against what he calls persistent claims in the media
over the ownership of Sawmill.
• Sawmill has become the centre of controversy between Bomi and Gbarpolu counties with both claiming
ownership of the town.
• According to Mr. Jallah, continuous claims and counter claims in the media over ownership of the area
could make the situation more sensitive.
• Mr. Jallah called on government through the boundary harmonization committee to thoroughly investigate
the Sawmill land dispute and declare legitimate ownership.
• He also suggested a meeting of opinion leaders comprising chiefs and elders from the two counties to
settle the issue once and for all.
• Last week, Bomi Representative Tarnue Cooper warned the land dispute between the two counties was
serious and vowed to take the right course of action to resolve it.
Grand Bassa Number Four Citizens Want Electoral District
• Citizens of District-Four in Grand Bassa County have called on the National Elections Commission to
demarcate their area as an electoral district.
• A spokesman of the United Citizens for Development John Gbargee said the district has not been fully
represented.
• He said the additional seat allotted to Grand Bassa by the threshold creates enough justification for District
Four to be marked as an electoral district.
• According to Mr. Gbarbee, the district was initially divided between districts two and three during the
demarcation of electoral boundaries in the 2005 election.
• He said district four has six clans with over 100,000 people.
Marylanders Want SSF Included in Bidding Process
• A group of Marylanders has called on government not to exclude the SSF road construction company from
the bidding process of the Fish Town-Harper road.
• The group’s spokesman said they have reliably learned that the SSF is being excluded from participating in
the FishTown-Harper road bidding process.
• Mr. Musa Lawal said the SSF is successfully rehabilitating the FishTown-Harper road in less than two
months something other companies failed to do for months.
• According to Mr. Lawal, travellers from Monrovia took three to four weeks to reach Maryland prior to the
rehabilitation of the road by SSF.
• He said taxis and other smaller vehicles are now taking two days from Maryland to Monrovia because of
what he called the excellent work of SSF.
• Mr. Lawal said the people of Maryland are not satisfied over the alleged exclusion of SSF from the bidding
process because the company made the county accessible.

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)
US$1.5 Million Earmarked for Salary Increment
Media Group Conducts Training for West African Journalists
• Fifteen journalists from Liberia, Ghana and Sierra Leone are undergoing 3-day training in human rights,
peace, elections and investigative reporting.
• The Media Foundation for West Africa sponsored training is providing the journalists new skills to enable
them make positive contributions to peace.
• The Foundation’s programme officer said the training was necessary to empower journalists as a number of
West African countries are going to the polls in 2011 and 2012.
• The training being held in Monrovia will also provide practical skills in reporting human rights, elections and
investigative reporting.

International Clips on Liberia
Singapore's Golden Agri eyes Liberia palm oil expansion
Reuters
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Singapore's second-largest listed palm oil plantation firm Golden Agri-Resources said on Tuesday it was looking at
investing in a firm that will control 220,000 hectares of land in Liberia. The company, which is part of Indonesia's
Sinar Mas Group, said it was planning to invest in private equity fund Verdant that is the sole shareholder of a
Liberia-based firm in the process of being granted a government concession to develop 220,000 hectares for 20
years. Golden Agri did not give financial details of the possible transaction for the land, which is three times the size
of Singapore, but said the initial development will commence with 15,000 hectares. The move comes after
Indonesia announced plans to impose a two-year moratorium on new permits to clear forest for oil palm cultivation
from 2011.
