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Charlestaylortrial.org (The Hague)
Monday, 30 August 2010
Liberia: Moses Blah Ordered the Execution of RUF Commander Sam Bockarie
Alpha Sesay

Charles Taylor's former Vice President Moses Blah ordered the execution of a Sierra Leonean rebel
commander in Liberia who was already a subject of an indictment issued by the Special Court for Sierra
Leone in 2003, a former radio operator in Charles Taylor's Special Security Services (SSS) unit today told
the Special Court for Sierra Leone judges in The Hague.
When notorious Revolutionary United Front (RUF) commander Sam Bockarie was executed while
entering Liberia from Ivory Coast in 2003, allegations were made that his execution had been ordered by
Mr. Taylor.
Giving his account of the circumstances surrounding Mr. Bockarie's death, defense witness DCT-008 told
the court that in 2003, a radio operator using "the call sign Lima Tango told me that Sam Bockarie had
been killed as he was trying to enter Liberia with armed men."
Prosecution witnesses have testified before the Special Court for Sierra Leone judges in The Hague that
the order to execute Mr. Bockarie was handed down from Mr. Taylor to his SSS Director Benjamin
Yeaten, who took men to the Liberia-Ivory Coast border and executed Mr. Bockarie along with his
bodyguards and family members. When Mr. Blah testified in 2008, he told the court that he was in Nimba
County when Mr. Boackerie was executed, and Mr. Yeaten had met him there and told him of an
operation that they had just executed. When Mr. Yeaten took him to his vehicle, Mr. Blah said he saw the
corpse of Mr. Bockarie at the back of the truck. He explained that when he took Mr. Bockarie's remains to
Monrovia and informed Mr. Taylor about it, the former Liberian president told him that it was a military
operation and there was no need for Mr. Blah to get involved.
Mr. Taylor, during his testimony, denied these claims and told the court that he had only sent Mr. Blah to
stop Mr. Bockarie from entering into Liberia with armed men and to have him arrested. It was Mr. Blah's
handling of the situation had led to the death of the RUF commander. Today, DCT-008 corroborated Mr.
Taylor's account.
"What Lima Tango told me was that Sam Bockarie had a group of armed men, uncountable number of
armed men, and he was trying to return to Liberia but at this time, the Liberia security tried to stop him
and at this time, the group [Liberian security] was led by Moses Blah," DCT-008 told the court.
"He Moses Blah was ordered to arrest Sam Bockarie but when they got there, Sam Bockarie resisted
arrest, and he [Blah] said, 'Do not waste time with that man, if he resists arrest, just kill him and bring his
body to me' and so they killed him and took the body to him [Blah]."
"He [Blah] brought the body to Monrovia and took it to the Striker Funeral Home," he added.
Prosecutors allege that Mr. Bockarie was killed on his return from Ivory Coast after being sent to fight in
that country by Mr. Taylor. When Mr. Bockarie was returning to Liberia with men whom he had
commanded in Ivory Coast and with a Special Court for Sierra Leone indictment already issued, Mr.
Taylor ordered his execution to cover any tracks of his close relationship with the former Sierra Leonean
rebel commander, prosecutors allege. Mr. Taylor has dismissed these allegations as lies.
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When asked today to tell the court what the Liberian government said about the death of Mr. Boackerie,
DCT-008 explained, "What I heard from the government through the defense minister...was that Sam
Bockarie, after he had left Liberia, attempted to come to Liberia with a fighting force, which the
Government of Liberia wanted to stop and when he opened fire on the government security, they killed
him."
DCT-008 also spoke about the circumstances surrounding the death of Daniel Tamba, aka Jungle, who
according to prosecutors was Mr. Taylor's liaison with the RUF in Sierra Leone. Prosecutors say that
when Jungle later returned to Liberia, Mr. Taylor ordered his execution, and he was shot in the back by
his own comrades who were acting on orders handed down by Mr. Taylor to SSS Director Mr. Yeaten.
Defense witnesses have said that Jungle was a member of the RUF who had a close relationship with Mr.
Yeaten without Mr. Taylor's knowledge. DCT-008 today testified that after the disarmament in Liberia,
Jungle was one of the Liberian members of the RUF who refused to be disarmed in Sierra Leone and
instead returned to Liberia, where they became part of Mr. Taylor's security forces.
Explaining his account of how Jungle died in Liberia, DCT-008 today said, "What I heard about his death
was that he died by a friendly fire, from a friendly gun."
"He was engaging the enemy forces, he was hit by a BZT at the back. While the BZT was giving them
cover, the BZT mistakenly hit him in the back," he said.
When asked about Mr. Yeaten's reaction to Jungle's death, the witness said, "What I observed was that
after this had happened...Ben [Yeaten] came to Monrovia constantly crying that he had lost Jungle. He
was very sad."
The witness also today gave an extensive account of radio communications between the RUF in Sierra
Leone and "Base One," the radio that was stationed at Mr. Yeaten's residence in Liberia. The witness
spoke about how radio operators in Liberia including Mr. Yeaten's radio operator called Sun Light
communicated with RUF radio operators, who included Memunatu Deen, Sebatu, and Dauda Aruna
Fornie. These communications were based on the relationship that existed between Mr. Yeaten and Mr.
Bockarie, and these contacts were not to Mr. Taylor's knowledge, the witness said.
He added that when RUF commander Mr. Bockarie left Sierra Leone and relocated to Liberia in late
1999, all communications between Mr. Yeaten's operators and the RUF ceased.
DCT-008-'s testimony continues on Tuesday.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
30 August 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia

