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Charlestaylortrial.org (The Hague)
Monday, 23 August 2010
Liberia: Issa Sesay Denies Authorship of Letter Tendered in Evidence By Charles Taylor
Alpha Sesay
A letter that was tendered in evidence by Charles Taylor as being one written by the former interim leader of the Sierra
Leonean rebel group that Mr. Taylor is accused of providing support for could have been forged by another person. The
witness today told the Special Court for Sierra Leone judges in The Hague that he did not write the letter addressed to Mr.
Taylor.
As his cross-examination continued into another week, prosecutors showed Issa Hassan Sesay a letter that Mr. Taylor
presented to the court as part of the documents obtained from his presidential archives while he was president of Liberia. The
letter, which was signed in the name of "Essa Seasay" was tendered in evidence by Mr. Taylor on August 18, 2009 during his
testimony as a witness in his own defense. Mr. Taylor told the court that he had received the said letter from Issa Sesay, who
by then was the most senior commander in the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) after the group's main leader, Foday
Sankoh, had been arrested following the abduction of UN peacekeepers by the RUF.
In the letter, the RUF complained about attacks from the UN, the arrest of their leader Mr. Sankoh, and the violations of the
Lome Peace Accord by the government of Sierra Leone. The letter called for Mr. Taylor's involvement in leading the peace
process in Sierra Leone under the banner of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).
When he testified in August 2009, Mr. Taylor told the court that "this is the letter from General Issa Sesay."
Today, prosecution counsel Nicholas Koumjian showed Mr. Sesay the same letter, which was purportedly written by him
and addressed to Mr. Taylor. Mr. Sesay told the court that he did not write such a letter to Mr. Taylor. Upon his denial, Mr.
Koumjian suggested that the letter could have been written in Mr. Sesay's name by Mr. Taylor's men.
"It is obvious that if this was in the archive of Charles Taylor, then it is written by Charles Taylor's men as the demands of the
RUF...This is a letter that was written on your behalf by Charles Taylor's people. He was using you as a puppet, correct?" Mr.
Koumjian put to Mr. Sesay. "Nobody was using me. ECOWAS only used me to disarm the RUF, but the Liberian
government did not use me," Mr. Sesay responded.
The letter, according to Mr. Taylor, was sent to him by Mr. Sesay after the RUF had abducted UN Peacekeepers and for
which he (Taylor) had received a mandate from ECOWAS leaders to get the peacekeepers released. Mr. Sesay today said
that when he negotiated the release of the peacekeepers with Mr. Taylor, he did not put forward any preconditions.
When asked whether Mr. Taylor had told him that his colleagues (West African leaders) had promised to make him
Chairman of ECOWAS if he facilitated the release of the peacekeepers, Mr. Sesay said Mr. Taylor never told him that. "He
[Taylor] said to you that he can become ECOWAS Chairman and he'll help you," Mr. Koumjian put to Mr. Sesay.
"No. He did not tell me that," Mr. Sesay responded. When asked why he had taken the peacekeepers to Liberia before
releasing them, when in fact, the UN peacekeeping mission was based in Sierra Leone, Mr. Sesay said, "I got the contact
from Monrovia. If I had got the contact in Sierra Leone, I would have released them in Sierra Leone."
"He [Taylor] told me to take them to Liberia, that's why I took them to Foya and the helicopter took them to Monrovia," he
added. Mr. Koumjian also accused Mr. Sesay of contradicting himself by testifying that he had gone to Monrovia only once
in May 2000 during the negotiations for the release of the peacekeepers. According to prosecution witnesses, Mr. Sesay
visited Mr. Taylor twice in May 2000 - the first visit to negotiate the release of the peacekeepers and the second visit to take
the peacekeepers to Liberia for their release. On the second trip, Mr. Sesay allegedly returned to Sierra Leone with a
consignment of arms and ammunition, which according to prosecution witnesses were given to him by Mr. Taylor.
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When Mr. Taylor testified in his own defense, he told the court that Mr. Sesay had only visited him once in May 2000 and
that was when he negotiated the release of the peacekeepers. When the peacekeepers were finally released, Mr. Sesay did not
return to Monrovia, Mr. Taylor said. Mr. Sesay has in his present testimony corroborated Mr. Taylor's account that he only
visited Monrovia once in May. He has told the court in The Hague that when he took the peacekeepers to Liberia, he only
stopped at Foya while a helicopter took the peacekeepers to Monrovia.
However, in his testimony in his own trial before the Special Court for Sierra Leone in Freetown, Mr. Sesay told the court
that he had gone to Monrovia two times in May 2000, the first time to negotiate the release of the peacekeepers and the
second time to meet with Mr. Taylor after the peacekeepers had been released.
"I was in the last helicopter that left for Monrovia... the following morning, [Joe] Tua came and took me to Charles
Taylor...Charles Taylor said, 'You have done well by releasing these people because Foday Sankoh was not listening'," Mr.
Sesay was quoted as having said in his trial in 2007. When this contradiction was put to him today, Mr. Sesay said, "Well, I
recall that when I went with the UN, I stopped in Foya."
"If I did say that I went to Monrovia, now I recall that I stopped at Foya," he added. Mr. Sesay also told the court that when he
became interim leader of the RUF, Mr. Taylor suggested to him that former RUF commander Sam Bockarie be made to
return to the rebel group in Sierra Leone so that they would all work together. This account is in contradiction with what Mr.
Taylor told the court during his testimony as a witness in his own defense.
Mr. Taylor told the court that he never suggested that Mr. Bockarie be made to go back to the RUF. Mr. Bockarie left the
RUF in late December 1999, after a fallout with RUF leader Mr. Sankoh. He was made to stay in Liberia and several of his
supporters with whom he left the RUF were made to join Mr. Taylor's security forces in Liberia. Mr. Taylor has said that he
was acting in concert with ECOWAS leaders, who had all agreed that Mr. Bockarie was a hindrance to the peace process in
Sierra Leone and there was a need to keep him out of the country.
Due to a scheduled dentist appointment, Mr. Sesay will be absent from court on Tuesday. A new defense witness is set to be
called in Mr. Sesay's absence tomorrow. Mr. Sesay's testimony continues on Wednesday.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
23 August 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia
UNMIL
UN Secretary General Outlines Factors That Threaten Liberia’s Security
[New Democrat]
•
•
•
•
•
•