AC Milan Great Weah to Run For Presidency Again
www.serieaticketsonline.com
George Weah a former Milan striker, FIFA World Player of the Year, Ballon d’or winner and African Footballer of the
year has yet again expressed his desire to run for his country’s presidency. This will be the second time Weah is
running for Liberia’s top seat after losing to current president Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf in the 2005 election. Just a few
weeks ago, Wyclef Jean a former member of rap group the Fugees also declared his interest in running for
president of his native Haiti. Now, as we all know, both these celebrities have been actively involved in
humanitarian work in their countries, however, aren’t they a little too ambitious? Take Liberia for example, the
incumbent Madame Johnson-Sirleaf, is an accountant by Profession who has worked for some of the world’s
biggest financial organisations. Her educational background is a marvel to behold. She holds degrees from Harvard
and Yale, two of the world’s best universities. Weah on the other hand is former professional football born in the
Clara town slum of Monrovia. Being one of the only few players from Liberia to have played at the highest level,
Weah, spent most of his money trying to improve the national team to the extent of even paying his own team
mates when the government failed to give their dues.

International Clips on West Africa
Ivory Coast
UNOCI trains 34 Ivorian police officers in maintaining order
African Press Organization
A four-day training seminar on maintenance of order organized for 34 Ivorian police officers of the Yamoussoukro
police prefecture by the Formed Police Unit of the UN Operation in Cote d’Ivoire (UNOCI) ended on August 13.
FPU Coordinator Captain Marc Gucciardi qualified the seminar as a success and said it would improve the
intervention capacity of the trainees and their relation with the public before, during and after the presidential
election. Speaking on behalf of the Yamoussoukro Police, Commissioner Diomande Samouka expressed the hope
that “this was the beginning of a close collaboration between UNOCI and our forces”. One of the participants,
Sergeant-major Djaya Ndri Jean-Baptiste, said the knowledge acquired put the police at the core of all human rights
activities. “The law protects us in the exercise of our duties. It also protects the people with whom we work. It
contributes to the development of people and the country,” he said. The training focused on the maintenance of
order, the setting up of road blocks, the supervision of barricades, the use of special apparatus for crowd and riot
control, and notions of human rights.
Ivorian government pegs cost of pilgrimage to Mecca
PANA
The Ivorian government has pegged the cost of this year's Hadj at CFAF 1.5 million, for which reservations began
Monday, the national Islamic radio, Al Bayane, reported, quoting the executive director in charge of religion, Pascal
N'Guessan, as saying. The government decided to stabilize the cost after consultations with the different Muslim
associations. At a ceremony announcing the 2010 Hadj last Tuesday, the Ivorian Interior Minister, Desire Tagro,
said the government would not fix another cost for the event. The representatives of the Muslim associations had
told the department of religion and the Ministry of Finance and Economy to let the government work out appropriate
subsidy on the hadj. After the unsuccessful edition of the 2006 Hadj, the Ivorian government took over the
organization of the pilgrimage at the request of a lot of Muslim associations. The Hadj (the big pilgrimage to Mecca)
is the fifth pillar of Islam, the accomplishment of which is compulsory for every Muslim who can afford it.
Olam to invest US$43.5m in Ivory Coast processing facilities
www.channelnewsasia.com
Commodities firm Olam said it will invest US$43.5 million to set up a greenfield cocoa processing facility, as well as
a primary processing and warehousing facility in the Ivory Coast. Olam said the investment will be fully funded by a
combination of internal accruals and borrowings. The cocoa processing plant in the city of Abidjan will process
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approximately 60,000 metric tonnes of cocoa beans into cocoa products, namely liquor, butter and cake. It will be
supplied with clean cocoa beans from Olam's existing primary processing plant in Abidjan. The primary processing
facility in the town of San Pedro will be a modern drying, cleaning and sorting plant along with the necessary
storage facilities to ensure that Olam continues to expand and develop its role in the bean export business in the
African nation. The Ivory Coast is the world's largest cocoa producer accounting for 1.3 million metric tonnes or 40
per cent of global production. Olam said the cocoa processing plant is expected to be commissioned by the first
quarter of 2012
Sierra Leone
Media and Peace building in Sierra Leone
http://thewip.net
Coated in red dust, we traipsed across the scorching hot sand dunes, quickly making our way towards the barely
clothed, emaciated men who were sieving through endless piles of sand. The agitated workers shouted
incomprehensible phrases to us, but the one that I clearly understood was, “You here to buy diamonds!” I was
frightened, and for the first time after a week of being in Sierra Leone I sensed the hostility and aggression that only
eight years ago fueled a horrific civil war. I had already lost hope that we would be able to conduct an interview with
the workers. The men were aggravated by our presence; surely it would be futile and dangerous to converse with
them. Suddenly, a local radio journalist spoke into a cell phone and announced that we were on the air. As soon as
he said this, there was a quick hush amongst the workers and the atmosphere changed from one of complete
chaos to a situation where communication was possible. Giving these workers, who are ignored by society, the
opportunity to talk about their circumstances was more powerful than I could have imagined. In less than a few
minutes, an angry, irate and hostile environment subsided, and our different languages, cultures and backgrounds
met to create a successful and respectful dialogue. Media has become a strong tool for peace building in Sierra
Leone, largely as a result of the 11-year civil war.