Fragile Stability, UN Secretary General Notes
[New Republic]
• UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon says although Liberia continues to make considerable progress in
consolidation peace and security, enduring peace and security divides, among other factors could role back
the strides made so far.
• He said limited gains on national reconciliation and the far-reaching perception of the prevalence of
impunity were also obstacles to progress in Liberia.
• He spoke when he recently addressed the UN Security Council in New York, USA.
• According to the Secretary General, while the country’s overall security situation is stable , peace is still
fragile due to ethnic and communal tension , disputes over access to land and a lack of confidence in the
criminal Justices system .
• He reported rape, arm robbery and other forms of serious criminal activities that continue to prevalent.
• He said the mission has entered its third stage of drawdown, with the repatriation of more than 2,000 troops
and dozens of armed personnel carriers and three attack helicopters.

UNMIL Concerned over Ex-fighters in Cote d’Ivoire
[Democrat]
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

UNMIL is concerned over the presence of ex-Liberian rebels in western Cote d’Ivoire says UN Secretary
General, Ban Ki-Moon.
According to him, although the fighters, estimated between 1500 to 2000 do not pose immediate threat to
Liberia, UNMIL is closely monitoring situation .
He said the presence of Liberian ex-combatants and refugees in western Cote d’Ivoire remain a concern to
UNMIL.
Speaking during his address to the UN Security Council in New York , the Secretary General said the
United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL ) , the United Nations Operation in Cote d’Ivoire (ONUCI) and the
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) conducted an joint field operation in western Cote d’Ivoire in
June and found out that the estimated 1500-2000 Liberian ex-combatants associated with Ivorian militia
do not pose immediate threat to Liberia.
He said UNMIL will continue to monitor the satiation closely and is committed to engage in joint border
operations with the Governments of Guinea , Sierra Leone and Liberia as well as ONUCI.
Meanwhile the UN Secretary General has said Liberia is extremely vulnerable to drug and human trafficking
due to weak security, porous borders and inadequate legislations.
He cited several incidents including the two-year old covert operation by the United Sates Drug
Enforcement Agency and the Liberia National Security Agency.
He said the operation led to the arrest of seven suspects who conspired to traffic an estimated 6,000
kilograms of cocaine , valued at about USD$100 through Liberia .

LMC and UNESCO Release Baseline Study
[Heritage and FrontPage Africa ]
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The Liberia Media Centre (LMC) as part of activities marking its 5 anniversary has released a baseline
study on how the media in Liberia report conflict related issues.
The study is part of a broader project of UNESCO on “Conflict Sensitive Journalism “that is mainly targeting
community radio stations.
The LMC said the study was done through a review of performance of newspapers and radio stations for a
period of four months.
The LMC also noted that its study focused on latent and nonviolent conflicts.
The centre said based on the study, it has observed that violent conflicts are often reported in Liberia rather
than non-violent and latent conflicts.
It has therefore called on the media to be careful in reporting violent conflicts because the manner and
process by which they report determine the trend of the conflict.
LMC also said it found out that there are limited professional reportage no conflict sensitive issues, a
situation the centre believes can be improved.