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon says continuing impunity, ethnic and social divide, lack of confidence in
the judicial system, and contest over land are among other things that could pose threat to Liberia’s fragile
security.
Mr. Ban spoke during his recent address to the UN Security Council in New York, USA.
He said although Liberia continues to make considerable progress in consolidating peace and security, and
enduring political and social divides are among other factors that could roll back the strides made so far in
the country.
He warned that limited gains on national reconciliation and the far reaching perception of the prevalence of
impunity are also obstacles to progress.
The UN boss however reported that he was pleased that the Liberian Government and the international
community have started planning for the eventual handover of security responsibilities from the United
Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) to the national authority.
He then called on the UN Security Council to extend UNMIL’s mandate for addition one year until 30
September 2011.

Military ‘Crucial’ To 2011 Elections
[Heritage, In Profile Daily, National Chronicle, New Vision, The Informer]
•
•
•
•

The Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Liberia, Ms. Ellen Margrethe Løj has described the
role of staff officers and military observers “crucial” as the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) prepares to
support the Liberian Government in its 2011 general and presidential elections.
According to a release, the UN envoy made the statement when she awarded UN peacekeeping medals to
76 senior military officers from 26 countries for their “valuable contributions” to Liberia’s peace process.
“We know that you will rise to all the challenges; we know that no matter what, you will redouble your
efforts, strength and determination to support as best you can,” Ms. Løj told the UNMIL senior military
officers.
She reminded them of the quality of services they provided during the recent by-elections in River Gee
County, which is proof of their unwavering strength and ability.

Other UN News

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
UNHCR Official Advances Solution to End Liberia’s Refugee Crisis
• The Africa Bureau Director of the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, George Okoth-Obbo has recommended a
solution to end the refugee crisis in Liberia
• Mr. Okoth-Obbo suggested that one best way to end the refugee situation is to strengthen the local
integration process that has kicked off in the country.
• The UNHCR official spoke to newsmen at the end of his five-day visit to Liberia as part of his ongoing tour
of West Africa.
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•

He disclosed that the UNHCR would need US$1.5 billion for its overall operations in 2011.

Local News on Liberian issues
President Sirleaf Declares Tuesday, August 24 ‘National Flag Day’
[In Profile Daily, Liberia Journal, New Vision, The Analyst]
•
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has by proclamation declared Tuesday, August 24 as National Flag Day
and to be observed throughout the country as a national holiday.
According to a Foreign Ministry release, President Sirleaf has called on the owners of all public, business
and private houses to each hoist the Liberian flag in demonstration of honor and respect to the country’s
heritage.
The President further orders that all government offices, public and business houses be closed on the day
from six o’clock ante meridiem to six o’clock post meridiem.
The proclamation is in consonance with an Act of the National Legislature approved on 25 October 1915
declaring August 24 each year as National Flag Day.