****
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Foreign Policy Magazine
Tuesday, 17 August 2010
Wanted: a non-African to indict
Posted By David Bosco
The slow-motion tussle between the International Criminal Court and Sudan's president Omar al-Bashir
continues. In recent months, the head of state has traveled abroad several times in an apparent effort to
break out of the isolation created by his 2008 indictment (which was recently broadened to include
genocide). In the wake of this year's reelection victory, Bashir traveled to Egypt. Last month, it was
neighboring Chad. This month, he was in Libya. Of these, Chad may have been the most significant. An
ICC member, that country has a legal obligation to arrest indicted persons that it chose to ignore.
The backdrop to Bashir's peregrinations is strong African discontent with the court's direction and
resentment that all those indicted have been African. In July, the African Union sharply criticized the
court and rebuffed its offer to coordinate more closely. Launching a formal investigation somewhere
outside of Africa may soon be a political imperative for the court. But there aren't many spots it could
land without stepping on the toes of major powers. An investigation in Afghanistan, Iraq, or Colombia
would anger Washington and revive somewhat dormant anti-ICC sentiment. Russia would go ballistic if
the court brought charges related to the Georgia conflict (unless everyone indicted was Georgian).
China—already miffed over the Bashir indictment—would be apoplectic if the ICC investigated Burma.
Hard choices are ahead in the Hague.
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Agence France Presse
Wednesday, 18 August 2010
US supports UN Myanmar war crimes inquiry
WASHINGTON — US President Barack Obama's administration has decided to support the creation of a UN inquiry into
alleged war crimes by Myanmar's military rulers, the Washington Post reported.
Citing US officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity, the newspaper said the White House would throw its weight behind
the establishment of a United Nations commission of inquiry, and was also considering tighter sanctions.
A UN human rights envoy has called for the probe, which would examine allegations that the junta, led by General Than Shwe,
has waged bloody crackdowns against political dissidents and ethnic rebels.
"What's important here is that this is not aimed at the people of Burma but at its leadership, particularly at Than Shwe," an
unnamed senior US administration official told the Post.
The commission of inquiry could be formed directly by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, or by the Security Council,
though China would likely veto any investigation, the newspaper noted.
Myanmar is due to hold its first elections in two decades on November 7, but the vote has been widely condemned by human
rights campaigners and the West as a sham aimed at putting a civilian face on military rule.
The country has more than 2,000 political prisoners, including opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who are barred from
standing in the polls under widely criticized election rules.
The Obama administration came into office hoping to engage Myanmar, sending high-ranking envoys to the nation for talks.
But the country's regime failed to respond and is limiting campaigning ahead of the elections.
"There have been no positive results on democracy and human rights in our diplomatic engagement," a second administration
official told the Post.
Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD) won a landslide victory in 1990 but was never allowed to take office, and the
Nobel Peace laureate has spent much of the past 20 years in detention.
The NLD is boycotting the November vote, citing unfair rules.
Rights groups such as the US Campaign for Burma -- a coalition of Myanmar activists in exile and human rights campaigners - hailed the administration's apparent decision to support a UN investigation.