Youths Want fast tracked Action
[Public Agenda]
• Youths of Nimba County are calling on the International Community and the Government of Liberia to
redouble efforts in ensuring that there is a final resolution to their County land dispute.
• The group under the banner “ Concerned Youth of Ganta for Reconciliation and Development “ also wants
the intervention of the United Nations(UN) , African Union(AU) , Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) and the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC).
• The group said the speedy implementation of the findings and recommendations of the Special Presidential
Nimba Land Commission will ease the growing tensing in their county .
• According to the group, when the recommendation is acted upon, citizens of Nimba County will begin to
experience what they term “ civility and total peace .

Local News on Liberian issues
Government Enters Deepwater Concessions with Chevron
[Heritage, In Profile Daily, Liberia Journal, Public Agenda, The Monitor]
•
•
•
•
•

Government says it has entered into an agreement with the Chevron Corporation to explore three
deepwater concessions in Liberian waters.
An Executive Mansion statement said the agreement will see the company conducting a three-year
exploratory programme.
According to the statement, the Chevron concession is expected to begin in the fourth quarter of 2010.
Meanwhile the Executive Mansion says it has approved the agreement which is expected to be submitted
to the Legislature for consideration and ratification.
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf said she was delighted to welcome Chevron as a partner for Liberia to
explore oil and gas assets.

Electoral Body Launches 2011 Voter Registration
[Daily Observer, Front Page Africa, Heritage, The Inquirer, The New Republic]
•
•
•
•
•

The National Elections Commission (NEC) has officially launched the voter registration exercise ahead of
the 2011 general and presidential elections in Liberia.
NEC chairman James Fromayan said the exercise would begin with series of activities until January 10 the
official date set for the registration of eligible voters.
The voter registration exercise runs from 10 January to 6 February 2011.
Chairman Fromayan said the regulations and guidelines for the voter registration process will be published
on September 15.
He said the Commission will launch its civic education for the electoral process on September 24.

Ex-TRC Chairman Criticizes INHRC Nomination Process
[In Profile Daily, The Inquirer, The Monitor]
•

Former chairman of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), Jerome Verdier has given his official
position on the withdrawal of the nominations of Cllrs. Punchu Bernard and Dempster Brown.
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•

Cllr. Verdier described the withdrawal decision by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as a wise move which
points to the faultiness of the process leading to the nominations.
He believes in all matters involving the greater interest of the people, it was important that the processes
are transparent and fair.
According to him, anything short of fairness and transparency, the outcome would be faulty and
unrepresentative of the best interest of the people.
Cllr. Verdier called on the Senate to closely scrutinize the other nominees to ensure that the best results
are obtained from what he called this very important process.
He said the human rights commission act requires that the Chief Justice in consultation with civil society
appoints members of the vetting panel to select the nominees.
Mr. Verdier argued it was unfortunate that the vetting panel was constituted by the Chief Justice without
broad participation by the greater civil society.
Cllr. Verdier recommended that the advice given by National Security Advisor H. Boima Fahnbulleh Jr., at
the TRC be taken seriously.
Cllr. Verdier concurs with Dr. Fahnbulleh that people who hold important public offices be subject to
psychiatry test to determine the extent of their lunacy.

Over Assets Declaration, Judiciary, Lawmakers “Undermining” LACC Mandate
[Heritage]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The head of the Liberia Anti-corruption Commission (LACC) Cllr. Frances Johnson Morris, has said
inadequate funding is undermining the functions of the Commission and the fight against corruption in
Liberia.
According to her, the lack of adequate funding to the LACC is impeding the efficiency and productivity of
the Commission in carrying out its statutory responsibilities.
Speaking last Friday during a one-day anti-corruption sensitization forum organized for Grand Bassa and
River Cess counties held in Buchanan Grand Bassa County, Cllr. Morris called on government to provide
more funding to the LACC in a bid to ensure a sustained fight against corruption.
The LACC boss said the Commission has received several reports of mismanagement of public funds by
government officials, especially the implementation of the County Development Fund (CDF), but said the
Commission could not make follow up due to inadequate or lack of financial resources.
Cllr. Morris further said the inability of the Legislature and Judicial branches of the Government to declare
their assets, is one of the major impediments to the Commission statutory duties.
According to her, the declaration of assets by public officials is one of the key mandates of the LACC.
The act creating the LACC, amongst other things, calls for the declaration of assets by public officials.