President Sirleaf Visits Tewor, Porkpa Districts in Grand Cape Mount County
[Daily Observer, National Chronicle, New Democrat, The Analyst, The Inquirer]
• Hundreds of residents along towns and villages in Tewor and Porkpa Districts in Grand Cape Mount County
braved the bad weather to greet President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf during a one-day visit to their area.
• In spite of heavy downpour of rain which caused the flooding of creeks along the way, the President made
brief stops to nearly every towns and villages including Tieni, Manbo, Jene Wonde, Damballa and Guassay.
• During her stop, President Sirleaf encouraged the people to engage in self help initiatives and pay keen
attention to agriculture.
• She told them to properly manage their forest and made it clear that they are forever independent if they
manage and make good use of their natural resources including the soil, water and land.
• The President noted that government is committed to work and see to it that the lives of its people are
improved by the implementation of the Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS).
• The citizens thanked the President and pledged to work with her in ensuring that the recovery process of
the country becomes a reality.
TRC Indictees May Go Free, Human Rights Lawyer Warns
[Front Page Africa, Liberia Journal, Liberian Express, New Vision]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Six of the seven nominees of the Independent National Human Rights Commission say they are not
responsible to implement recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) report.
The INHCR nominees however said they are only tasked to ensure the full implementation of the TRC
recommendations.
They made the statement Friday at a confirmation hearing before the Senate’s Committee on Judiciary,
Claims, Human Rights and Petition.
The INHCR chairperson-designate Cllr. Punchu Bernard said it is the responsibility of government to
implement recommendations of the TRC.
Another nominee, human rights lawyer Cllr. Dempster Brown said it will be difficult to prosecute individuals
listed in the TRC report because the Act was meant for reconciliation.
According to Cllr. Brown, there are no laws in Liberia to prosecute people indicted in the TRC report of war
crimes and crimes against humanity.
He warned unless legislations are passed by the Legislature to establish a special war crimes court in
Liberia, war crimes indictees cannot be prosecuted under Liberian laws.
Other nominees who appeared for confirmation include James Torh, Thomas Bureh, Macdilla Howard and
Ruby Johnson Morris.
The other nominee, Boakai Dukuly did not appear because he is said to be out of the Country.

Some Rock Hill Community Residents Released, Others Charged
[Heritage]
•
•

Several residents of the Rocky Hill Community have been released from detention days after they clashed
with the Liberia National Police (LNP).
The residents were released Friday following numerous interventions including that of Montserrdao
lawmakers Dave Koomey and Alominza Ennos.
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•
•
•

Police last Wednesday broke up a protest by the residents and arrested several of them who were said
to be violent in their quest to kick against government’s decision to evict them to allow the renovation of the
Ducor Inter-continental Hotel, situated in the community.
Meanwhile another report says several of the protesting residents have been charged and sent to the
Monrovia City Court for allegedly stoning officers of the LNP.
The LNP officers, backed by the civilian police of the United Nations Mission in Liberia had gone to advice
against the protest when the residents got agitated and begun stoning.

National Legislature Holds Public Hearings Today
[The New Republic]
•
•
•
•
•

Public hearings into a proposal for an endorsement of a nationwide referendum to amend Article 54 of the
Liberian Constitution take place today at the National Legislature.
Article 54 of the Liberian Constitution allows for superintendents of the 15 political sub-division of the
country to be appointed by the Liberian President.
But the proposal sent to the Legislature by the Governance Commission is seeking for the election of
superintendents through the referendum.
The House Committees on Elections and Inauguration, Good Governance and Judiciary have invited
several experts including the chairman of the Governance Commission, Professor Amos Sawyer.
Others invited to give expert opinions are the chairman of the Land Commission, Dr. Cecil Brandy, James
Fromayan of the National Elections Commission and Internal Affairs Minister Harrison Karnwea.

NEC Announces Timetable for 2011
[Daily Observer, Front Page Africa, Heritage, Liberia Journal, New Democrat, The Analyst, The Informer, The
Inquirer, The New Republic]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The National Elections Commission (NEC) has announced the official timetable for the conduct of the 2011
General and Presidential Elections.
The NEC chairman however said the comprehensive activity schedule would be published in the local
dailies and on the commission’s website.
Mr. James Fromayan told a news conference Friday that the key electoral dates would be subject to
changes based on prevailing circumstances at a given time.
According to Mr. Fromayan, NEC has put in place the necessary mechanism for the delimitation of electoral
districts in line with the joint resolution.
He clarified the delimitation process would now commence after the entire voters’ registration exercise
which is expected to begin 10 January 2011.
He said the distribution of the nine additional seats as provided by the joint resolution would be based on
percentage of seats currently occupied by the six most populated counties in the House.
Mr. Fromayan said Montserrado with existing fourteen seats will have additional three seats while Nimba
with seven seats will have two additional seats.
He said Bong County’s six existing seats will be increased by one while Grand Bassa, Margibi and Lofa
counties will also have their four seats increased by one.
Mr. Fromayan assured international best practices which require consultations with the locals would be
used by NEC to carry out the delimitation exercise.

Liberia’s Elections Czar Says ‘No Diaspora voting in 2011’
[Front Page Africa]
•
•
•
•

The chairman of the National Elections Commission (NEC) said there will be no Diaspora voting for the
2011 General and Presidential Elections.
Chairman James Fromayan’s comment comes on the heels of huge expectations from exiled Liberians who
want to exercise their franchise in 2011.
Fromayan, announcing the electoral timetable for next year’s elections over the weekend declared: “2011 is
out of the question for Diaspora voting. It is a long term plan. It is just not possible for 2011. Just forget it.”
He cited constitutional referendum as the foremost requirement for any possibility of exiled Liberians voting
come 2011.