"This is the right and timely action by the Obama administration in response to the power thirsty and brutal generals in
Naypyidaw, who are expecting to delete their dirty crimes by putting a sham constitution into effect through a sham election,"
said Aung Din, executive director of the US Campaign for Burma.
Tom Malinowski of Human Rights Watch said that the US support for an inquiry was not likely to affect Than Shwe, but could
influence younger members of the junta.
"There's a whole generation of military elites in Burma who will be making choices in the next few years," he told the Post.
"This is aimed at them."
UN envoy Tomas Quintana said in a report to the Human Rights Council in Geneva in March that "systematic violation of
human rights" for years in the country continued without any intervention from the junta.
"According to consistent reports, the possibility exists that some of these human rights violations may entail categories of
crimes against humanity or war crimes under the terms of the statute of the International Criminal Court," Quintana said.
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Spero News
Tuesday, 17 August 2010
http://www.speroforum.com/site/article.asp?

Timeline on Lubanga’s ICC trial
By IRIN

The trial of Thomas Lubanga on war crimes charges that include the conscription of children, the first
ever to be heard by the International Criminal Court, has been viewed as an important test of the
international court’s credibility and effectiveness. Although the trial began in January 2009, Lubanga has
been in ICC detention since March 2006. Beset by procedural hiccups, some observers fear the trial has
gone on for too long. Others see the setbacks as a sign that justice is in fact being carried out in a court
grappling with its first case.
The most recent appeal in the case will determine whether there will be a stay of proceedings and whether
Lubanga will be released unconditionally. International justice observers and survivors await this
important decision in international law.
17 July 1998: The International Criminal Court (ICC) is established following the adoption of the Rome
Statute by 120 states.
1 July 2002: The Rome Statute enters into force.
19 March 2005: Thomas Lubanga Dyilo is arrested by Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
authorities and imprisoned in the capital, Kinshasa.
10 February 2006: A sealed warrant for Lubanga’s arrest is issued by the ICC’s Pre-Trial Chamber I.
9-28 November 2006: Confirmation of charges hearing is held in the Lubanga case.
17 March 2006: Lubanga’s arrest warrant is unsealed by the ICC and he is arrested and transferred to the
ICC in The Hague on charges involving child soldiers.
20 March 2006: Lubanga appears before the Court for the first time.
29 January 2007: ICC judges decide there is sufficient evidence to go to trial.
13 June 2008: The ICC Trial Chamber decides that Lubanga’s right to a fair trial was violated by the
prosecutor’s failure to disclose evidence and orders a stay of proceedings.
2 July 2008: Trial Chamber I issues an order for Lubanga’s unconditional release.
11 July 2008: The prosecution asks Trial Chamber I to resume the trial proceedings and reverse the order
to release Lubanga.
3 September 2008: Trial Chamber I decides to uphold the stay of proceedings in the case.
21 October 2008: The Appeals Chamber upholds the decision to stay the proceedings, but does not order
the release of Lubanga.
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18 November 2008: The ICC prosecution agrees to make confidential information available to the Court.
As a result, the Trial Chamber reverses its decision and allows the trial to proceed.
26 January 2009: Lubanga’s ICC trial begins in The Hague. This is the first case to come before the ICC.
14 July 2009: The ICC prosecution concludes its case against Lubanga.
8 July 2010: The ICC Trial Chamber orders a stay of proceedings in the case on the grounds that there
was an abuse of court procedure.
15 July 2010: ICC trial judges order Lubanga’s unconditional release.
16 July 2010: ICC prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo files an appeal stating that Lubanga might flee if he
is released.
23 July 2010: ICC appeal judges rule that Lubanga should remain in detention in The Hague pending the
final decision of the appeal filed against the order for his release.
6 August 2010: The prosecution requests that survivors’ lawyers be permitted to participate in the appeal
proceedings, including oral hearings.