Law Enforcement Officer Commits Suicide in Grand Gedeh
[National Chronicle]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

An officer of the Liberia National Police has allegedly committed suicide in Pouh Town, Grand Gedeh
County.
Officer Sammy Seoh allegedly shot and killed himself due to constant disagreement between him and his
detail commander, Albert Shad.
In a letter allegedly written by the deceased, officer Pouh complained of continued misunderstanding
between him and his boss.
An eyewitness account said Seoh fired a warning shot and threatened to shoot anyone who attempted to
take the gun from him.
As people began running helter-skelter Seoh set the barrel of the gun under his cheek and fired it with his
toe killing himself instantly.
Grand Gedeh Police commander Prince Gballeh who refused to release the letter admitted officer Seoh
allegedly committed suicide.
According Mr. Gballeh, police are investigating the incident to establish the cause of Seoh’s alleged action,
which happened during the morning hours of Thursday.

Government Minister Wants Technical/Vocational Education Prioritized
[The Inquirer]
•
•

Posts and Telecommunications Minister Jeremiah Sulunteh has challenged the Liberian Government to
prioritize technical and vocational education.
Minister Sulunteh said acquiring degrees in other disciplines was necessary to support the county’s
recovery process.
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•

The Postal Affairs Minister then called on the private sector to join efforts with government in designing
programmes that would fast track development in the country.

Immigration Bureau Declares Support for Dual Citizenship
[Daily Observer, National Chronicle, Public Agenda]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization (BIN) has given its official position on the contentious Dual
Citizenship Bill at the Legislature.
BIN Commissioner, Chris Massaquoi said the entity is in full support of the proposed dual citizenship Act.
According to Commissioner Massaquoi, the proposed Act to amend the Nationality Law of Liberia has no
negative implications on the security of the country.
He however argued the dual citizenship Act has several benefits for the country and its people.
Commissioner Massaquoi named some of the benefits as economic and naturalized Liberians having the
opportunity to form a part of Liberia’s recovery process.
On the question of extradition treaty of any Liberian with dual citizenship, Commissioner Massaquoi said it
would be based on collaboration.
The Immigration boss called on Liberians to give their fullest support to the Act which according to him is in
the interest of the country.
His statement comes days after deputy Immigration Bureau commissioner for Operations Robert Budy
personally opposed the bill.

Investigate Crimes, Follow-up Cases – Chief Prosecutor
[Public Agenda]
•

•

•
•
•

The chief prosecutor of the Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) Crime Unit of the Ministry of
Justice has called on officers of the Women and Children Protection Section (WACPS) of the Liberia
National Police (LNP) to do more in investigating and gathering relevant facts on cases that are reported to
them, especially gender and sex related crimes.
Cllr. Felecia Coleman said the lack of adequate evidence such as crime scene reports, good interview
questions and answers from victims or witnesses, in depth analysis of the facts presented, among others,
was a serious difficulty facing prosecutors in their effort to try gender based crimes such as rape and other
matters like the corruption of minors.
She warned police officers against hastily charging suspects before relevant facts were gathered.
Cllr. Coleman spoke during the second phase of Capacity Building Workshop organized for WACPS
officers of the LNP under the sponsorship of the Danish Government.
The workshop was meant to draft policy for use by police officers concerned with women and children
issues which would be subsequently adopted as Standard Operating Procedures by the section.