Former Liberian Interim Leader Dies in US
[Daily Observer, Front Page Africa, Liberia Journal, Liberian Express, New Vision, The Analyst, The Informer, The
Inquirer]
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•
•
•
•

The former Chairman of the Liberia National Transitional Government (LNTG), Professor David
Kpormakpor has died at age 74.
According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Professor Kpormakpor died Thursday 19 August 2010 at a
Staten Island University Hospital in New York, USA.
The late chairman was one of Liberia’s outstanding legal practitioners who served the Government and
people of Liberia with distinction in several positions.
He served as professor at the Louis Arthur Grimes Law School of the University of Liberia and Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court of Liberia before his chairmanship of the LNTG.

Man, 48 Shoots Brother’s Wife to Death
[Daily Observer, Liberian Express]
•
•
•
•
•

Reports from Greenville, Sinoe County say a man has shot dead his brother’s wife in Jacksonville,
Tarjuwon Statutory District.
Eyewitnesses say 48-year old Joseph Jayenneh Thursday morning slapped Nancy Jayenneh in her ear
following a heated argument over an orange.
According to the deceased’s 17-year old son, his uncle had earlier threatened to harm him if he did not
keep far from his orange trees.
Following preliminary investigation, Joseph Jayenneh admitted shooting to death the three-month old baby
mother but said it was a mistake.
He is currently in police custody awaiting court trial.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
TRC Indictees May Go Free, Human Rights Lawyer Warns
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
NEC Announces Timetable for 2011
National AIDS Commission Bill Gets Support
• Stakeholders in the health sector have expressed support for the passage of a draft Act to establish the
National AIDS Commission.
• The stakeholders made their support known Friday at a public hearing on the bill by the House Committee
on Health.
• The Committee’s chairman Edwin Gaye said the stakeholders included the Health Ministry and Liberia
Dental and Medical Association.
• He said expressions of support also came from the National AIDS Control Programme, the Light
Association and Society of Women against AIDS in Africa.
• According to Representative Gaye, the National AIDS Commission Act if enacted would ensure an effective
fight against the deadly HIV/AIDS virus.
• He said the Commission will also advocate, protect and cater to carriers of the virus.
• The Nimba lawmaker said a report would be submitted to the House to ensure a concurrence vote on the
draft Act.
Senate Rejects Bribery Report
• The Senate has rejected reports linking its members to a bribery scandal amounting to several thousand of
United States dollars.
• The Senate said the reports are unfounded and intended to ridicule the body.
• A spokesman of the Senate said the reports are a clear imagination by some detractors in society.
• Mr. Varney Gbessay said the Senate was concerned and troubled by the false reports and challenged
anyone having facts linking a Senator to receiving bribe to expose the lawmaker.
• Mr. Gbessay’s clarification comes days after the House ordered the Press Union of Liberia to investigate
two media institutions, Radio Veritas and the New Broom newspaper for broadcasting and publishing such
misleading reports.
Man, 48 Shoots Brother’s Wife to Death
Floor Waters Leave 75 Homeless, Demolished Six Houses in Bo Waterside
• Flood waters have left at least 75 people homeless in the border town of Bo Waterside in Grand Cape
Mount County.
• Reports say the situation can be is attributed to the Mano River overflowing its banks.
• The Baptist Compound under construction and several other houses in the area are partly submerged.
• Reports gathered that at least six houses have also been completely demolished by the surging waves.
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•
•

The flood victims said the situation has forced them to seek temporary residence with relatives and in
church buildings.
They attributed the river outburst to the heavy downpour of rain over the past four days.

NPA, US-based Port of Georgia Sign MOU
• The National Port Authority (NPA) has signed a memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the US-based
Port of Georgia to revamp the Freeport of Monrovia.
• The agreement also calls for efforts to promote the growth of the port which is considered the gateway to
the country’s economy.
• NPA Managing Director Matilda Parker said the MOU consists of technological exchanges, training and
some infrastructural development.
• Ms. Parker said as part of the MOU, the Port of Georgia would acquaint the NPA with its new brand of
technological equipment for possible incorporation.
• She also disclosed that the Port of Georgia would also do a market study for the Freeport of Monrovia
aimed at increasing revenue generation at the port.
Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)
President Sirleaf Declares Tuesday, August 24 ‘National Flag Day’
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
National Legislature Holds Public Hearings Today
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)