German Ambassador Presents Credentials
[Daily Observer, The Analyst]
•
•
•
•

German Ambassador accredited near Monrovia, Dr. Bodo Erich Werner Schaff, has presented his letters of
credence to President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, signifying cordial relations between Germany and Liberia.
Making the presentation over the weekend, Ambassador Schaff said his government would do all it can to
assist Liberia with its recovery programmes.
The German Ambassador disclosed that 30 percent of the European Union's assistance to Liberia comes
from Germany; adding that Germany was extremely interested in seeing Liberia recovered economically.
Receiving the letter, President Sirleaf lauded the Government and people of Germany for the numerous
supports that have been given Liberia.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
Government Enters Deepwater Concessions with Chevron
House Holds Special Session Today
• The House of Representatives is to convene a special session today Monday, August 30.
• House spokesman Isaac Redd said the special session is to discuss pressing national issues.
• According to Mr. Redd, some of the issues include the draft 2010/2011 budget and other bills and
concession agreements between Liberia and other institutions.
• He also spoke of discussion on the possible extension of the House sitting which officially comes to an end
Tuesday August 31.
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Electoral Body Launches 2011 Voter Registration
Ex-TRC Chairman Criticizes INHRC Nomination Process
Former LTA’s Boss Criminal Case Progresses in Tubmanburg
• The third state witness in the financial crime case against former chairman of the Liberia
Telecommunications Authority (LTA) Albert Bropleh is expected to testify today in Bomi County.
• According to prosecution sources, the witness is an employee of the General Auditing Commission (GAC).
• Government in 2009 indicted Mr. Bropleh for allegedly misapplying US$71,000 from the LTA.
th
• The trial’s venue was changed from Criminal Court ‘C’ to the 11 Judicial Circuit after the defendant raised
fear for local prejudice.
• Defense lawyers claimed media reports found Mr. Bropleh guilty even before his indictment.
• Mr. Bropleh has repeatedly denied the allegation.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Lawyers Criticize Rape Law
• The rape law has come under serious criticism at the just ended Liberia National Bar Association assembly
in Tubmanburg, Bomi County.
• A discussion on the rape law generated heated debate with most of the lawyers describing the law as
wicked and barbaric.
• The lawyers claimed the law has no room for pre-trial hearing and bail for accused people.
• Some of the lawyers argued the removal of such rights makes the law unconstitutional.
• They want the entire law scraped and re-written to ensure it protects the rights of accused people.
• As a result of their concerns, a committee to review the law and make suggestions to the Bar Association
within 30 days has been constituted.
• Since its passage in 2006, the rape law has been very controversial, sparking debate in every sector of the
society.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Law Enforcement Officer Commits Suicide in Grand Gedeh
USAID Donates Microscopes to Malaria Programme
• An official of the US Agency for International Development (USAID) has presented 25 microscopes to the
National Malaria Control Programme (NMCP).
• Dr. Gary Merrit said the microscopes were donated by the US Government under the President’s Malaria
Initiative.
• Responding, NMCP programme manager Dr. Joel Jones expressed gratitude to the US Government for the
donation.
• Dr. Jones stressed the need to strengthen the skills of laboratory technicians through training to enable
them do the right thing.
Grasshoppers Destroy 30 Farms in Grand Cape Mount
• Reports from La Clan, Porkpah District, Grand Cape Mount County say grasshoppers have invaded Jene
Mana destroying several farms.
• Reports from the area say about 30 rice farms have so far been destroyed by the invading pests.
• According to the reports, the grasshoppers began their attack in Taywor District before spreading to Jene
Mana.
• La Clan chief Saygbeh McGill said the District could be struck by severe food shortage if nothing was done
to remedy the situation.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
US Embassy Introduces Stringent Measures for DV
• The US Embassy near Monrovia has announced additional stringent measures for its Diversity Visa (DV)
programme in the country.
• A vice consul at the Embassy said the measures ranged from playing with entire families to being a high
school graduate with 18 years minimum.
• Mr. Mark Naylor said the DV programme also requires people to play from their country of origin.
• According to Mr. Naylor, the fee for obtaining a DV per person has been increased to a non-refundable
US$818.00.
• The US Embassy Consul also announced the timetable for playing the DV has been decreased from two
months to one month.
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Truth FM (News monitored today at 10:00 am)
Vice President Boakai Raps Chinese Investors
• Vice President Joseph Boakai has called on Chinese investors to take advantage of the growing investment
opportunities in Liberia.
• He said Liberia is becoming a peaceful and stable nation following the coming into office of the Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf-led Government.
• The Vice President spoke at the Chinese/Liberian investment promotion forum in China, which brought
together several Chinese investors, several of whom expressed interest in investing in Liberia.
• One of the investors said he was interested in building railway in Liberia.
Government Minister Wants Technical/Vocational Education Prioritized

International Clips on West Africa
Guinea
Guinea Coup Leader Stays Out of Presidential Run-Off
www.voanews.com
The leader of Guinea's military coup, Captain Moussa Dadis Camara, has said he is staying away from the country
so as not to disrupt an electoral process that is set to conclude with next month's second round of presidential
voting. Captain Camara, who has refused to endorse any candidate, said he did not return to Guinea this month for
the funeral of his son, Moriba, because he does not want to impact the upcoming vote. After taking power in a
December 2008 coup, Captain Camara ruled Guinea for nearly all of 2009, until he was shot in the head by the
former chief of the presidential guard. While he still remains the country's official military leader, Captain Camara
has been replaced in the country by his former defense minister, General Sekouba Konate, who has helped
organize elections to return Guinea to civilian rule.
U.S. Foundation trains Guinea’s election agents ahead of runoff
APA
The U.S.-based International Foundation for the Electoral Systems (IFES,) which has been selected to train the
members of the various polling stations for a proper supervision of the second round of the presidential elections on
19 September in Guinea has already launched its training sessions in Conakry, APA learns here on Friday. For
Jacques Gbonimy, the Head of the Training Division of the National Independent Electoral Commission (CENI), this
training for the local electoral agents, launched in collaboration with its new technical partner, follows the various
irregularities noted during the first round on 27 June, due mainly to the lack of training of the officials in the polling
stations. "Today, it turns out that these people need training to correct the failures noted during the first round of the
presidential polls", Mr. Gbonimy had recently told reporters. According to one of the leaders of the American NGO,
This training session on financial and administrative management involves about 30 national trainers, who will be
dispatched to the regions to train other agents to be deployed in cities and sub-prefectures across the country.
IFES, which has been chosen by the CENI to provide the training, to the detriment of the Guinean Office for
Electoral Support (BGAE), which ensured training for the first round, is expected to train 45,000 agents by 17
September.
Africa, Diaspora intellectuals call for peaceful runoff in Guinea
APA
The African Renaissance Forum (FORA,) an organisation based in Europe and gathering intellectuals from Africa
and the Diaspora has called on Guineans to create the conditions for the "good organisation" on 19 September, of
the second round of the country’s presidential elections. In a statement copied to APA on Friday, the Forum also
invited “Guineans brothers and sisters (…) to follow the advices provided by peace-loving African leaders, such as
Senegal’s Abdoulaye Wade, who are keen on preserving Africa’s interests.” “The second round of the presidential
election is a watershed in Guinea’s journey toward the creation of a constitutional State,” the Forum said, adding
that Guinea, “a country with important human and natural resources, should play a greater role in the development
of the West African Region, as well as in the integration process of the continent’s economies.”
Ivory Coast
Ivorian Army warns against destabilization attempts
PANA
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The Ivorian Army has sounded a severe warning against attempts to destabilize the country, as rumours of a coup
are being spread in the last few days, PANA reported from here Saturday. Spokesman of the Security and Defence
Forces (FSD), Colonel Babri Gohourou Hilaire, in a broadcast speech on national television Friday, confirmed that
the army has received information about some malicious people and soldiers dismissed from the Ivorian National
Army Forces who are planning to commit murder and other crimes. Noting that such acts will destabilise the
existing peace and tranquillity in this out of crisis situation, expected to remain till the forthcoming elections,
Gohourou warned all prospective instigators that the army will respond 'appropriately' to their dire actions. He called
on the Ivorian populations to remain calm. The FDS reassured that security measures are in place to quell any
threat to the physical integrity of the populations and every act likely to create disorder, where ever, when ever and
whoever the perpetrators may be. Rumours of a coup are spreading at a time when the country is seeing a glimmer
of hope to an end of its crisis, with the date of the presidential elections fixed for 31 October.
Man nabbed with fake $1 million bills in Abu Dhabi
www.torontosun.com
A man from the Ivory Coast is in police custody in Abu Dhabi after allegedly persuading a woman to try to exchange
two phony $1 million bills at the UAE's Central Bank. Police say the suspect promised the woman a 30 percent cut
after the bills were traded — presumably for U.S. bills or UAE dirham. The suspect was identified in press reports
Sunday only by the initials A.B. The phony notes feature the $1 portrait of George Washington and are mostly black
and white on the front. The National newspaper quotes Col. Rashid Mohammed Bursheed, the head of the
organized crime unit, as saying the suspect claims he thought the bills were real.
Sierra Leone
Zain Sierra Leone offers free Wap service for 1 month
www.telecompaper.com
Zain Sierra Leone has introduced free Wap services for one month, allowing customers to browse the internet, log
into Facebook and search for information. There are two forms of configuration (remotely and manually). For
remote configuration, customers can send the word 'net' as text to the number 141 and follow the subsequent
commands. For manual configuration, customers can visit authorized Zain shops nation-wide for configuration.
Customers accessing the service will first see Zain's Wap home page, where they can quickly access services such
as Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo!, Google, video clips, news and social networking sites including Facebook and Twitter.
Sierra Leone, safest country to surf internet
news.oneindia.in
A new study conducted by Internet security firm AVG revealed that seven of the ten safest countries in which to surf
the internet are in Africa. The study conducted in the last week of Jul 2010 by AVG also revealed that African
country Sierra Leone was the safest country to surf the web. Researchers in AVG compiled a list of virus and
malware attacks by country picked up by AVG security software, with data from more than 127 million computers in
144 countries to determine incidence rates of such attacks. The safest web surfing country, Sierra Leone, has an
average of one attack for every 692 web surfers. The second most safest country was Niger with an average of one
attack in every 442 surfers. The study also showed that countries like Turkey, Russia, Armenia and Azerbaijan have
the highest rates of virus and malware attacks. The United States ranked ninth with one in every 48 web surfers at
risk and the United Kingdom was 30th with a rate of one in 63.
****
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Kenya Broadcasting Corporation
Tuesday, 31 August 2010
African Union defends Bashir visit to Kenya
Written By:Doreen Apollos