International Clips on Liberia
Brazil Vale to Develop Infrastructure Project in Liberia
www.automatedtrader.net
Brazil's mining giant Vale SA (VALE, VALE5.BR) said over the weekend that it entered in an agreement with Liberia
government in order to develop infrastructure projects in the nation. "Vale's joint venture with BSG Resources
entered into an agreement with the government of Liberia setting forth the main terms and conditions to be included
in a definitive agreement upon which a Liberian subsidiary of Vale BSGR shall implement an infrastructure project
in Liberia comprising principally the development, financing, operation, maintenance and use of a new railway and a
new port, whose main purpose will be to enable the transshipment through Liberia and export from Liberia of iron
ore products originating in Guinea from Vale BSGR's iron ore projects in the Simandou area," vale said in a press
release. Earlier this year, Vale said plans to invest more than $5 billion in its Simandou iron ore mine in neighboring
Guinea. Vale acquired a majority ownership of the mine in April after spending $2.5 billion for a 51% stake in
privately held BSG Resources.
Over 1000 Refugees get Liberian citizenship
AFP
Liberia has begun the process of granting citizenship to 1 380 Sierra Leoneans who fled there as war refugees,
officials said following a ceremony held on Sunday. The project, in conjunction with the UN refugee agency
UNHCR, started with the applicants being given Sierra Leonean passports at Blamassee Camp, Virginia, about
25km from the capital Monrovia. "That is part of the process of moving towards a solution to obtaining the Liberian
passports," said Wallace Quaye, field officer for the Liberia Refugees Repatriation and Reunification Commission
(LRRRC). Around 120 000 Sierra Leonean refugees fled to Liberia as a brutal civil war raged in their own country
between 1991 and 2002. Many returned when war broke out in Liberia in 2003, and another 4 118 have been
assisted by the UNHCR to return to Sierra Leone. "By the end of 2003, some 13 900 refugees were verified in the
UNHCR data base, and resided in camps.”In October 2006, 2 155 refugees participated in the local integration
programme, of which 69% opted for naturalisation and 31% opted for resident alien status," said Momolu Freeman,
reintegration officer for the LRRRC. He said the most difficult aspect of the local integration process was finding
land for the former refugees, and 352 hectares around the country have been procured for them.
ULAA welcomes voting rights for Liberians in the Diaspora
http://runningafrica.com
The Union of Liberian Associations in the Americas (ULAA) says it welcomes any and all efforts geared towards
getting all Liberians including those in the Diaspora to participate in the economic and political decision making
process of the country. "We see this as a very welcome move and ULAA will apply whatever weight is needed." The
statement was made over the weekend by the President of ULAA Mr. Anthony V. Kesselly when he spoke in an
exclusive interview with WRAR-96 Internet Radio/Running Africa from his headquarters in Philadelphia,
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Pennsylvania. Mr. Kesselly was responding to a legislative endeavor by Lofa County and the opposition Liberty
Party's Representative Eugene Fallah Kparkar aimed at affording Liberians in the Diaspora an opportunity to vote in
the upcoming General and Presidential Elections in 2011. Representative Kparkar argues that Liberians in the
Diaspora are making significant contribution to the development of Liberia and cites Article 77-B of the Liberian
Constitution as the basis for his proposed bill.

International Clips on West Africa
Guinea
Guinean minister briefs Gambia’s leader on pre-election situation
APA
The Guinean minister of Foreign Affairs, African Integration and Francophonie, Bakari Fofana, left Banjul on
Saturday morning after briefing on Friday the Gambian head of state Yahya Jammeh on the situation in Guinea
prior to the forthcoming presidential run-off on 19 September. Guinean leader Sekouba Konate’s special envoy was
speaking after his audience with President Jammeh. Fofana lauded Jammeh’s invaluable contribution to the
maintenance of peace and stability in Guinea and spoke of the common bonds of history and culture which link the
peoples of the two countries.
Guinea prime minister denies bias ahead of vote
AP
Guinea's interim prime minister said Sunday he's not backing a candidate in next month's historic presidential runoff election despite allegations he favors the underdog and is trying to manipulate the outcome. The mineral-rich
West African nation recently survived the one-year rule of a brutal military junta, and the September 19 vote could
choose the country's first democratically elected leader ever. However, the front-runner has said that he believes
Prime Minister Jean-Marie Dore wants the other candidate to win. "When you organize elections of this importance,
you have to avoid all the mistakes possible. We don't want to repeat the weaknesses of the first round in the
second. We have to give the same chance to all the candidates," Dore said Sunday. According to documents given
to The Associated Press, Guinea's interim government wants to change the electoral code so that a ministry under
the authority of Dore's office will help organize and supervise the vote along with the independent electoral
commission.
Guinean civil society rejects PM’s constitutional reform project
APA
The Organisation for the Defence of Human Rights and the Citizens in Guinea (OGDH) has condemned the
attempts by Prime Minister, Jean Marie Dore to change the country’s new Constitution, to allow the public
administration to organise the second round of the presidential election. In a projected decree, still being drafted but
reported by the media, Prime Minster Dore proposes that the organisation and supervision of the 19 September
2010 run-off be carried out "jointly" with the Ministry of Territorial Administration, so as to involve the governors,
prefects, and sub-prefects of the country’s provinces in the control of the vote, instead of the Independent National
Electoral Commission (CENI). In a statement signed by its chairman, Dr. Thierno Maadjou Sow and copied to APA,
the OGDH indicates that "the ministers, governors, prefects, sub-prefects, and other local officials have always
been servile and obedient during lections."
Ivory Coast
Olam to build cocoa processing plant in Ivory Coast
www.confectionerynews.com
Olam International is planning to invest $43.5m to build its first, large greenfield cocoa processing plant in the Ivory
Coast as well as additional primary processing and warehouse facilities. The Singapore-based company said the
new cocoa processing plant, which is to be built in Abidjan, will process about 60,000 metric tonnes of cocoa beans
when it is fully up and running. Sourcing beans from the nearby primary Olam processing plant in Abidjan, the new
facility will make cocoa liquor, butter and cake for global chocolate manufacturers. The plant is due to be up and
running in 2012 and by the end of the second year of production (end-FY2014), it is expected to be producing
48,000 metric tonnes of cocoa products. Olam claims that processing cocoa beans into intermediate cocoa
products in the Ivory Coast is “a fundamentally attractive industry”. According to the company, the country offers a
large source of high quality cocoa beans – it accounts for about 40 per cent of total global supply - and a supportive
regulatory regime.
****
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Foreign Policy
Friday, 20 August 2010
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles
What Does Viktor Bout Know?
The world’s most notoroious arms dealer is coming to America to stand trial. And that has Russia very worried.
BY DOUGLAS FARAH