The African Union has defended Kenya's decision not to
comply with the International Criminal Court's warrant of
arrest issued against Sudanese president Omar Al Bashir
when he came to Nairobi for the new constitution's
promulgation ceremony.
In a statement printed in local dailies, next to a similar one by
the government, the African Union faulted the ICC for failing
to recognise that African countries were obligated to the
union's resolution not to cooperate with the court on the
matter after the court ignored the union's request to defer
Bashir's trial by one year.

Caption: President Mwai Kibaki (L) meets
Sudanese President Omar Hassan al Bashir (R)
at the promulgation of the New Constitution at
the Uhuru Park grounds on Friday. Photo
Reuters

The government on its part stated that whereas it is obligated to the ICC, Kenya has a legitimate interest in
ensuring peace and stability in Sudan and the region.
The African Union sought to vindicate Kenya and Chad from blame over the presence in those countries
of Sudanese president Omar Al Bashir, who the International Criminal Court wants arrested.
In a statement issued from its headquarters in Addis Ababa Ethiopia, the African Union said the ICC had
erred in turning a blind eye on the obligations of member states to the AU's decision made in January
2009 and reiterated at the Heads of state's meeting in Kampala last month not to cooperate with the ICC's
warrant of arrest on Bashir.
The statement said in part: "Thus, the decisions adopted by the AU policy organs are binding on Chad and
Kenya and it will be wrong to coerce them to violate or disregard their obligations to the African Union."
The AU's request to the UN Security Council to defer the proceedings against Bashir for one year for the
purposes of striking balance between peace and justice went unanswered.
The AU also maintained the need for Kenya as an IGAD member state and a guarantor to the peace
process in Sudan, to continue engaging peacefully with the Sudanese president on the implementation of
the comprehensive peace agreement and impending referendum.
The statements by both the AU and Kenya further lashed out countries who are members of the UN
Security Council, for being quick to condemn Kenya yet some of them have failed to subscribe to the
Rome Statute.
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Rwanda: ICTY to Learn From Rwanda Documentation Strategy
Edmund Kagire