It looks like the luck of Viktor Bout, one
of the world's premier weapons
traffickers, has finally run out. The
surprise decision Friday of a Thai
appellate to overturn a lower-court
decision and allow Bout's extradition to
stand trial in the United States on
charges of trying to sell weapons to
Colombian guerrillas means he should
finally get his day in court.
Unfortunately for him, the purported buyers for his surface-to-air missiles, unmanned drones, and
sophisticated anti-tank systems -- who he thought were from the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia,
better known as the FARC, a designated terrorist organization -- were informants of the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration.
His arrest in Bangkok in March 2008, where he met with the informants to seal the deal, set off tremors in
many high places, particularly in Russia. The immediate reaction of the Russian foreign minister and other
officials, who denounced the decision and equated it with an attack on the Russian state, shows the
importance they place on keeping Bout from talking in open court. Why? What are the Russians so afraid of?
Bout's importance was not just that he exploited the gaping holes in the new world economic order to
reportedly move hundreds of thousands of weapons and millions of rounds of ammunition to obscure corners
of the world to fan conflicts involving unspeakable human rights atrocities. Nor is it that he was
simultaneously able to reap millions of dollars in profits by flying for the United States government, the
United Nations, the British government, and other legal entities.
What made Bout unique was his ability to merge private profiteering with state interests in the new globalized
world of unfettered weapons flows. Dubbed the "Merchant of Death," Bout, often under the protection of his
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Russian superiors in the military intelligence structure, created a one-stop shop for weapons that could be
delivered virtually anywhere in the world. His access to former Soviet arsenals, aircraft, and crews would not
have been possible without state protection.
It was this quantum leap in the ability to provide rag-tag and violent groups like the Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) in Sierra Leone and Charles Taylor in Liberia that drew the attention of U.S. and European
intelligence services in the mid-1990s. As rebels launched their campaigns of mass amputations and
systematic rape to take over lucrative diamond fields, they used weapons purchased through Bout and often
paid with commodities. But it was the same access to rogue aircraft in growing swaths of ungoverned spaces
in Africa and Afghanistan that made him useful to the governments that were pursuing him. Need supplies for
U.S. troops flown into Baghdad in 2003 when U.S. forces lacked airlift capacity? Bout's planes were available.
Need to fly emergency food aid into the Democratic Republic of the Congo? Bout had the planes and pilots.
From gladiolas to frozen chicken to AK-47s, Bout was the deliveryman par excellence.
And as Vladimir Putin consolidated the badly fractured intelligence services again over the past several years,
Bout was less a rogue agent and more a part of the rapidly expanding Russian arms network. No longer free to
operate on his own, he was spotted by European intelligence services in Iran in 2005 and Lebanon in 2006,
allegedly delivering Russian weapons used by Hezbollah in the war with Israel that summer.
If the extradition goes through (and under Thai law there are no further appeals allowed), what could Bout
offer if he opted for a plea bargain? He could likely tell a great deal about the Russian-led networks that
continue to arm jihadi movements in Somalia and Yemen. He also likely knows how the Russian military
intelligence and arms structure works, including its interests from Iran to Venezuela and elsewhere. His
knowledge base, although he is only 43 years old, goes back more than two decades and possibly extends to
the heart of the Russian campaigns around the globe.
No matter what happens with Bout, those quasi-state arms networks will not disappear. But without his
unique capabilities, acquiring large amounts of weapons and ammunition has become more difficult and more
costly for some of the worst groups in the world. The full-service enterprise has become a series of boutiques,
making shopping more time consuming, expensive, and vulnerable to law enforcement and intelligence.
It is unlikely he will turn on his Russian handlers. They have his wife and children, and despite his amoral
sales record, he is widely known to be a family man. He endured more than two years in a Thai prison, losing
more than 70 pounds and never showing any signs of doubting he would ultimately walk away. He has been,
so far, a soldier's soldier. But if he turned, the stories he could tell would make the Kremlin wish it had kept an
even closer eye on him.
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Hirondelle News Agency
Monday, 23 August 2010
ICTR Warns two French lawyers in MRND party trial
August 23, 2010 (FH) - The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) Monday warned two