Kigali — Officials from the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) are in the
country to study and share ideas of how Rwanda has managed to preserve the memory and record of the
1994 Genocide against the Tutsi.
The two officials, John Hocking, the ICTY Registrar and Pierre Galinier, the ICTY Legacy
Administrative Officer who are in the country on a four-day fact finding mission yesterday met and
discussed with officials from the National Commission for the Fight against Genocide (CNLG), the body
charged with preserving genocide memory.
The officials from the Hague-based tribunal charged with prosecuting War crimes in the former
Yugoslavia, shared ideas on how Rwanda is planning to keep archives from the just concluded Gacaca
traditional courts.
All paperwork related to Gacaca, which tried over one million suspects, has been handed over to CNLG.
According to Hocking, the Tribunal, which is almost closing shop 17 years after its establishment, intends
to use the next two to three years to keep a legacy of its activities as well as its archives and records for
future reference and research purposes.
The ICTY officials commended the decision by the government to set up CNLG as a body responsible for
preserving the memory of the Genocide, and the commission has done a great job in keeping the memory
alive.
"I was also extremely interested to hear about the work of the commission, and the last two hours of
discussions have not only been incredibly useful to me, but also moving and encouraging to see the
positive work that can come out through the commission from what has been such horrific events that
happened here in Rwanda," said Hocking.
"I find the work of the commission extremely visionary and they have done something they can offer to
the rest of the world. I would like to see the work of the commission known in a much wider audience
internationally".
Hocking who arrived in the country from the Arusha-based ICTR tribunal, said that like the Rwandan
Tribunal, the ICTY is coming to the end of its mandate and in the next few years, they would focus on
finishing its work.
Among other things, he noted that the idea is to set up research and archive centres, adding that his lesson
from Rwanda is how the government can use the memory of Genocide to ensure that what happened does
not happen again.
According to the CNLG's Executive Secretary Jean de Dieu Mucyo, the ICTY officials decided to visit
Rwanda after learning about the country's success story in keeping the memory of the Genocide alive, as
well as the government's plans to establish a Genocide Research Centre and archives for the Gacaca
Courts.
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"They wanted to see for themselves what Rwanda has achieved after the Genocide, in terms of prevention,
research and record keeping so that they can draw lessons," Mucyo said.
He added that Rwanda will participate in a conference in the Balkan countries that formerly made up
Yugoslavia to share experiences and achievements in the fight against Genocide.
Among the things, Rwanda will share with other countries, is how it has kept Genocide memorial sites,
remains of victims, and the documentation as well as commemoration of the Genocide.
Mucyo revealed that the structure of building the genocide research and documentation centre has already
been approved by the cabinet and architectural designs are being studied. The centre will be constructed in
Kigali.
He added that Rwanda is still optimistic and ready to host the ICTR archives which remain in contention.
He said that the country is ready in terms of facilities and infrastructure.
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Agence France Presse
Tuesday, 31 August 2010

U.S. retracts second set of charges against suspected Russian arms dealer

Russian suspected arms
trader Viktor Bout
© AFP/ Christophe
Archambault
The Thai Prosecutor
General's Office on Tuesday
received a formal request
from the United States to
drop a second set of charges
against Russian suspected
arms trader Viktor Bout, a
Thai daily reported on
Tuesday.
The Prosecutor General's Office will now consider the U.S. request, make a recommendation about
whether it should be granted and send it to the Thai Criminal Court, which is handling the Bout case, The
Bangkok Post said.
Bout, 44, was arrested in March 2008 at the request of the United States. His extradition to the United
States was ordered by the Thai appeals court on August 20. Bout claims he has never been involved in the
arms trade and that there was no evidence of his involvement in the business.
On February 17, the United States brought new charges against Bout, accusing him of violating the
International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), the U.S. federal law that prohibits the export of
goods, technologies or services that pose an "unusual and extraordinary threat... to the national security,
foreign policy, or economy of the United States".
The charges were passed over to the Thai criminal court two hours before the appeals court reached its
verdict on the 2008 accusations. In accordance with Thai law, Bout cannot be extradited to the United
States until the second charges are brought to court.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov called the Thai court's decision politically motivated, and
suggested it was made to please Washington. He said Moscow would seek Bout's repatriation.
Russia strongly opposes the extradition of Bout, mainly because of concerns that the former army officer
could reveal state or military data. Bout said on Friday he does not know any Russian state or military
secrets.
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