French lawyers, Chantal Hounkpatin and Frédéric Weyl, for refusing to make their opening statement in
defence of former MRND President Mathieu Ngirumpatse, charged with genocide alongside his party's
Vice-President Edouard Karemera.
"It is clear you have defied our order and it appears you cannot make the opening statement today. Under
Rule 46 of the Rules, we will issue to you (Chantal Hounkpatin) and co-counsel warning. We direct the
opening statements be given tomorrow," presiding Judge of Trial Chamber III, Dennis Byron, said.
The Chamber had directed Hounkpatin and Weyl, lead counsel and co-counsel for Ngirumpatse,
respectively, to make opening statement after ordering the prosecution to amend the indictment in the case
against Ngirumpatse and Karemera, following the death of their co-accused, Joseph Nzirorera, former
MRND Secretary General, early July.
According to the Chamber's decision, the prosecution was required to remove Nzirorera's name from the
title and counts in the indictment and delete any reference of his name as an accused. The Chamber
further ordered the prosecution to refer to Nzirorera in normal front and not in bold.
However, amendments made by the prosecution in the indictment that was supplied to the defence
thereafter drew criticisms from both Hounkpatin and Weyl and lead counsel for Karemera, Ms Dior
Diagne, who argued that the prosecution had not complied with the Chamber's decision as the indictment
against Nzirorera was still there.
The lawyers submitted further that their clients had not been served with the copy of the amended
indictment and, therefore, it would not be possible for them to proceed making opening statement blindly
under such circumstances.
Judge Byron clarified that the Chamber's decision had no effects of changing the substance of the
indictment and, therefore, directed counsel for Ngirumpatse to proceeding giving opening statement for
defence of the accused. Despite the clarification, the counsel continued to resist from making the opening
statement.
Hounkpatin and Weyl, instead, sought the Chamber's leave to consult their client. After consultation,
Hounkpatin informed the Chamber that her client was expressing his intention of making certification for
appeal against the decision and she would not give opening statement for defence until the accused gets
the amended indictment.
It was at that juncture the Chamber noted that the counsel were disobeying its decision and decided to
invoke Rule 46 of the Court Rules to issue the warning against them.
Ngirumpatse and Karemera are charged with crimes committed by members of their party. The
prosecution has indicted them for their superior responsibility as top officials of the party then in power in
1994. Karemera has already completed his defence case.
FK/NI/ER/GF
© Hirondelle News Agency
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Courthouse News Service
Wednesday, 18 August 2010
U.S. Mercenaries Accused of Abetting Genocide
By ROBERT KAHN
(CN) - A private U.S. defense contractor "trained and equipped the Croatian military for Operation Storm
and designed the Operation Storm battle plan," which killed or displaced more than 200,000 Serbs in
1995, in the largest European land offensive since World War II, the Genocide Victims of Krajina say in
Chicago Federal Court. They demand billions of dollars in damages from MPRI, founded by U.S. military
officers who were "downsized" at the end of the Cold War, and L-3 Communications, which bought
MPRI for $40 million in 2000.
"This is a class action brought by ethnic Serbs who resided in the Krajina region of Croatia up to
August 1995 and who then became victims of the Croatian military assault known as Operation Storm an aggressive, systematic military attack and bombardment on a demilitarized civilian population that had
been placed under the protection of the United Nations," the 40-page complaint begins.
"Operation Storm was designed to kill or forcibly expel the ethnic Serbian residents of the Krajina
region from Croatian territory, just because they were a minority religio-ethnic group. Defendant MPRI, a
private military contractor subsequently acquired by Defendant L-3 Communications Inc., trained and
equipped the Croatian military for Operation Storm and designed the Operation Storm battle plan.
Operation Storm became the largest land offensive in Europe since World War II and resulted in the
murder and inhumane treatment of thousands of ethnic Serbs, the forced displacement of approximately
200,000 ethnic Serbs from their ancestral homes in Croatian territory, and the pillaging and destruction of
hundreds of millions of dollars worth of Serbian-owned property. The victims of Operation Storm and
their heirs and next of kin herein claim that Defendants were complicit in genocide."
Two named plaintiffs, Milena Jovic and Zivka Mijic, describe what they suffered in the offensive.
Jovic says that as she and her husband and children fled the bombardment of Knin, on Aug. 4, 1995,
"they saw dozens of bodies scattered throughout the streets and roads leading out of Knin and houses and
buildings burning as a result of shelling with incendiary explosives. ... While driving through the Lika
area in the Krajina region, the Jovic's refugee column was shelled by artillery, and bombed and strafed by
Croatian military aircraft. People were wounded and dying all around them."
They escaped to Serbia, where they still live.
Mijic, who suffered the same attack, say she and her family was a neighbor "decapitated when struck
by an artillery projectile ... and many other attacks by Croatian forces resulting in refugees being wounded
and killed in their exodus from the Krajina."
They lived in a refugee camp in Kosovo, and were granted residency in the United States in July 2000.
They claim, for the class, the MPRI and L3 knew, or should have known, when they sought work as
mercenaries in the former Yugoslavia, of the atrocities and war crimes that Croatians had committed
against Serbs in World War II concentration camps, and in widely reported statements from Croatian
officials, including its president, in the 1980s, as the violence in the former Yugoslavia intensified.
The United Nations in 1991 set up four protected areas - two of them in Krajina - to protect Croatian
civilians from the Serbs. "The concern thus evidenced by the Security Council for the Serbian inhabitants
of Krajina is objective proof of the imminence of hostilities coming from Croatia. This fact was known or
reasonably should have been known to MPRI," according to the complaint.
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"By October 1994, the accelerating campaign in Croatia to kill or oust all the Serbs in that country had
focused intently upon the 200,000 Serbs living in the Krajina region. There was pressure on the Croatian
Army to get rid of these people. But the Army could not figure out any way to do so. Objectively speaking
it was virtually impossible to move or kill 200,000 people," the complaint states.
The class claims that MPRI got a multimillion-dollar contract from Croatia in or about October 1994.
Among MPRI's duties were to "procure through its contacts heavy
military equipment including artillery batteries and import it into Croatia; [and] arrange for Croatia to
receive real-time coded and pictorial information from US reconnaissance satellites over Krajina in order
for the data to be used for accuracy targeting in artillery batteries," the complaint states.
"It was evident that MPRI's acts, especially including equipping and training military forces, would run
counter to UN Security Council Resolution 713. But because MPRI is not a state, it is not legally bound
by U.N. resolutions. Thus MPRI could do things that the United States could not do, such as importing
weapons into Croatia. ...
"There can be no doubt that MPRI knew exactly what Croatia would do with the training and
armaments that MPRI was going to provide. During the contract negotiations between MPRI and Croatia
in October 1994, Minister Susak specifically told the MPRI representatives: 'I want to drive the Serbs out
of my country.'"
The complaint then describes in detail the planning and execution of Operation Storm, which the
victims say was named after the U.S.' Operation Desert Storm operations against Iraq.
The complaint cites an indictment from the International Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia at
The Hague: "In the course of Operation Storm and the continuing related operations and/or actions,
Croatian forces inflicted inhumane acts on Serb civilians and persons taking no part in hostilities,
including persons placed hors de combat, causing not only mental abuse, humiliation and anguish
(including threats to kill such persons or their families), but also severe physical injury, by shooting,
beating, kicking and burning people, including extensive shelling of civilian areas and an aerial attack on
fleeing civilians. Family members were often forced to watch while other family members were beaten
and abused. Inhumane acts and cruel treatment were especially inflicted on the most vulnerable victims,
including elderly women and civilians in hospitals.
"Whether MPRI personnel took part in the genocide is not known and is not alleged here. But what is
known definitively is that MPRI provided the means that enabled the genocide to occur. And the wellknown history of the Jasenovac massacres should have put MPRI personnel on notice that employing AirLand Battle Doctrine on a peaceful civilian population would most likely have as its aftermath the
murderous 'mopping up' operations of the Croatian army as described in the indictment quoted in the
preceding two paragraphs.
"During and immediately after Operation Storm, land mines were placed in the areas that had had
high-density demographics. The result is that displaced Serbians are afraid to go back to their old
neighborhoods that are land-mined. The 1995 genocide is not over. The Statute of Limitations has not yet
begun to run due to the presence of the deadly land mines."
The class seeks damages for complicity in genocide: Damages at $25,000 per capita for 200,000
victims of genocide amount to a total of $5 billion. The equivalent amount in today's dollars, figured at 15
years at 5 percent interest compounded annually, is $10.4 billion."
The class's lead attorney is Anthony D'Amato, with the Northwestern University Law School. Robert
Pavich, John Ostojic, and Kevin Rogers, all of Chicago, signed on as co-counsel.
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